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PREFACE. 



While for all who take an interest in the customs and life of 

our ancestors Tusser's writings must always possess considerable 

interest, to the Members of the English Dialect Society they 

are especially valuable for the large number of dialectic words 

and forms which they contain. The Glossary has therefore 

been made very full, possibly, in the opinion of some, too full ; 

but as this is the most important portion of the work to the 

Society, I have thought it better to err, if at all, on the right 

side. 
With regard to the preparation of this Edition a few words 

may be necessary. As the Members of the Society are aware, the 
task was originally undertaken by Mr. W. Payne. Ill-health 
unfortunately prevented him from carrying the work to a com- 
pletion, but to him the Society is indebted for the supervision 
of the reprint of the Edition of 1580, which he collated most 
carefully with the editions of 1557 and i577> and to which he 
added several pieces from those editions, thus making the present 
reprint more complete than any yet published. Mr. Payne also 
compiled a very complete Index of Words, which has been of 
great assistance to me for purposes of reference, and in preparing 
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the Glossary. The notes also from Tusser Redivivus (marked 
T.R.) were for the most part extracted by Mr. Payne. 

A reprint of the First Edition of 1557 was not included in 
the original programme, but after the work came into my hands 
an opportunity was presented through the kindness of Mr. F. 
J. Fumivall, who lent for the purpose his copy of the reprint 
of 1810, of exhibiting the work in its original form of "One 
hundreth Points" side by side with the extended edition of 
1580, the last which had the benefit of the author's supervision. 
The proof-sheets have been collated with the unique copy in 
the British Museum by Miss Toulmin-Smith, td whom I return 
my thanks for her kindness, and the correctness of the reprint 
may consequently be relied on. From Mr. F. J. Fumivall I 
have received numerous hints, and much valuable help, while 
to Mr. J. Britten, F.L S., I am indebted for his kindness in 
revising and supplementing the notfes on the Plants named in 
Tusser. But my chief obligations are due to the Rev. W. W. 
Skeat, whose uniform kindness has considerably lightened my 
labours, and from whom both directly and indirectly (through 
the notes in his numerous publications), but more particularly 
in his noble edition of Piers Plowman, I have derived the 
greatest assistance. 

May 14/A, 1878. S. J. H. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF THE AUTHOR. 



Thomas Tusser, the Author of the "Five Hundred Points of 
Good Husbandry," was bom at Rivenhall,* near Kelvedon and 
Witham, in the County of Essex, about the year 1525. The 
exact date of his birth is uncertain, Warton* placing it in 1523, 
and Dr. Mavor in 1515, in which he is supported by the in- 
scription on the mural tablet erected to the memory of Tusser 
in the church of Manningtree, where he is stated to have 
been sixty-five years of age at the time of his death, which 
took place in 1580. 

Tusser, however, appears to have been elected to King's 
College, Cambridge, in 1543, and as he would have become 
ineligible at nineteen, his birth cannot have taken place earlier 
than 1523, and, most probably, did not take place before 1524 
or 1525. 

It appears from the pedigree recorded by his nephew, John 
Tusser, the son of his eldest brother Clement, at the Herald's 
Visitation of Essex in 1570, which is the only record we have 



> The name of Tusser does not appear in the parochial r^[isters at Rivenhall, 
which only extend back to 1634. According to Dr. Mavor, the name aod race 
have long been extinct 

* History of English Poetry, 1S40, vol. iii. p. 248. 
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of the family, that " William Tnsser, the father, had five sons, 
Clement, Andrew, John, Thomas, and William, and four daughters ; 
the nutrriages of the daughters are set down, but no wives as- 
signed to the sons, except to Clement, who married Ursula Petts, 
and had issue John (who entered the pedigree), Edward, and 
Jane, all three unmarried in 1570. The mother of Thoicas was 
[Isabella], a daughter of Thomas Smith, of Rivenhall, in Essex, 
Esq., whose elder brother, Hugh, was ancestor of Smith, Lord 
Carrington (not the present lord), sister of Sir Clement Smith, 
who married a sister of the Protector Somerset, and first cousin 
of Sir John Smith, one of the Barons of the Exchequer in the 
reign of Edward the Sixth. This match with Smith I take 
to have been the chief foundation of gentility in the Tussers, 
for I can find no traces of them or their arms before this con- 
nexion." * 

At a very early age, and notwithstanding his mother's tears and 
entreaties, he was placed by his father as a singing-boy in the 
Collegiate Chapel of the Castle of Wallingford, in Berkshire, 
which, acconiing to Warton,* consisted of a dean, six prebendaries, 
six clerks, and four choristers, and was dissolved in 1549. He 
has himself recorded* in his homely and quaint style the hard- 
ships which ho had to endure at this school, the bare robes, the 
collogi* fan\ the stale bread, and the penny ale. The excellence 
of his voice appears to have attracted the notice of some of those 
persons to whom at that time '* placards" or commissions were 



* l.rttfr fi>Mi\ J. Town»cfK\, Esq., Windsor Henki, to Dr. Mavor, quoted in 

IiIn rtlition of Tu%x<^, |v 7. 

* lliMiMy of Kn^lish 1\^etTy, iS4a» \t)l. iiu p. a|Sw 

* Noc chKptcr 11^ itanta 5, 
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issued, authorizing them to impress singing-boys for the King's 
Chapel.* Afterwards, by the good oflSces of some friend, he was 
admitted into the choir of St. Paul's Cathedral, where he acquired 
a considerable proficiency in music under the tuition of John 
Redford, the organist and almoner, of whom he speaks in terms 
of the highest praise. From St. Paul's he was sent to Eton, 
probably in 1540 or 1541, "to learn the Latin phrase," and was 
for some time a pupil of Nicholas Udall,* the author of " Roister 
Doister," who appears to have been a second Orbilius, and by 
whom he was unmercifully thrashed, receiving on one occasion, 
"for fault but small, or none at all," no fewer than fifty-three 
stripes. 

From Eton he passed on to Cambridge, and, as already stated, 
was elected to King's College in 1543,' ^^^ afterwards removed 
to Trinity Hall, of which he appears to have retained pleasant 
memories. Being obliged by a long illness to discontinue his 
studies, he left the University, and joined the Court as a retainer 
of William, Lord Paget,* by whom he was probably employed as 



^ Dr. Rimbault, in his Cheque Book of the Chapel Ro3ral, quotes the following 
from Uher Niger Domini Regis (temp. Edward VI.) : **The children of the 
Chappelle were 8 in number, with a Master of Songe to teach them. And when 
any of the children comene to be xviij yeares of age, and their voices change, ne 
cannot be preferred in this Chappelle, the nombere being full, then, yf they will 
assente, the kyng assynethe them to a College of Oxford or Cambridge of his 
fundatione, there to be at fynding and studye both sufiycyently, tylle the king may 
otherwise advanse them.'' — Query, was Tusser assigned in this way to King's 
College, Cambridge? 

' Nicholas Udall took his degree of M.A. at Oxford in 1534. 

* Hatcher, MSS. Catalog. Praepos. Soc. Schol. Coll. R^al. Cant. 

^ Of this nobleman, the ancestor of the Earl of Uxbridge, a very full account 
is given in Dugdale, from which it appears that he was bom at Wednesbury in 
Staffordshire, his faUier being one of the Serjeants-at-Mace of the city of London. 
Under Henry VIII. he was Ambassador to France, and Master of the Post. In 
1549 he obtained a grant of the fee of the house without Temple Bar, first called 
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a musician, and of whom he speaks in tenns of praise and affec- 
tion. In this manner the next ten years were passed, and daring 
this time his parents died. At the end of this period, either from 
disgost at the vices of the Court, or finding, to use his own words, 
" the Court began to frown," he retired into the country, married,^ 
and settled down as a farmer at Cattiwade,' a hamlet in the parish 
of Brantham, in Suffolk, and on the borders of Essex, where he 
composed his " Hundredth Good Pointes of Husbandrie," the first 
edition of which appeared in 1557. 

In consequence of his wife's ill-health, he removed to Ipswich, 
"a town of price, like Paradise." Here his wife died, and he 
married Amy, daughter of Edmond Moon, and settled down at 
West Dereham in Norfolk. On leaving this town, on account of 
the litigious character of his neighbours, he became, probably 



Paget House, then Leicester House, and lastly Essex House. Two years after- 
wards he was Ambassador to the Emperor Charles V., and in the same year was 
called by writ to Parliament by the title of Lord Paget of Beaudesert, Com, Salop., 
and soon after sent to treat for peace with France. On the fall of the Duke of 
Somerset, he was charged with designing the murder of several noblemen at Paget 
House, and in consequence was sent to the Tower, deprived of his honours and 
offices, and fined ;£"6ooo, one-third of which was remitted. On the death of 
Edward VL he joined the Earl of Arundel, the chief champion of Queen Mary, and 
gained her favour by his activity. Soon after her marriage with Philip, he was 
sent Ambassador to the Emperor at Brussels, to consult Cardinal Pole respecting 
the restoration of Popery. In this reign he was made Lord Privy Seal. Lord 
Paget died very aged, in 1563, and was buried at Dra3rton in Middlesex. He 
left issue by Anne, daughter of — Prestin, Esq., Com. Lane, three sons and 
five daughters. His eldest son Henry succeeded him in the title ; but djring 
in 1568, the peerage descended to his next brother, Thomas, whom Tusser cli^ms 
also for a patron. Thomas being zealously afiected to Popery, and implicated 
in the plots in fiiTOiir of Mary Queen of Scots, fled and was attainted 1587, 
and died three years after at Brussels, leaving one son, Thomas, who succeeded 
him. 

^ Of the name and fiunily of his first wife we are entirely ignorant. 

* In later editkNis printed Ratwade^ and transferred to Sussex, a mistake into 
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through the influence of his patron, Sir Robert Southwell," a lay- 
clerk or singing-man in the Cathedral at Norwich, the Dean of 
which, John Salisbury, appears to have befriended him in every 
way. 

From Norwich a painful illness caused him to remove to Fair- 
sted, about four miles from Witham, in Essex, the tithes of which 
parish he farmed ; becoming involved in " tithing strife," he left 
that village, and once more returned to London, where we find 
him living in St. Giles's, Cripplegate, in 1572.* The plague, how- 
ever, breaking out,' he returned to Cambridge, where he at last 
found "a resting plot" in his favourite College, Trinity Hall, in 
the choir of which he appears to have been employed, as he was 
matriculated as a servant of the College, probably on May 5th, 

IS73-* 
His death, as appears from a paper read before the London and 

Middlesex Archaeological Society, took place in London, on the 

3rd May, 1580, in the fifty-fifth or fifty-sixth year of his age. His 

will,* which is dated 25th April of that year, was proved by his son 

on the 8th August following. 

He vras buried in the Church of St. Mildred, in the Poultry, 



^ Tnsser is generally supposed to have addressed Sir Richard Southwell as 
"Thou worthy wight, thou fiimous knight," but it is clear that Sir Robert South- 
well is intended, for in 1573 Tusser alludes to Southwell's death as having occurred 
some years before, but Sir Richard Southwell did not die till 1579, while Sir 
Robert died twenty years previously. — Cooper, Ath. Cant. 

\ Hb second son, Edmond, was baptized at St. Giles's, Cripplegate, 13th March, 

1572-3. 

* The plague to which Tusser evidently alludes (in stanza 31 of Autobio- 
gapby), according to Maitland, raged in London in 1573 and 1574. 

* Cooper, Ath. Cantab, vol. i. p. 422. 

* See p. sdx. 
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where was formerly, according to Stow,^ a monament to his 

memory, inscribed as follows : 

" Here Thomas Tusser, clad in earth doth lie, 
That sometime made the Poyntes of Hnsbandrie ; 
By him then leame thou maist, here leame we must. 
When all is done we sleepe and tome to dost. 
And yet through Christ to heaven we hope to go. 
Who reades his bookes, shall find his faith was sa** 

This inscription is perfectly in character with the man, and was 

probably written by Tnsser himself. 

A mnral tablet to his memory has been erected in Manningtree 

Church in Essex, with the following inscription: ''Sacred to the 

memory of Thomas Tnsser, Gent., bom at Rivenhall, in Essex, 

and occupier of Braham Hall ' near this town, in the reign of King 

Edward the Sixth, where he wrote his celebrated poetical treatise, 

entitled, Fwt Hundred Points of Good Husbandry^ etc. His 

writings show that he possessed a truly Christian spirit, and his 

excellent maxims and observations on rural affairs evince that he 

was far in advance of the age in which he lived. He died in 

London in 1580, at the age of 65, and was interred in the parish 

church of St. Mildred in the Poultry, where the following epitaph, 

said to have been written by himself, recorded his memory ; ** then 

follows a copy of the epitaph already given. 



» Survey of London, ed. 1618, p. 474. The church of St Mildred was destroyed 
in the Great Fire. 

» Braham Hall was in 1460 the residence of Sir John Braham, and is about a 
mile and a half from Manningtree, and in the parish of Biantham, where Tusser 
first introduced the culture of barley ; 

" In Brantham where lye but no barley did grow 
Good barley I had, as a many did knows. ' 

Five seam of an acre, I truly was paid. 

For thirty load muck of each acre so laid."— Chapt. 19, st o. 
The field where barley first grew at Brantham is still pointed out by 
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The statement in this inscription that he wrote the " Five 
Hundred Points '' at Braham Hall is incorrect ; what he did write 
there was the " One Hundred Points of Good Husbandrie," after- 
wards enlarged to " Five Hundred Pointy." 

It has been a very generally received opinion that Tusser died 
in great poverty. Fuller, in his " Worthies of Essex," p. 334, 
says, " Whether he bought or sold, he lost, and when a renter im- 
poverished himself, and never enriched his landlord ; he spread 
his bread with all sorts of butter ; yet none could stick thereon.*' 
Warton also says : * " Without a tincture of careless imprudence, 
or vicious extravagance, this desultoiy character seems to have 
thrived in no vocation." 

Again, in Peacham's " Minerva," a book of emblems printed 

in 16 12, there is a device of a whetstone and a scythe, with 

these lines : — 

" They tell me, Tusser, when thou wert alive, 
And hadst for profit turned every stone. 
Where'er thou camest, thou could'st never thrive. 
Though hereto best thou could'st counsel every one, 

As it may in thy Husbandry appear ; 
Wherein afresh thou liv'st among us here. 
So like thy self, a number more are wont. 

To sharpen others with advice of wit. 
When they themselves are like the whetstone blunt." ' 

These statements, however, appear to be scarcely borne out 

by Tusser's will. By it we find that, at the time of -his death, 

' Hist of Eng. Poetry, vol. iii. p. 249. 

' Thus altered in ** Recreations for ingenious Head Pieces ; or a pleasant 
Grove for their Wits to walk in, etc.," 8vo. 1644 : — 

•* Tusser, thev tell me, when thou wert alive 
Thou, teaching thrift, thyself could'st never thrive : 
So, like the whetstone, many men are wont, 
To sharpen others, when themselves are blunt. 

h 
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his brother William owed him £iiOy a large sum in those days, 
and, further, that he was the owner of two small copyhold and 
leasehold farms. Had he been so unfortunate in all his under- 
takings, and been, as Fuller terms him, "a stone which gathers 
no moss," Tusser would hardly have been able to lend his 
brother such a sum of money. If, however, it be true that he 
lived and died poor, we may, in all probability, attribute it to 
his love of hospitality, a prominent feature in his character, as 
well as to a roving and unsteady disposition. 

Dr. Mavor states in the introduction to his edition of i8jo, 
p. II, that "it may be inferred from his [Tusser* s] own words, 
that his happiness was not permanently promoted by this 
match [his second marriage]. He seems to complain of the 
charges incident *to a wife in youth,* and had she transmitted 
her thoughts to posterity, we should probably have heard some 
insinuations against an old husband." I fail, however, to see 
sufficient grounds for this assertion : on the contrary, Tusser's 
words on the only occasion on which he speaks of his second 
wife seem to bear an opposite construction : — 

"I chanced soon to find a Moon 
of cheerful hue ; 
Which well a fine me thought did shine 
And never change — (a thing most strange) 
Yet kept in sight her course aright, 

And compass true." — Chapt. 113, stanza 19. 

It is true that in several passages he speaks of the increased 
expenses and responsibilities incident to a married life, but only, 
as it appears to me, with the view of deterring others from 
entering into that state without carefully considering before- 
hand the cost and probable consequences of such a step. 
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By .his first wife Tusser had no children, but by the second, 
who survived him, he had three sons, Thomas, John and 
Edmond, and one daughter Mary. 

His will, which is exceedingly characteristic, is given in 
fiill at the end of this introduction, p. xxix, from a copy in the 
British Museum,* privately printed in 1846 by Mr. Charles 
Clark, of Great Totham, Essex, from a transcript furnished to 
him by Mr. E. Ventris, of Cambridge, by whom the original 
was discovered in the Registry at Ely.' At the end of the will 
were printed Tusser's metrical Autobiography, and a few notices 
from nearly contemporary authors. Mr. Clark also printed in 
1834 a few copies of the original edition of 1557 of the 
" Hundredth good Poyntes of Husbandrie." 

Tusser was, as may be seen from his writings, a man of 
high religious principles, good-natured and cheerful, of a kindly 
and generous disposition, and hospitable to a fault. Although 
he constantly inculcates economy, he was entirely free from 
the meanness and pitiful spirit, which, according to Stillingfleet, 
made farmers of his time starve their cattle, their land and , 
everything belonging to them; choosing rather to lose a pound 
than spend a shilling. " Mirth and good cheer," seems to have 
been his motto, and although he may have been imprudent in 
allowing his love of hospitality to be carried to such an excess 
as to keep him from independence, yet we cannot help loving 
the man, and admiring the justness of his sentiments on 
eveiy subject connected with life and morals. Strict as he 
appears to have been in all matters connected with religion, he 



1 Shelf-mark, 108 1 7, g. 

' Notes and Queries, ist Ser. vol. xii. p. 193. 
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was far from being what he terms "fantastically scnipulons," 

or, as we should now say, of a puritanical disposition. He 

prefers a merry fellow to a grave designing villain : — 

" Play thou the good fellow ! seeke none to misdeeme ; 
Disdaine not the honest, though merie they seeme; 
For oftentimes seene, no more verie a knave. 
Than he that doth counterfeit most to be grave."* 

How strongly, too, does he support the keeping up of the old 

" feasting-daies," " Olde customes that good be let no man 

dispise," the festivities of Christmas,' the Harvest Home, etc. 

His maxims on the treatment of servants and dependents are 

conceived in a truly Christian spirit, as when he says : — 

"Once ended thy harvest, let none be beguil'd, 
Please such as did help thee — man, woman, and child; 
Thus doing with alway stch help as they can, 
Thou winnest the praise of the labouring man." 

"Good servants hope justly some friendship to feel. 
And look to have favour, what time they do well." 

And again, such as these — 

" Be lowly, not sullen, if aught go amiss. 
What wresting may lose thee, that win with a kiss." 

" Remember the poor that for God's sake do call. 
For God both rewardeth and blesseth'withall. 
Take this in good part, whatsoever thou be. 
And wish me no worse than I wish unto thee." 

The versification of Tusser does not call for any lengthened 
remarks. The greater portion of his work is written in the 
same anapaestic metre, which, though rough, is well adapted 

' Chapter 30, stanza, 3. 

' •* What season then better of all the whole yeere 

Thy needle poor neighbour to comfort and cheere ? " 
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for retention in the memory. There are, however, two ex- 
ceptions worthy of special notice : firstly, the ** Preface to the 
Buier" (see p. 14) and tKe " Comparison between Champion 
Coontrie and Severall" (see p. 140), which are the first ex- 
amples of a metre afterwards adopted by Prior and Shenstone, 
and generally believed to have originated with the latter: 
secondly, the "Author's linked verses" (see p. 204), a species 
of what Dr. Guest calls Inverse Rhime in the following passage 
from his "History of English Rhythms":* "Inverse Rhime is 
that which exists between the last accented syllable of the first 
section, and the first accented syllable of the second. It appears 
to have flourished most in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. 
I do not remember any instance of it in Anglo-Saxon, but it 
is probably of native growth.* A kindred dialect, the Icelandic, 
had, at an early period, a species of rhime closely resembling 
the present — the second verse always beginning with the last 
accented syllable of the first. It is singular that the French 
had in the sixteenth century a rhime like the Icelandic, called 
by them la rime enirelassie. The present rhime differed from it, 
as it was contained in one verse . . . Thus: — 

'These steps | both reach^ and teach\ thou shaltj 
To come I by Mn//|| to shi/t\ withal |.'—Tusser. 

* The pilpers loud^ and l(md\ei blew|. 
The dan|cers quick^ and quick\ex flew|.' — Bums." 

The following are Tusser's principal peculiarities : — 

I. The use of a plural noun with a verb singular. This very 

frequently occurs. " Some,** too, is almost invariably treated thus. 

* VoL i. pp. 136, 7. 

' A very carious example is printed from Harl. MS. 913 in "Early English 
Poems," ed. Famivall, pp. 21, 2. 
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2. His omissions and elliptical phrases, such as [while] 
plough-cattle [are] a-haiting (85/2) ; thy market [having been] 
despatched^ 57/45 \ ^ small [income] 65/1 1 ; in the mottoes of 
the months, [work] forgotten [in the] month past\ and in such 
expressions as ^^ fault known ^* 47/22, *^ that done^* 55/2, ^^who 
living^* 26/1, etc. 

3. Peculiarities of rime. Tusser appears to have attributed far 
more importance to the outward appearance of his riming words, 
than to the reality of the rimes. So long as they appeared to 
rime, it seems to have mattered little that in pronunciation they 
were widely different. We thus find them constantly {a) changing 
the spelling of words in order to make them look like others ; 
and again {b) using as rimes words which, though similarly 
spelt, are totally unlike in pronunciation. The following examples 
will sufiice. In alterations of orthography we find weight (for 
wait) to rime with eight ; raies (for raise) ; mutch to rime with 
hutch; thecLse to rime with ease; ise (for ice) to rime with device ; 
Jlo (for flow) to rime with fro; feere (for fire or fier) to rime 
with Jfanvveere\ tought (for taught) to rime with thought; ccLce 
(for case) to rime with place; waight (for wait) to rime with 
straight ; bilde, to rime with childe; thoes (for those) to rime with 
sloes^ etc. 

On the other hand, we find such rimes as the following: 
plough^ rough; shew^ few; have^ save; have, crave; feat, great; 
overikwart, part; shal, fat; and a very curious instance in 
Chapter 69, stanza i, where thrive is made to rime with atchive. 

If the number of editions through which an author's works 
pass be a proof of merit, as it certainly is of popularity, few 
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writers of his time can enter into competition with Tusser. 
Daring the forty years from the appearance of the first edition 
of the "One Hundreth Poyntes" in 1557 ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ 
sixteenth century, no fewer than thirteen editions of his work 
are known to have been published. Yet all are scarce, and few 
of those surviving are perfect ; a proof that what was intended 
for practical use had been sedulously applied to that purpose. 
" Some books," says Mr. Haslewood, in the " British Biblio- 
grapher," No. iii., "become heir-looms from value; and Tusser's 
work, for useful information in every department of agriculture, 
together with its quaint and amusing observations, perhaps 
passed the copies from father to son, till they crumbled away 
in the bare shifting of the pages, and the mouldering relic 
only lost its value by the casual mutilation of time." Sub- 
joined is a list of all the various recorded editions, extracted 
from Mavor's introduction and other sources. 

1557. ^ Hundreth Good Pointes of Husbandrie. Reprinted 
here (see p. 219) from the unique copy in the British 
Museum. 

1561. Thomas Hacher had licence for a " dyalogue of wyuynge 

and thryuynge of Tusshers, with ij lessons for olde and 
yonge." Ritson, though improperly, considers this as a 
different work from the piece which appears under the 
same title in later editions.^ 

1562. It appears probable that this edition, though its existence 

is disputed by some, contained the original germ of the 
Book of Huswifery, as we find, on the authority of 
Warton, that in the preceding year Richard Totell had 
licence to print " a booke entituled one hundreth good 



^ This was probably a broadside edition of the Dialogue found in the Book 
of Husbandry. 
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pojntes of housbondry lately maryed unto a hundreth 
poyntes of huswiflfry, newly corrected and amplyfyed." * 

1564. The existence of an edition of this date rests on the 
authority of Otridge's Catalogue, 1794. It is probably 
a misprint for 1562. 

1570. A hundreth good pointes of husbandry, lately maried unto 
a hundreth good pojoits of huswifery : newly corrected 
and amplified, with djruers proper lessons for house- 
holders, as by the table at the latter ende more plainly 
may appeare. Set foorth by Thomas Tusser, gentleman, 
servant to the right honorable lorde Paget of Beudesert. 
In aedibus Richardii Tottyli, cum privilegio, Anno 1570. 

'573- Five hundreth pointes of good husbandry united to as 
many of good huswifery, first devised and more lately 
augmented, with divers approved lessons, concerning 
hopps and gardening and other needful matters, to- 
gether with an abstract before every moneth, containing 
the whole effect of the sayd moneth, with a table and 
a preface in the beginning, both necessary to be reade, 
for the better understanding of the booke. Set forth 
by Thomas Tusser, gentleman, servant to the honorable 
lorde Paget of Beudesert. Imprinted at London in 
Flete Strete within Temple Barre, at the signe of 
the hand and starre, by Richard Tottell. Anno 1573. 
Cum privilegio.' 

1577. A reprint of the above, by the same person [but with 
some alterations, W.P.]. 

1580. The edition here reprinted, 4to. 

1585. Five hundred pointes, etc. Newly set foorth by Thomas 
Tusser, gentleman. At London, printed in the now 
dwelling house of Henrie Denham, in Aldersgate 
Street, at the signe of the Starre.' 



' No copy of this date is known to be extant, though it is mentioned both in 
Weston's and King's Catalogues. 

» This is the first edition of ** Five Hundred Pointe." 

' Differing very little firom the preceding. It is probable that Tusser might 
have left, before his death, some corrections on the ed. of 1580, which were 
introduced into this. After this edition, errors seem to have multiplied in every 
successive issue. 
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All the foregoing editions are in small 4to. black-letter [with 
roman and italic headlines and occasional verses, W.P.]. 

17 10. Tusser Redivivus. The Calendar of the twelve months with 
notes, published in as many numbers, by Daniel Hilman, 
a Surveyor of Epsom in Surry. 8vo. Lond. pp. 150. 

1744. The same with a new title-page only. Printed for M. 
Cooper, in Paternoster Row ; and sold by J. Duncan, 
in Berkley Square, near Grosvenor Gate. The title 
runs thus : Five Hundred points of Husbandry : 
directing what grass, com, etc., is proper to be sown ; 
what trees to be planted ; how land is to be improved ; 
with whatever is fit to be done for the benefit of the 
Farmer, in every month of the Year. By Thomas 
Tusser, Esq. To which are added notes and obser- 
vations, explaining many obsolete Terms used therein, 
and what is agreeable to the present practice in several 
counties of this kingdom. A work very necessary and 
useful for gentlemen, as well as occupiers of land, 
whether wood-ground or tillage and pasture. 

1 8 10. A very correct reprint of the First Edition of 1557 was 
issued by R. Triphook and William Sancho. 

1 81 2. Five Hundred Points of good Husbandry, as well for 
the champion or open country, as for the woodland or 
several ; together with a Book of Huswifery. Being 
a Calendar of rural and domestic Economy, for every 
month in the year; and exhibiting a Picture of the 
Agriculture, Customs, and Manners of England, in the 
Sixteenth Century. By Thomas Tusser, Gentleman. A 
New Edition, with notes, Georgical, Illustrative and 
Explanatory, a Glossary, and other Improvements. By 
William Mavor, LL.D.,* Honorary Member of the Board 
of Agriculture, etc. 
" Multa renascentur, quae jam cecid^re, cadentque, 
Quae nunc sunt in honore." — Hor, 

London, printed for Lackington, Allen & Co., Temple 
of the Muses, Finsbury-Square, 8vo. 181 2. Dedicated to 
the President and Members of the Board of Agriculture, 
pp. 36, xl., and 338. 

* Rector of Woodstock. 
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1834. Mr. Charles Clark of Great Totham, Essex, printed at 
his private press a few copies of the original edition 

of '557- 
1848. A Selection was published at Oxford with the following 
title : Five Hundred Points of Good Husbandry, by 
Thomas Tusser. Now newly corrected and edited and 
heartily commended to all true lovers of country life 
and honest thrift. By H. M. W. Oxford, 1848, i6mo. 

The work is also included in Southe/s Select Works of the 
British Poets, 143-199. 

Extracts from the Registers of the Stationer^ Company. 

1557- John Daye had licence to print "the Hundreth pojmtes 
of good ' Hmserie^ " Regist. Station. A. fo. 23a. 

1559-60. June 20. T. Marshe had licence "to print the boke 
of Husbandry." Ibid. fo. 486. This last title occurs 
in these registers much lower. 

1 561. Richard Tottell was to print "A boke intituled one 
hundreth good poyntes of husboundry lately maryed 
unto a hundreth good pojmtes of Huswiflfry newly 
corrected and amplyfyed." Ibid. fo. 74^. 

1565. A licence to Aide to print "An hundreth poyntes of evell 
huswyfraye," probably a satire or parody on Tusser. 
Ibid. fo. 131. 
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Hem, I £[ive and bequeathe unto Edmond Tusser, my Sonne, and to Marye 
TuMer, my daughter, and unto either of them the Summe of Fyftye Pownds, due 
to me by force of the foresaid recognisaunce, and to be bestowed and employed to 
the leuerall uses and benefitts of them and either of them duringe their minorities, 
and likewise to be paid to either of them in suche and as lardge manner and forme 
in everie respect, to all constructions and purposes, as is before declared of the 
Fyftye Pownds devised before to my Sonne Thomas Tusser ; and also Fjnre Pownds 
a peece yerelye duringe their minorities, in manner and forme before rehersed. 

Thomas Tusser. 

//«m, I give and bequeathe unto Amy Tusser, my Wyef, the summe of Foore 
score Pownds of lawful monye of England dewe to me by force of the said recog- 
nisaunce, and to be paid unto her within one whole yere next ensewinge after my 
decease, Thomas Tusser. 

lUm^ My will and intent is. That yf my brother William Tusser doe accordinge 
unto the intent and true meaninge of this my last Will and Testament well and 
truelye |«y the foresaid severall summes of monye before given and bequeathed, 
unto Aroye, my Wyef, to Thomas my Sonne, and to the rest of my children 
before nameil, and alsoe doe from tyme to tyme and at all times hereafter (ave 
and kepe harmles my Heires, Executors, and Adminbtrators, and everie of them, 
of and from all trobles, chardges, and excumbrances, which maye at anye time 
hereafter coine« rise, or growe ka or by reason of any manner d[ Bonds wherein 
1 stande bounde for or with him as suertie. That then I give and bequeathe mito 
him the summe of Fyftie Pownds being the residue of the said Summe due onto 
me by the force of the said recognisance before rehersed ; and yf he doe not wdl 
and trulye perfonne the same, then I give the said Fiftie Pownds unto my Execn- 
low of this my last Will and Testament. Thomas Tusser. 

AnM. I will that yf anye of my children dye before they come to and accom- 
plislie theire foresaid severaU Ages of xxi Yeres that then I will that his or theixe 
parts or portions shalbe destribated and equallye divided to and amongst the rest 
of my other children then sarvyreinge. Thomas Tusser. 

Ittm. I )i(ive aimi beqiKathe onto the afore-named Thooias Tusser, my Soane^ 
and his lletres, all tfaMse seven Acres and a Roode of Copy holde, whidi I nowe 
have Winge in the P^unsh or Fetlds of Chesterton ; to have and to holde the same, 
after the deathe of Amye^ my Wye^ to him his Heires and Assignes for ever. 

Thomas Tusser. 

Item, I give also to the satd Thomas Tusser^ my Sonne* all suche Estate and 
Tearme of Yeares as 1 have yet to come in a certain Close called Lawyer's Close, 
lyinge and betnge in the Parish of Chesterton^ which said Close I have demised 
unto one William Mosse for the teanne of one whole Yere begininge at the Feast 
of St. Gregorye last post* yeldin^ and payeinge for the same xxxvS- Rente, 
which said Rente I doe also gyve to my said Sonne Thomas towards his bringioge 
up in leaminge. Tuom.^ Tusser. 

Item. I give also to the said Thomas my Bookes of Musicke axtd Virginalls. 

Thomas Titssrs. 

Iteim. The residue of all my Bonds, Goods and ClLitteUs, moveable and 
movable in Chesterton aforesaid or ellswhere, betnge in this my last WiH 
Testament unbequeatbed^ I give to Amye^ my Wye4 disdiardging all my debts 
and FuneraU Expenses^ not amountinge unto above the samme of Twad^ 
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Marckes. And of this my last Will and Testament I constitute my said Sonne 
Thomas Tosser my full and whole Executor ; and yf he happen to dye before he 
accomplishe his full Age of Twentye and One Yeres, then I doe constitute and 
nuike John Tusser, my second Sonne, my Executor. And yf yt fortune the said 
John to dye before he accomplish the Age of xxi Yeares, I constitute and make 
EUimond Tusser, my Sonne, my whole Executor ; and yf yt happen the said 
Edmond do dye before he dothe accomplish and come to the Age of xxi Yeres, 
I do, then make and constitute Amye Tusser, my Wyef, my full and whole 
Executor of this my last Will and Testament. Thomas Tusser. 

lUm. I doe constitute ordaine.and make one Exlmond Moon, Gentleman, 
Father to the said Amye, my Wyef, and Grandfather to my forenamed Children, 
my said trustie Frend before mentioned in this my said last Will and Testament, 
Guardian and Tutor unto my forenamed Children and Supervisor and Overseer of 
this my last Will and Testament, unto whome I doe next under God comitte bothe 
my Wyef and 'my forenamed Children trustinge assuredlye that he will take a 
fatherlye care over them as fleshe of his fleshe and bone of his bones. 

Thomas Tusseil 
Those whose names be hereunder written beinge Witnesses to this present last 
Will and Testament John Plommer 

Of Barnard's Inne, in the Countye of Middlesex, Gentleman. 

Richard Clue. 
Thomas J eve. 
James Blower. 
William Hygeart. 
Mem. That William Hygeart dwellethe in Southwerke, with Mr. Towlye, 
Copper Smith ; Richard Clue in St. Nicholas Lane, free of the Merchant Taylers ; 
Thomas Jeve, Ironmonger ; James Blower, Servant, fi'ee of Clotheworkers. 
Sealed and delivered in the presence of the parties above named. 

John Bootes. 
Francis Shackelton, 
the Parson of St. Myldred's in the Poultrie, 
John Plommer. 
Proved in the Prerogative Court of the Archbishop of Canterbury, the 8th day 
of August 1580, by his Son, Thomas Tusser. 
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IV^j* 365. Une &, (or /\*m/t^tit$r read TotUt^^tu, 



Fiue hundred pointes of 

good Hufbandrie, as well for 
the Champion, or open coun- 

trie^ as alfo for the woodland^ or Seiu- 
rail, mixed in euerie Month with Hus- 
wi/erie, auerand besides the booke of Hufwife- 

rie, corrected, better ordered, and newly augmen- 
ted to a fourth part more, with diuers other les- 
sons, as a diet for the fermer, of the properties of 
winds, planets, hops, herbes, bees, and approoued 
remedies for sheepe & cattle, with many other 
matters both profitable, and npt vnpleasant for 
the Reader. Also a table of husbandrie at the 
beginning of this booke : and another 
of huswiferie at the end : for the 
better and easier finding of 
any matter conteined 
in the same. 

i^etolp frt foortj^ bp "Cgoma^ %vSSjix 

Gentleman, frtuant to tj^e C^ono* 

rable Home IPaoet of 

ISeauHeCert^ 

Imprinted at London, by Henrie 

Denhatn^ dwelling in Pater- 

noster Row, at the signe 

of the Starr e, 

iS8a 



A Lesson. 

A lesson how to confer euery abstract 
wM his month, & how tofinde 

out huswiferie verses by the 

Pilcrowe^ and Champion 

from Woodland. 

IN euerie month, er* in aught be begun, 
Reade ouer that month, what auailes to be dun. 
So neither this trauell* shall seeme to be lost : 
Nor thou to repent of this trifeling cost. 

The figure of abstract and month doo agree, 
Which one to another relations bee. 
These verses so short, without figure that stand,' 
Be points of themselues, to be taken in hand. 

^ *In husbandrie matters, where Pilcrowe ye finde. 
That verse appertaineth to huswiferie kinde. 
So haue ye mo lessons, (if there ye looke well). 
Than huswiferie booke doth vtter or tell. 

Of Champion husbandrie now doo I write. 
Which heretofore neuer this booke did recite. 
With lessons approoued, by practise and skill : 
To profit the ignorant, buie it that will. 

The Champion differs from Seuerall much. 
For want of partition, closier and such. 
One name to them both doo I giue now & than, 
For Champion countrie, and Champion man. 

\ Z?" 1 'S^S- * travail. 1577. 

» The lessons that after those figures so stand. 1577. 
* The edition of 1577 contains only the first two verses. 
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Table of the pointes of husbandrie 
mentioned in this booke. 

words in ^] are wanting in 1^77 edition ; italics in [ ] are additions in the 
a of 1577, in tdiich^ is substituted for ie^ and a cc ented 6 is unused. 
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Nouembers abstract. 

[Other short remembrances for 
Nouember.] 

Nouembers husbandrie [agreeing 
with his former abstract]. 

Decembers abstract. 

[Other short remembrances for 
December.] 

Decembers husbandrie [agreeing 
with his former abstract]. 

A digression [directing] to hos- 
pitalitie. 

A description of time, and the 
yere. 

A description of life & riches. 

A description of housk^eping. 

A description of [the feast of the 
birth of Christy commonlie called] 
Christmas. 

A description of apt time to spend. 

Against fantastical scniplenes. 

Christmas husbandlie fare. 

A Christmas caroll [of the birth 
of Christ, vpon the tune of king 
Salomon]. 

lanuaries abstract [and at the end 
thereof diturs sorts of trees andfrutes 
to bee then set or remoued, following 
the order of y alphabet or crosserowe]. 

[Other short remembrances for 
lanuarie. 

Of trees or fruites to be set or 
remooued.] 

lanuaries husbandrie [agreeing 
with his former abstract]. 

Februaries abstract. 

[Other short remembrances for 
Februarie;] 

Februaries husbandrie [agreeing 
with his former abstract]. 

Marches abstract [and at the ende 
t her of the names of the seedes, herbes, 
flowers <Sr» rootes than to be sawen or 
sety unles the time be otherwise noted 
by expresse wordesj as wd for kUchiti 
herbeSf s trowing herbes ^ flower Sy as 
herbes to stU 6ffor phisicky set after 
the order of the alphabet or crosserowe] . 

[Other short remembrances for 
March. 
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and beaubci lor the 
kitcben. 

f lerbes and rooCes for saDets and 
MUice. 

Herbcorrootestoboileor tobntter. 

Strowing herbs of all soiti. 

Herbes, branches and flowers for 
windowcs and pots. 

Herbs to still in Summer. 

Necessarie herbes to growe in the 
oarden fur Physicke not rehersed 
before.] 

Marches husbandrie [agr^ing with 
his former abstract with the maner 
of setting of hops\. 

Aprils abstract. 

Aprils husbandrie [agr^ng with 

his former abstract with a lesson for 

dairy maide Cisseley and of x toppings 

gests in hir whitmeat^ better lost then 

found. "X 

[A digression to dairie matters. 

A lesson for dairie maid Cisley of 
ten toppings gests.] 

Males abstract. 

[Two other short remembrances 
fur Maie.] 

Maies husbandrie [agr^ing with 
his former abstract]. 

Tunes alwtract. 

TA lesson of hopyard.] 

Junes husbandrie [agr^ing with 
his former abstract, with a lesson to 
chuse a meete plot for hopps and howe 
then to be doing with the same,'\ 

[A lesson where and when to plant 
good hopyard.] 

Julies abstract. 
uUes husbandrie [agr^ing with his 
former abstract and hay harvest], 

Augusts abstract. 

[Workes after haruest.] 

Augusts husbandrie [agreeing with 
his former abstract i^comeharttest]. 

[Come haruest equally diuided 
into ten partes.] 

[ The conclusion of the whole booke 
set out in la verses euery word be- 
ginning with a Ty first' letter of the 
Auth^H^s name^] 

[A briefe conclusion in verse, 
euerie word beginning with a T.] 



Mans w^ [daMdha^ xij ptenH- 
sh^ from seoen yeaies to fonre- 
score and fonre]. 

[A krirfe daariptkn of theneUna- 
Hons of mans e^ by the similitude of 
the Apt, Lion, Foxe^ 6* the Asse.^ 

[Another dioision of the nature of 
mans age.] 

A comparison betweene good hus- 
band[riej and [bad aeiU\, 

A comparison betweene \yooodlani 
6r» Champion] coontrie and SeaeralL 

[The description of an enoious 
and naughtie neighbour.] 

[A S^iet howe to set a candle afore 
the Deuill.] 

A Sonet against a slaunderous 
tongue. 

A Sonet [to his Lord 6* Master 
of his first vij yeres seruice vpon the 
Authors first seuen yeres seruicel. 

[The Authors^] dialogue betweene 
two Bachelers [batchiliers\ of wiuing 
& thriuing, by affirmation & nega- 
tion [6r* the maryed mans iuelgment 
thereof], 

[The wedded mans iudgement 
taking vp the matter of wiuing and 
thriuing. 

How ewes should be vsed that 
are n^re lambing. 

How lambes £ould be vsed when 
they are yoong. 

What times are most m^te for 
rearing of calues. 

How to cure the vnigling of y* 
taile in a sh^pe or a lambe. 

Of gelding horsecolts. 

A waie how to haue large bieede 
of hogs. 

A medicine for £gdnt cattle. 

Howe to fasten loose teeth in s 
buUocke. 

How to preuent the breeding of 
the bots in horses. 

A medicine for the cowlaske. 

Of burieng dead cattle. 

A waie how to preserae bees. 

What is to be done with measded 
ho|>. 

What times are most meete for 
letting of horses blood.] 



The Table of Huswiferie you shaU finde at the ende of the booke. 

FINIS. 
••• Ttosers refi»ences to pages are omitted. 



The Epistle. 5 

1. 

The Authors Epistle to the late Lord 
Villiam Paget, wherein he doth discourse 

of his owne bringing vp, and of the good- 

nes of the said Lord his master vnto him, 

and the occasion of this his booke, 

thus set forth of his owne 

long practise. 



Chap. I . 

*^ Time trieth the troth, in euerie thing, 

•^j Herewith let men content their minde^ 

O Of works, which best may profit bring, 

^ Most rash to iudge, most often blinde. 

^ As therefore troth in time shall craue, 

Co So let this booke iust fauor haue. 

Kj Take you my Lord and Master than, 

C5 Vnlesse mischance mischanceth me, 

Co Such homelie gift, of me your man, 

Co Since more in Court I may not be, 

5^ And let your praise, wonne heretofore, 

rtj Remaine abrode for euermore. 

^ My seruing you, (thus vnderstand,) 

j^ And Crod his helpe, and yours wit hall, 

^ Did cause good lucke to take mine hand, 

^ Erecting one most like to fall. 

^ My seruing you, I know it was, 

t^ Enforced this to come to pas. 

* How euery man doth please his mind. 1577. 



The Epistle. 

4 Since being once at Cambridge taught^ 
Of Court ten yeeres I made assaie^ 
No Musicke then teas left vnsaught^ 
Such care I had to serue that waie. 
mien ioie gan slake, then made I change, 
Expulsed^ mirth, for Musicke strange. 

5 My Musicke since hath hem the plough. 
Entangled with some care among. 

The gaine not great^ the paine ynough. 
Hath made me sing another song. 
Which song, if well I may auow, 
I craue it iudged he hy yaw. 

Your seruant Thomas Tusser. 



* Expelled. 15S5. 




The Epistle. 7 

2. 

To the Right Honorable and my speciall 
good Lord and Master, the Lord 

Thomas Paget of Beaudesert, 

sone and heire to his late^ 

father deceased. 

Chap, 2. 

MY Lord, your father looued me, 
and you my Lord haue prooued me, 
and both your loues haue mooued me, 

to write as here is donne : 
Since God hath hence your father, 
such flowers as I gather, 
I dedicate now rather, 
to you my Lord his sonne. 

2 Your father was my founder, 
till death became his wounder, 
no subiect euer sounder, 

whome Prince aduancement gaue : 
As God did here defend him, 
and honour here did send him, 
so will I here commend him, 

as long as life I haue. 

3 His neighbours then did blisse him, 
his seruants now doe misse him, 
the poore would gladlie kisse him, 

aliue againe to be : 
But God hath wrought his pleasure, 
and blest him, out of measure, 
with heauen and earthlie treasure, 

so good a God is he. 

[n the edition of 1575 the word Thomas, and the words following 
desert, do not occur, and the whole £pistle precedes that to Lord 
iam Paget. 
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Certs iho 
Goddesse of 
husbandrie. 



T/tf Epistk. 

4 His counsell had I vsed, 
and Cens art refused, 
I neede not thus haue mused, 

nor droope as now I do : 
But I must plaie the farmer, 
and yet no whit the wariner, 
although I had his armer, 

and other comfort to. 



,£sopt fable 



Salttst. 



5 The Foxe doth make me minde him, 
whose glorie so did blinde him, 

till taile cut off behinde him, 
no fare could him content : 
£uen so must I be proouing, 
such glorie I had in loouing, 
of things to plough behoouing, 
that makes me now repent. 

6 Loiterers I kept so meanie, 
both Philip, Hob, and Cheanie, 
that, that waie nothing geanie, 

was thought to ma^e me thriue : 
Like lugurthf Prince of Numid^ 
my gold awaie consumid, 
with losses so perfumid, 

was neuer none aliue. 



7 Great fines so neere did pare me, 
great rent so much did skare me, 
great charge so long did dare me, 

that made me at length crie creake : 
Much more ^ of all such fleeces, 
as oft I lost by peeces, 
among such wilie geeces 

I list no longer speake. 

* mort. 1620. 



The Epistle, 9 

8 Though countrie health long staid me, 
yet lesse ^ expiring fraid me, 

and {ictus sapit) praid me 

to seeke more steadie staie : 
New lessons then I noted, 
and some of them I coted,' 
least some should think I doted, 

by bringing naught awaie. 

9 Though Pallas hath denide me, God^eitc of 
hir learned pen to Ruide me, wiadomeand 

IT o y cunning. 

for that she dailie spide me, 

with countrie how I stood : 
Yet Ceres so did bold me, 
with hir good lessons told me, 
that rudenes cannot hold me, 

from dooing countrie good. 

1 By practise and ill speeding, 
these lessons had their breeding, 
and not by hearesaie, or reeding, 

as some abrode haue blowne : 
Who will not thus beleeue me, 
so much the more they greeue me, 
because they grudge to geeue me, 

that is of right mine owne. 

1 1 At first for want of teaching, 
at first for trifles breaching, 
at first for ouer reaching,' 

and lacke of taking hid,^ 
was cause that toile so tost me, 
that practise so much cost me, 
that rashnes so much lost me, 

or hindred as it did. 

^ lease. 1585 and 1620. ' quoted. 1585 and 1620. 

' reacing. 1599. * hedc. 1577. 



lo The Epistle. 

12 Yet will I not despaier 
thorough Gods good gift so faier 
through friendship, gold, and praier, 

in countrie againe to dwell : 
Where rent so shall not paine me, 
but paines shall helpe to gaine me, 
and gaines shall helpe maintaine me. 

New lessons mo to tell. 

1 3 For citie seemes a wringer, 
the penie for to finger, 

from such as there doe linger, 
or for their pleasure lie : 

Though countrie be more painfull, 

and not so greedie gainfull, 

yet is it not so vainfull, 
in following fansies eie. 

1 4 I haue no labour wanted 

to prune this tree thus planted, 
whose fruite to none is scanted, 

in house or yet in feeld : 
Which fruite, the more ye taste of, 
the more to eate, ye haste of, 
the lesse this fruite ye waste of,* 

such fruite this tree doth yeeld. 

1 5 My * tree or booke thus framed, 
with title alreadie named, 

I trust goes forth vnblamed, 

in your good Lordships name : 
As my good Lord I take you, 
and neuer will forsake you, 
so now I craue to make you 
defender of the same. 

Four seruant Thomas Tusser. 



* Which fruite to say (who hast of) 
though nere so much they taste of 
yet can they make no waste of. 1577* 

» this. 1573. 1577. 



To the Reader, 



II 



3. 

1 To the Reader. 



Chap. 3. 



I Have been praid 
to shew mine aid, 
in taking paine, 
not for the gaine, 
but for good will, 
to shew such skill 

as shew I could : 
That husbandrie 
with huswiferie 
as cock and hen, 
to countrie men, 
all strangenes gone, 
might ioine in one, 
as louers should. 



3 What should I win, 
by writing in 
my losses past, 
that ran as fast 
as running streame, 
from reame to reame 

that flowes so swift ? 
For that I could 
not get for gould, 
to teach me how, 
as this doth yow, 
through daily gaine, 
the waie so plaine 

to come by thrift. 



2 I trust both this 
performed is, 
and how that here 
it shall appere, 
with iudgement right, 
to thy delight, 

is brought to passe : 
That such as wiue, 
and faine would thriue, 
be plainly taught 
how good from naught 
may trim be tride, 
and liuely spide, 
as in a glasse. 



4 What is a grote 
or twaine to note, 
once in the life 
for man or wife, 
to saue a pound, 
in house or ground, 

ech other weeke } 
What more for health, 
what more for wealth, 
what needeth lesse, 
run lack, helpe Besse, 
to staie amis, 
not hauing this, 

far off to seeke } 



12 



To the Reader. 



5 I do not craue 
mo thankes to haue, 
than giuen to me 
alreadie be, 
but this is all 
to such as shall 

peruse this booke : 
That for my sake, 
they gently take, 
where ere they finde 
against their minde, 
when he or she 
shall minded be 

therein to looke. 



7 Nor looke thou here 
that euerie shere 
of euerie verse 
I thus reherse 
may profit take 
or vantage make 

by lessons such : 
For here we see 
things seuerall bee, 
and there no dike, 
but champion like, 
and sandie soile, 
and claiey toile, 

doe suffer^ much. 



6 And grant me now, 
thou reader thow, 
of termes to vse, 
such choise to chuse, 
as may delight 
the countrie wight, 

and knowledge bring : 
For such doe praise 
the countrie phraise, 
the countrie acts, 
the countrie facts, 
the countrie {oies, 
before the ioies 
of anie thing. 



8 This ' being waid, 
be not afraid 
to buie to proue, 
to reade with loue, 
to followe some, 
and so to come 

by practise true : 
My paine is past, 
thou warning hast, 
th' experience mine, 
the vantage thine, 
may giue thee choice 
to crie or reioice : 

and thus adue. 



Finis T, Tmser, 



* differ. 1573 ; suffer. 1577. 



Thus. 1577. 



An Introduction. 13 



4. 



IF An Introduction to the Booke 
of Husbandrie.^ 



Chap. 4. 

GOod husbandmen must moile & toile, 
to laie'to Hue by laboured feeld : 
Their wines at home must keepe such coile, 
as their like actes may profit yeeld. 
For well they knowe, 
as shaft from bowe, 
or chalke from snowe, 
A good round rent their Lords they giue, 
and must keepe touch in all their paie : 
With credit crackt else for to Hue, 
or trust to legs and run awaie. 



2 Though fence well kept is one good point, 
and tilth well done, in season due ; 
Yet needing salue in time to annoint, 
is all in all and needfuU true : 
As for the rest, 
thus thinke I best, 
as friend doth gest. 
With hand in hand to leade thee foorth ceres, 

to Ceres campe, there to behold husb^dnr. 

A thousand things as richlie woorth, 
as any pearle is woorthie gold. 

^ This Introducticm is not in the editions of 1573 or 1577. 



14 A Preface, 

6. 

\ A Preface to the buier of 
this booke. 



Chap. 5. 

1 If Hat lookest thoa herein to haae ? 

' » Fine verses thy fansie to please r 
Of manj my betters that crane, 
Looke nothing bat radenes in thease. 

2 What other thing lookest thoo then ? 
Graoe sentences many to finde ? 
Such, Foets hane twentie and ten. 
Yea thousands contenting the minde. 

3 Wliat looke ye, I praie jxhi shew what ? 
Tenner painted with Rhetorike fine ? 
Good hnsbandrie seeketh not that. 
Nor ist any meaning of mine. 

4 Wlvat lookest thoo. speake at the last ? 
Good ie^saoos for ihe<^ and tbr wife ? 
Then keepe them in memocie fist. 
To hevpe as a comfort u> life* 

5 W^t kv>ke TY^ for mvv^ in my Sx^ke ? 
I\>iat5i ft^^ifcr* and meete rc^ ^ krjowae 
T^ieii vUx^ie he soer tv> kv^« 

To' :Mi«e to S? $5«T thine ow»e. 



*«* 3ilttiMi Tww ia> ite ^tt» «MC9t ^mft r^ci^iwr lE^ $ 



The Commodities of Husbandrie, i S 

6. 

The commodities of Husbandrie. 



N 



Chap. 6. 

Let house haue to fill her^ 
Let land haue to till her. 
O dwellers, what profiteth house for to stand ? 
What goodneSy vnoccupied, bringeth the land ? 



2. 

No laborno breads 

No host we be dead. 
No husbandry vsed, how soone shall we sterue ? 
House keeping neglected, what comfort to seme ? 

3- 

III father no gift. 

No knowledge no thrift. 
The father an vnthrift, what hope to the sonne ? 
The ruler vnskilfull, how quickly vndonne ? 

7. 

Chap. 7. 

As true as thy faith 
This riddle thus saith. 

ISeeme but a drudge, yet I passe any King Thepraiseof 

husbaodrie. 
To such as can vse me, great wealth I do bring. 

Since Adam first lined, I neuer did die. 

When Noe was shipman, there also was I. 

The earth to susteine me, the sea for my fish : 

Be readie to pleasure me, as I would wish.^ 

What hath any life, but I helpe to preserue, 

What wight without me, but is ready to sterue. 

' The earth is my storehouse, the sea my fishpond, 
What good is in either, by me it is found. 1577. 



i6 TIu Description of Husbandrie. 

In woodland, in Champion, Citie, or towne 
If long I be absent, what falleth not downe ? 
If long I be present, what goodnes can want ? 
Though things at my comming were neaer so scant. 
So many as looue me, and vse me aright. 
With treasure and pleasure, I richly acquite. 
Great kings I doe succour, else wrong it would go, 
The King of al kings hath appointed it so. 



8. 

% The description of Husbandrie. 

Chap. 8. 

OF husband, doth husbandrie challenge that name, 
of husbandrie, husband doth likewise the same : 
Where huswife and huswiferie, ioineth with thease, 
there wealth in abundance is gotten with ease. 

2 The name of a husband, what is it to sale ? 

of wife and the houshold the band and the staie : 
Some husbandlie thriueth that neuer had wife, 
yet scarce a good husband in goodnes of life. 

3 The husband is he that to labour doth fall, 

the labour of him I doe husbandrie call : 
If thrift by that labour be any way caught, 
then is it good husbandrie, else it is naught. 

4 So houshold and housholdrie I doe define, 

for folke and the goodes that in house be of thine : 
House keeping to them, as a refuge is set, 
which like as it is, so report it doth get. 

5 Be house or the furniture neuer so rude, 

of husband and husbandrie, (thus I conclude :) 
That huswife and huswiferie, if it be good, 
must pleasure togither as cosins in blood. 



The Ladder to thrift. 
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9. 

1 The Ladder to thrift. 



Chap, 9. 



TO Uke thy calling thankfully, 
and shun^ the path to beggery. 
2 To grudge in youth no drudgery, 
to come by knowledge perfectly. 

3 To count no trauell slauerie, 
that brings in penie sauerlie. 

4 To folow profit eamestlie 
hut meddle not with pilferie. 

5 "To get by honest practisie, 
»nd kccpe thy gettings couertlie. 

6 Tolash not out too lashinglie, 
for fcare of pinching penurie. 

7 To get good plot to occupie, 
^ store and vse it husbandlie. 

8 To shev to landlord curtesie, 
Md keepe thy couenants orderlie. 

9 To hold that thine is lawfiillie, 
for stootnes or for flatterie. 

'0 To wed good wife for companie, 

*ncl liuc in wedlock honestlie. 
'I To fomish house with housholdry, 

^ make prouision skilfully. 
12 To iome to wife good familie, 

*nd none to k^pe for brauerie. 
'3 To suffer none line idlelle^ 

for feare of idle knauerie. 
'4 To courage wife in huswiferie, 

^d Tse well dooers gentilie. 
*5 To keepe no more but n^edfullie, 

Mid count excesse vnsauerie. 
^0 To raise betimes the lubberlie, 

^th snorting Hob and Margerie.' 
'7 Towalke tjiy pastures vsuallie, 
^0 spie ill neighbours subtiltie. 

10 To bate reuengement hastilie, 
{^loosing loue and amitie. 

*9 To loue thy neighbor neighborly, 
*od shew him no discurtesy. 



20 To answere stranger ciuilie, 
but shew him not thy secresie. 

21 To vse no friend deceitfully, 
to offer no man villeny. 

22 To leame how foe to pacifie, 
but trust him not too trustilie. 

23 To k^pe thy touch substanciallie, 
and in thy word vse constancie. 

24 To make thy bandes aduisedly, 
& com not bound through suerty. 

25 To meddle not with vsurie, 
nor lend thy monie foolishUe. 

26 To hate to Hue in infamie, 
through craft, and lining shiftingly.^ 

27 To shun all kinde of treachery, 
for treason endeth horribly. 

28 To leame to eschew ill copany, 
and such as Hue dishonestly. 

29 To banish house of blasphemie, 
least crosses crosse vnluckeHe. 

30 To stop mischance, through policy, 
for chancing too vnhappily. 

31 To beare thy crosses paciently, 
for worldly things are slippery. 

32 To laie to k^pe from miserie, 
age comming on so cr^pinglie. 

33 To praie to God continuallie, 
for aide against thine enimie. 

34 To spend thy Sabboth hoHHe, 
and helpe the needie pouertie.* 

35 To Hue in conscience quietly, 
and k^epe thy selfe from malady. 

36 To ease thy sicknes speedilie, 
er helpe be past recouerie. 

37 To s^ke to God for remedie, 
for witches prooue vnluckilie. 

[38] These be the steps vnfainedlie : 
to climbe to thrift by husbandrie. 



[39] These steps both reachy and teach thee shall : 
To conte by thrifty to shift wilhall, 

V Stanxaa 15, 27, 28, 3a, 37 are not in the edition of 1577. After 31 the edition of 

29 To train thy child vp vertuously 30 To bridle wild otes fantasie, 
^t Yertue vice may qualifie. to spend thee naught vnthriftely. 



' shoanc. 1577. 
"oaaghtdy. 1573* X557. 



* To rise betimes up readely. 1577. 

* poore in misery. 1577. 
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Good husbandlie lessons. 



10. 

% Good husbandlie lessons worthie to be 
followed of such as will thriue. 



Laie wisely 
to marrie. 



Concord 
bringeth 
foyson. 



Chap, 10. 

GOD sendeth and giueth both mouth and the meat, 
and blesseth vs al with his benefits great : 
Then serae we that God that so richly doth giue, 
shew loue to our neighbors, and lay for to Hue. 

2* As bud by appearing betokneth the spring, 
and leafe by her falling the contrarie thing : 
So youth bids vs labour, to get as we can, 
for age is a burden to laboring man. 

3* A competent liuing, and honestly had, 

makes such as are godlie both thankfull and glad : 
Life neuer contented, with honest estate, 
lamented is oft, and repented too late. 

4^ Count neuer wel gotten that naughtly is got, 
nor well to account of which honest is not : 
Looke long not to prosper, that wayest not this, 
least prospering faileth, and all go amisse. 

5 True wedlock is best, for auoiding of sinne, 

the bed vndefiled much honour doth winne : 
Though loue be in choosing farre better than gold, 
let loue come with somewhat, the better to hold. 

6 Where cooples agree not is ranker and strife, 

where such be together is seldome good life : 
Where cooples in wedlock doe louelie agree, 
there foyson remaineth, if wisedome there bee. 

^ Stanzas 2, 3, and 4 are wanting in 1573 and 1577. 



Good husbandlie lessons. 
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7 Who looketh to marrie must laie to keepe house, 
for loue may not alway be plaieing with douse : 
If children encrease, and no staie of thine owne, 
what afterwards followes is soone to be knowne. 



Wife and 
children 
crane a 
dwelling. 



8 Once charged with children, or likelie to bee, 
giue ouer to sudgerne, that thinkest to thee : 
Least grutching of hostis, and craning of nurse, 
be costlie and noisome to thee and thy purse. 



Thee for 
thriue. 

Hostisses 

grudge: 

nunescraue. 



9 Good husbands that loueth good houses to keepe 
are oftentimes careful when other doe sleepe : 
To spend as they may, or to stop at the furst, 
for running in danger, or feare of the wurst. 



Live within 
thy Tedder. 



I o Go count with thy cofers,* when haruest is in, 
which waie for thy profite, to saue or to win : 
Of tone of them both, if a sauer wee smel, 
house keeping is godlie where euer we dwel. 



By hameat 
is ment al 
thy stock. 



1 1 Sonne, think not thy monie purse bottom to bum, 
but keepe it for profite, to seme thine owne turn : 
A foole and his monie be soone at debate, 
which after with sorrow repents him too late. 



Be thine 
own pun 
bearer. 



1 2 Good bargaine a dooing, make priuie but few, 
in selling, refraine not abrode it to shew : 
In making make haste, and awaie to thy pouch, 
in selling no haste, if ye dare it auouch. 



1 3 Good Landlord who findeth, is blessed of God, 
A cumbersome Landlord is husbandmans rod : 
He noieth, destroieth, and al to this drift, 
to strip his poore tenant of ferme and of thrift. 



Euill land- 
lord. 



* coefers. 1577. 
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Good husbandlie lessons. 



Rent cone. 



14^ Rent com who so paieth, (as worldlings wold haue, 
so much for an aker) must Hue as a slaue : 
Rent come to be paid, for a reasnable rent, . 
at reasnable prises is not to lament. 



Foare 
beggen. 



1 5 Once placed for profit, looke neuer for ease, 
except ye beware of such michers as thease : 
Unthriflines, Slouthfulnes, Careks and Rash, 
that thmsteth thee headlong to mn in the lash. 



Thrifts 
officers. 



1 6 M^e monie thy drudge, for to follow thy warke. 
Make wisedome controler, good order thy clarke 
Prouision Cater, and skil to be cooke, 
make steward of all, pen, inke, and thy booke. 



Thrifts 
phisicke. 



17 Make hunger thy sauce, as a medcine for helth, 
make thirst to be butler, as physick for welth : 
Make eie to be vsher, good vsage to haue, 
make bolt to be porter, to keepe out a knaue. 



Thrifts 
bulie. 



1 8 Make husbandrie bailie, abrode to prouide, 

make huswiferie dailie at home for to guide : 
Make cofer fast locked, thy treasure to keepe, 
make house to be sure, the safer to sleepe. 



Husbandly 
armors. 



1 9 Make bandog thy scoutwatch, to barke at a theefe, 
make courage for life to be capitaine cheefe : 
Make trapdore thy bulwarke, make bell to begin,* 
make gunstone and arrow shew who is within. 



Th6eaes to 
thrift. 



20 The credite of maister, to brothell his man, 
and also of mistresse, to minnekin Nan, 
Be causers of opening a number of gaps, 
That letteth in mischiefe and many mishaps. 



' St 14 ii not in ed. of 1577. 



s beginne. 1577. 



Good husbandlie lessons. 
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21 Good husband he trudgeth, to bring in the gaines, 

good huswife she dnidgeth, refusing no paines : 
Though husband at home be to count ^ ye wote what, 
yet huswife within is as needfull as that. 

22 What helpeth in store to haue neuer so much, . 

halfe lost by ill vsage, ill huswiues, and such : 
So, twentie lode bushes, cut downe at a clap, 
such heede may be taken, shall stop but a gap. 

23 A retcheles * seruant, a mistres that scowles, 

a rauening mastife, and hogs that eate fowles : 
A giddie braine maister, and stroyal his knaue, 
brings ruling to mine, and thrift to hir graue. 

24 With some vpon Sundaies, their tables doe reeke, 

and halfe the weeke after, their dinners to seeke : 
Not often exceeding, but alwaie inough, 
is husbandlie fare, and the guise of the plough. 

25 Ech dale to be feasted, what husbandrie wurse, 

ech daie for to feast, is as ill for the purse : 
Yet measurely feasting with neighbors among, 
shal make thee beloued, and Hue the more long. 

26 Things husbandly handsom let workman contriue, 

but build not for glorie, that thinkest to thriue : 
Who fondlie in dooing consumeth his stock, 
in the end for his follie doth get but a mock. 

27 Spend none but your owne, howsoeuer ye spend, 

for bribing' and shifting, haue seldom good end : 
In substance although ye haue neuer so much, 
delight not in parasites, harlots, and such.^ 



Friends to 
thrift. 



Enimie to 
thrift. 



Sixe noi- 
ances to 
thrift. 



Inon^b is 
a praise. 



Thrifts 
adaises. 



Spoilers to 
thrift. 



compt 1577. 



reachelesse. I577> 



^ In Ilea of last two lines, the edition of '1577 reads : 
Tithe dnely and traeiy with harty good will. 



bringing. 1577. 



that god and his blessing may dwell with thee stiU. 



22 Good husbandlie lessons. 

28 Be suretie seldome, (but neuer for much) 

for feare of purse penniles hanging by such : 
Or Skarborow warning, as ill I beleeue, 
when (sir I arest yee) gets hold of thy sleeue. 

29 Use {Ugem pone) to paie at thy dale, 

but vse not {Oremus) for often delaie : 
Yet {PrcBs/a qiuBsumus) out of a grate, 
Of al other collects, the lender doth hate. 

30* Be pinched by lending, for kiffe nor for kin, 
nor also by spending, by such as come in ; 
Nor put to thy hand betwixt bark and the tree, 
least through thy owne follie so pinched thou bee. 

3 1 ^ As lending to neighbour, in time of his neede, 

winnes love of thy neighbour, and credit doth breed 
So neuer to craue, but to Hue of thine owne, 
brings comforts a thousand, to many vnknowne. 

32 Who liuing but lends ? and be lent to they must ; 

else buieng and selling might lie in the dust ; 
But shameles and craftie, that desperate are, 
make many ful honest the woorser to fare. 

3 3 At some time to borow, account it no shame, 

if iustlie thou keepest thy touch for the same : 
Who quick be to borow, and slow be to paie, 
their credit is naught, go they neuer so gaie. 

34' By shifting and borrowing, who so as Hues, 

not well to be thought on, occasion giues : 

Then lay to Hue warily, and wisely to spend, 

for prodigall liuers haue seldom good end. 

^ Stanzas 30 and 31 are wanting in 1573 and 1577. 
' Stanza 34 is not in 1577. 



Goad husbandlie lessons, 23 

35^ Some spareth too late, and a number with him, 
the foole at the bottom, the wise at the brim : 
Who careth nor spareth, till spent he hath all. 
Of bobbing, not robbing, be fearefuU he shall. 

36* Where welthines floweth, no friendship can lack, 
whom pouertie pincheth, hath friendship as slack : 
Then happie is he by example that can 
take heede by the fall of a mischieued man. 

37 Who breaketh his credit, or cracketh it twise, 
trust such with a suretie, if ye be wise : 
Or if he be angrie, for asking thy due, 
once euen, to him afterward, lend not anue. 

3S Account it wel sold that is iustlie well paid, 
and count it wel bought that is neuer denaid : 
But yet here is tone, here is tother doth best, 
for buier and seller, for quiet and rest. 

39 Leaue Princes affaires undeskanted on, 

and tend to such dooings as stands thee vpon : 
Feare God, and offend not the Prince nor his lawes, 
and keepe thyselfe out of the Magistrates clawes.' 

40 As interest or vsurie plaieth the dreuil, 

so hilback and filbellie biteth as euil : 
Pat dicing among them, and docking the dell : 
and by and by after, of beggerie smell.' 

4» Once weekelie remember thy charges to cast. Auditor 

once monthlie see how thy expences may last : 
If quarter declareth too much to be spent, 
for feare of ill yeere take aduise of thy rent. 

' Stanzas 35 and 36 are not in 1577. 

' In lieu of last two lines, the edition of 1577 reads — 

In substance, although y^ have never so much, 

delight not in parasites, harlots, and such. 
' and smell of a begger where ever ye dwelL 1577. 



24 Good husbandlie lessons. 

42 Who orderlie entreth his paiment in booke, 

may orderlie find them againe (if he looke.) 
And he that intendeth but once for to paie : 
shall find this in dooing the quietest waie. 

43 In dealing vprightlie this counsel I teach, 

first recken, then write, er* to purse yee doe reach, 
Then paie and dispatch him, as soone as ye can : 
for lingring is hinderance to many a man. 

44 Haue waights, I aduise thee, for siluer & gold, 

for some be in knauerie now a daies bold : 
And for to be sure good monie to pay : 
receiue that is currant, as ncere as ye may. 

45 Delight not for pleasure two houses to keepe, 

least charge without measure vpon thee doe creepe. 
And Jankin and Jenikin coosen thee so 
to make thee repent it, er yeere about go. 

46 The stone that is rouling can gather' no mosse, 

who often remooueth is sure of losse. 
The rich it compelleth to paie for his pride ; 
the poore it vndooeth on euerie side. 

47 The eie of the maister enricheth the hutch, 

the eie of the mistresse auaileth as mutch. 
Which eie, if it gouerne, with reason and skil, 
hath seruant and seruice, at pleasure and wil. 

48 Who seeketh reuengement of euerie wrong, 

in quiet nor safetie continueth long. 
So he that of wilfulnes trieth the law, 
shall striue for a coxcome, and thriue as a daw. 

* or. 1577- * gelher. 1577. 



Good husbandlie lessons, 2 5 

49 To hunters and hankers, take heede what ye sale, 

milde answere with curtesie driues them awaie : 
So, where a mans better wil open a gap, 
resist not with rudenes, for feare of mishap. 

50 A man in this world for a churle that is knowne, 

shall hardlie in quiet keepe that is his owne : 
Where lowlie and such as of curtesie smels, 
finds fauor and friendship where euer he dwels. 

51 Keepe truelie thy Saboth, the better to speed, 

Keepe seruant from gadding, but when it is need. 
Keepe fishdaie and fasting daie, as they doe fal : 
what custome thou keepest, let others keepe al. 

52^ Though some in their tithing be slack or too bold, 
be thou vnto God ward not that waie too cold : 
Euill conscience grudgeth, and yet we doe see 
ill tithers ill thriuers most commonlie bee. 

53 Paie weekelie thy workman, his houshold to feed, 
paie quarterlie seruants, to buie as they need : 
Gine garment to such as deserue and no mo, 
least thou and thy wife without garment doe go. 

51 Beware raskabilia, slothfull to wurke, 

purloiners and filchers, that loueth to lurke. 

Away with such lubbers, so loth to take paine, 

that roules in expences, but neuer no gaine. 

55 Good wife, and good children, are worthie to eate, 
good seruant, good laborer, eameth their meate : 
Good friend, and good neighbor, that fellowlie gest, 
with hartilie welcome, should haue of the best. 

, * St. 52 is not in 1577 ; sts. 56, 58, 59 not in 1573 (M.) ; 56, 58, 59, 60, 
°*»Wiioiin 1577. 



26 Good husbandlie lessons, 

56 Depart not with al that thou hast to thy childe, 

much lesse vnto other, for being beguilde : 
Least, if thou wouldst gladlie possesse it agen, 
looke for to come by it thou wottest not when. 

57 The greatest preferment that childe we can giue, 

is learning and nurture, to traine him to line : 
Which who so it wanteth, though left as a squier, 
consumeth to nothing, as block in the fier. 

58 When God hath so blest thee, as able to Hue, 

and thou hast to rest thee, and able to giue, 
Lament thy oflfences, seme God for amends, 
make soule to be readie when God for it sends. 

59 Send fruites of thy faith to heauen aforehand, 

for mercie here dooing, God blcsseth thy land : 
He maketh thy store with his blessing to swim, 
and after, thy soule to be blessed with him. 

60 Some lay to get riches by sea and by land, 

and ventreth his life in his enimies hand : 
And setteth his soule vpon sixe or on seauen, 
not fearing nor caring for hell nor for heauen. 

6 1 Some pincheth, and spareth, and pineth his life, 

to cofer vp bags for to leaue to his wife : 
And she (when he dieth) sets open the chest, 
for such as can sooth hir and all away wrest. 

62 Good husband, preuenting the frailnes of some, 

takes part of Gods benefits, as they doo come. 
And leaueth to wife and his children the rest, 
each one his owne part, as he thinketh it best. 

63 These lessons approoued, if wiselie ye note, 

may saue and auantage ye many a grote. 
Which if ye can follow, occasion found, 
then euerie lesson may saue ye a pound. 



An habitation inforced, 27 

U. 

An habitation inforced better late than neuer, 

ifpon these words Sit downe Robin and rest thee. 

Chap. II. 

^^Y friend^ if cause doth wrest thee, 

Erefoltie hath much opprest thee : 
Farrefrom acquaintance kest thee. 
Where countrie may digest thee. 
Let wood and water request thee. 
In good come soile to nest thee. 
Where pasture and meade may Brest thee. 
And healthsom aire inuest thee. 
Though enuie shall detest thee. 
Let that no whit molest thee, 
Thanke God, that so hath blest thee, 
And sit downe Robin 6f rest thee. 

%* The title in the edition of 1577 reads : 
An habitatioa enforced adnisedly to be followed better late than never, &c. 



12. 

[Not in 1577.] 

1 The fermers dailie diet. 

Chap. 12. 

I A Plot set downe, for fermers quiet, 
•^ as time requires, to frame his diet 
With sometime fish, and sometime fast, 
that houshold store may longer last. 
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The fermers dailie diet 



Lent. 



Easter. 



Midsommer. 



Mihelmas. 



Hallomas. 



Christmas. 



A caueat. 



Fasting. 



Fish daies. 



A thinr 
needful. 



The last 
remedie. 



2 Let Lent well kept oflfend not thee, 

for March and Aprill breeders bee : 
Spend herring first, saue saltfish last, 
for saltfish is good, when Lent is past. 

3 When Easter comes, who knowes not than, 

that Veale and Bakon is the man : 
And Martilmas beefe^ doth beare good tack, 
when countrie folke doe dainties lack. 

4 When Mackrell ceaseth from the seas, 

John Baptist brings grassebeefe and pease. 
Fresh herring plentie, Mihell brings, 
with fatted Crones,* and such old things. 

5 All Saints doe laie for porke and souse, 

for sprats and spurlings for their house. 
At Christmas play and make good cbeere, 
for Christmas comes but once a yeere. 

6 Though some then doe, as doe they would, 

let thriftie doe, as doe they should. 
For causes good, so many waies, 
keepe Embrings wel, and fasting daies : 

7 What lawe commands, we ought to obay, 

for Friday, Satume, and Wednesday. 
The land doth will, the sea doth wish, 
spare sometime flesh, and feede of fish. 

Where fish is scant, and fruit of trees, 
Supplie that want with butter and cheese. 



% 



Tusser. 



* ** Dry'd in the Chimney as Bacon, and is so called because it 
usual to kill the Beef for this Provbion about the Feast of St. Mai 
Nov. nth."— T.R. 

• ** A Crone is a Ewe, whose teeth are so wome down that she cai 
longer keep her sheep-walk." — T. K. 



The properties of the windes. 
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13. 

[Not in 1577.] 

A description of the properties of windes 
all the times of the yeere. 



Chap. 13. 

I North winds send haile, South winds bring raine, 
East winds we bewail, West winds blow amaine : 
North east is too cold, South east not too warme, 
North west is too bold, South west doth no hzume. 

I The north is a noyer to grasse of all suites, 
The east a destroyer to herbe and all fruites : 
The south with his showers refresheth the corne, 
The west to all flowers may not be forborne. 

3 The West, as a father, all goodnes doth bring, 
The East, a forbearer, no manner of thing : 

The South, as vnkind, draweth sicknesse too neere, 
The North, as a friend, maketh all againe cleere. 

4 With temperate winde we be blessed of God, 
With tempest we finde we are beat with his rod : 
All power we knowe to remaine in his hand, 
How euer winde bio we, by sea or by land. 

5 Though windes doe rage, as windes were wood, 
And cause spring tydes to raise great flood. 
And loftie ships leaue anker in mud, 
Bereafing many of life and of blud ; 

Yet true it is, as cow chawes cud. 
And trees at spring doe yeeld forth bud, 
Except winde stands as neuer it stood. 
It is an ill winde tumes none to good. 



In winter. 



At the 
spring. 

Sommer. 



Autumne. 



God is the 
gouemer of 
winde and 
weather. 



:^o 



The Planets, 



14. 



[Not in 1577.] 



1 Of the Planets. 



Chap, 14. 



I A S huswiues are teached, in stead of a clock, 
-^ how winter nights passeth, by crowing of cock ; 
So here by the Planets, as far as I dare, 
some lessons I leaue for the husbandmans share. 



Of the Txwaz 
and going 
down of the 



sun. 



2 If day star appeareth, day comfort is ny, 

If sunne be at south, it is noone by and by : 
If sunne be at westward, it setteth anon. 
If sunne be at setting, the day is soone gon. 



Of the 
Moone 
changing. 



3 Moone changed, keepes closet three dales as a Queene, 

er she in hir prime will of any be seene : 
If great she appereth, it showreth out, 

If small she appereth, it signifieth drout. 
At change or at full, come it late or else soone, 

maine sea is at highest, at midnight and noone : 
But yet in the creekes it is later high flood, 

through farnesse of running, by reason as good. 



Of flowing 
and ebbing 
to such as be 
verie sick. 



4 Tyde flowing is feared, for many a thing, 

great danger to such as be sick it doth bring : 
Sea eb by long ebbing some respit doth giue, 
and sendeth good comfort to such as shal Hue. 



Septembers Abstract, 
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16. 



1 Septembers Abstract. 



Chap. 15. 



I 'Now enter John, 
old fermer is gon. 



9 Greene rie haue some, 
er Mihelmas come. 



2' What champion vseth, 
that woodland refuseth. 



10 Grant soile hir lust, 
sowe rie in the dust. 



3 Good ferme now take, 
k6e)>e still, or forsake. 

4 What helpes to reuiue 
the thriuing to thriue. 

5 Plough, fence, & store 
aught else before. 

6 By tits and such 
few gaineth much. 

7 Horse strong and light 
soone charges quite.' 
Light head and purse, 
what lightnes wurse. 

8 Who goeth' a borrowing, 
goeth a sorrowing. 
Few lends (but fooles) 
their working tooles.* 



1 1 Cleane rie that sowes, 
the better crop mowes. 

1 2 Mix rie aright, 

with wheat that is whight. 

13 S^e come sowen in, 
too thick nor too thin. 
For want of s^ede, 
land y^eldeth w^ede. 

14 With sling or bowe, 
k^epe come from Crowe. 

1 5 Trench hedge and forrow, 
that water may thorow. 
D6epe dike saues much, 
from drouers and such. 

16 Amend marsh wall. 
Crab holes and all. 



^ StmDzas I and 2 not in 1577. 

' anight IJ77. g ' goes. 1577. 

• After St. », in i577,^follow sts. 36, 37, of August's Abstract. Many 
stanzas of Sept. Abst , 1577, occur as Aug. Works after harvest in 1580. 
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Septembers Abstract 



1 7 Geld bulles and rams, 
sewe ponds, amend dams. 
Sell Webster thy wull, 
fruite gather, grapes pull. 
For fear of drabs, 

go gather thy crabs. 

1 8 Plucke fruite to last, 
when MihelP is past. 

1 9 Forget it not, 

fruit brused will rot. 
Light ladder and long 
doth tr6e least wrong. 
Go gather with skill, 
and gather that will. 

20 Driue hiuc, good conie, 
for waxe and for honie. 
No driuing of hiue, 

till y6eres past' fiue. 



I pray thee (good Kit) 
drowne hempe in pit, 

25 Of al the rest, 
white hempe is best. 
Let skilfull be gotten 
least hempe prooue rotten . 

26 Set strawberies, wife, 
I loue them for life. 

27 Plant Respe and rose, 
and such as those. 

28 Goe gather vp mast, 
er* time be past. 
Mast fats vp swine. 
Mast kils vp kine. 

29 Let hogs be roong, 
both old and yoong. 



2 1 Good dwelling giue b^e, 
or hence goes' sh6e. 

22 Put bore in stie, 
for Hallontide nie. 

23 With bore (good Cisse) 
let naught be amisse. 



30 No mast vpon oke, 
no longer* vnyoke. 
If hog doe crie, 
giue eare and eie. 



3 1 Hogs haunting come 
may not be borne. 



24 Karle hempe, left gr^ene, 
now pluck vp cl^ene. 
Drowne hemp as ye n6ed, 
once had out his s6ed. 



32 Good neighbour thow 
good custome alow. 
No scaring with dog, 
whilst mast is for hog. 



' Migchel. 1577. 
* or. 1577. 



' ncre. 1577. 
* Icngcr. 1577. 



> goelh. 1577.. 



Septembers abstract. 
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33 Get home with the brake, 
to brae with and bake, 
To couer the shed 

drie ouer the hed, 
To lie vnder cow,* 
to rot vnder mow,* 
To serae to bmne, 
for many a turae. 

34 To sawpit drawe 
boord log, to sawe. 
Let timber be haile, 
least profit doe quaile. 
Such boord and pale 
is readie sale. 

35 Sawne slab let lie, 
for stable and stie, 
sawe dust spred thick, 
makes alley trick. 

36 K^epe safe thy fence, 
scare breakhedge thence. 
A drab and a knaue 
will prowle to haue. 

37 Marke winde and moone, 
at midnight and noone. 
Some rigs thy plow, 
some milks thy cow. 



39 Some steale, some pilch, 
some all away filch, 
Mark losses with gr^efe, 
through prowling th6efe. • 

Thus endeth Septembers ab- 
stract, agreeing with Sep- 
tembers husbandrie.' 



% Other short remem- 
brances} 

[40] Now friend, as ye wish, 
goe seuer thy fish : 
When friend shall come, 
to be sure of some. 

[41] Thy ponds renew, 
put 6eles in stew, 
To 16eue' till Lent, 
and then to be spent. 

[42] Set priuie or prim, 
set boxe like him. 
Set Giloflowers* all, 
that growes on the wall. 



38 Red cur or black, 
few prowlers lack. 

Here ends Septembers short remembrances.' 



[43] Set herbes some more, 
for winter store. 
Sowe swedes for pot, 
for flowers sowe not. 



^ To lie imder mow, 
to rot mider kow. 1577. 

* These and similar notes wider other months do not occur in 1577. 

• line. 1577. * Gelliflowers. 1577. 

3 



34 Septembers htishandrie. 

16. 

IT Septembers husbandrie. 

Chap, 15. 

September blowe soft, Forgotten, month past, 

Till fruite be in loft. Doe now at the last.^ 

1' A T Mihelmas lightly new fermer comes in, 
■^ new husbandrie forceth him new to begin : 
Old fermer, still taking the time to him giuen, 
makes August to last vntill Mihelmas euen. 

2* New fermer may enter (as champions say) 
on all that is fallow, at Lent ladie day : 
In woodland, old fermer to that will not yeeld, 
for loosing of pasture, and feede of his feeld. 

Feme take 3 Prouide agaiust Mihelmas,' bargaine to make, 

orgiueover. ^ o o » 

for ferme to giue ouer, to keepe or to take : 
In dooing of either, let wit beare a stroke, 
for buieng or selling of pig in a poke. 

Tweiae^ood 4 Good ferme and well stored, good housing and drie, 

properties. 

good come and good dairie, good market and nie : 
Good shepheard, good tilman, good Jack and good Gil, 
makes husband and huswife their cofers* to fil. 



Haoe ener a 5 Let pasture be Stored, and fenced about, 

good fence. 

and tillage set forward, as needeth without : 
Before ye doe open your purse to begin, 
with anything dooing for fancie within. 

* In 1577 these and simUar couplets at the beginning of each month's 
HttsbandrUt precede the month's Abstract instead. 

' Sts. I and 2 not in 1577. 

* Mighehnas. 1577. * coefers. 1577. 



Husbandlie furniture. 
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6 No storing of pasture with baggedglie tit, 

with ragged,^ with aged, and euil athit:' 
Let carren and barren be shifted awaie, 
for best is the best, whatsoeuer ye paie. 

7 Horse, Oxen, plough, tumbrel, cart, waggon, & waine, 

the lighter and stronger, the greater thy gaine. 
The soile and the seede, with the sheafe and the purse, 
the lighter in substance, for profite the wurse. 

8 To borow to daie and to-morrow to mis, 

for lender and borower, noiance it is : 
Then haue of thine owne, without lending vnspilt, 
what followeth needfull, here leame if thou wilt.' 



Best cattle 
most profit. 



Strong and 
light. 



Hate borow- 
ing. 



',* The Stanzas of No. i6 are continued after the following Digression, 



Yl. 

A digression to husbandlie furniture, 

1 Bame locked, gofe ladder, short pitchforke and long, 

flaile, strawforke and rake, with a fan that is strong : 
Wing, cartnaue and bushel, peck, strike readie hand, 
get casting sholue, broome, and a sack with a band. 

2 A stable wel planked, with key and a lock, 

walles stronglie wel l3^ed,^ to beare off a knock : 
A rack and a manger, good litter and haie, 
sw6ete chaffe and some prouender euerie daie. 

3 A pitchfork, a doongfork, seeue, skep and a bin, 

a broome and a paile to put water therein : 
A handbarow, wheelebarow, sholue and a spade, 
a currie combe, mainecombe, and whip for a Jade. 



» Trnkged. 1577. 

* Or borow with sorow as long as thon wilt. 

* liened. 1577. 



1577- 



» at hyt 1577. 



Bame furni- 
ture. 



Stable furni- 
ture. 
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Husbandlie furniture. 



Cart furni- 
ture. 



A Coeme it 
halfe a 
quarter. 



Husbandry 
toolet. 



Plough 
furniture. 



4 A buttrice^ and pincers, a hammer and naile, 

an apeme and siszers for head and for taile : 
Hole bridle and saddle, whit lether and nail, 
with collers and hameis, for thiller and all. 

5 A panel and wantey, packsaddle and ped, 

A line to fetch litter, and halters for hed. 
With crotchis and pinnes, to hang trinkets theron, 
and stable fast chained, that nothing be gon. 

6 Strong exeltred cart, that is clouted' and shod,' 

cart ladder and wimble, with percer and pod : 
Wheele ladder for haruest, light pitchfork and tough, 
shaue, whiplash^ wel knotted, and cartrope ynough. 

7 Ten sacks, whereof euerie one holdeth a coome, 

a pulling hopke handsome, for bushes and broome : 
Light tumbrel and doong crone, for easing sir wag, 
sholue, pickax, and mattock, with bottle and bag. 

8 A grinstone, a whetstone, a hatchet and bil, 

with hamer and english naile, sorted with skil : 
A frower of iron, for cleauing of lath, 
with roule for a sawpit, good husbandrie hath. 

9 A short saw and long saw, to cut a too logs, 

an ax and a nads, to make troffe for thy hogs : 
A Douercourt beetle, and wedges with Steele, 
strong leuer to raise vp the block fro the wheele. 

I o Two ploughs and a plough chein, ij culters, iij shares, 
with ground cloutes & side clouts for soile that so tares : 
With ox bowes and oxyokes, and other things mo, 
for oxteeme and horseteeme, in plough for to go. 

* To pare horse*s hoofs with. — "Tusser Redivivus." 

' •* clouting is arming the Axle-Tree with Iron plates." — T.R. 
' "Arming the Fellowes with Iron Strakes, or a Tire as some call it." 
— T.R. Strakes are segments of a tire. 

* •• Of a tough piece of WhiUeather."— T.R. 
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1 1 A ploDgh beetle, ploughstaff, to further the plough, 

great clod to a sunder that breaketh so rough ; 
A sled for a plough, and another for blocks, 
for chimney in winter, to bume vp their docks. 

1 2 Sedge coUers* for ploughhorse, for lightnes of neck, 

good seede and good sower, and also seede peck : 
Strong oxen and horses, wel shod and wel clad, 
wel meated and vsed, for making thee sad. 

1 3 A barlie rake toothed, with yron and Steele, 

like paier of harrowes, and roler doth weele : 
A sling for a moether, a bowe for a boy. 
a whip for a carter, is hoigh de la roy. 

14 A brush sithe and grasse sithe, with rifle to stand, 2T**** 

a cradle for barlie, with rubstone aiid sand : 
Sharpe sikle and weeding hooke, haie fork and rake, 
a meake for the pease, and to swinge vp the brake. 

15' Short rakes for to gather vp barlie to binde, 

and greater to rake vp such leanings behinde : 
A rake for to hale vp the fitchis that lie, 
a pike for to pike them vp handsom to drie. 

16' A skuttle or skreine, to rid soile fro the come, 

and sharing sheares readie for sheepe to be shome : 
A fork and a hooke, to be tampring in claie,^ 
a lath hammer, trowel, a hod, or a traie. 



* "Lightest and coolest, but indeed not so comly as those of Wadmus." 

' St. 15 not in 1577, but as follows : — 

Rakes also for barley, long toothed in hed, 
and greater like toothed for barley so shed. 

^ first couplet of st. 16. 

' St 16 not thus in 1577 ; see note 2, and next note. 

' In 1577 the second couplet of st. 16 makes a stanza with the following : 

Strong fetters and shakles, with horslock and pad ; 
Strong soles, and such other thinges, meete to be had. 



38 Husbandlie furniture, 

1 7 Strong yoke for a hog, with a twicher and rings, 

with tar in a tarpot, for dangerous things :^ 
A sheepe marke, a tar kettle, little or mitch, 
two pottles of tar to a pottle of pitch. 

1 8 Long ladder to hang al along by the wal, 

to reach for a neede to the top of thy hal : 
Beame, scales, with the weights, that be sealed and true, 
sharp moulspare with barbs, that the mowles do so rue. 

19* Sharpe cutting spade, for the deuiding of mow, 
with skuppat and skauel, that marsh men klow : 
A sickle to cut with, a didall and crome 
for draining of ditches, that noies thee at home. 

20' A clauestock and rabetstock, carpenters craue, 
and seasoned timber, for pinwood to haue : 
A Jack for to saw vpon fewell for fier, 

for sparing of firewood, and sticks fro the mier. 

2 1 Soles, fetters, and shackles, with horselock and pad, 
a cow house for winter, so meete to be had : 
A stie for a bore, and a hogscote for hog, 
a roost for thy hennes, and a couch for thy dog. 

Here endeth husbandlie fomiture. 



^ Hog yokes, and a twicher, and ringes for a hog, 
with tar in a pot, for the byeting of dog. 1577. 

' St. 19 not in 1577. ' St 20 not in 1577. 

*«* In the edition of 1577 stanzas 31-46 of Augusts Husbandrie (j»cst) 
are found here. 



Septembers husbandrU, 
[16 c<mtd.'\ 
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9 Thresh seed and to fanning, September doth crie, 

get plough to the field, and be sowing of rie : 
To harrow the rydgis, er euer ye strike, 
is one peece^ of husbandrie Suffolk doth like. 

10 Sowe timely thy whitewheat, sowe rie in the dust, 

let seede haue his longing, let soile haue hir lust : 
Let rie be partaker of Mihelmas spring, 
to beare out the hardnes that winter doth bring. 

1 1' Some mixeth to miller the rie with the wheat, 
Temmes lofe on his table to haue for to eate : 
But sowe it not mixed, to growe so on land, 
least rie tarie wheat, till it shed as it stand. 

12 If soile doe desire to haue rie with the wheat, 

by growing togither, for safetie more great, 
Let white wheat be ton, be it deere, be it cheape, 
the sooner to ripe, for the sickle to reape. 

13 Though beanes be in sowing but scattered in, 

yet wheat, rie, and peason, I loue not too thin : 
Sowe barlie and dredge, with a plentifull hand, 
least weede, steed of seede, ouer groweth thy land. 

W No sooner a sowing, but out by and by, 
with mother* or boy that Alarum can cry : 
And let them be armed with sling or with bowe, 
to skare away piggen, the rooke and the crowe. 

15 Seed sowen, draw a forrough, the water to draine, 
and dike vp such ends as in harmes' doe remaine : 
For driuing of cattell or rouing that waie, 
which being preuented, ye hinder their praie. 

' This point of good husbandry, etc. 1577. ' St 1 1 not in 1577. 

' Sti. 14 and 15 not in 1577, but nine stanzas which do not occur here. 
* Ct amU^ ch. 17, st 13. * Qtpost, ch. 19, st. 6. 



Sowing of 
rie. 



Mjrslen. 



Sowing. 



Keeping of 
Crowes. 



Water fur- 
rough. 
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Septembers husbandries 



Ameod 

marsh 

walles. 



Gelding of 
rams. 



1 6 Saint MiheH doth bid thee amend the marsh wal, 

the brecke and the crab hole, the foreland and al : 
One noble in season bestowed theron, 
may saue thee a hundred er winter be gon. 

1 7 Now geld with the gelder the ram and the bul, 

sew ponds, amend dammes, and sel webster thy wul 
Out fruit go and gather, but not in the deaw, 
with crab and the wal nut, for feare of a shreaw. 



Gathering 
of fruit. 



1 8 The Moone in the wane, gather fruit for to last, 
but winter fruit gather when MiheP is past : 
Though michers that loue not to buy nor to craue, 
makes some gather sooner, else few for to haue. 



Too eariy 19 Fruit gathrcd too timely wil taste of the wood, 

gathering is 

not best. wil shrink* and be bitter, and seldome prooue good 

So fruit that is shaken, or beat off a tree, 
with brusing in falling, soone faultie wil bee. 



Driuing of 
hiues. 



20 Now bume vp the bees that ye mind for to driue, 
at Midsomer driue them and saue them aliue : 
Place hiue in good ayer, set southly and warme, 
and take in due season wax, honie, and swarme. 



Preseruing 
of b^es. 



21 Set hiue on a plank, (not too low by the ground) 

where herbe with the flowers may compas it round 

And boordes to defend it from north and north east, 

from showers and rubbish, from vermin and beast. 



Stie up 
the bore. 



22 At Mihelmas safely go stie vp thy Bore, 

least straying abrode, ye doo see him no more : 
The sooner the better for Halontide nie, 
and better he brawneth if hard he doo lie. 



» Mighel 1577. 

* " If Fruit stand too long it will be mealy, which is worse than shrivcly, 
for now most Gentlemen chuse the shriveled Apple." — T.R. 
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23 Shift bore (for il aire) as best ye do thinke, 

and twise a day giue him fresh vittle and drinke : 
And diligent Cislye, my dayrie good wench, 
make cleanly his cabben, for measling and stench. 



24 Now pluck vp thy hempe, and go beat out the seed, 
and afterward water it as ye see need : 
But not in the riuer where cattle should drinke, 
for poisoning them and the people with stinke. 



Gathering 
of winter 
hempe. 



25 Hempe huswifely vsed lookes cleerely and bright, 
and selleth it selfe by the colour so whight : 
Some vseth to water it, some do it not,* 
be skilful in dooing, for feare it do rot. 



Whitest 
hempe best 
sold. 



26 Wife, into thy garden, and set me a plot, 

with strawbery rootes, of the best to be got : 
Such growing abroade, among thomes in the wood, 
wel chosen and picked prooue excellent good. 

27 The Barbery, Respis, and Goosebery too, 

looke now to be planted as other things doo : 
The Goosebery, Respis, and Roses, al three, 
with Strawberies vnder them trimly agree. 

28 To gather some mast, it shal stand thee vpon, 

with seruant and children, er mast be al gon : 
Some left among bushes shal pleasure thy swine, 
for feare of a mischiefe keepe acorns fro kine. 



Setting of 
strawberies 
& roses, &c. 



Gooseberies 
& Respis. 



Gathering 
of mast. 



29 For rooting of pasture ring hog ye had neede, 
which being wel ringled the better do feede : 
Though yong with their elders wil lightly keepe best, 
jet spare not to ringle both great and the rest. 



Rooting of 
hogs. 



"Ther is a Water-retting and a Dew-retting, which last is done on 
^Sood Rawing, or aftermath of a Meadow Water."— T.R. 
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Yoking of 
swine. 



Hunting of 
hogs. 



Kingling of 
hogs. 



Carriage of 
brakes. 



Sawc out 
thy timber. 



Slabs of 
timber. 



Hedge 
breakers. 



30 Yoke seldom thj swine while the shacktime^ doth last, 

for diuers misfortunes that happen too fast : 
Or if ye do fancie whole eare of the hog, 
giae eie to il neighbour and eare to his dog. 

3 1 Keepe hog I aduise thee from medow and come, 

for out aloude crying that ere he was borne : 
Such lawles, so haunting, both often and long, 
if dog set him chaunting he doth thee no wrong. 

32 Where loue among neighbors do beare any stroke, 

whiles shacktime indureth men vse not to yoke : 
Yet surely ringling is needeful and good, 
til frost do enuite them to brakes in the wood. 

33' Get home with thy brakes, er an sommer be gon, 
for teddered cattle to sit there vpon : 
To couer thy houel, to brewe and to bake, 
to lie in the bottome, where houel ye make. 

34 Now sawe out thy timber, for boord and for pale, 

to haue it vnshaken, and ready to sale : 
Bestowe it and stick it,' and lay it aright, 
to find it in March, to bd ready in plight. 

35 Saue slab* of thy timber for stable and stie, 

for horse and for hog the more clenly to lie : 

Saue sawe dust, and brick dust, and ashes so fine, 

for alley to walke in, with neighbour of thine. 

36 Keepe safely and warely thine vttermost fence, 

with ope gap and breake hedge do seldome dispence 
Such runabout prowlers, by night and by day, 
see punished iustly for prowling away. 



» "After Harvcst."--T.R. 

* This is placed before st. 9 in 1577. 

' "La3ring the Boards hajidsomely one upon another with sticks be- 
tween."— T.R. 

* The outermost piece. 
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37 At noone if it bloweth, at night if it shine, kSSS^nSlre 

out tradgeth Hew make shift, with hooke & with line : v^"^^^- 
Whiles Gillet, his blouse, is a milking thy cow, 
Sir Hew is a rigging thy gate or the plow. 

38 Such walke with a black or a red little cur, 3,^^^ ^^ 

that open wil quickly, if anything stur ; "^ ^°*^' 

Then squatteth the master, or trudgeth away, 
and after dog runneth as fast as he may. 

39 Some prowleth for fewel, and some away rig 

fat goose, and the capon, duck, hen, and the pig : 
Some prowleth for acomes, to fat vp their swine, 
for come and for apples, and al that is thine. 

Thus endeth Septembers hnsbandrie.^ 
*f * Many stanzas do not occur or are not in the same order in 1577. 



18. 

IT Octobers abstract. 

Chap, 16. 

' T AY drie vp and round, Flaies lustily thwack, 

^ for bariie thy ground. least plough s^ede lack. 

2 Too late doth kill, 4' S^ede first go fetch, 
too scone is as ill. for edish or etch, 

Soile perfectly knowe, 

3 Maides little and great, er edish ye sowe. 
pick cleane s6ede wheat. 

Good ground doth craue 5 White wheat, if ye please, 

choice s6ede to haue. sowe now vpon pease. 

* Cf. note 2, p. 33. 
IS77 inserts — Plie sowing a pace, 

in eueiy place. 
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Sowe first the best, 
and then the rest. 



13 The iudgement of some 
how thistles doe come. 



6* Who soweth in raine, 
hath w6ed to his paine. 
But worse shall he sp6ed, 
that soweth ill s6ed. 



14 A iudgement right, 
of land in plight. 
Land, all forlome, 
not good for come. 



7 Now, better than later, 
draw furrow for water. 
K^epe Crowes, good sonne, 
s^e fencing* be donne. 

8' Each soile no vaine 
for euerie graine. 
Though soile be but bad, 
some come may be had. 

9 Naught proue, naught craue, 
naught venter, naught haue. 

I o One crop and away, 

some countrie may say. 

I I All grauell and sand, 
is not the best land. 
A rottenly mould 

is land woorth gould. 



1 5 Land barren doth beare 
small strawe, short eare. 

1 6 Here maist thoa r6ede 
for soile what s6ede. 

1 7 Tis tride ery hower, 
best graine most flower. 

1 8 Grosse come much bian 
the baker doth ban. 

1 9* What croppers b6e 
here leame to s^e. 

20* Few after crop much, 
but noddies and such. 

2 1 Som woodland may crake, 
thr6e crops he may take. 



1 2 Why wheat is smitten 
good lesson is written. 



22 First barlie, then pease, 
then wheat, if ye please. 



» St. 6 is not in 1577. 

' furrowing. 1577. 

' Sts. 8-30 do not occur here in 1577 ; but sts. 32-37 follow. 

* Sts. 19 and 20 are in Septembers Abstract in 1577. 
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23 Two crops and away, 
most champion say. 

H^ Where barlie did growe, 
laie' wheat to sowe. 
Yet better I thinke, 
sowe pease after drinke. 
And then, if je please, 
sowe wheat after pease. 

25 What champion knowes 
that custome showes. 

j6 First barlie er rie, 
then pease by and by. 
Then fallow for wheat, 
is hosbandrie great. 

27 A remedie sent, 

vhere pease lack vent. 
Fat peasefed swine 
for drouer is fine. 

28 Each diners soile 
hath diners toile. 

^9 Some countries vse 
^t some refuse. 

30 For wheat ill land, 
where water doth stand. 
Sowe pease or dredge 
belowe in that redge. 



31 Sowe acomes to prooue 
that timber doe looue. 

32 Sowe bastings now, 
if land' it alow. 

33 Leame soone to get 
a good quickset. 

34 For feare of the wurst 
make fat away furst. 

35 Fat that no more 
ye k^epe for store. 

36 Hide carren in graue, 
lesse noiance to haue. 

37 Hog measeled kill, 
for flemming that will. 

38* With peasebolt and brake 
some brew and bake. 

39 Old come* worth gold, 
so kept as it shold. 

40 Much profit is rept, 
by sloes well kept. 

41 K^epe sloes vpon bow, 
for flixe of thy cow. 



In Septembers Abstract in 1577. 
^ ground. 1577. 
In 1577, sts. 38 to the end are much transposed, 
gwinc. 1577. 



» strike. 1577. 
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42 Of vergis be sure, 
poore cattel to cure. 

Thus endeth Octobers ab- 
stract, agr^ing with Octobers 
husbandrie.^ 



^ Other short remem- 
trances} 

[43] Cisse, haue an eie 
to bore in the stie. 
By malt ill kept, 
small profit is rept. 

[44] Friend, ringle thy hog, 
for feare of a dog. 
Rie straw up stack, 
least Thacker doe lack. 

[45] Wheat straw drie saue, 
for cattell to haue. 
Wheat chaffe lay vp drie, 
in safetie to lie. 

[46] Make handsome a bin, 
for chaffe to lie in. 



[47] (S6ede thresht) thou shall 
thresh barlie to malt 
Cut bushes to hedge, 
fence medow and redge. 

[48] Stamp crabs that may, 
for rotting away. 
Make vergis and perie, 
sowe kimell and bene. 

[49] Now gather vp fniite, 
of euerie suite. 
Marsh wall too slight, 
strength now,orgod night- 

[50]* Mend wals of mud, 
for now it is good. 
Where soile is of sand, 
quick set out of hand. 

[Si]To plots not full 
ad bremble and hull. 
For set no bar 
whilst month hath an R. 
Like note thou shalt 
for making of malt. 
Brew now to last 
till winter be past. 



Here ends Octobers short remembrances.^ 



* Cf. note 2, p. 33. 

* First couplet of st. 50 not in 1577 
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19. 

f Octobers husbandrie. 



Chap, 17. 



October good blast. 
To blowe the hog mast 



Foigotten month past, 
Doe now at the last 



1 \rOW lay vp thy barley land, drie as ye can, 
-'•' when euer ye sowe it so looke for it than : 
Get daily aforehand, be neuer behinde ; 

least winter preuenting do alter thy minde. 

2 Who laieth vp fallow too soone or too wet, 

with noiances many doth barley beset. 
For weede and the water so soketh and sucks, 
that goodnes from either it vtterly plucks. 

3 Greene rie in September when timely thou hast, 

October for wheat sowing calleth as fast. 
If weather will suffer, this counsell I giue, 
Leaue sowing of wheat before Hallomas eue. 

4 Where wheat vpon edish ye mind to bestowe, 

let that be the first of the wheat ye do sowe : 
He seemeth to hart it and comfort to bring, 
that giueth it comfort of Mihelmas spring. 

5 White wheat vpon peaseetch doth grow as he wold, 

but fallow is best, if we did as we shold :^ 
Yet where, how, and when, ye entend to begin, 
let euer the finest be first sowen in.' 

6' Who soweth in raine, he shall reape it with teares, 
who soweth in harmes,^ he is euer in feares, 
Who soweth ill seede or defraudeth his land, 
hath eie sore abroode, with a coresie at hand. 

White wheat upon pease etch is willing to grow : 
though best upon fallow as many do knowe. 1577. 
^ After st 5, 1577 has st 31 posL ' St. 6 not in 1577. 

"In harms or harms way, whether of Roads, ill Neighbours, Torrents 
°' Water, Conies, or other Vermin."— T.R. Cf. atOe, ch. 16, st 15. 



barlie land. 



Wheat 
sowing. 



Sowe edUh 
betimes. 



Rest wheat 
first sowen. 



48 Octobers husbandrie, 

7* Seede husbandly so wen, water furrow' thy ground, 
that raine when it commeth may run away round, 
Then stir about Nicoll, with arrow and bowe, 
take penie for killing of euerie crowe. 



[Not in 1577.] 

A digression to the usage of diners countrie 

concerning Tillage. 

8 Each soile hath no liking of euerie graine, 

nor barlie and wheat is for euerie vaine : 
Yet knowe I no countrie so barren of soile 
but some kind of come may be gotten with toile. 

9 In Brantham, where rie but no barlie did growe, 

good barlie I had, as a meany did knowe : 
Five seame of an aker I truely was paid, 
for thirtie lode muck of each aker so laid. 

1 In Suffolke againe, where as wheat neuer grew, 

good husbandrie vsed good wheat land I knew : 
This Prouerbe experience long ago gaue, 

that nothing who practiseth nothing shall haue. 

1 1 As grauell and sand is for rie and not wheat, 

(or yeeldeth hir burden to tone the more great,) 
So peason and barlie delight not in sand, 
but rather in claie or in rottener land. 

1 2 Wheat somtime is steelie or burnt as it growes, 

for pride' or for pouertie practise so knowes. 
Too lustie of courage for wheat doth not well, 
nor after sir peeler he looueth to dwell. 



• In Septembers Husbandry, 1577. 

• ** Furrows drawn cross the Ridges in the lowest part of the Grounc 
— T. Xv. 

• "or too much Dung."— T.R. 
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13 Much wetnes, hog rooting, and land out of hart, 

makes thistles a number foorthwith to vpstart. 
If thistles so growing prooue lustie and long, 
it signifieth land to be hartie and strong. 

14 As land full of tilth and in hartie good plight, 

yeelds blade to a length and encreaseth in might, 
So crop vpon crop, vpon whose courage we doubt, 
yeelds blade for a brag, but it holdeth not out. 

15 The straw and the eare to haue bignes and length, 

betokeneth land to be good and in strength. 
If eare be but short, and the strawe be but small, 
it signifieth barenes and barren withall. 

'6 White wheat or else red, red riuet or whight, 
far passeth all other, for land that is light. 
White pollard or red, that so richly is set, 
for land that is heauie is best ye can get. 

'7 Maine wheat that is mixed with white and with red 
is next to the best in the market mans hed : 
So Turkey or Purkey wheat many doe loue, 
because it is fiourie, as others aboue. 

^8 Graie wheat is the grosest, yet good for the clay, 
though woorst for the market, as fermer may say. 
Much like vnto rie be his properties found, 
coorse flower, much bran, and a peeler of ground. 

^9 Otes, rie, or else barlie, and wheat that is gray, 
brings land out of comfort, and soone to decay : 
One after another, no comfort betweene, 
is crop vpon crop, as will quickly be seene. 

4 



50 Octobers kusbandru. 



Crop vpoB 20 Still crop vpon crop many fermers do take. 



and reajpe little profit for greedines sake. 
Though breadcome & drinkcom such croppers do stan 
count peason or brank, as a comfort to land. 

2 1 Good land that is seaerally crops may hane three, 

in champion coontrie it may not so bee : 
Ton taketh his season, as commoners may, 
the tother with reason may otherwise say. 

22 Some vseth at first a good fallow to make, 

to sowe thereon barlie, the better to take. 
Next that to sowe pease, and of that to sowe wheat, 
then fallow againe, or lie lay for thy neat. 

23 First rie, and then barlie, the champion sales, 

or wheat before barlie be champion waies : 
But drinke before bread come with Middlesex men, 
then lay on more compas, and fallow agen. 

24 Where barlie ye sowe, after rie or else wheat, 

if land be vnlustie,^ the crop is not great. 
So lose ye your cost, to your coresie and smart, 
and land (ouerburdened) is cleane out of hart. 

25 Exceptions take of the champion land, 

from lieng alonge from that at thy hand. 
(Just by) ye may comfort with compas at will, 
far ofif ye must comfort with fauor and skill. 

26 Where rie or else wheat either barlie ye sowe, 

let codware be next, therevpon for to growe : 
Thus hauing two crops, whereof codware is ton, 
tbou hast the lesse neede, to lay cost therevpon. 

*^ of Barley, called Sprat Barley, or Battledore HtH« 
w«ll on Iniiy land."— T.R. 



Octobers kusbandrie. 5 1 

27 Some far fro the market delight not in pease, 

for that ery chapman they seeme not to please. 
If vent of the market place seme thee not well, 
set hogs vp a fatting, to drouer to sell. 

28 Two crops of a fallow enricheth the plough, 

though tone be of pease, it is land good ynough : 
One crop and a fallow some soile will abide, 
where if ye go furder lay profit aside. 

29 Where peason ye had and a fallow thereon, 

sowe wheat ye may well without doong therevpon : 
New broken vpland, or with water opprest, 
or ouer much doonged, for wheat is not best. 

30 Where water all winter annoieth too much, 

bestowe not thy wheat vpon land that is such : 
But rather sowe otes, or else bullimong there, 
gray peason, or runciuals, fitches, or tere. 

31 Sowe acomes ye owners, that timber doe looue, 5?™*°^ 

sowe hawe and rie with them the better to prooue ; 
If cattel or cunnie may enter to crop, 
jong oke is in .daunger of loosing his top. 



32 Who pescods delighteth to haue with the furst, Sowing of 

if now he do sowe them, I thinke it not wurst. fuiiami. 

The greener thy peason and warmer the roome, 
more lusty the layer, more plenty they come. 



33 Go plow vp or delue vp, aduised with skill, 

the bredth of a ridge, and in length as you will. 
Where speedy quickset for a fence ye wil drawe, 
to sowe in the seede of the bremble and hawe. 



aconit. 
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uthl^ "* 3+ Through plenty of acomes, the porkling to fat, 

not taken in season, may perish by that. 
If ratling or swelling get once to the throte, 
thou loosest thy porkling, a crowne to a grote. 

Not to fat J 3 What euer thing fat is, againe if it fall, 

thou ventrest the thing and the fatnes withall. 
The fatter the better, to sell or to kil, 
but not to continue, make proofe if ye wil. 

Burieng of 36 What eucr thing dieth, go burie or bume, 

dcadcattell. "^ o » o 

for tainting of ground, or a woorser il tume. 
Such pestilent smell of a carrenly thing, 
to cattle and people great peril may bring. 



Meaxeled 
hogs. 



37 Thy measeled bacon, hog, sow, or thy bore, 
shut vp for to heale, for infecting thy store : 
Or kill it for bacon, or sowce it to sell, 
for Flemming, that loues it so deintily well. 



Strawwisps 
and peas- 
bolts. 



38 With strawisp and peasebolt, with feme and the brali 
for sparing of fewel, some brewe and do bake, 
And heateth their copper, for seething of graines : 
good seruant rewarded, refuseth no paines. 



oide wheat 39 Good breadcomc and drinkcome, full xx weekes kepi 

better than 

is better then new, that at harvest is rept : 



new 



But foisty the breadcome and bowd eaten malt, 
for health or for profit, find noysome thou shalt. 

40* By thend of October, go gather vp sloes, 
haue thou in a readines plentie of thoes. 
And keepe them in bedstraw, or still on the bow, 
to staie both the flixe of thyselfe and thy cow. 



^ Stanza 40 is not in 1577. 
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41 Seeith water and plump therein plenty of sloes, 
mU chalke^ that is dried in powder with thoes. 
Which so, if ye giue, with the water and chalke, 
thou makest the laxe fro thy cow away walke. 

42' Be sure of vergis (a gallond at least) 

so good for the kitchen, so needfull for beast. 
It helpeth thy cattel, so feeble and faint, 
if timely such cattle with it thou acquaint. 

Thus endeth Octobers husbandrie. 



A medicen 
for the cow 
flixe. 



20. 

IT Nouembers abstract. 



Chap. 18. 



' T ET hog once fat, 
-" loose nothing of that. 
When mast is gon, 
hog falleth anon, 
Still fat vp some, 
til] Shroftide come. 
Now porke and souse, 
beares tack in house. 



3 Some winnow, some fan, 
some cast that can.^ 

In casting prouide, 
for s6ede lay aside. 

4 Thresh barlie thou shalt, 
for chapman to malt. 
Else thresh no more 
but for thy store. 



3 Pat barlie to malting, 
lay flitches a salting. 
Through follie too beastlie 
much bacon is reastie.* 



5* Till March thresh wheat, 
but as ye doo eat. 
Least baker forsake it 
if foystines take it. 



* chawlk. 1577. 

* 1577 reads— 

* Not in 1577. 



' Stanza 42 is not in 1577. 

Let husbandly man 
make dene as he can. 



3 resty. 1577. 
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Novembers abstract. 



6 No chaffe in bin, 
makes horse looke thin. 

7* Sowe hastings now, 
that hastings alow. 

8 They buie it full d6ere, 
in winter that r6ere. 

9 Few fowles, lesse swine, 
rere now, friend mine. 

10 What losse, what stars, 
through rauening curs. 

1 1 Make Martilmas b6efe, 
d6ere meate is a th^efe. 

1 2 Set garlike and pease, 
saint Edmond to please. 

1 3 When raine takes place, 
to threshing apace. 

1 4 Mad braine, too rough, 
marres all at plough. 
With flaile and whips, 
fat hen short skips. 

1 5 Some threshing by taske, 
will steale and not aske : 
Such thresher at night 
walkes seldom home light. 
Some come away lag 

in bottle and bag. 
Some stealeSy for a iest, 
^ges out of the nest 



1 6 Lay stouer vp drie 
in order to lie. 

Poore bullock' doth craue 
fresh straw to baue. 

1 7 Make w6ekly vp flower, ^ 
though threshers do lower : 
Lay graine in loft 

and tume it oft. 

1 8 For muck, r^^ard, 
make cleane foule yard. 
Lay straw to rot, 

in watrie plot. 

19 Hedlond vp plow, 
for compas ynow. 

20 For herbes good store, 
trench garden more. 

2 1 At midnight trie 
foule priuies to fie. 

22 Rid chimney of soot, - 
from top to the foot. 

23 In stable, put now 
thy horses for plow. 

24 Good horsekeeper will 
laie muck vpon hill. 

25* Cut molehils that stand 
so thick vpon land. 

Thus endetfa Noaembers ab- 
stract, agr^dog with Nouonbers 
hosbajidrie. 



«-«>«Riiotiiii577. 



* kow. ' St. 25 IS not in 1577. 
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^ Other short remem- 
brances. 

26 Get pole, boy mine, 
beate hawes to swine. 
Driae hog to the wood, 
brake rootes be good. 



27 For mischiefe that falles, 
looke well to marsh walles. 



Drie laier get neate, 
and plentie of meate. 

28 Curst cattel that nurteth, 
poore wennel soon hurteth. 
Good neighbour mine, 
ring well thy swine. 

29 Such winter may seme, 
hog ringled^ will sterue. 
In frost k6epe dog 
from hunting of hog. 



Here ends Nonembers short remembrances. 



21. 

% Nouembers husbandrie. 



Chap, 19. 



Nouember take flaile. 
Let ship no more saile. 



Forgotten month past, 
Doe now at the last 



I A T Hallontide, slaughter time entereth in, 
-^ and then doth the husbandmans feasting begin 
From thence vnto shroftide kill now and then some, 
their offal for houshold the better wil come. 



Slaughter 
time. 



2 Thy dredge and thy barley go thresh out to malt, 
let malster be cunning, else lose it thou shalt : 
Thencrease of a seame is a bushel for store, 
bad else is the barley, or huswife much more. 



Dredge is 
otet and 
barlie. 



» ringd. 1577. 



S6 



Nouefftbers husbandries 



Winnowing, 
fanning^, ana 
casting. 



Threshing 
of barlie. 



ChafFe of 
com. 



3 Some vseth to winnow/ some vseth to fan, 

some vseth to cast it as cleane as they can : 
For seede goe and cast it, for malting not so, 
but get out the cockle,' and then let it go. 

4 Thresh barlie as yet but as neede shal require, 

fresh threshed for stoouer thy cattel desire : 

And therefore that threshing forbeare as ye may, 

till Candelmas comming, for sparing of hay. 

5 Such wheat as ye keepe for the baker to buie, 

vnthreshed till March in the sheafe let it lie. 
Least foistnes take it if sooner yee thresh it, 
although by oft turning ye seeme to refresh it. 

6 Saue chaffe of the barlie, of wheate, and of rie, 

from feathers and foistines, where it doth lie, 
Which mixed with come, being sifted of dust, 
go giue to thy cattel, when serue them ye must. 

7* Greene peason or bastings at Hallontide sowe, 
in hartie good soile he requireth to growe : 
Graie peason or runciuals cheerely to stand, 
at Candlemas sowe, with a plentifull hand. 

8 Leaue latewardly rering, keepe now no more swine, 

but such as thou maist, with the offal of thine : 
Except ye haue wherewith to fat them away, 
the fewer thou keepest, keepe better yee may. 

9 To rere vp much pultrie, and want the bame doore, 

is naught for the pulter and woorse for the poore. 
So, now to keepe hogs and to sterue them for meate, 
is as to keepe dogs for to bawle in the streate. 



* vimieir. 15^7. 
'* V te Cockle be left in, it will work, and some say make the Di 
•••'— T.R. 
M 7-10 are not in 1577. 
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10 As cat a good mouser is needful! in house, 

because for hir commons she killeth the mouse, 
So raaening curres, as a meany doo keepe, 
makes master want meat, and his dog to kill sheepe. 

n (For Easter) at MartilmaS hang vp a beefe, Martiimas 

for stalfed and pease fed plaie pickpurse the theefe : 
With that and the like, er an grasse biefe come in, 
thy folke shal looke cheerelie when others looke thin. 

12 Set garlike and beanes, at S. Edmond* the king, ^ 

the moone in the wane, thereon hangeth a thing : and^JiM 

Thencrease of a pottle (well prooued of some) 
shal pleasure thy houshold er peskod time come. 

'3 When raine is a let to thy dooings abrode. Threshing, 

set threshers a threshing to laie on good lode : 
Thresh cleane ye must bid them, though lesser they yarn, 
and looking to thriue, haue an eie to thy bame. 

'4 Take heede to thy man in his furie and heate, £itera 

with ploughstaff and whipstock, for maiming thy neate : 
To thresher for hurting of cow with his flaile, 
or making thy hen to plaie tapple vp taile. 

^5 Some pilfering thresher will walke with a staffe, ^^® 

will carrie home come as it is in the chaffe. 
And some in his bottle of leather so great 
will carry home daily both barlie and wheat. 

^6 If houseroome will serue thee, lay stouer vp drie, K^cpedry 

and euerie sort by it selfe for to lie. 
Or stack it for litter, if roome be too poore, 
and thatch out the residue noieng thy doore.' 

J 20th November. 

. . "The rest may lie in the open Yard, for the Cattle to tread into Dung, 
y^ ii the practice now a davs, so that our Farmers are not so afraid of 
^% their Doors it seems as tormerly, and that not without good reason.'* 



5« 



• " 9r^^^^^ ^^^^^^^w <^ #V^^NvV^W^^^H9w 9^^« 



rid 



^ 



Diflfiacof 



AfmduBf 
of gardes. 



of prioies. 



Sootie 
chtmiMjres. 



Pat hone 
into stable. 



17 Canse weMj thy thresher to make vp his flow^-, 

though slothlbll and pilferer thereat doo lower : 
Take tab for a season, take sack fcH- a shift, 
jet gamer for graine is the better for thrift. 

18 All maner of stiawe that is scattered in yard, 

good hosbandlie hnsbands hane dailj regard, 
In pit fall of water the same to bestowe, 
where lieng to rot, thereof profit maj growe. 

19 Now ploagh vp thy hedlond,^ or delae it with spade, 

where otherwise profit bat little is made : 
And cast it vp high, vpon hillocks to stand, 
that winter may rot it, to compas thy land. 

20 If garden reqoier it, now trench it ye may, 

one trench not a yard from another go lay : 
Which being well filled with muck by and by, 
go couer with moald for a season to ly. 

2 1 Foole priaies are now to be clensed and fide, 

let night be appointed such baggage to hide : 
Which buried in garden, in trenches alowe, 
shall make very many things better to growe. 

22 The chimney all sootie would now be made cleene, 

for feare of mischances, too oftentimes scene : 
Old chimney and sootie, if fier once take, 
by burning and breaking, soone mischeefe may make 

23 When ploughing is ended, and pasture not great, 

then stable thy horses, and tend them with meat : 
Let season be drie when ye take them to house, 
for danger of nittes, or for feare of a louse. 



' T.R. thinks that here is meant "such Ground in Common Field-Ian 
which the whole Shot (or parcel of Land belonging to many Men agaii 
whkh it Uet) tnm npon.*' 
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24 Lay compas vp handsomly, round on a hill, 
to walke in thy yzxd at thy pleasure and will, 
More compas it maketh and handsom the plot, 
if horsekeeper daily forgetteth it not. 

25' Make hillocks of molehils, in fidd thorough out, 
and so to remaine, till the yeere go about. 
Make also the like whereas plots be too hie, 
all winter a rotting for compas to lie. 

Thus endeth Nouembers hasbandrie. 



Saulng 
' of doong. 



22. 

% Decembers abstract. 



Chap. 



' \rO season to hedge, 
^ get b6etle and wedge. 
Cleaue logs now all, 
for kitchen and hall. 

^ Doll working tooles 
soone courage cooles. 

3 Leaue off tittle tattle, 
and looke to thy cattle. 
Senie yoong poore elues 
alone by themselues. 

4 Warme barth for neate, 
woorth halfe their meate. 
The elder that nurteth 
the yonger soone hurteth. 



20. 

5 Howse cow that is old, 
while winter doth hold. 

6 Out once in a day, 

to drinke and to play. 

7 Get trustie to seme, 
least cattle doo sterue. 
And such as in d^ede 
may helpe at 4 n6ede. 

8 Obserue this law, 

in seruing out straw. 

9 In walking about, 
good forke spie out. 



^ St 25 is not in 1577. 



6o 



Decembers abstract. 



10 At full and at change, 
spring tides are strange. 
If doubt ye fray, 

driue cattle away. 

1 1 Dank ling forgot 
will quickly rot. 

1 2 Here leame and trie 
to tume it and drie. 

1 3 Now stocks remooue, 
that Orchards looue. 

14 Set stock to growe 
too thick nor too lowe. 
Set now, as they com, 
both cherie* and plom. 

1 5 Sh6epe, hog, and ill beast, 
bids stock to ill feast.' 

1 6 At Christmas is good 
to let thy horse blood. 

1 7 Mark here what rable 
of euils in stable. 

18 Mixe well (old gaffe) 
horse come with chaffe. 
Let Jack nor Gill 
fetch come at will. 

19' Scnne countries gift 
«A miake hard shift. 



Some cattle well fare 
with fitches and tare. 
Fitches and tares 
be Norfolke wares. 

20 Tares threshed with skill 
bestowe as y6e will. 

2 1 Hide strawberies, wife, 
to saue their life. 

22 Knot, border, and all, 
now couer ye shall. 

23 Helpe b6es, sweet conie, 
with licour and honie. 

24 Get campers a ball, 
to campe therewithall. 

Thus endeth Decembers ab 
stract, agreeing with December 
hosbandrie. 

^ Other short remem- 
hrances. 

[25] Let Christmas spie 
yard cleane to lie. 
No labour, no sweate, 
go labour for heate. 
F6ede dooues, but kill not 
if stroy them ye will not. 
Fat hog or (er ye kill it) 
or else ye doo spill it. 



^ffhy north east 
toilfiBtst 1577. 
Ik la 1S73 (M.) ; sts. 19, 20, and 24 are not in 157: 
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[26] Pat oxe in stall, 
er oxe doo fall. 
Who s^etheth hir graines, 
hath profit for paines. 
Rid garden of mallow, 
plant willow and sallow. 



[27] Let bore life render, 
s6e brawne sod tender, 
For wife, fruit bie, 
for Christmas pie. 



Ill bread and ill drinke, 
makes many ill thinke. 
Both meate and cost 
ill dressed halfe lost. 

[28] Who hath wherewithal!, 
may ch^ere when he shall 
But charged man, 
must ch6ere as he can. 

Here ends Decembers 
short remembrances. 



23. 

IT Decembers husbandrie. 



Chap. 21. 



dirtie December 

For Christmas remember. 



Forgotten month past, 
Doe now at the last. 



I TT7HEN frost will not suffer to dike and to hedge, 
» * then get thee a heat with thy beetle and wedge : 
Once Hallomas come, and a fire in the hall, 
such sliuers doo well for to lie by the wall. 



Beetle and 
wedges. 



2 Get grindstone and whetstone, for toole that is dull, 
or often be letted and freat bellie full. 
A wheele barrow also be readie to haue 
at hand of thy seruant, thy compas to saue. 



Grinding 
stone and 
whetston. 



3 Giue cattle their fodder in plot drie and warme, 
and count them for miring or other like harme. 
Yoong colts with thy wennels together go serue, 
least lurched by others they happen to sterue.^ 



Senaing of 
cattle. 



* "The old will be apt to htmge or gore the younger." — T.R. 
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Decembers kusbandrie. 



Woodland 
coantrie. 



Hoannff 
of cattel. 

Champion. 



Champion. 



Ordering 
of cattel. 



Forkes and 
yokes. 



Qotafof 
cattd { 



4 The rack is commended for saaing of doong, 

so set as the old cannot mischiefe the yoong : 
In tempest (the wind being northly or east) 
warme barth vnder hedge is a sucker^ to beast. 

5 The hoosing of cattel while winter doth hold, 

is good for all such as are feeble and old : 
It saaeth much compas, and many a sleepe, 
and spareth the pasture for walke of thy sheepe.' 

6 For charges so little much quiet is won, 

if strongly and handsomly al thing be don : 
But vse to vntackle them once in a day, 
to rub and to lick them, to drink and to play. 

7 Get trustie to tend them, not lubberlie squire, 

that all the day long hath his nose at the fire. 
Nor trust vnto children poore cattel to feede, 
but such as be able to helpe at a neede. 

8 Seme riestraw out first, then wheatstraw and pease, 

then otestraw and barlie, then hay if ye please : 

But seme them with hay while the straw stouer last, 

then loue they no straw, they had rather to fast. 

9 Yokes, forks, and such other, let bailie spie out, 

and gather the same as he walketh about. 
And after at leasure let this be his hier, 
to beath them and trim them at home by the fier. 

10 As well at the full of the moone as the change, 
sea rages in winter be sodainly strange. 
Then looke to thy marshes, if doubt be to fray, 
for feare of {ne forte) haue cattel away. 



mcoor. i6aa 
id trimly refiretheth the walk of the sheepe. 1577. 



Decembers husbandrie. 



63 



1 1 Both saltfish and lingfish (if any ye haue) 

through shifting and drieng from rotting go saue : 
Least winter with moistnes doo make it relent, 
and put it in hazard before^ it be spent. 



Looketothy 
ling and 
saltfisb. 



1 2 Broome fagot is best to drie haberden on, . 
lay boord vpon ladder if fagots be gon. 
For breaking (in turning) haue verie good eie, 
and blame not the wind, so the weather be drie. 



Howto vte 
linff and 
haberden. 



1 3 Good fruit and good plentie doth well in the loft, 
then make thee an orchard and cherish it oft : 
For plant or for stock lale aforehand to cast, 
but set or remooue it er Christmas be past. 



Remoooing 
of tr6et. 



H Set one fro other full fortie foote wide, 

to stand as he stood is a part of his pride. 
More faier, more woorthie, of cost to remooue, 
more steadie ye set it, more likely to prooue. 

1 5 To teach and vnteach in a schoole is vnmeete, 
to doe and vndoe to the purse is vnsweete. 
Then orchard or hopyard, so trimmed with cost, 
should not through follie be spoiled and lost. 



An orchard 
point. 



Orchard 
and hop* 
yard. 



16 Er Christmas be passed let horse be let blood, 
for many a purpose it doth them much good. 
The dale of S. Stephen old fathers did vse : 
if that doe mislike thee some other dale chuse. 



Letting 
hone blood. 



17 Looke wel to thy horses in stable thou must, 
that haie be not foistie, nor chaffe ful of dust : 
Nor stone in their prouender, feather, nor clots, 
nor fed with greene peason, for breeding of bots. 



Breeding of 
the bott. 



er ere. 1577. 
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Decembers husbandrie. 



Hog and 

hennc^ 

meate. 



Strawberies. 



Gilleflowers. 



f 

How to 
preso 

DC6S« 



>resenae 



1 8 Some horsekeeper lasheth out prouender so, 
some Gillian spendal so often doth go. 
For hogs meat and hens meat, for that and for this, 
that come loft is empted er chapman hath his. 

1 9^ Some countries are pinched of medow for hay, 
yet ease it with fitchis as well as they may. 
Which inned and threshed and husbandlie dight, 
keepes laboring cattle in verie good plight. 

20^ In threshing out fitchis one point I will shew, 
first thresh out for seede of the fitchis a few : 
Thresh few fro thy plowhorse, thresh cleane for the c 
this order in Norfolke good husbands alow. 

2 1 If frost doe continue, take this for a lawe, 

the strawberies looke to be couered with strawe. 
Laid ouerly trim vpon crotchis and bows, 
and after vncouered as weather allows. 

22 The gilleflower also, the skilful doe knowe, 

doe looke to be couered, in frost and in snowe. 
The knot, and the border, and rosemarie gaie, 
do craue the like succour for dieng awaie. 

23 Go looke to thy bees, if the hiue be too light, 

set water and honie, with rosemarie dight. 
Which set in a dish ful of sticks in the hiue, 
from danger of famine 'yee saue them aliue. 

24* In medow or pasture (to growe the more fine) 
let campers be camping* in any of thine : 
Which if ye doe suffer when lowe is the spring, 
jroa gaine to your selfe a commodious thing. 

Thus endeth Decembers husbandrie. 

Bli. 10 and ao are not in 1577. 
1ram nmen and daunger. 1577. 

UHb>K>tini577. 

*M1mI1 pkyiog, at which they are very dextrous in Norfolk. "- 
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24. 



% A digression to kospitalitie. 



Chap. 22.* 

T EAUE hnsbandrie sleeping a while ye must doo, 
-■-^ to leame of housekeeping a lesson or twoo. 
What euer is sent thee by trauell and paine, 

a time there is lent thee to rendrit againe. 
Although ye defend it, vnspent for to bee, 

another shall spend it, no thanke vnto thee. 
How euer we clime, to accomplish the mind, 

we haue but a time thereof profit to find. 



26. 



If A description of time, and the yeare. 



Chap. 23. 

I AF God to thy dooings a time there is sent, 
^ which endeth with time that in dooing is spent. 
For time is it selfe but a time for a time, 
forgotten ful soone, as the tune of a chime. 



2 In Spring time we reare, we doo sowe, and we plant, 
in Sommer get vittels, least after we want. 
In Haruest we carie in come and the fruit, 
in Winter to spend as we neede of ech suit. 



Spring. 
Sommer. 
Haruest. 
Winter. 



^ Chap. 22 is wanting in 1573 (M). 



In 1577 it is printed in twice the 



66 A description of Hme and the y ear e. 

3 The yeere I compare, as I find for a truth, 
Chu^ood. tiie Spring vnto childhood, the Sommer to youth. 

Manhood. The Haruest to manhood, the Winter to age : 

all quickly forgot as a play on a stage. 



4 Time past is forgotten, er men be aware, 

time present is thought on with woonderfull care. 
Time comming is feared, and therefore we saue, 
yet oft er it come, we be gone to the graue. 



26. 

1 A description of life and riches. 

Chap. 24. 

1 11/ HO lining but daily disceme it he may, 

' * how life as a shadow doth vanish away ; 
And nothing to count on so suer to trust 
as suer of death and to tume into dust. 

2 The lands and the riches that here we possesse 

be none of our owne, if a God we professe, 
But lent vs of him, as his talent of gold, 
which being demanded, who can it withhold ? 

3 God maketh no writing that iustly doth say 

how long we shall haue it, a yeere or a day ; 
But leaue it we must (how soeuer we leeue) 
Atapop, or when Atrop shall pluck vs from hence by the sleeue 

4 To death we must stoupe, be we high, be we lowe, 

but how and how sodenly, few be that knowe : 
What carie we then, but a sheete to the graue, 
to couer this carkas, of all that we haue ? 



A description of housekeeping, 6j 

27. 

If y/ description of housekeeping. 

Chap. 25. 

\ 1I7HAT then of this talent, while here we remaine, 
* T to studie to yeeld it to God with a gaine ? 
And that shall we doo, if we doo it not hid, 
but vse and bestow it, as Christ doth vs bid. 

i What good to get riches by breaking of sleepe, 

but (hauing the same) a good house for to keepe ? 
Not onely to bring a good fame to thy doore, 
but also the praier to win of the poore. 

3 Of all other dooings house keeping is cheefe, 

for daily it helpeth the poore with releefe ; 
The neighbour, the stranger, and all that haue neede, 
which causeth thy dooings the better to speede. 

4 Though barken* to this we should euer among, 

yet cheefly at Christmas, of all the yeare long. 
Good cause of that vse may appeare by the name, 
though niggerly niggards doo kick at the same. 



28. 

^ A description of the feast of the birth 
of Christ, commonly called Christmas.^ 

Chap. 26. 

I 

I AF Christ cometh Christmas, the name with the feast, 

^ a time full of ioie to the greatest and least : 
At Christmas was Christ (our Sauiour) borne, 
the world through sinne altogether forlome. 

* hardnes. 1577. * A description of Christmas. 1577. 



68 A description of Christmas, 

2 At Christmas the daies doo^ begin to take length, 

of Christ doth religion cheefly' take strength. 
As Christmas is onely a figure or trope, 

so onely in Christ is the strength of our hope. 

3 At Christmas we banket, the rich with the poore, 

who then (but the miser) but openeth [h]is doore 
At Christmas of Christ many Carols we sing, 
and giue many gifts in the ioy of that Eang. 

4 At Christmas in Christ we reioice and be glad, 

as onely of whom our comfort is had ; 
At Christmas we ioy altogether with mirth, 
for his sake that ioyed vs all with his birth. 



29. 

IT A description of apt time to spend 

Chap. 27. 

1 T ET such (so fantasticall) liking not this, 
-LI nor any thing honest that ancient is, 
Giue place to the time that so meete we doo see 

appointed of God as it seemeth to bee. 

2 At Christmas good husbands haue come on the grou 

in bame, and in soller, woorth many a pound. 
With plentie of other things,' cattle and sheepe, 
all sent them (no doubt on) good houses to keepe. 

3 At Christmas the hardnes of Winter doth rage, 

a griper of all things and specially age : 
Then lightly poore people, the yoong with the old, 
be sorest oppressed with hunger and cold. 



* the day doth. 1577. 

' Of Christ our faith doth begin, etc. 1577. 

' Things plentie in house. 1577. 



A description of apt time to spend. 69 

4 At Christmas by labour is little to get, 

that wanting, the poorest in danger are set. 
What season then better, of all the whole yeere, 
thy needie poore neighbour to comfort and cheere ? 



30. 

1 Against fantasticall scruplenes. 

Chap. 28. 

1 1 T this time* and that time* some make a great matter, 
^ som help not but hinder the poore with their clatter. 
Take custome from feasting, what commeth then last, 

where one hath a dinner, a hundred shall fast. 

2 To dog in the manger some liken I could, 

that hay will eate none, nor let other that would ; 
Some scarce in a yeere giue a dinner or twoo, 
nor well can abide any other to doo. 

3 Play thou the good fellow, seeke none to misdeeme, 

disdaine not the honest, though merie they seeme : 
For oftentimes seene, no more verie a knaue 
than he that doth counterfait most to be graue. 

31. 

IF Christmas husbandlie fare. 

Chap. 29. 

' O.0OD husband iand huswife now cheefly be glad, 
^ things handsom to haue, as they ought to be had ; 
They both doo prouide against Christmas doo come, 
to welcome good neighbour, good cheere to haue some. 

> thing. 1577. 



yo Christmas kusbandUe fare. 

2 Good bread and good drinke, a good fier in the hall, 
^re. brawne, padding and soose, and good mustard withall. 

3 Beefe, mutton, and porke, shred pies of the best, 
pig, veale, goose and capon, and turkey well drest ; 

Cheese, apples and nats, iolj Carols to heare, 
as then in the coontrie is coonted good cheare. 

4 What cost to good husband b any of this ? 
good honshold prooision onelj it is. 

Of other the like, I doo leaae oat a menie, 
that costeth the husbandman neuer a penie. 

32. 

1: A Christmas Carollofthe birth of Christ 
vpon the tune of King Salomon. 

Chap. 30. 

'AS not Christ our Sauiour 
sent to vs fro God aboue ? 
not for our good behauiour, 
but onely. of his mercie and loue. 
If this be true, as true it is, 

truely in deede, 
great thanks to God to yeeld for this, 
then had we neede. 

2 This did our God for very troth, 
to traine to him the soule of man, 
and iustly to performe his oth 
to Sara and to Abram than, 
That through his seed all nations should 

most blessed bee : 
As in due time performe he would, 

as now wee see.* 

* all flesh should see. 1577. 



■w 



A Christinas Car oil. yi 

3 Which woonderously is brought to pas, 
and in our sight alredie donne, 

by sending as his promise was 

(to comfort vs) his onely sonne, 

£uen Christ (I meane) that virgins child, 

in Bethlem^ borne, 
that Lambe of God, that Prophet mild, 

with crowned thome. 

4 Such was his loue to saue vs all, 
from dangers of the curse of God, 
that we stood in by Adams fall, 
and by our owne deserued rod. 

That through his blood and holie name 

who so beleeues,' 
and flie from sinne and abhors the same, 

free mercie he geeues. 

5 For these glad newes this feast doth bring : 
to God the Sonne and holy Ghost 

let man giue thanks, reioice, and sing, 
from world to world, from cost ta cost : 
for all good gifts so many waies 

that God doth send, 
let vs in Christ giue God the praies, 

till life shall end. 

T. Tusser. 

[6] At Christmas be merie and thankfuU withall. 

And feast thy poore neighbors, the great with the small, 
Yea, all the yeere long, to the poore let vs giue, 
Gods blessing to folow vs while wee doo liue. 

^ Bethelem. 1577. 

' to sach ai beleues. 1577* 
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33. 



f Januaries abstract. 



Chap. 31. 



1 T)II^ Christmas adew, 
-■J thy stock now renew. 

2 Who killeth a neat, 
hath cheaper his meat. 
Fat home fed souse, 

is good in a house. 

3 Who dainties loue, 

a begger shall proue. 
Who alway selles, 
in hunger dwelles. 

4 Who nothing saue, 
shall nothing haue. 

5 Lay durt vpon heapes, 
some profit it reapes. 
When weather is hard, 
get muck out of yard. 
A fallow bestowe, 
where pease shall growe. 
Good peason and white, 
a fallow will quite. 

6 Go gather quickset, 
the yongest go get. 



Dig garden, stroy mallow, 
set willow and sallow. 
Gr6ene willow for stake 
in bank will take.* 

7 Let Doe go to buck, 
with Conie' good luck. 
Spare labour nor monie, 
store borough with conie. 
Get warrener bound 

to vermin thy ground. 
F6ed Doues, but kill not, 
if loose them ye will not. 
Done house repaire, 
make Douehole faire. 
For hop ground cold, 
Doue doong woorth gold. 

8 Good gardiner mine, 
make garden fine. 
Set garden pease, 

and beanes if ye please. 
Set Respis and Rose, 
yoong rootes of those. 

9 The timelie buier 
hath cheaper his fier. 



* Green set as a stake 

in bonke they wil take. 
' Gonney. 1577. 



1577. 



Januaries abstract. 



73 



10 Some bums without wit, 
some fierles sit. 

n Now season is good 
to lop or fell wood. 
Prune tr^es some allows 
for cattle to brows. 

12 Giue sh6epe to their f(6es 
the mistle of tr6es. 

13 Let lop be shome 
that hindreth come. 
Sane edder and stake, 
strong hedge to make. 

H For sap as ye knowe, 
let one bough growe. 
Next y^re ye may 
that bough cut away. 

15 A lesson good 
to encrease more wood. 

»6*Saue crotchis of wud, 
sane spars and stud. 
Saue hop for his dole, 
the strong long pole. 

17 How euer ye scotch, 
saue pole and crotch. 

18 From Christmas to May, 
weake cattle decay. 



19 With vergis acquaint 
poore bullock so faint ; 
This medcin approoued 
is for to be looued. 

20 Let plaister lie 
thr6e daies to trie : 
too long if ye stay, 
taile rots away. 

2 1 Eawes readie to yeane 
craues ground rid cleane. 
K6epe sh6epe out of briers, 
K^epe beast out of miers.^ 

22 K6epe bushes from bill, 
till hedge ye will : 
Best had for thy tume, 
their rootes go and bume.^ 

23 No bushes of mine, 
if fence be thine. 

24 In stubbed plot, 
fill hole with clot.' 

25 Rid grasse of bones, 
of sticks and stones. 

26 Warme barth giue lams, 
good food to their dams. 
Look daily well to them, 
least dogs vndoo them. 



^ St 16 and the second couplets in sts. 21 and 22 are not here In 1577* 
' Here follows in 1577, Take for thy tume, 

their roots go bume. 
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27 Yoong lamb well sold, 
fat lamb woorth goold. 

28 K^epe twinnes for br6ed, 
as eawes haue n6ed.^ 

29 One calfe if it please ye, 
now reared shall ease ye. 
Calues likely reare, 

at rising of yeare. 
Calfe large and leane 
is best to weane. 

30 Calfe lickt take away, 
and howse it* ye may. 
This point I allow 
for seruant and cow. 

3 1 Calues yonger than other 
leame one of another. 

32 No danger at all 
to geld as they fall. 
Yet Michel cries 
please butchers eies. 

33 Sow ready to fare, 
craues huswiues' care. 

34 Leaue sow but fiue, 
the better to thriue. 

35 Weane such for store 
as sucks before. 
Weane onely but thr^e 
large breeders to b6e. 



36 Lamb, bulchin» and pigf 
geld vnder the big. 

37 Leame wit, sir dolt, 
in gelding of colt. 

38 Geld yoong thy filly, 
else perish will ginny. 
Let gelding alone, 

so large of bone. 
By breathely tits 
few profit hits. 

39 Br6ede euer the best, 
and doo of the rest, 
Of long and large, 
take huswife a charge. 

40 Good cow & good groum 
yields y^erely a pound. 
Good faring sow 
holds profit with cow. 

41 Who k6epes but' twainc 
the more may gaine. 

42' Tith iustly, good garsoi 
else driue will the parso 

43 Thy garden twifallow, 
stroy hemlock and mallo 

44 Like practise they prooi 
that hops doe looue. 



45 Now make and wand in 
trim bower to stand in. 



» feede. 1577. » if. 1577, 

^ Good milch kow and sound. 1577. 
» both. 1577, 



• huswifes. 1577. 
* St. 42 b not in 1577. 
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Leaue wadling about, 
arbor be out. 



46 Who now sowes otes, 
gets gold and grotes. 
Who sowes in May 
gets little that way. 

47 Go breake vp land, 
get mattock in hand, 
Stub roote so tough, 
for breaking of plough. 

48 What greater crime 
then losse of time ? 

49^ Lay land or' lease 
breake vp if ye please. 
But fallow not yet, 
that hast any wit. 

50^ Where drink ye sowe, 
good tilth bestowe. 

51 Small profit is found, 
by peeling of ground. 

52 Land past the best 
cast vp to' rest. 

Thus endeth' Januaries ab- 
stract, agr^dn^ with Januaries 
httsbandrie. 

f Other short remem- 
brances. 

53 Get palling hooke (sirs), 
for broome and firs. 

* Sts. 49 and 50 are not in 1577. 

* And set or remoae 

what finite ye loae. 1 577. 



Pluck broome, broomestill, 
cut broome, broome kill. 

54 Broome pluckt by and by, 
breake vp for rie. 

. Friend ringle thy hog, 
or looke for a dog. 

55 In casting prouide, 
for s6ede lay aside. 
Get dbong, friend mine, 
for stock and vine. 

56 If earth be not soft, 
go dig it aloft. 

For quamier get bootes, 
stub alders and rootes. 

57 Hop poles waxe scant, 
for poles mo plant. 

Set chestnut and walnut, 
set filbeard and smalnut. 

58 Peach, plumtr6e, & cherie, 
yoong bay and his berie. 
Or set their stone, 

vnset leaue out none. 

59 Sowe kimels to beare, 
of apple and peare. 

All tr^es that beare goom 
set now as they coom. 

60 Now set or remooue 
such stocks as ye looue.* 

Here ends Januaries short 
remembrances. 



2 for. M. 



» the. IS77- 
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Of trees or fruit es to be set or remaoued. 



1 Apple trdes of all sorts. 

2 Apricocks. 

3 Barberies. 

4 BooUesse, black & white. 

5 Cheries, red and black. 

6 Chestnuts. 

7 Comet plums. 

8 Damsens,^ white & black. 

9 Filbeards, red and white. 

I o Goose beries. 

I I Grapes, white and red. 

1 2 Greene or grasse plums. 

13 Hurtillberies. 

14 Medlars or marles. 

15 Mulberie. 

1 6 Peaches, white and red. 



17 Peares of all sorts. 

18 Perareplums,* black &yelow. 

19 Quince tr6es. 

20 Respis. 

21 Reisons. 

22 Small nuts. 

23 Strawberies, red and white. 

24 Seruice trdes. 

25 Walnuts. 

26 Wardens, white and red. 

27 Wheat plums. 

[28] Now set ye may 
the box and bay, 
Haithome and prim, 
for clothes trim. 



36. 



IT Januaries husbandrie. 



Husbandly 
lessons. 



Chap, 32. 



A kindly good Janiu^re, 
Fr^eseth pot by the fdere. 



Forgotten month past, 
Doe now at the last. 



I TT7HEN Christmas is ended, bid feasting adue, 
* * goe play the good husband, thy stock to renue. 
Be mindfull of rearing, in hope of a gaine, 
dame profit shall giue thee reward for thy paine. 



* Damlteiis. 1577. 



' sic also in 1577. 



Januaries husbandrie. yj 

2 Who both by his calfe and his lamb will be knowne, 

may well kill a neate and a sheepe of his owne. 
And he that can reare vp a pig in his house, 
hath cheaper his bacon and sweeter his souse. 

3 Who eateth his veale, pig and lamb being froth, 

shall twise in a weeke go to bed without broth. ^ 
Vnskilfull that passe not, but sell away sell, 
shall neuer haue plentie where euer they dwell. 

4 Be greedie in spending, and careles to saue, 

and shortly be needie and readie to craue. 
Be wilfull to kill and vnskilfull to store, 
and looke for no foison,' I tell thee before. 

5 Lay dirt vpon heapes, faire yard to be seene, 

if frost will abide it, to feeld with it cleene. 
In winter a fallow some loue to bestowe, 
where pease for the pot • they intend for to sowe. 

6 In making or mending as needeth thy ditch. Quick set 

get set to quick set it, leame cunningly whitch.* 
In hedging (where clay is) get stake as ye knowe, 
of popler and willow, for fewell to growe. 

7 Leaue killing of conie,* let Doe go to buck, 

and vermine thy burrow, for feare of ill luck. 
Feed Done (no more killing), old Doue house repaire, K6epe 

cleene thy 

saue doue dong for hopyard, when house ye make faire. douehout. 

' *' Broath is still ns'd in some Farm Houses for Supper Meat, and Roast 
Meat look*d upon as very ill Husbandry."— T.R. 

' looke not for foyzen. 1577. " Foyton is Winter Food."— T.R. 

' Pease boyling or not boyling is one of the Fanners occult Qualities ; 
^ fiesh, and next to it, well dunged Grounds are observed to produce the 
^ Boylers, perhaps because they retain most moisture." — T.R. 

^ *^oy Experience Garden Quicksets are found to be the best, 

oecuie they are all of an age.^'— T.R. 

' "The common time of ending their Slaught (or Slaughter as the 
^•nenen tenn it) is Candiemas.''^T.K, 
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Rnndual 
peason. 



Timelie 
prouision 
for fewell . 



lUhns- 
bandrie. 



Pnining 
of tr^es. 



Mistle and 
luie. 



Lopping of 
pollengen. 



8 Dig garden, stroy mallow, now may ye at ease, 

and set (as a daintie) thy runciuall pease.^ 
Go cut and set roses, choose aptly thy plot, 
the rootes of the yoongest are best to be got. 

9 In time go and bargaine, least woorser doo fall, 

for fewell, for making, for carriage and all. 
To buie at the stub is the best for the buier, 
more timelie prouision, the cheaper is fier. 

10 Some burneth a lode at a time in his hall, 

some neuer leaue burning til burnt they haue all. 
Some making of hauock, without any wit, 
make many poore soules without fire to sit. 

1 1 If frost doo continue, this lesson doth well, 

for comfort of cattel the fewell to fell : 
From euerie tree the superfluous bows 
now prune for thy neat therevpon to go brows.' 

1 2 In pruning and trimming all maner of trees, 

reserue to ech cattel their properly fees. 
If snowe doo continue, sheepe hardly that fare 
craue Mistle and luie for them for to spare. 

1 3 Now lop for thy fewell old pollenger growen, 

that hinder the come or the grasse to be mowen. 
In lopping and felling, saue edder and stake, 
thine hedges as needeth to mend or to make. 

14 In lopping,' old Jocham, for feare of mishap, 

one bough stay vnlopped, to cherish the sap : 
The second yeere after then boldly ye may, 
for driping his fellowes, that bough cut away. 

* " The most forward Pea is the Rogue, they are pick'd from the Hasting 

and Hotspur."— T.R. 

» •* Since the use of Tumeps Cattel need not be hard put to it in snowy 

•♦her as formerly."— T.R. 

^ This is more proper in Underwood than Pollards, at least more in use 

ent ; few Pollards perish for want of it, but Runt-wood will."— T.R. 
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15 Lop popler and sallow, elme, maple, and prie, 
well saued from cattle, till Sommer to lie. 
So far as in lopping, their tops ye doo fling, 
so far without planting yoong copie will spring. 

16* Such fewell as standing a late ye haue bought, 
now fell it, and make it, and doo as ye ought. 
Giue charge to the hewers (that many things mars), 
to hew out for crotches, for poles, and for spars. 



The pro- 
pertie of 
softwood. 



17 If hopyard or orchard ye mind for to haue, 

for hoppoles and crotches in lopping go saue. 
Which husbandlie spared may seme at a push, 
and stop by so hauing two gaps with a bush. 



H<mpoles 

and 

crotchety 



18 From Christmas, till May be well entered in, 

some cattle waxe faint, and looke poorely and thin. 
And cheefly when prime grasse' at first doth appeere, 
then most is the danger of all the whole yeere. 



19 Take vergis and heate it, a pint for a cow, 

bay salt a hand full,' to rub tong ye wot how. 
That done, with the salt, let hir drinke off the rest : 
this manie times raiseth the feeble vp best. 



Amedicen 
for faint 
cattell. 



20 Poore bullock with browsing and naughtily fed, 
scarce feedeth, hir teeth be so loose in hir bed : 
Then slise ye the taile where ye feele it so soft, 
with soote and with garlike bound to it aloft.' 



To fasten 
loose t6eth 
in a ballock. 



* St 16 is not in 1577. 

' " Prime Grass appears commonly in woody moist Grounds, on Hedge 
fitnks, and is so called from its earliness ; when Cattle have tasted this they 
ba;in to loath their dry food. It is often sprung before Candlemas*^* — T.R. 

' foil a hand. 1577. 

* "This remedy still is in Practice. . . . The first indication of corrupt 
blood is from the staring Hairs on the Tail near the Rump. Some in- 
stead of Soot and Garlick put a Dock Root, or the Root of a Bears Foot, 
which they call a Gargat Root, others flay the Dewlaps to the very 
Shoulders."— T.R. 
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EwetTpon 
eaning. 



2 1 By brembles and bushes, in pasture too full, 

poore sheepe be in danger and loseth their wull.' 
Now therefore thine ewe, vpon lamming so neere, 
desireth in pasture that all may be cleere. 



22 Leaue grubbing or pulling of bushes (my sonne) 
till timely thy fences require to be donne. 
Then take of the best, for to furnish thy tume, 
and home with the rest, for the fier to bume. 



Stvbbinsr 
of gr^enes. 



23 In euerie greene,' if the fence be not thine, 

now stub vp the bushes, the grasse to be fine. 
Least neighbour doo dailie so hack' them beliue, 
that neither thy bushes nor pasture can thriue. 



24 In ridding* of pasture with turfes that lie by,* 

fill euerie hole vp, as close as a dy. 
The labour is little, the profit is gay, 
what euer the loitering labourers say. 

25 The sticks and the stones go and gather vp cleene, 

for hurting of sieth or for harming of greene/ 

For feare of Hew prowler, get home with the rest, 

when frost is at hardest, then carriage is best. 



Yoong 
lambet. 



26 Yoong broome or good pasture thy ewes doo require, 
warme barth and in safetie their lambes doo desire. 
Looke often well to them, for foxes and dogs, 
for pits and for brembles, for vermin and hogs. 



^ "Laige Ant-Hills is much the best shelter for Ewes and Lambs 
— T.R. 

' "This is understood of Hedge Greens .... a space next the Hed{ 
of a Rod or more in breadth."— T.R. 

* make. 1577. 

* " When you rid it of Bushes or Ant Hills."— T. R. 

* with tumes so bye. 1577. 

* ••Hedge Greens. "—T.R. 
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27 More daintie^ the lambe, the more woorth to be sold, 

the sooner the better for eaw that is old. 
But if ye doo minde to haue milke of the dame, 
till Maie doo not seuer the lambe fro the same. 

28 Ewes yeerly by twinning rich maisters doo make, 

the lamb of such twinners for breeders go take. 
For twinlings be twiggers, encrease for to bring, 
though som for their twigging Peccantem may sing. 

29 Calues likely that come between Christmas and Lent, 

take huswife to reare, or else after repent : 
Of such as doo fall betweene change and the prime,* 
no rearing, but sell or go kill them in time. 

30 Howse calfe, and go sockle it twise in a day, 

and after a while, set it water and hay. 
Stake ragged to rub on, no such as will bend, 
then weane it well tended, at fiftie dales end.' 

3 J The senior weaned his yoonger shall teach, 

how both to drinke water and hay for to reach.* 
More stroken and made of when ought it doo aile, 
more gentle ye make it, for yoke or the paile. 

V- Geld bulcalfe and ramlamb, as soone as they fall, 
for therein is lightly no danger at all. 
Some spareth the ton for to pleasure the eie, 
to haue him shew greater when butcher shall bie. 

• 

33 Sowes readie to farrow this time of the yeere 
are for to be made of and counted full deere. 
For now is the losse of a fare of the sow 
more great then the losse of two calues of thy cow. 

' "Likdr, or thriTing, such as will soon require more Milk than his old 
^ CM liord him."— T. R. 

"The first three days after the new moon or change." — T.R. 
**At present we rarely wean under twelve weeks.J^^T.R. 171a 



Rearing of 
lambs. 



Rearing of 
calues. 



Howsing of 
cattel. 



Of gelding. 



H 



'The hay is given them stuck in cleft sticks." — T.R. 



6 
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Rearing of 
pigs. 



A way to 
hane large 
br£ed of 
hogt. 



34 Of one sow togither reare few aboue fiue, 

and those of the fairest and likest to thriue. 
Ungelt of the best keepe a couple for store, 
one bore pig and sow pig, that sucketh before. 

35 Who hath a desire to haue store verie large, 

at Whitsontide let him giue huswife a charge, 
To reare of a sow at once onely but three, 
and one of them also a bore let it bee. 



t 



Gelding 
time. 



36 Geld vnder the dam, within fortnight at least, 
and saue both thy monie and life of the beast. 
Geld later with gelders as many one do, 
and looke of a doozen to geld away two. 



Gelding of 
hone coltet. 



37 Thy colts for thy saddle geld yoong to be light, 
for cart doo not so, if thou iudgest aright. 
Nor geld not but when they be lustie and fat : 
for there is a point, to be learned in that. 



Gelding of 
fillies. 



38 Geld fillies (but tits) er an nine daies of age, 
they die else of gelding (or gelders doo rage). 
Yoong fils so likelie of buike and of bone : 
keepe such to be breeders, let gelding alone. 



Reare the 
fairest of 
al things. 



39 For gaining a trifle, sell neuer thy store, 

what ioy to acquaintance, what pleasureth more } 
The larger of bodie, the better for breede : 
more forward of growing, the better they speede. 



n 



Of cow 
and sow. 



40 Good milchcow, well fed, that is faire and sound, 
is yeerely for profit as good as a pound : 
And yet by the yeere, I haue prooued er* now, 
as good to the purse is a sow as a cow. 



1 or. 1577. 
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41 Keepe one and keepe both, with as little a cost, 
then all shall be saued and nothing be lost. 
Both hauing togither what profit is caught, 
good huswifes (I warrant ye) need not be taught. 

42^ For lamb, pig and calfe, and for other the like, 
tithe so as thy cattle the Lord doo not strike. 
Or if yee deale guilefully, parson will dreue, 
and so to your selfe a worse tume ye may geue. 

43 Thy garden plot latelie well trenched and muckt, 

would now be twifallowd, the mallowes out pluckt,' 
Well clensed and purged of roote and of stone, 
that fait therein afterward found may be none. 

44 Remember thy hopyard, if season be drie, 

now dig it and weed it, and so let it lie. 
More fennie the laier the better his lust, 
more apt to beare hops when it crumbles like dust. 

45 To arbor begun, and quick setted' about, 

no poling nor wadling* till set be far out. 
For rotten and aged may stand for a shew, 
but hold to their tackling there doe but a few.' 

46 In Janiuere* husband that poucheth the grotes 

will break vp his laie, or be sowing of otes, 
Otes sowen in Janiuere, laie' by the wheat, 
in May by the hay for the cattle to eat.' 

I St. 42 is not in 1577. 

"In troiching, bury no Mallow, Nettle-dock, or Briony Roots." — T.R. 
' "Quick setted Arbors are now out of use, as agreeing very ill with the 
lilies Muslins. "—T.R. 17 10. 
J "Wattles arc wood slit"— T.R. 
they cannot but feaw. 1577. 
Jinuanr. 1577. 

"ky them by thy wheate " in 100 Good Points, 

"Such early sown Oats it is likely may be clearer of weeds ; and if 
nmy mv Hay in Afoy, that is, before my Chapman knows what Quantity 
■(lAallhave, he is nd'd by his Necessity for some ready money in Hand. ' 



f 



H 



Weeding of 
hopyard. 



Trimmiiig' 
up arbort. 



Sowing of 
otea. Late 
sowing not 
good. 
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84 yanuaries kusbandrU. 

47 Let sernant be readie, with mattock in hand, 
to stab oat the bashes that noieth the land : 
And combersome rootes, so annoieng the plough, 
tame vpward their arses with sorrow inoogh. 

uT^iS 4^ ^^° breaketh vp timelie his fallow or lay, 
coantrie. g^^ forward his hasbandrie manj a way. 

This trimlie well ended doth forwardly bring,* 
not onelie thy tillage, but all other thing. 

4q' Though lay land ye breke vp when Christmas is gon, 
for sowing of barlie' or otes therevpon. 
Yet hast[e] not to fallow til March be begun, 
least afterward wishing it had ben vndun. 

50' Such land as ye breake vp for barlie to sowe, 

two earthes at the least er ye sowe it bestowe.* 
If land be thereafter, set oting apart, 
and follow this lesson, to comfort thine hart. 

5 1 Some breaking vp laie soweth otes to begin,* 

to suck out the moisture so sower therein. 
Yet otes with hir sucking a peeler is found, 

both ill to the maister and worse to som ground. 

52 Land arable driuen or wome to the proofe, 

and* craueth some rest for thy profits behoofe. 
With otes ye may sowe it, the sooner to grasse, 
more soone to be pasture to bring it to passe. 

Thus endeth Janoaries hasbandrie. 

^ This tilth is a tilture, well forward doth bring. 1577. 

* Sts. 49 and '50 are not in 1577. 

' " Barley is now very rarely, if at all, sown on lay land. The fidlow 
he speaks of I take to be the second ploughing for Barley." — T.R. 171a 
Gervase Markham, in his English Husbandman^ directs a digging in May, 
another, with manuring, in October, and " the last time of your digging 
and setting shall be at the banning of April." 

* ** Barley-Ground ought to be as fine as an Ash-heap." — ^T.R. 

* " Where the Ground is ove» rich, it fines and sweetens it." — ^T.R. 

* " It " in Tusser Redivnms, " and." 1577. 
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86. 

f Februaries abstract. 

Chap, 33. 

J AY compas ynow, 8 Some prouender saue, 

for plowhorse to haue. 
To oxen that drawe, 
giue hay and not strawe. 
To st6eres ye may 
mixe strawe with hay. 



^ er euer ye plow. 

2 Place doongheapesalowe, 
more barlie to growe. 

3 Eat etch er ye plow, 

with hog, sh6epe and cow. 
Sowe lintels ye may, 
and peason gray. 
K^pe white vnsowne, 
more be knowne. 



9 Much carting, ill tillage, 
makes som to Hie village. 

10 Use cattle aright, 

to k6epe them in plight. 



/ 4 Sow pease (good trull) 
*Jje Moone past full, 
^ine s^des then sowe, 
^^ilst Moone doth growe. 1 2* Stick bows a rowe. 



1 1 Good quickset bie, 
old gatherd will die. 



^' ^y, follow the plough, 
^^ harrow inough. 
y^ harrow ye shall, 
^*^^ conerd be all. 



6S 



'^Ve pease not too thin, 
^^ plough ye set in. 

' ^te sowen sore noieth, 
^^ ripe, hog stroieth. 



where runciuals growe. 

1 3 Sowe kimels and hawe, 
where ridge ye did drawe. 

14 Sowe mustard s6ed, 
and helpe to kill w6ed. 
Where sets doo growe, 
s6e nothing ye sowe. 



* Februaries Abstract and Februaries Husbandry in the edition of 
'i7/ ^ifler much from that of 1580. 

> Staiua 12 is 4, and st. 22 is i in 1577. 
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1 5 Cut vines and osier, 
plash hedge of enclosier. 
F6ed highly thy swan, 
to lone hir good man. 
Nest high I aduise, 
least floud doe arise. 

] 6 Land meadow spare, 
there doong is good ware. 

1 7 Go strike off the nowles 
of deluing mowles. 
Such hillocks in vaine 
lay leauelled plaine. 

1 8 To wet the land, 

let mowle hill stand. 



^ Other short remem- 
brances. 

[23] Trench medow and redge, 
dike, quickset, and hedge. 
To plots not full, 
ad bremble and hull. 

[24] Let wheat and the rie 
for thresher still lie. 
Such strawe some saue, 
for thacker to haue. 

[25] Poore cunnie, so bagged, 
is soone ouer lagged. 
Plash burrow, set clapper, 
for dog is a snapper. 



1 9 Poore cattle craue 
some shift to haue. 

20 Cow little giueth 
that hardly liueth. 

2 1 Rid barlie al now, 
cleane out of thy mow. 
Choice s6ed out drawe, 
saue cattle the strawe. 

22 To coast man ride 
Lent stuffe to prouide. 

Thus cndeth Februaries ab- 
stract, agreeing with Februaries 
husbandrie. 



[26] Good flight who loues, 
must f6ed their doues. 
Bid hauking adew, 
cast hauke into mew. 

[27] K^epesh^epe out of briers, 
k6epe beast out of miers. 
K^epe lambes from fox, 
else shepherd go box. 

[28] Good neighbour mine, 
now yoke thy swine. 
Now euerie day, 
set hops ye may. 

[29] Now set for thy pot, 
best herbes to be got. 



Februaries abstract, Sy 

For flowers go set, [31] Watch ponds, go looke 

all sorts je can get. to w6eles and hooke. 

Knaues seld repent 
to steale in Lent. 
[30] As winter doth prooue, 

so may ye remooue. [32] Alls fish they get 

Now all things reare, that commeth to net. 

for all the yeare. Who muck regards 

makes hillocks in yards. 

Here ends Februaries short remembrances. 



87. 

1" Februaries husbandrie. 

Chap. 34. 

Feb, fin the dike Forgotten month past, 

With what thou dost like.^ Doe now at the last. 

1 lirHO laieth on doong er he laieth on plow, 

' * such husbandrie vseth as thrift doth alow. 
One month er ye spred it, so still let it stand, 
er euer to plow it, ye take it in hand. 

2 Place doong heape a low by the furrough along, 

where water all winter time did it such wrong. 
So make ye the land to be lustie and fat, 
and come thereon sowen to be better for that. 

3 Go plow in the stubble, for now is the season, 

for sowing of fitchis, of beanes, and of peason. 
So we nmciuals timelie, and all that be gray, 
but sowe not the white till S. Gregories day.' 

^ with what ye like. 1577. ' 12th of March. 
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4 Sowe peason and beanes in the wane of the Moone,^ 

who soweth them sooner, he soweth too soone. 
That they with the planet may rest and arise, 
and flourish with bearing most plentifall wise. 

5 Friend, harrow in time, by some maner of meanes, 

not onely thy peason, but also thy beanes. 
Unharrowed die, being buried in clay, 
where harrowed florish, as flowers in May. 

6 Both peason and beanes sowe afore ye -doo plow,* 

the sooner ye harrow, the better for yow.* 
White peason so good for the purse and the pot : 
let them be well vsfed else well doo ye not. 

7 Haue eie vnto haruest what euer ye sowe, 

for feare of mischances, by riping too slowe. 
Least come be destroied, contrarie to right, 
by hogs or by cattel, by day or by night.* 

8 Good prouender labouring horses would haue, 

good haie and good plentie, plow oxen doo craue. 
To hale out the muck and to plow vp thy ground : 
or else it may hinder thee many a pound. 

9 Who slacketh his tillage, a carter to bee, 

for grote got abrode, at home lose shall three. 
And so by his dooing he brings out of hart 
both land for the come and horse for the cart. 



* '* Pease and Beans sown during the Increase do mn more to Hawm or 
Straw, and during the Declension more to Cod, according to the common 
consent of country men. And I must own I have experienced it ; but I 
will not aver it so as that it is not lyable to exceptions. — T.R. 

' " This is called sowing under furrow, just before the second ploughing, 
which if neatly done lays them in rows." — T.R. 

' " Because if they lye until they are swelled the horse-footing is apt to 
endanger them." — T.R. 

^ ** This regards Field Land ; for in our Author's time Enclosures were 
not so frequent as now. " — T. R. 171a 
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10 Who abuseth his cattle and stenies them for meat, 

by carting or plowing, his gaine is not great. 
Where he that with labour can vse them aright, 
hath gaine to his comfort, and cattle in plight. 

1 1 Buie quickset at market, new gatherd and small, 

buie bushes or willow, to fence it withall. 
Set willowes to growe, in the steede of a stake, 
for cattel in sommer, a shadow to make. 



12 Stick plentie of bows ampng nmciuall pease ^ 

to climber thereon, and to branch at their ease. 
So dooing, more tender and greater they wex, 
if peacock* and turkey leaue iobbing their bex. 

13 Now sowe and go harrow (where redge ye did draw') 

the seed of the bremble, with kemell and haw. 
Which couered ouerlie, soone to shut out, 
goe see it be ditched and fenced about. 

14 Where banks be amended and newly vp cast, 

sow mustard seed,^ after a shower be past. 
Where plots full of nettles be noisome to eie, 
sowe therevpon hempseed, and nettle will die. 

1 5 The vines' and the osiers cut and go set, 

if grape be vnpleasant, a better go get. 
Feed swan, and go make hir vp strongly a nest, 
for feare of a floud, good and high is the best. 



If 



Ranciual 
peason. 



Sowe mus- 
tard 86ede. 



Cut or set 
vines. 



' "Rundval pease find now very little Entertainment in Gentlemen's 
Gardens. .... In their room are got the Egg pea, the Sugar pea, Dutch 
admirals, etc" — T.R., 17 10. 

' "A Peacock, altW a lovely Fowl to look on, .... is a very ill- 
natnroi Bird. "•— T. R. 

' " A way of quicksetting or fencing Enclosures out of the common 
Fidd the^ had in the days of our Author."— T.R. 

* '* This is most in practice in Marshy Countreys." — ^T.R. 

* '* Those that thrive best with us are the soudl black Grape, the white 
Muscadine, and the Parsley grape."— T. R. 



to thy fence 
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^*JjJjjg 1 6 Land meadow that yeeriy is spared for hay, 

now fence it and spare it, and doong it jre may. 
Get mowle catcher cnnninglie mowle for to kill, 
and harrow and cast abrode enerie hill. 

1 7 Where meadow or pasture to mowe ye doo laie, 

let mowle be dispatched some maner of waie. 
Then cast abrode mowlhill, as flat as ye can, 
for many commodities following than. 

1 8 If pasture by nature is giuen to be wet, 

then bare with the mowlhill, though thick it be set. 
That lambe may sit on it, and so to sit drie, 
or else to lie by it, the warmer to lie. 

t^^%Z!ll '9 Friend, alway let this be a part of thy care, 

for shift of good pasture, lay pasture to spare. 
So haue you good feeding, in bushets and lease, 
and quickly safe finding of cattel at ease. 

20 Where cattel may run about, rouing at wil, 
from pasture to pasture, poor bellie to fil. 

There pasture and cattel both hungrie and bare, 
for want of good husbandrie worser doo fare. 

2 1 Now thresh out thy barlie, for malt or for seed, 
for bread come (if need be) to serue as shall need. 

If worke for the thresher ye mind for to haue, 
of wheat and of mestlen vnthreshed go saue. 

22 Now timelie for Lent stuffe* thy monie disburse, 
the longer ye tarie for profit the wurse, 

If one penie vantage be therein to saue, 
of coast man or fleming be sure to haue. 

Thus endeth Februaries husbandrie. 

* "This Article is very much unregarded by Farmers at present, for 
fear, I suppose, of falling into Popery and Superstition ; but lay that quite 
aside, and let us consult our Interest, Health, and Gratitude." — ^T.R. 
The writer of Tusser Redivnms here enlarges on the advantages, personal 
and national, of fish diet Under Marches Husbandry, stanza 3, he 
mentions "Salt Fish, Furmity, Gruel, Wigs, Milk, Parsnips, Hasty- 
pudding, Pancakes, and twice a week Eggs," as the Farmer's Lenten Diet. 
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38. 

I 

^ Marches abstract. 

Chap. 35. 

WHITE peason sowe, 7 Leaue space and roome, 
scare hungry crow. to hillock to coome. 



2 Spare meadow for hay, 
spare marshes at May. 

3^ K^epe sh6epe from dog, 
k^pe lambes from hog. 
If foxes mowse" them, 
then watch or howse them. 

4 March drie or wet, 
hop growid go set. 
Yoong rootes well drest 
prooue euer • best. 
Grant hop great hill 

to growe at will. 
From hop long gut 
away go cut. 

5 Here leame the way 
hop rootes to lay. 

6 Rootes best to prooue, 
thus set I looue. 



8 Of hedge and willow 
hop makes his^ pillow. 
Good bearing hop 
climes vp to the top. 
K6epe hop from sunne, 
and hop is vndunne. 

9 Hop tooles procure 
that may endure. 

Iron crowe like a stake, 
d6epe hole to make. 
A scraper to pare 
the earth about bare. 
A hone to raise roote, 
like sole of a boote. 
Sharpe knife to cut 
superfluous gut. 

I o Who graflfing looues, 
now graffing prooues. 
Of euerie suite, 
graffe daintie fruite. 
Graffe good fruite all, 
or graife not at all. 



^ St 3, first couplet. What champion useth 

woodland refiiseth. 1577. 
* mouth them. 1573 (M.) ; mowse. 1577. 
"the. 1573.1577. 



* her. 1577. 
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1 1 Graffe soone may be lost, 
both graffing and cost. 
Leame here^ take h6ed 
what counsell doth b6ed.' 

1 2 Sowe barlie that can, 
too soone ye shall ban. 
Let horse k6epe his owne, 
till barlie be sowne. 
Sowe euen thy land, 
with plentifuU hand. 
Sowe ouer and vnder, 

in claie is no woonder. 

1 3* By sowing in wet, 
is little to get. 

14 Straight folow the plough, 
and harrow inough. 
With sling go throwe,* 

to scare away crowe. 

1 5 Rowle after a deaw, 
when barlie doth sheaw. 
More handsom to make it, 
to mowe and to rake it. 

1 6 Leame here ye may 
best harrowing way. 

1 7* Now rowle thy wheat, 
where clods be too great. 



1 8 Make readie a plot, 
for s6eds for the pot. 



[to. 1577. 

' St. 13 is not in 1577. 



19 Best searching minds 
the best wale finds. 

20 For garden best 

is south southwest. 

2 1 Crood tilth brings s6edes, 
euill tilture, w6edes. 

22 For sommer sowe now, 
for winter s6e how. 

23 Leame time to knowe, 
to set or sowe.* 

24 Yoong plants soone die, 
that growes too drie. 

25 In countrie doth rest, 
what season is best. 

26^ Good peason and 16ekes 
makes pottage for cr6ekes. 

27^ Hauespoone meat inough, 
for cart and the plough. 
Good poore mans fare, 
is poore mans care. 
And not to boast, 
of sod and roast. 

28 Cause rooke and rauen 
to s6eke a new hauen. 



Thus endeth Marches abstract, 
agr^ng with Marches has* 
buindrie. 

» bid, 1577 ; beed, 1585; breed, 1614. 



* sling or bowe. I577« 

* Stanias 17, 26, and first couplet of 27 are not in 1577. 

* Lines transposed in 1577. 
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\ Other short remem- 
hrances. 
[29] Geld lambes now all, 
straight as they Fall. 
Looke twise a day, 
least lambes decay. 

[30] Where horse did harrow, 
put stones in barrow, 
And* laie them by, 
in heapes on hy. 

[31] Let oxe once fat 
lose nothing of that. 
Now hunt with dog, 
vnyoked hog. 

[32] With Doues good luck, 
reare' goose and duck. 
To spare aright 
spare March his flight. 

[33j1^c following additional 
couplets are in 1577. 

Sane chikins poore buttocks 
from pye, crowe, & puttocks. 

Some loue now best 
yong rabbets nest. 

Now knaues will steale 
pigy lamb, and veale. 

Here leame to knowe 
what seedes to sowe. 

■ 

And such to plant 
whose seedes do want. 

»or. 1577. 



39. 

Seedes and herbes for the 
Kitchen. 

1 Auens. 

2 Betanie. 

3 Bluets or b^ets, white 

or yellow. 

4 Bloodwoort [Blood- 

woorth, 1577]. 

5 Buglas. 

6 Burnet. 

7 Burrage. 

8 Cabage remoue in June. 

9 Clarie. 

10 Coleworts. 

1 1 Cresses. 

12 Endiue. 

13 Fenell. 

14 French Malows. 

15 French Saffron set in 

August. 

16 Langdebiefe. 

17 L6ekes remoue in June. 

18 Lettis remoue in May. 

19 Longwort. 

20 Liuerwort. 

2 1 Marigolds often cut. 

22 Mercurie. 

23 Mints at all times. 

24 Nep. 

25 Onions [Ojmeons, 1577] 

from December to 
March. 

26 Orach or arach, redde 

and white. 

27 Patience. 

• hen. 1577. 
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28 Perceley. 

29 Peneriall. 

30 Primerose. 

31 Poret. 

32 Rosemary in the spring 

time [to growe south 
or west].* 

33 Sage red and white. 

34 [English]' Saffron set in 

August. 

35 Summer sauerie. 

36 Sorell. 

37 Spinage. 

38 Suckerie. 

39 Siethes. 

40 Tanzie. 

41 Time. 

42 Violets of all sorts. 

43 Winter sauerie. 

40. 

Herbes and rootes for sallets 
and sauce. 



7 Mustard s6ede, sowe in 

the spring and at 
Mihelmas. 

8 Musk million, in April and 

May. 

9 Mints. 

10 Purslane. 

1 1 Radish, and after remoue 

them. 

12 Rampions. 

13 Rokat, in April. 

14 Sage. 

15 Sorell. 

1 6 Spinage, for the sommer. 

1 7 Sea holie. 

18 Sperage, let growe two 

yeares, and then re- 
moue. 

19 Skirrets, set these plants 

in March. 

20 Suckerie. 

2 1 Tarragon, set in slippes in 

March.' 

22 Violets [of all coulors].* 



1 Alexanders, at all times. 

2 Artichoks. 

3 Blessed thistle, or 

Carduus benedictus. 

4 Cucumbers in April and 

May. 

5 Cresies, sowe with Lettice 

in the spring. 

6 Endiue. 



These buie with the penie, 
Or looke not for anie. 

1 Capers. 

2 Lemmans. 

3 Oliues. 

4 Orengis. 

5 Rise. 

6 Sampire. 



1 Omitted in 1577. 

* Tarragon, April, 1577. 



* Omitted in 1577. 

* Omitted in 1577. 
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41. 

Herbes and rootes to boile or 
to butter. 

1 Beanes, set in winter. 

2 Cabbegis, sowe in March, 

and after remooue. 

3 Garrets. 

4 Citrons, sowe in May. 

5 Goordes in May. 

6 Nauewes sowe in June. 

7 Pompions in May. 

8 Perseneps in winter. 

9 Runciuall pease set in 

winter. 
10 Rapes sowe in June. 
»i Tumeps in March & April. 

42. 

Strowing herbes of all sortes. 

1 Bassel, fine and busht, 

sowe in May. 

2 Baulme, set in March. 

3 Camamel. 

4 Costmarie. 

5 Cousleps and paggles. 

6 Daisies of all sorts. 

7 Sw6ete fennell. 
^ Garmander. 

9 Isop, set in Februarie. 

'0 Lauender. 

'» Lauender spike., 

^ Omitted in 1577. 



1 2 Lauender cotten. 

1 3 Maierom knotted, sowe or 

set at the spring. 

14 Mawdelin. 

15 Penal riall. 

16 Roses of all sorts, in 

Januarie and September. 

17 Red mints. 

18 Sage. 

19 Tanzie. 

20 Violets. 

21 Winter sauerie. 

43. 

Herbes, branches, and flowers, 

for windowes and 

pots. 

1 Baies, sowe or set in plants 

in Januarie. 

2 Batchelers buttorHs. 

3 Botles, blew, red, and 

tawnie. 

4 Collembines. 

5 Campions. 

6 Cousleps.* 

7 Daflfadondillies. 

8 Eglantine, or sw6et brier. 

9 Fetherfew. 

10 Flower armor' sowe in 

May. 

1 1 Flower de luce. 

12 Flower gentle, white and 

red. 

1 3 Flower nice. 

' armour. 1577 ; amour. 1614. 
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14 Gileflowers, red white and 

carnations, set in spring, 
and at Haraest in pots, 
pailes or tubs, or for 
sommer in beds. 

15 Holiokes, red, white and 

carnations. 

16 Indian eie, sowe in May, 

or set in slips in March. 

1 7 Lauender of all sorts. 

18 Larkes foot. 

1 9 Laus tibi. 

20 Lillium cum valium.^ 

21 Lillies, red and white, 

sowe or set in March 
and September. 

22 Marigolds double. 

23 Nigel la Romana. 

24 Pauncies or hartesease. 

25 Paggles, gr6ene and yelow. 

26 Pinkes of all sorts. 

27 Qu6enes gilleflowers. 

28 Rosemarie. 

29 Roses of all sorts. 

30 Snag* dragons. 

31 Sops in wine. 

32 Sw6ete Williams. 

33 Sw6ete Johns. 

34 Star of Bethelem. 

35 Star of Jerusalem. 

36 Stocke gilleflowers of all 

sorts. 

37 Tuft gilleflowers. 

38 Veluet flowers, or french 

Marigolds. 

* ^ oonviUiam. 1614. 



39 Violets, yellow and white. 

40 Wall gilleflowers of all 

sorts. 

44. 

Herbes to still in Sommer. 

1 Blessed thistle. 

2 Betanie [Betonye, 1577]. 

3 Dill. 

4 Endiue. 

5 Eiebright. 

6 Fennell. 

7 Fumetorie. 

8 Isop. 

9 Mints. 

10 Plantine. 

1 1 Roses red and damaske. 

12 Respies. 

13 Saxefrage. 

14 Strawberies. 

15 Sorell. 

16 Suckerie. 

17 Woodrofe for sw^ete 

waters and cakes. 

46. 

Necessarie herbes to growe 

in the garden for Physick, 

not rehersed 

before. 

1 Annis. 

2 Archangel. 

* Snap. 1577. 
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3 Betanie. 

4 Cbaruiel. 

5 Cinqfile. 

6 Cnmmin. 

7 Dragons. 

8 Detanie,* or garden ginger. 

9 Gromel s^ed, for the stone. 

Hartstong. 

1 Horehound. 

2 Louage for the stone. 

3 Licoras. 

4 Mandrake. 

5 Mogwort [Mogworth, 1577]. 

6 Pion^es. 

7 Poppie. 



18 Rew. 

19 Rubarb. 

20 Smalach, for swellings. 

21 Saxefrage, for the stone, 

22 Sauin, for the bots. 

23 Stitch wort. 

24 Valerian. 

25 Woodbine. 

[26] Thus ends in breefe. 
Of herbes the cheefe, 
To get more skill, 
Read whom ye will, 
Such mo to haue, 
Of field go craue. 



46. 

IF Marches husbandrie. 



Chap, 36. 



March dust to be sold, 
Worth ransome of gold. 



Forgotten month past, 
Doe now at the last. 



' T][7HITE peason, both good for the pot and the purse,' [Sowing 
' ' by sowing too timelie, prooue often the wurse. JcioJi? 
Bicaose they be tender and hateth the cold, '^^^ 



prooue March er ye so we them, for being too bold. 



2 Spare meadow at Gregorie, marshes at Pask, 
for feare of drie Sommer, no longer time ask. 
Then hedge them and ditch them, bestow thereon pence : 
come, meadow and pasture, aske alway good fence. 



Spare eating 
otmeadowe. 



' Betany, in 1577. Thus mistakes in synonyms arise. 

* "The Retailer now sells them for 2\i, the Quart.''— T.R. 1710. 
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In Lent 
haae an ey 
to sh^p 
biters. 

Setting of 
hops. 



Hop tools. 



3 Of mastiues and mungrels, that manie we see, 

a number of thousands too manie there bee. 
Watch therefore in Lent, to thy sheepe go and looke, 
for dogs will haue vittles,* by hooke or by crooke. 

4 In March at the furdest, drie season or wet, 

hop rootes so well chosen, let skilfull go set. 
The goeler* and yonger the better I loue ; 
well gutted' and pared, the better they proue. 

5 Some laieth them croswise, along in the ground, 

as high as the knee they doo couer vp round. 
Some prick vp a stick in the mids of the same, 
that little round hillock the better to frame. 

6 Some maketh a hollownes, halfe a foot deepe, 

with fower sets in it, set slant wise a steepe : 
One foot from another, in order to lie, 
and thereon a hillock, as round as a pie. 

7 Five foot from another ech hillock would stand, 

as straight as a leaueled line with the hand. 
Let euerie hillock be fower foot wide, 
the better to come to on euerie side. 

8 By willowes that groweth thy hopyard without, 

and also by hedges thy meadowes about. 
Good hop hath a pleasure to climbe and to spred, 
if Sunne may haue passage to comfort hir hed. 

9 Get crowe made of iron, deepe hole for to make, 

with crosse ouerthwart it, as sharpe as a stake. 
A hone* and a parer, like sole of a boote,* 
to pare away grasse and to raise vp the roote. 

^ In Lent, dog's meat was scarce, and '* a mort Lamb now and then was 
▼eiy apt to whet their appetite for Mutton." — T.R. 

* goeler. 1577. goodlier. 1614. **The goeler is the yellower, which 
are me best setts, old roots being red.*' — T.R. 

» "Well taken off from the old Roots."— T.R. 

* "A common Rubber or Whetstone."— T.R. 

* "The best, in my minde, are those triangular ones used by the Fen 

iBdbken."— T.R. 17 10. 
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10 In March is good graffing, the skilfull doo knowe, 

so long as the wind in the East doo not blowe. 
From Moone being changed til past be the prime,^ 
for graffing and cropping is verie good time. 

1 1 Things graffed or planted,' the greatest and least, 

defend against tempest, the bird' and the beast. 
Defended shall prosper, the tother is lost, 

the thing with the labour, the time and the cost. 

1 2 Sowe barlie in March, in April and Maie, 

the latter^ in sand, and the sooner in claie.^ 
What worser for barlie than wetnes and cold ? 
what better to skilfull than time to be bold ? 

13* Who soweth his barlie too soone or in raine, 
of otes^ and of thistles shall after complaine. 
I speake not of Maie weed, cockle and such, 
that noieth the barlie, so often and much. 

14 Let barlie be harrowed, finelie as dust, 

then workmanly trench it and fence it ye must. 
This season well plied, set sowing an end, 

and praise and praie God a good haruest to send. 

1 5 Some rowleth their barlie straight after a raine, 

when first it appeareth to leauell it plaine. 
The barlie so vsed, the better doth growe, 
and handsome ye make it at haruest to mowe. 



Graffing. 



Sowing of 
barlie. 



Rowling of 
barlie. 



cf. anU^ p. 85, St 4. 

plainted. 1577. 

"That impudent bird, a Tomtit, is not easily frighted."— T.R. 

"later."— T.R. 

" Barley is rarely sown in Clay, at present." — T.R. 171a 

St. 13 is not in 1577. 

Gerrase Markham says : "You shall take care that in your seede Barly 
there be not any Oates, for although they be in this case amongst Husband- 
men accounted the best of weede, yet are they such a disgrace," etc ; 
- • . . and he adds that "some grounds will .... bring forth naturally 
acertaine kinde of wilde Oates." — English Husbandman^ Ft. L ch. v. 



ICX> 



Marches husbandrie. 



Gardening. 



f 



To know 
good land. 



II 



H 



1 6 Otes, barlie and pease, harrow after you sowe,^ 
for rie harrow first, as alreadie ye knowe. 
Leaue wheat little clod, for to couer the head, 
that after a frost, it may out and go spread. 

1 7* If clod in thy wheat wil not breake with the frost, 
if now ye doo rowle it, it quiteth the cost. 
But see when ye rowle it, the weather be drie, 
or else it were better vnrowled to lie. 

1 8 In March and in April,' from morning to night, 

in sowing and setting, good huswiues delight : 
To haue in a garden, or other like plot, 
to turn vp their house, and to furnish their pot. 

1 9 The nature of flowers dame Physick doth shew, 

she teacheth them all to be knowne to a few. 
To set or to sowe, or else sowne to remoue, 
how that should be practised, leame if ye loue. 

20 Land falling or lieng full South or southwest, 

for profit by tillage is lightly the best. 
So garden with orchard and hopyard I finde, 
that want the like benefit, growe out of kinde. 

2 1 If field to beare come a good tillage doth craue, 

what thinke ye of garden, what garden would haue 
In field without cost be assured of weedes, 
in garden be suer thou loosest thy seedes. 

22 At spring (for the sommer) sowe garden ye shall, 

at haruest (for winter) or sowe not at all. 
Oft digging, remoouing, and weeding (ye see), * 
makes herbe the more holesome and greater to bee 



^ "That is, in our Countryman's Phrase, .... aboTe furrow, tlu 
npoD land after the last ploughing."— T.R. Cf. axAr, p. 88, st 6. 

* St 17 is not in 1577. 

* Li Biiucb, ApiHy and May. 1577. 
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23 Time faire, to sowe or to gather be bold, If 

but set or remooue when the weather is cold.* 
Cat all thing or gather, the Moone in the wane, 
but sowe in encreasing, or giue it his bane. 

24 Now set doo aske watering with pot or with dish, ^ 

new sowne doo not so, if ye doo as I wish. 
Through cunning with dible, rake, mattock, and spade, 
by line and by leauell, trim garden is made. 

^ Who soweth too lateward, hath seldome good seed, 
who soweth too soone, little better shall speed. 
Apt time and the season so diuers to hit, 
let aier and laier' helpe practise and wit. 

26' Now leekes are in season, for pottage full good, H 

and spareth the milchcow and purgeth the blood. 
These hauing, with peason for pottage in Lent, 
thou sparest both otemell and bread to be spent. 

27' Though neuer so much a good huswife doth care, ^ 

that such as doe labour haue husbandlie fare. 
Yet feed them and cram them til purse doe lack chinke, 
no spoone meat, no bellifull, labourers thinke. 



nest, etc. 



28 Kill crowe, pie and cadow, jooke, buzard and rauen, pestroie 

' '^ ' ' ' pie. rooks, 

or else go desire them to seeke a new hauen. SS.t""r "' 

In scaling the yoongest, to pluck oflf his beck, 
beware how ye climber, for breaking your neck. 

Thus endeth Marches husbandrie. 

* "There b an old Sawe to this purpose : 

' In Gardening never this Rule forget, 
To Sow dry, and Set wet.' "— T.R. 

' "By AUr I understand Situation, Weather, etc. .... By Laiery 
^poation, the Nature of the Soil, Heart of the Land, etc."—T.R. 
' bts. 26 and 27 are not in 1577 ; but instead — 

Good peason and leekes, to make porredge in lent, 

and pescods in July, saue fish to be spent 
Those hauing with other things plentifml than, 

thou winnest the hart of the labouring man. 



I02 Aprils abstract. 



47. 



IF Aprils abstract. 



Chap. 37. 

I* QOME champions laie 9 The straightest ye knowe, 
^ to fallow in Male. for staddles let growe. 

2 When tilth plows breake, 10 Crab tr6e preserue, 
poore cattle cries creake. for plough to seme. 

3 One dale er ye plow, 1 1 Get timber out, 
spred compas ynow. er y6ere go about. 

4 Some fodder buieth, 12 Somcuntrieslackplowmeat, 
in fen where it lieth. and som doe want cowmeat. 

5 * Thou champion wight, 1 3 Small commons and bare, 

haue cow meat for night. yields cattell ill fare. 

6 Set hop his pole, 14 Som common with g6ese, 
make d^epe the hole. and sh6epe without fl6ese. 

Som tits thither bring, 

7 First, bark go and sell, and hogs without ring, 
er timber ye fell. 

15 Some champions agr6e 

8 Fence copie in, as waspe doth with b6e. 
er heawers begin. 



^ Sts. 1-5 are not in 1577. 
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16 Get swineherd for hog, 20 Slut Cisley vntaught 
but kill not with dog. hath whitemeat naught. 
Wher swineherd doth lack, 

come goeth to wrack. 2 1 Some bringeth in gaines, 

some losse beside paines. 

17 AH goes to the Deuill, 

where shepherd is euill. 22 Run Cisse, fault known/ 

with more than thine own. 

18 Come home from land, Such Mistris, such Nan, 
with stone in hand. such Maister, such Man. 

19 Man cow prouides, Thus cndeth Aprils abstract, 
wife dairie guides. agreeing with Aprils hosbandrie. 

*•* In 1577 St. II is followed by sts. 20, 21, 22 ; then follows— 

Such Mistres such Nan, 
such roaster such man. 
By such ill gestes, 
poore Cis il restes. 
Such fautes as thease 
good dame will ease. 
These faultes all ten, 
abhorreth all men. 
A warning for Cysse 
for doing amysse. 



48. 

% Aprils husbandrie. 

Chap. 38. 

Sw^te April showers. Forgotten month past, 

Doo spring Maie flowers. Doe now at the last. 

i*TN Cambridge shire forward to Lincolne shire way, 
-■- the champion maketh his fallow in May. 
Then thinking so dooing one tillage woorth twaine, 
by forcing of weede, by that meanes to refraine. 



> cfl post^ ch. 48, St. 21. 
' Sts. 1-5 are not in 1577. 
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2 If April be dripping, then doo I not hate, 

(for him that hath little) his fallowing late. 
Else otherwise fallowing timelie is best, 
for sauing of cattel, of plough and the rest. 

3 Be suer of plough to be readie at hand, 

er compas ye spred that on hillocks did stand : 
Least drieing so lieing, doo make it decaie, 
er euer much water doo wash it awaie. 

4 Looke now to prouide ye of meadow for hay, 

if fennes be vndrowned, there cheapest ye may.^ 
In fen for the bullock, for horse not so well, 
count best the best cheape, wheresoeuer ye dwell. 

5 Prouide ye of cowmeate, for cattel at night, 

and chiefly where commons lie far out of sight : 
Where cattel lie tied without any meat, 
that profit by dairie can neuer be great. 



Put 
your 



?lo1biU ^ ^^^ ^^*^ ^^ hopyard with plentie of poles, 

amongst those same hillocks deuide them by doles. 
Three poles to a hillock' (I pas not how long)* 
shall yeeld thee more profit, set deeplie and strong. 

Felling of n Sell barke to the tanner er timber yee fell, 

timber. ' •' 

cut lowe by the ground* or else doo ye not well. 
In breaking* saue crooked, for mill and for ships, 
and euer in hewing saue carpenters chips. 



1 " Now ye may see what medows are well laid up, and what not, ai 
accordingly chuse your ground." — T.R. 

' " I suppose in our Author's time they made the Hills less than they c 
now." — T.R. 1 710. 

' ** Overpoling (especially in height) is worse than underpoling." — T.l 

* ** Six inches at the but may be more worth than two foot in anoth 
part."— T.R. 

* '* Sawing out ; it being called breaking-up by workmen in those par 
near where our Author lived." — T.R. 
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8 First see it well fenced er hewers begin, 

then see it well stadled,* without and within ; 
Thus being presenied and husbandlie donne, 
shall sooner raise profit, to thee or thy sonne. 

9 Leaue growing for stadles the likest and best, wSSi?* °^ 

though seller and buier dispatched the rest. 
In bushes, in hedgerowe, in groue, and in wood, 
this lesson obserued is needfuU and good. 

JO Saue elme, ash and crabtree, for cart and for plough, 
saue step for a stile, of the crotch of the bough. 
Sane hazel for forks, saue sallow for rake, 
saue huluer" and thome, thereof flaile for to make. 

J I Make riddance of carriage, er yeere go about, DUcharec 

- thy woous. 

for spoiling of plant that is newlie come out. 
To carter (with oxen) this message I bring, 
leaue oxen abrode' for anoieng the spring. 

'2* Allowance of fodder some countries doo yeeld, 
as good for the cattel as haie in the feeld. 
Some mowe vp their hedlonds* and plots among come, 
and driuen to leaue nothing, vnmowne, or vnshome. 

13 Some commons are barren, the nature is such, 
and some ouer laieth the common too much. 
The pestered commons small profit doth geeue, 
and profit as little some reape I beleeue. 



' *'Tostadle a Wood is to leave at certain distances a sufficient number 
of joang Trees to replenish it."— T.R. 

' "or Holly .... heavy enough for flail swingels." — T.R. 

' T.R. reads *' leave not oxe abroad," and explains spring to mean the 
V^nstB bods of felled underwood. 

^ Sts. 12 to 18 are not in 1577. 

* "The laying of headlands for grass is frequently used in Norfolk to 
this day."— T.R. 1710. 



io6 Aprils kusbandrie. 

14 Some pester the commons, with iades and with geese, 

with hog without ring and with sheepe without fleese. 
Some lose a daie labour with seeking their owne, 
some meet with a bootie they would not haue knowne. 

1 5 Great troubles and losses the champion sees,^ 

and euer in brauling, as wasps among bees : 
As charitie that waie appeereth but small, 
so lesse be their winnings, or nothing at all. 

1 6 Where champion wanteth a swineherd for hog, 

there many complaineth of naughtie mans dog. 
Where ech his owne keeper appoints without care, 
there come is destroied er men be aware. 

1 7 The land is well harted with helpe of the fold, 

for one or two crops, if so long it will hold. 
If shepherd would keepe them from stroieng of come, 
the walke of his sheepe might the better be borne. 

1 8 Where stones be too manie, annoieng thy land, 

make seruant come home with a stone in his hand. 
By daily so dooing, haue plentie yee shall, 
both handsome for pauing and good for a wall. 

^ 1 9 From April beginning, till Andrew be past, 

Dairie SO loug with good huswifc, hir dairie doth last. 

Good milchcow and pasture, good husbands prouide, 
the resdue good huswiues knowes best how to guide. 

^ 20 111 huswife vnskilful to make hir owne chees, 

111 hus- through trusting of others hath this for hir fees. 

Her milke pan and creame pot, so slabbered and sost, 
that butter is wanting and cheese is halfe lost. 

» "Our Author liVd in the Reigns of King Henry the Eighth, King 
Edward the Sixth, Queen Mary and Queen Elkabeth : during which time 
there were several commotions about the taking in of Common Field Land. 
.... The greatest part of the privil^es of Common Fields, etc., are but 
so many privileges to wrong and quarrel with their neighbours.** — ^T.R. 
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2 1 Where some of a cow doo raise yeerelie a pound, ^ 

with such seelie huswiues no penie is found. 
Then dairie maid (Cisley) hir fault being knowne, 
away apace trudgeth, with more than hir owne. 

22 Then neighbour, for Gods sake, if any you see, ^ 

good seruant for dairie house, waine* her to mee. nihut- 

° ' wiues 

Such maister such man, and such mistris such maid, taiengs. 
such husband and huswife, such houses araid.* 



49. 

7i A lesson for dairie maid Cisley, of ten 

toppings gests. 

(a) A S wife that will {fi) So Cisse that serues 
-^ good husband plese, must marke this note, 

Must shun with skill What fault deserues 

such gests as these. a brushed cote. 

{/) Gehezie, Lots wife, and Argusses eies, \ 

Tom piper, poore Cobler, and Lazarus thies. Ten top- 

pings gests 

Rough Esau, with Mawdlin, and Gentils that scrall, ^•«»* ^f- 

With Bishop that bumeth, thus knowe ye them all.' 

(</) These toppingly gests be in number but ten^ 
As welcome in dairie as Beares among men. 
Which being descried^ take heede of ^ you shall, 
For danger of after claps, after that fall. 

» warnes. 1573 (M.) ; wayne. 1577. 

' and house is araid. 1573 (M.) ; "such houses arayde." 1577. 
' With bishop that tumeUi and bumeth up all. 1573 (M.) and 1577. 
*iC 1577. 



io8 



A lesson /or dairie inaid^ etc. 



1 



White and 
drie. 

Too salt. 



Full of eies. 



Houen. 



Tough. 



Full of spots. 



Full of 
heares. 



Full of whey. 



Full of 
gentils. 

Burnt to 
the pan. 



1 Gehezie his sicknes was whitish and drie, 
such cheeses, good Cisley, ye floted* too nie. 

2 Leaue Lot with her piller (good Cisley) alone, 
much saltnes in whitemeat is ill for the stone. 

3 If cheeses in dairie haue Argusses eies, 
tell Cisley the fault in hir huswiferie lies.' 

4 Tom Piper hath houen and puffed vp cheekes, 

if cheese be so houen, make Cisse to seeke creekes. 

5 Poore Cobler he tuggeth his leatherlie trash, 
if cheese abide tugging, tug Cisley a crash. 

6 If Lazer* so lothsome in cheese be espied, 
let baies amend Cisley, or shift hir aside. 

7 Rough Esau was hearie from top to the fut, 
if cheese so appeareth, call Cisley a slut. 

8 As Mawdlin wept, so would Cisley be drest, 
for whey in hir cheeses, not halfe inough prest. 

9 If gentils be scrauling, call magget the py, 
if cheeses haue gentils, at Cisse by and by. 

I o Blesse Cisley (good mistris) that Bishop doth ban 
for burning the milke of hir cheese to the pan. 



[ 1 1 ] //■ thou {so oft Uateny 
ammdest by this : 



I will no more threaten^ 
I promise thee Cis, 



[12] Thus dairie maid Cisley, rehearsed ye see, 

what faults with ill huswife, in dairie house bee. 
Of market abhorred, to houshold a griefe, 
to maister and mistris, as ill as a thiefe. 

Thus endeth Aprils husbandrie. 



* ** Floting is taking off the Cream."— T.R. 

' ** Because she did not work the Curd well together." — T.R. 
^ "An inner corruption. . . . Chiefly occasioned from their using milk 
soon after calving." — T.R. 

* Amend so oft beaten 

for doing amisse. 1577. 
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60. 

IF Maies abstract. 

Chap. 39. 
I T)UT lambe from eawe, 1 1 For come here r6ede, 



J- to milke a feawe. 

2 Be not too bold, 

to milke and to fold. 

3 Fine eawes alow, 
to euerie cow. 

4 Sh6epe wrigling taile 
hath mads without faile. 

5 Beat hard in the r6ede 
where house hath n6ede. 

6 Leaue cropping from May 
to Mihelmas day. 

Let luie be killed, 
else tr6e will be spilled. 

7 Now threshers wame 
to rid the bame. 

8 Be suer of hay 
till thend of May. 

9 Let sh6epe fill fianke, 
where corne is too ranke. 
In woodland leuer/ 

in champion neuer. 

JO To w6eding away, 
as.soone as y6e may. 



what naughtie w6ede. 

12 Who weeding slacketh, 
good husbandrie lacketh. 

1 3 Sowe buck or branke, 
that smels so ranke. 

14 Thy branke go and sowe, 
where barlie did growe. 
The next crop wheat 

is husbandrie neat. 

15 Sowe pescods some, 
for haruest to come. 

16 Sowe hemp and flacks, 
that spinning lacks. 

17 Teach hop to clime, 
for now it is time. 

1 8 Through fowles & w6edes 
poore hop ill sp^edes. 
Cut off or crop 
superfluous hop : 

The titters or tine 
makes hop to pine.' 

1 9 Some raketh their wheat, 
with rake that is great. 
So titters and tine 

be gotten out fine. 



* euer. 1577. 



' now take out fine. 1577. 



no 
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20 Now* sets doe craue 
some weeding to haue. 

2 1 Now draine as ye like 
both fen and dike. 

22 Watch b6es in May, 
for swarming away. 
Both now and in June, 
marke maister b^es tune. 

23 Twifallow thy land, 
least plough else stand. 

24 No longer tarrie, 
out compas to carrie. 

25 Where n6ede doth pray it, 
there s6e ye lay it. 

26 Set Jack and J one 
to gather vp stone. 

27 To grassewith thycalues, 
take nothing to halues. 

28 Be suer thy neat 
haue water and meat. 

29 By tainting of ground, 
destruction is found. 

. 30 Now carrege get 
home fewell to fet. 



Tell fagot and billet 
for filching gillet 

3 1 In sommer for firing 
let citie be buying. 
Marke colliers packing 
least coles be lacking. 
(S6e opened sack) 

for two in a pack. 

32 Let nodding patch 
go sl6epe a snatch. 

33 Wife as* you will, 
now plie your still. 

34 Fine bazell' sowe, 
in a pot to growe. 
Fine swedes sowe now, 
before ye sawe how. 

35 K^epe ox from cow, 
for causes ynow. 

Thus endeth Maies abstiuct, 
agreeing with Maies husbandrie. 



^ Two other short remem- 
hrances. 

[36] From bull cow fast 
till Crowchmas* be past. 
From heifer bul hid th^e 
till Lammas^ doth bid th^e. 



Here ends Maies short remembrances. 



• • 



,* Sts. 14, 15, 19, are not in 1577. 



* New. 1577. * yf. 1577. 

* Saint Helens daie (iide note). 



' Bezell. 1577. 
^ August (siiUnoU). 



Mates husbandrie. 



Ill 



61. 

% Maies husbandrie, 



Chap. 40. 



Cold Maie and windie, 
Bame filleth vp finelie. 



Forgotten month past, 
Doe now at the last. 



1 A T Philip and Jacob, away with the lams 

^ that thinkest to haue any milke of their dams. 
At Lammas leaue milking, for feare of a thing : 
least {requiem cBiemam) in winter they sing. 

2 To milke and to fold them is much to require, 

except yee haue pasture to fil their desire. 
Yet manie by milking (such heede they doo take), 
not hurting their bodies much profit doo make. 

3 Fine eawes to a cow, make a proofe by a score, 

shall double thy dairie, else trust me no more. 
Yet may a good huswife that knoweth the skill, 
haue mixt and vnmixt at hir pleasure and will. 

4 If sheepe or thy lambe fall a wrigling with taile, 

go by and by search it, whiles helpe may preuaile ; 
That barberlie handled I dare thee assure, 
cast dust in his arse, thou hast finisht thy^ cure. 

5 Where houses be reeded* (as houses haue neede), 

now pare off the mosse, and go beat in the reed. 
The iuster ye driue it, the smoother and plaine, 
more handsome ye make it to shut off the raine. 

6 From Maie til October leaue cropping, for why ? 

in wood sere, whatsoeuer thou croppest wil dy. 
Where luie imbraceth the tree verie sore, 
kill luie, or else tree wil addle no more. 

. *' Reeding is no where so well done as in Norfolk and Suffolk. . 
At wiU bear a better slope than any other thatch."— T.R. 



Eftsez and 
Su£folke. 



Milking of 
eawes. 
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Leaue off 
cropping. 



Destroie 
Ittie. 
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Maies husbandrie. 



Count store 
no sore. 



weeding. 



II w£eds. 



1[ 



Sowing of 
branke. 



7 Keepe threshing for thresher, til Maie be come in, 

to haue to be suer fresh chaffe in the bin. 
And somewhat to scamble, for hog and for hen, 
and worke when it raineth for loitering men. 

8 Be sure of haie and of prouender some, 

for labouring cattel til pasture be come. 
And if ye doo mind to haue nothing to sterue, 
haue one thing or other, for all thing to seme. 

9 Ground compassed wel and a following* yeare, 

(if wheat or thy barlie too ranke doo appeare) 
Now eat it with sheepe or else mowe it ye may, 
for ledging, and so, to the birds for a pray. 

I o In Maie get a weede hooke, a crotch and a gloue, 

and weed out such weedes as the come doth not loi 
For weeding of winter come now it is best, 
but June is the better for weeding the rest. 

I I The May weed doth bum and the thistle doth freat, 

the fitchis' pul downward, both rie and the wheat. 
The brake and the cockle be noisome too much, 
yet like vnto boddle no weede there is such. 

12 Slack neuer thy weeding, for dearth nor for cheape, 

the come shall reward it er euer ye reape. 

And specially where ye doo tmst for to seede,' 

let that be well vsed, the better to speede. 

1 3 In Maie is good sowing, thy buck or thy branke, 

that black is as pepper, and smelleth so ranke. 
It is to thy land, as a comfort or muck, 
and al thing it maketh as fat as a buck. 



* See note 3, p. 114. 

* **or, as some call it, the Tine-tare." — T.R. 
^ to for seed. 1577. 
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14* Sowe buck after barlie, or after thy wheat, 
a peck to a roode (if the measure be great) ; 
Three earthes see ye giue it, and sowe it aboue, 
and harrow it finelie if buck ye doo loue. 

15* Who pescods would gather, to haue with the last, 
to seme for his houshold till haruest be past. 
Must sowe them in Male, in a comer ye shal, 
where through so late growing no hindrance may fal. 

16 Good flax and good hemp for to haue of hir owne, 

in Maie a good huswife will see it be sowne. 
And afterward trim it, to seme at a neede, 
the fimble to spin and the karl for hir seede. 

17 Get into the hopyard, for now it is time,' 

to teach Robin hop on his pole how to clime : 
To follow the Sunne, as his propertie is, 
and weede him and trim him, if aught go amis. 

18 Grasse, thistle and mustard seede, hemlock and bur, 

tine, mallow and nettle, that keepe such a stur. 
With peacock and turkie, that nibbles off top, 
are verie ill neighbors to seelie poore hop. 

'9 From wheat go and rake out the titters or tine, 
if eare be not foorth, it will nse againe fine. 
Use now in thy rie, little raking or none, 
breake tine' from his roote, and so let it alone. 

^^ Bankes newly quicksetted, some weeding doo craue, 
the kindlier nourishment thereby to haue. 
Then after a shower to weeding a snatch, 
more easilie weede with the roote to dispatch. 



f 



Sowing of 
flax and 
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bours to 
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Weeding of 
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, Sts, 14 and 15 arc not in 1577. 

. *'I am told that 2Qr. an acre is the common Price for looking; after 
* W ground."— T. 
Miprinted"tii 



.R. 

time." 
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Carieoat 
conipjis. 



Forth to 
fH'Asse with 
Uiy calues. 



21 The fen and the qnamire,* so marrish be kind, 

and are to be drained, now wine to thy mind : 
Which jneerelie Tndrained and suffered Tncot, 
annoieth the meadowes that thereon doo bot. 

22 Take heede to thj bees, that are readie to swarme, 

the losse thereof now is a crownes worth of harme :' 
Let skilfiill be readie and diligence seene, 
least being too careles, thoa losest thy beene. 

23 In Male at the furthest, twifallow thy land, 

much drout may else after cause plough for to stand : 
This tilth being done, je haue passed the wurst, 
then after who ploweth, plow thou with the furst 

24 Twifallow once ended, get tumbrell and man, 

and compas that fallow as soone as je can. 
Let skilfull bestow it, where neede is >'pon, 
more profit the sooner to follow' thereon. 

25 Hide hedlonds with muck, if re will to the knees, 

so dripped and shadowd with bushes and trees : 
Bare plots full of galles,* if ye plow ouerthwart, 
and compas it then, is a husbandlie part. 

26 Let children be hired, to lay to their bones, 

from fallow as needeth to gather vp stones. 
What wisedome for profit aduiseth vnto, 
that husband and huswife must willingly do. 

27 To gras with thy calues in some medow plot nere, 

where neither their mothers may see them nor here. 
Where water is plentie and barth to sit warme, 
and looke well vnto them, for taking of harme. 



1 1> 



* quamer. 1577. 
' **The Proverb says, * A Swarm in May is worth a Load of Hay.' 

T.R. 1 710. Mavor says a swarm might fetch 15J. in his time (1812). 

' The author of Ttisser Redivrvus and Mavor ^xtitx fallow ; though ^C 
says that all standard editions lezdjollow, Cf. st 9. 

* gales. 1577. 
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28 Pinch neuer thy wennels of water or meat, 

if euer ye hope for to haue them good neat : 
In Sommer time dailie, in Winter in frost, 
if cattel lack drinke, they be vtterly lost. 

29 For coueting much ouerlay not thy ground, 

and then shall thy cattel be lustie and sound. 
But pinch them of pasture, while Sommer doth last, 
and lift at their tailes er an Winter be past. 

30 Get home with thy fewell, made readie to fet, 

the sooner the easier carrege to get : 
Or otherwise linger the carrege thereon, 
till (where as ye left it) a quarter be gon. 

31 His firing in Sommer, let Citizen buie, 

least buieng in Winter make purse for to crie. 
For carman and collier harps both on a string, 
in Winter they cast to be with thee to bring.* 

32 From Male to mid August, an hower or two, 

let patch sleepe a snatch, how soeuer ye do. 
Though sleeping one hower refresheth his song, 
yet trust not hob growthed for sleeping too long. 

33 The knowledge of stilling is one pretie feat. 

The waters be holesome, the charges not great. 
What timelie thou gettest, while Sommer doth last, 
thinke Winter will helpe thee, to spend it as fast. 

34 Fine bazell desireth it may be hir lot, 

to growe as the gilloflower, trim in a pot. 
That, ladies and gentils, for whom she doth serue, 
may helpe hir as needeth, poore life to preserue.' 

P **In our Aathor's time, and not long since, the Yarmouth and Ipswich 
T^uien were laid up in the Winter, and then the Spring Market was always 

^ *'Most people stroak Garden Basil, which leaves a grateful Smell on 
"^ Hand; and he will have it, that such stroaking from a fair lady 
P*«*ttves the life of the BasiL "— T. R. 
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^ Junes abstract 



Ckaf.^1. 



I TjTTASH sh6ep for to sbaxe, 7 See cazt in fdigfat, 
*' that sh6epe maj go bare. and all things right 



2 Though fl^ese je take, 
no patches make. 



8 Make drie oner hed, 
both honell and shed. 



3 Share lambes no whit, 
or share not jit. 



9 Of honell make stack, 
for pease on his bacL 



4 If meadow be growne, 
let meadow be mowne. 



10* In champion some, 
wants elbow rome. 



5 Plough early ye may, 
and then carrie hay. 



II* Let wheat and He, 
in house lie drie. 



6 Tis good to be knowne, 
to haue all of thine owne. 
Who goeth a borrowing, 
goeth a sorrowing. 



12* Buie tnrfe and sedge, 
or else breake hedge. 

1 3 Good store bowse n6ed full 
well ordred sp^edfnll. 



^ Sts. 10-12 are omitted in 1577. 



Junes abstract 
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14 Thy bames repaire, 
make flower^ faire. 



20 Hops hate the land, 
with granell and sand. 



15 Such shrabs as noie^ 
in sommer destroie. 



2 1 The rotten mold 
for hop is worth gold. 



16 Swinge brembles& brakes, 22 The sonne southwest 
get forkes and rakes. for hopyard is best. 



17 Spare hedlonds' some, 
till hamest come. 

18 Cast ditch and pond, 
to lay vpon lond. 

A lesson of hopyard, 

19 Where hops will growe, 
here leame to knowe. 
Hops many will coome, 
in a roode of roome. 



23 Hop plot once found, 
now dig the ground. 

24 Hops fauoreth malt, 
hops thrift doth exalt : 
Of hops more r^ede, 
as time shall n^ede. 

Thus endeth Jones abstract, 
agr^ing with Junes husbandrie. 



63. 



IT Junes husbandrie. 



Chap, 42. 



Calme weather in June 
Come sets in time. 



Forgotten month past, 
Doe now at the last. 



WASH sheepe (for the better) where water doth run, 
and let him go cleanly and drie in the sun. 
Then share him and spare not, at two daies an end. 
The sooner the better his corps will amend. 



S1lC0p6 

•hanng. 



I 



*QwrK, flooi; 



* hedlong. 1577. 



Ii8 yutus husbandries 

Bej>»|rerf 2 Rewaid DOt thj shecpe (when ye take off his cote) 

with twitchis and patches, as brode as a grote. 
Let not such vngentlenesse happen to thine, 
least flie with hir gentils doo make it to pine. 



g 3 Let lambes go vnclipped, till Jane be halfe wome, 
jaiie. ^g better the fleeses will growe to be shome. 

The Pie will discharge thee for palling the rest : 
the lighter the sheepe is, then feedeth it best. 



4 If meadow be forward, be mowing of some ; 

bat mowe as the makers maj well oaercome : 
Take heede to the weather, the wind and the skie, 
if danger approcheth, then cock apace crie. 

5 Ploagh earlie till ten a clock, then to thj haj, 

in plowing and carting, so profit je may. 
By little and little, thos dooing ye win : 
that ploagh shall not hinder when haraest comes ii 

6 Proaide of thine owne to haae all things at hand, 

least worke and the workman vnoccapide stand. 
Lone seldome to borowe that thinkest to saae, 
for he that once lendeth twise looketh to haae. 



Trim well n Let cart be well searched without and within, 

thy carto. ' 

well cloated and greased, er hay time begin. 
Thy hay being carried, though carter had swome, 
carts bottome well boorded is saaing of come. 



8 Good husbands that laie to saae all things vpright, 
for timibrels and cart, haae a shed readie dight. 
Where vnder the hog may in winter lie warme : 
to stand so enclosed, as wind doo no harme. 



A hoaell U 
set vpon 
crotches ^ 
and coaered 
with poles 
and strawe. 



Junes husbandries 1 19 

9 So likewise a hoaell will serne for a roome, 

to stack on the peason, when haruest shall coome. 
And serae thee in winter, more ouer than that, 
to shut vp thy porklings thou mindest to fat. 

10' Some bamroome haue little, and yardroome as much, 
yet come in the field appertaineth to such : 
Then houels and rikes they are forced to make, 
abrode or at home for necessities sake. 

11' Make sure of breadcome (of all other graine), 

lie drie and well looked to, for mouse and for raine. 
Though fitchis and pease, and such other as they, 
(for pestring too much) on a houell ye ley. 

1 2' With whinnes or with furzes thy houell renew, 
for turfe or for sedge, for to bake and to brew : 
For charcole and sea cole, as also for thacke, 
for tallwood and billet, as yeerlie ye lacke. 

13 What husbandlie husbands, except they be fooles, Thehus- 

bandliestor- 

but handsome haue storehouse, for trinkets and tooles: kon««. 
And all in good order, fast locked to ly, 
what euer is needfull, to find by and by. 

H Thy houses and bames would be looked vpon, 
and all things amended er haruest come on. 
Things thus set in order, in quiet and rest, 
shall further thy haruest and pleasure thee best. 

'5 The bushes and thome with the shrubs that do noy, 
in woodsere* or sommer cut downe to destroy: 
But where as decay to the tree ye will none, 
for danger in woodsere, let hacking alone. 



» "forked posts. "—T.R. 

' Sts. 10-12 are omitted in 1577. 

• goodsere. 1577. 
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16 At Midsommer, downe with the brembles and brakes, 
and after, abrode with thy forks and thy rakes : 
Set mowers a mowing, where meadow is growne, 
the longer now standing the worse to be mowne. 



Jfowehed- 
loods at 
hamestor 
after ia tbe 



fields. 



17 Now downe with the grasse vpon hedlonds about, 
that groweth in shadow, so ranke and so stout. 
But grasse vpon hedlond of barlie and pease, 
when hamest is ended, go mowe if ye please. 



1 8 Such muddie deepe ditches, and pits in the feeld, 
that all a drie sommer no water will yeeld. 
By fieing and casting that mud vpon heapes, 
commodities many the husbandman reapes. 



^ lesson where and when to plant 

good Hopyard. 

19 Whome fancie persuadeth, among other crops, 
to haue for his spending, sufficient of hops. 
Must willinglie follow, of choises to chuse, 
such lessons approoued, as skilfull doo vse. 



Naaght 
for bops. 



20 Ground grauellie, sandie, and mixed with clay, 
is naughtie for hops any maner of way ; 
Or if it be mingled with rubbish and stone, 
for drines and barrennes, let it alone. 



Good for 
bops. 



2 1 Choose soile for the hop of the rottenest mould, 

well doonged and wrought, as a garden plot should : 
Not far from the water (but not ouerflowne) 
this lesson well noted is meete to be knowne. 



Junes kusbandrie. 
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22 The Sunne in the south, or else southly and west, 
is ioy to the hop, as a welcomed gest ; 
]But wind in the north, or else northly east, 
to hop is as ill as a fraie in a feast. 

25 Meete plot for a hopyard once found as is told, 
make thereof account, as of iewell of gold. 
Now dig it and leaue it, the Sunne for to bume, 
and afterward fence it, to seme for that tume. 

H The hop for his profit I thus doo exalt, 

it strengtheneth drinke, and it fauoreth malt. 
Ajid being well brewed, long kept it will last, 
ajid drawing abide, if ye drawe not too fast. 



Now dig 
thy new hop 
ground. 



The praiie 
of hopi. 
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IF Julies abstract. 

Chap. 43. 



sirs and away, 

txi ted and make hay. 

If" 

^* stormes drawes nie, 

triers cock apace crie. 



faay still bide, 
^^^1 ^^dl it be dride. 
^^^3^ made) away carrie, 
^^ 1 conger then tarrie. 

^ ^^^ best way titheth, 
^ ■^est way thriueth. 

^ ^^^ good hay makers 
^^Oith twentie crakers. 



5 Let dallops^ about 

be mowne and had out. 
S6e hay doo looke gr6ene, 
s6e f6eld ye rake cl^ene. 

6 Thry fallow I pray th^e, 
least thistles bewray th^e. 

7 Cut off, good wife, 
ripe beane with a knife. 

8 Ripe hempe out cull, 
from karle to pull. 

Let s^ede hempe growe, 
till more ye knowe. 



* dalors. 1577. 



1 22 yulies abstract. 

9 Drie flax get in, 1 1 Mark Physick true, 

for spinners^ tp spin. of wormewood and rue.' 

Now mo we' or pluck Get grist to the mill, 

thy branke or buck. for wanting at will. 

10 Some wormewood saue, Thus endeth Julies abstrac 

for March to haue. agr^ing with Julies hnsbandri 



66. 

IT Julies husbandrie. 

Chap, 44. 

No tempest, good Julie, Forgotten month past, 

Least come lookes rulie. Doe now at the last. 

J^^^ I r^ O muster thy seruants, be captaine thy selfe, 

^J prouiding them weapon and other like pelfe. 
Get bottles and walletts, keepe field in the heat, 
the feare is as much, as the danger is great. 

2 With tossing and raking and setting on cox, 
grasse latelie in swathes is hay for an ox : 
That done, go and cart it and haue it away, 
the battel is fought, ye haue gotten the day. 

^ile%7 3 P^y iustly thy tithes whatsoeuer thou bee, 

that God may in blessing send foison to thee. 
Though Vicar* be bad, or the Parson as euill, 
go not for thy tithing thy selfe to the Deuill. 

4 Let hay be well made, or auise else auouse, 
for molding in goef,' or of firing the house. 
Lay coursest aside for the ox and the cow, 
the finest for sheepe and thy gelding alow. 

* mayde. 1577. * Go reape. 1577. 

* Some woormwood saue 
for March to haue. 1577* 

* curat. 1577. * mow. 1614. 
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5 Then downe with the hedlonds, that groweth about, 

leaue neuer a dallop vnmowne and had out. 
Though grasse be but thin, about barlie and pease, 
yet picked vp cleane ye shall find therein ease* 

6 Thry fallow betime, for destroieng of weede, 

least thistle and duck^ fall a blooming and seede, 
Such season may chance, it shall stand thee vpon, 
to till it againe, er an Sommer be gon. 



Thi7 fal- 
lowing. 



7 Not rent* off, but cut off, ripe beane with a knife, 
for hindering stalke of hir vegetiue life. 
So gather the lowest, and leaning the top, 
shall teach thee a trick, for to double thy crop. 



f 



Gathering 
of garden 
beanet. 



8 Wife, pluck fro thy seed hemp the fiemble hemp clene, 
this looketh more yellow, the other more grene : 
Vse ton for thy spinning, leaue Mihel the tother, 
for shoo thred and halter, for rope and such other. 

9' Now pluck vp thy flax, for the maidens to spin, 
first see it dried, and timelie got in. 
And mowe vp thy branke, and away with it drie, 
and bowse it vp close, out of danger to lie. 



If 

Gather 
yellow 
hempe. 



f 



'0 While wormwood hath seed, get a handful or twaine, 
to saue against March to make flea to refraine : 
Where chamber is sweeped, and wormwood is strowne, 
no flea for his life dare abide to be knowne. 



n 



Worme- 
woodget 
against 
fleas and 
infection. 



M*What sauer is better (if physick be true), 

for places infected, than wormwood and rue. 
It is as a comfort for hart and the braine, 
and therefore to haue it, it is not in vaine. 



J dock. 1577. 
St. 9 wanting in 1577. 



» rend. 1573 (M.), 1577. 
^ St. II wanting in 1577. 
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If 



Be sure of 
bread and 
drinke for 
haruest. 



12 Get grist to the mill, to haue plentie in store, 
least miller lack water, as many doo more. 
The meale the more yeeldeth, if seruant be true, 
and miller that tolleth, take none but his due. 

Thus endeth Julies hushandric 



66. 



IT Augusts abstract. 



Chap. 45. 

1 fTlHRY fallowing won, 5* Maids, mustard s6ed reape, 
^ get compassing don. and laie on a heape. 

2 In June and in Awe 6' Good neighbors in d6ede, 
swinge brakes (for a lawe). change s6ede for s6ede. 



3 Pare saffron plot, 
forget it not. 

His dwelling made trim, 
looke shortly for him : 
When haruest is gon, 
then safifron comes on. 

4 A little of ground 
brings saffron a pound. 
The pleasure is fine, 
the profit is thine. 
K6epe colour in drieng, 
well vsed woorth buieng. 



7 Now strike vp drum,' 
cum haruest man cum. 
take paine for a gaine, 
one knaue mars twaine. 

8 Reape corne by the day,* 
least come doo decay. 
By great is the cheaper, 
if trustie were reaper. 

9 Blowe home for sleapers, 
and ch^ere vp thy reapers.* 



^ Sts. 5, 6 are wanting in 1577. 

* droouL 1577. ' Get reapers by day. 1577. 

^ gli^ tjkxies to^ etc 1573 (M.) and 1577. 
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10 Well dooings who loneth, i8 Laie band^ to find her, 
thes haraest points proueth. two rakes' to a binder. 



1 1 Paie Gods part furst, 
and not of the worst. 

12 Now Parson (I say),* 
tith Carrie away. 

13 K^epe cart gap w6ele, 
scare hog from wh^ele. 

14' Mowe hawme to bume, 
to seme thy tume : 
To bake thy bread, 
to bume vnder lead. 

J5*Mowne hawme being dry, 
no longer let ly. 
Get home thy hawme, 
whilst weather is cawme. 



16 Mowne barlie lesse cost, 
ill mowne much lost. 

17 Reape barlie with sickle, 
that lies in ill pickle.' 
Let gr6enest stand, 

for making of band. 
Bands made without dew, 
will hold but a few. 



^ That parson may. 1577. 
' Reape barley with hand, 

that will not stand. 1577. 
' In 1577, Bid goeuing clim. 



19 Rake after sieth, 
and pay thy tieth. 
Come carried all, 
then rake it ye shall. 

20 Let shock take sweate, 
least gofe take heate. 
Yet it is best reason, 
to take it in season. 

2 1 More often ye tume, 
more pease ye out spume. 
Yet winnow them in, 

er carrege begin. 

22 Thy carting plie, 
while weather is drie. 

23 Bid gouing (clim)' 
goue iust and trim. 
Laie wheat for s6ede, 
to come by at n^ede. 
S6ede barelie cast, 
to thresh out last. 

24 Lay pease vpon stacke, 
if houell ye lack. 
And couer it straight, 
from doues that waight. 

• Sts. 14, 15, are wanting in 1577. 



* hand. 1577. * rakers. 1577. 

Query^ abbreviation for Clement. 
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25 Let gleaners gleane, 
(the poore I meane). 
Which euer ye sowe, 
that first eate lowe. 
The other forbare, 
for rowen' to spare. 

26 Come home lord singing, 
com home' come bringing. 
Tis merie in hall, 

when' beards wag all. 



No longer delates, 

to mend the high waies. 

32 Some loue as a iewell, 
well placing of fewell. 

33 In piling of logs, 
make houell for hogs. 

34 Wife, plow doth crie, 
to picking of rie. 



27 Once had thy desire, 
pay workman his hire. 
Let none be beguilde, 
man, woman, nor childe. 

28 Thanke God* ye shall, 
and adue for all. 



35 Such s^ede as ye sowe, 
such reape or else mowe. 

36 Take shipping or ride. 
Lent stuffe to prouide. 

37 Let haberden lie, 
in peasestraw drie. 



Works after harutst,^ 

29 Get tumbrell in hand, 
for barlie land. 

30 The better the muck, 
the better good luck. 



38 When out ye ride, 
leaue a good guide. 

39 Some profit spie out, 
by riding about. 

Marke now, thorow y6ere, 
what cheape, what d6ere. 



31 Still carrege is good, 
for timber and wood. 



40 Some skill doth well 
to buie and to sell. 



\ rewen. 1577. 2 cart. 1573 (M.), 1577- 

' let. 1577. * so. 1577. 

* The Works after Haruest are not in editions previous to 1580 (M.)* 
Bat stanzas 47 and 48 are in Septembers Abstract 1577. — £d. 
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Of th^efe who bieth, 
in danger lieth. 

41 Commoditie knowne, 
abrode is blowne. 

42 At first hand bie, 
at third let lie. 

43 Hane monie prest, 
to buie at the best. 

44 Some cattle home bring, 
for Mihelmas spring. 

By hauke and hound, 
small profit is found. 

45 Dispatch, looke home, 
to loitring mome. 
Prouide or repent, 
milch cow for Lent. 

46 Now crone ^ your sh^epe, 
fat those ye k6epe. 
Leane milking old cow, 
fat aged vp now. 

47 Sell butter and cheese, 
good Faires few 16ese. 



At Faires go bie, 
home wants to supplie. 

48 If hops looke browne, 
go gather them downe. 
But not in the deaw, 
for piddling with feaw. 

49 Of hops this knack, 
a meanie doo lack.' 
Once had thy will," 
go couer his hill. 

50 Take hop to thy dole, 
but breake not his pole. 

5 1 Leame here (thou stranger) 
to frame hop manger. 

52 Hop poles preserue, 
againe to seme. 
Hop poles by and by, 
long safe vp to dry. 
Least poles wax scant, 
new poles go plant.* 



53 The hop kell dride, 
will best abide. 



•% Stanza 47 is st. 49 in Septembers Abstract in 1577 ; st 48 is 50, 
seoood couplet reads — But not in a deawe, 

nor pidling with feawe. 1577. 



^ ue, pick out the crones. — ^T.R., but cf. Glossary. 

' put in thy pack. 1 5 77. 

»fyU. 1577. 

* ley new to plant 1577. 
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Augusts abstract. 



Hops dried in loft, 
aske tendance oft. 
And shed their swedes, 
much more than n^edes.^ 

54 Hops dride small cost, 
ill kept halfe lost. 



Hops quickly* be spilt, 
take h^ede if thou wilt 

55 Some come, some go, 
This life is so. 

Thus endeth Augusts abstract, 
agr^ing with Augusts hus- 
bandrie. 



67. 



% Augusts husbandrie. 



Thry fallow- 
ing. 



Mowing of 
brakes. 



Paring of 
saffron. 



Chap, 46. 



Dry August and warme. 
Doth haruest no harme. 



Forgotten month past, 
Doe now at the last 



1 rpHRY fallow once ended, go strike by and by, 
-^ both wheat land and barlie, and so let it ly. 
And as ye haue leisure, go compas the same, 

when vp ye doo lay it, more fniitfull to frame. 

2 Get downe with thy brakes, er an showers doo come, 

that cattle the better may pasture haue some. 
In June and in August, as well doth appeere, 
is best to mowe brakes, of all times in the yeere. 

3 Pare saffron betweene the two S. Maries daies, 

or set or go shift it, that knowest the waies. 

What yeere shall I doo it (more profit to yeeld }) 

the fourth in garden, the third in the feeld. 



* The third couplet is omitted in 1577. 

* soone. 1577. 
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4 In hauing but fortie foote workmanly dight, 
take saffron ynough for a Lord and a knight. 
All winter time alter* as practise doth teach, 
what plot haue ye better, for linnen to bleach.' 

S'Maides, mustard seede gather, for being too ripe, 
and weather it well, er ye giue it a stripe :* 
Then dressQ it and laie it in soller vp sweete, 
least foistines make it for table vnmeete. 

6* Good huswifes in sommer will saue their owne seedes, 
against the next yeere, as occasion needes. 
One seede for another, to make an exchange, 
with fellowlie neighbourhood seemeth not strange. 

7 Make sure of reapers, get haruest in hand, • 

the corne that is ripe, doo' but shed as it stand. 
Be thankfull to God, for his benefits sent, 
and willing to saue it with earnest intent. 

^ To let out thy haruest, by great' or by day, 
let this by experience leade thee a way. 
By great will deceiue thee, with lingring it out, 
by day will dispatch, and put all out of dout. 

9 Grant haruest lord* more by a penie or twoo, 
to call on his fellowes the better to doo : 
Gine gloues to thy reapers,' a larges to crie, 
and dailie to loiterers haue a good eie. 



Huswiferie. 



H 



H 



Corne 
haruest. 



Champion 
by great, 
the other 
by day. 



1 

^ 



re hollow 



^ after. 1577. 
jm^ "Saffron makes a very good Sward, whereon Linnen may ly< 
^ bleach well enough."— T.R. 

^ Stanza 5 is wanting in 1573 (M. ) and 1577. 

^ "Beating it upon a Hurdle or some other rough thing." — T.R. 

^ St 6 is wanting in 1573 (M.) and 1577. 

^ doth. 1614. 
g^ ** Our Author is justly against letting Harvest by the great, for who- 

^'* docs will certaiilly find himself cheated or slighted."— T.R. 
'c^ " Some stay'd sober working man, who understands all sorts of Harvest 

?«lt."— T.R. Cf. Matt ix. 38. 

"Where the Wheat is thistly."— T.R. 

9 
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Augusts kusbandrie. 



Good 

hamett 
points. 



I o Reape wel, scatter not, gather cleane that is sbome, 
binde fast, shock apace, haue an eie to thy come. 
Lode safe, carrie home, follow time being faire, 
gone iust in the bame, it is out of despaire. 



Parson 
looke to 
thy tithe. 



K£epe hog 
from cart 
wh6e]e. 



1 1* Tithe dulie and trulie, with hartie good will, 

that God and his blessing may dwell with thee still : 
Though Parson neglecteth his dutie for this, 
thanke thou thy Lord God, and giue erie man his. 

1 2 Come tithed (sir Parson) to gather go get, 

and cause it on shocks to be by and by set : 
Not leaning it scattering abrode on the ground, 
nor long in the field, but away with it round. 

1 3 To cart gap and bame, set a guide to looke weele, 

and hoy out (sir carter) the hog fro thy wheele : 
Least greedie of feeding, in following cart, 
it noieth or perisheth, spight of thy hart. 



14* In champion countrie a pleasure they take, 

to mowe vp their hawme, for to brew and to bake. 
And also it stands them in steade of their thack, 
which being well inned, they cannot well lack. 

1 5* The hawme is the strawe of the wheat or the rie, 
which once being reaped, they mowe by and bie : 
For feare of destroieng with cattle or raine, 
the sooner ye lode it, more profit ye gaine. 



Mowing of 
barlie. 



16 The mowing of barlie, if barlie doo stand, 

is cheapest and best, for to rid out of hand : 
Some mowe it and rake it, and sets it on cocks, 
some mowe it and binds it, and sets it on shocks. 



' Stanzas ii, 14, and 15 are not in 1577. 
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17 Of barlie the longest and greenest ye find, 

leaue standing by dallops, till time ye doo bind : 
Then early in morning (while deaw is thereon), 
to making of bands till the deaw be all gon. 

18 One spreadeth those bands, so in order to ly, 

as barlie (in swatches) may fill it thereby : 
Which gathered vp, with the rake and the hand, 
the follower after them bindeth in band. 

»9 Where barlie is raked (if dealing be true), 
the tenth of such raking to Parson is due : 
Where scatring of barlie is seene to be much, 
there custome nor conscience tithing should gruch.* 

20 Come being had downe (any way ye alow), 

should wither as needeth, for burning in mow : 
Such skill appertaineth to haruest mans art, 
and taken in time is a husbandly part. 

*' No turning of peason till carrege ye make, 

nor tume in no more, than ye mind for to take : 
Least beaten with showers so turned to drie, 
hy turning and tossing they shed as they lie. 

^^ If weather be faire, and tidie* thy graine, 
make speedily carrege, for feare of a raine : 
For tempest and showers deceiueth a menie, 
and lingering lubbers loose many a penie. 

^3 In gouing at haruest, leame skilfully how 

ech graine for to laie, by it selfe on a mow : 
Seede barlie the purest, gone out of the way, 
all other nigh hand gone as just as ye may. 



Bioding of 
barlie. 



Spreading 
of barlie 
bands. 



H 



Tithe of 
rakings. 



Usage of 
peason. 



Lingring 
lubbers. 



Best maner 
of gouing 
com in the 
bam. 



^ *This alludes to the custom of Norfolk, where the Parson takes his 
r** ill the Swarth, the Farmer also clears the Swarths, and afterwards 
t .? ^««;Rake rakes his ground all over."— T.R. 

^^*Tidy is an old Word signifying neat, proper, or in Season, from the 

''»«1 Tide.*'— T.R. 
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Augusts husbandries 



Pease atack. 



24 Stack pease vpon houell abrode in the yard, 
to couer it quicklie, let owner regard : 
Least Done and the cadow, there finding a smack, 
with ill stormie weather doo perish thy stack. 



riSSing for ^5 Come carred, let such as be poore go and gleane, 

ttM 



le poore. 



and after, thy cattle to mowth it vp cleane. 
Then spare it for rowen, till Mihel be past, 
to lengthen thy dairie no better thou hast. 

26 In haruest time, haruest folke, seruants and all, 

should make all togither good cheere in the hall : 
And fill out the black boule of bleith to their song, 
and let them be merie all haruest time long. 



Pay tmlie 

haruest 

folke. 



27 Once ended thy haruest, let none be begilde, 

please such as did helpe thee, man, woman, and chil 
Thus dooing, with alway such helpe as they can, 
thou winnest the praise of the labouring man. 



ThankeGod 28 Now looke vp to Godward, let tong neuer cease 

in thanking of him, for his mightie encrease : 
Accept my good will, for a proofe go and trie : 
the better thou thriuest, the gladder am I. 

[End of Augusts Husbandry in 1577.] 



IVorks after Haruest} 

29 Now Carrie out compas, when haruest is donne, 
where barlie thou sowest, my champion sonne 
Or laie it on heape, in the field as ye may, 
till carriage be faire, to haue it away. 



* Not in editions previous to 1580 (M.). 
Bnibandiy I577.~£d. 



Portions are in Septeml 
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30 Whose compas is rotten and carried in time, 

and spred as it should be, thrifts ladder may clime. 
Whose compas is paltrie and carried too late, 
such husbandrie vseth that many doo hate. 

31* Er winter preuenteth, while weather is good, 
for galling of pasture get home with thy wood. 
And Carrie out grauell to fill vp a hole : 
both timber and furzen, the turfe and the cole. 



32 Howse charcole and sedge, chip and cole' of the land, iS^^fSj^eii. 
pile tallwood and billet, stacke all that hath band. 
Blocks, rootes,^ pole and bough, set vpright to the thetch : 
the neerer more handsome in winter to fetch. 



Carriage of 
fewell. 



33 In Stacking of bauen, and piling of logs, 

make vnder thy bauen a houell for hogs, 
And warmelie enclose it, all sauing the mouth, 
and that to stand open, and full to the south. 

34 Once haruest dispatched, get wenches and boies, 

and into the bame, afore all other toies. 
Choised seede to be picked and trimlie well fide, 
for &eede may no longer from threshing abide. 

35 Get seede aforehand, in a readines had, 

or better prouide, if thine owne be too bad. 
Be careful! of seede, or else such as ye sowe, 
be sure at haruest, to reape or to mowe. 

36* When haruest is ended, take shipping or ride, 
Ling, Saltfish and Herring, for Lent to prouide. 
To buie it at first, as it commeth to rode, 
shall paie for thy charges thou spendest abrode. 



Houell for 
bogt. 



Provision 
for Lent. 



\ Stanzas 31-33 are in Septembers Husbandry. 1577. 

tarfe. 1577. 
• Block rootes. 1577. 

Sts. 36-46 appear as sts. 25-35 in Septembers Husbandry. 



1577. 
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Augusts husbandrie. 



37 Choose skilfullie Saltfish, not burnt at the stone/ 
bale such as be good, or else let it alone. 
Get home that is bought, and goe stack it vp drie, 
with peasestrawe betweene it, the safer to lie. 

ofTiii?"** 38 Er euer ye iomie, cause seruant with speede 
^^^' to compas thy barlie land where it is neede. 

One aker well compassed, passeth some three, 
thy bame shall at haruest declare it to thee. 

39 This lesson is learned by riding about, 

the prices of vittels, the yeere thorough out. 
Both what to be selling and what to refraine, 
and what to be buieng, to bring in againe. 

40 Though buieng and selling doth woonderfull well, 

to such as haue skill how to buie and to sell : 
Yet chopping and changing I cannot commend, 
with theefe" and his marrow, for feare of ill end. 

41 The rich in his bargaining needes not be tought, 

of buier and seller full far is he sought. 
Yet herein consisteth a part of my text, 

who buieth at first hand, and who at the next. 



Buieng at 
first hand. 



42 At first hand he buieth that paieth all downe, 

at second, that hath not so much in the towne. 
At third hand he buieth that buieth of trust, 
at his hand who buieth shall paie for his lust. 



Readie ^ 
monie bieth 
beet cheape. 



43 As oft as ye bargaine, for better or wurse, 

to buie it the cheaper, haue chinkes in thy purse 
Touch kept is commended, yet credit to keepe, 
is paie and dispatch him, er euer ye sleepe. 



flih as It diy'd on the Beach in too hot Weather."— T. R. 
«S77- 
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44 Be mindfull abrode of Mihelmas* spring, 
for thereon dependeth a husbandlie thing : 
Though some haue a pleasure, with hauke vpon hand, 
good husbands get treasure, to purchase their land. 



Hanking. 



45 Thy market dispatched, turne home againe round, 
least gaping for penie, thou loosest' a pound : 
Prouide for thy wife, or else looke to be shent, 
good milch cow for winter, another for Lent. 



Winter 
milch cow. 



46 In traueling homeward, buie fortie good crones, 
and fat vp the bodies of those seelie bones. 
Leaue milking and drie vp old mulley thy cow, 
the crooked and aged, to fatting put now. 



Old ewes. 



47' At Bartilmewtide, or at Sturbridge faire, 

buie that as is needfull, thy house to repaire : 
Then sell to thy profit, both butter and cheese, 
who buieth it sooner, the more he shall leese. 



Bnieng or 
selling of 
butter and 
chtoM. 



48 If hops doo looke brownish, then are ye too slowe, 
if longer ye suffer those hops for to growe. 
Now sooner ye gather, more profit is found, 
if weather be faire and deaw of a ground. 



Hops 
gatnering. 



49 Not breake off, but cut off, from hop the hop string, 
leaue growing a little againe for to spring. 
Whose hill about pared, and therewith new clad, 
shall nourish more sets against March to be had. 



Increasing 
of hops. 



SO Hop hillock discharged of euerie let, 

see then without breaking, ech pole ye out get. 
Which being vntangled aboue in the tops, 
go carrie to such as are plucking of hops. 



The order of 
hops gather^ 
ing. 



* Mighelmas. 1577. " losscst 1577- 

* Sts. 47-54 occur as sts. 49-56 of Septembers Husbandry. 1577. 
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22^ 5 1 Take sontage or haier (that coaers the kell), 

set like to a manger and fastened well : 
With poles vpon crotchis as high as thy brest, 
for saoing and^ riddance is hosbandrie best. 

SajMhop 52 Hops had, the hop poles that are likelie preseme, 

(from breaking and rotting) againe for to seme : 
And plant ye with alders or willowes a' plot, 
where yeerelie as needeth mo poles may be got. 

Dneng 53 Some skilfullie drieth their hops on a kell, 

of hops. ^^ f » 

and some on a soller, oft tnming them well. 
Kell dried will abide, foule weather or faire, 
where drieng and lieng in loft doo di^paire. 

KAepmg 54 Some close them vp drie in a hogshed or fat, 

of hops. 

yet canoas or soutage is better than that : 
By drieng and lieng they quickly be spilt : 
thus much haue I shewed, doo now as thon wilt. 

55 Old fermer is forced long August to make, 

his goodes at more leisure away for to take. 
New fermer he thinketh ech houre a day, 
vntill the old fermer be packing away. 

Thus endeth and holdeth oat Augusts husbandrie, 
till Mihelmas Eue. 

Tho. Tusscr. 



68. 

IT Corne Hamest equally deuided 

into ten partes. 

Chap. 47.* 

1 One part cast forth, for rent due out of hand, 

2 One other part, for seede to sowe thy land. 

3 Another part, leaue Parson for his tieth. 

4 Another part for haruest, sickle and sieth. 






' some. 157; 
is wintiiig in 1573 (M.) ; but is in 1577. 



Come hamest. 
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5 One part for plowwrite, cart write, knacker and smith, 

6 One part to vphold thy teemes that drawe therewith. 

7 One part for seruant and workmans wages lay. 

8 One part likewise for filbellie day by day. 

9 One part thy wife for needfull things doth craue. 

I o Thy selfe and childe, the last one part would haue. 



{i 1 3 Who minds to cote, 
vpon this note, 
may easily find )mough : 
What charge and palne, 
to litle gaine, 
doth follow toiling plough. 



For naperie 
sope and 
candle, salt 
and sauce, 
tinker 1 and 
cooper, 
brasse and 
pewter. 

I timber. 
1577. 



[12] Yet fermer may 

thanke God and say, 
for yeerlie such good hap : 
Well fare the plough, 
that sends ynough 
to stop so many a gap. 



T 



69. 

A briefe conclusion^ where you may see, 
Ech word in the verse, to begin with a T. 

Chap. 48. 

I rpHE thriftie that teacheth the thriuing to thriue, 
-*• Teach timelie to trauerse the thing that thou triue. 
Transferring thy toiling, to timelines tought. 
This teacheth thee temprance, to temper thy thought. 

5 Take trustie (to trust to) that thinkest to thee, 
That trustily thriftines trowleth to thee. 
Then temper thy trauell to tarie the tide, 
This teacheth thee thriftines twentie times tride^ 

9 Take thankfull thy talent, thanke thankfully those 
That thriftilie teacheth thy time to transpose. 
Troth twise to thee teached, teach twentie times ten. 
This trade thou that takest, take thrift to thee then. 



Trine for 
contriue. 



[Thomas Tusser (1577).] 
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Mans age. 



60. 



[Mans age deuidedinto twelue seauens. i ( 

IT Mans age deuided here ye haue, 
By prentiships, from birth to his gra 



7 

21 
28 

[5] 35 
42 
49 
56 

63 

[10] 70 

77 
84 



/^ 






V 



Chap, 49. 

The first seuenyeers bring vp as a chtlde^ 
The next to learnings for waxing too wilde. 
The next keepe vnder sir hobhard de hoy. 
The next a man no longer a hoy. 
The next, let lustie laie wisely to wiue. 
The next, laie now or else neuer to thriue. 
The next, make sure for terme of thy life. 
The next, saue somewhat for children and « 
The next, he staled, giue ouer thy lust. 
The next, thinke hourely whither thou must 
The next, get chaire and crotches to stay. 
The next, to heauen God send vs the way. 



Who looseth their youth, shall rue it in age 
Who hateth the truth, in sorowe shall rage 



61. 

H Another diuision of the nature 

of mans age. 

Chap, 50. 

The Ape, the Lion, the Foxe, the Asse, 
Thus sets foorth man, as in a glasse. 



[i] Ape 
Lyon 
Foxe 
Asse 



Like Apes we he toieng, till twentie and on 
Then hastie as Lions tillfortie he gone : 
Then wilie as Foxes, till threescore and th 
Then after for Asses accounted^ we bee. 



^ accompted. 1577. 



Comparing good husband^ etc. 
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[2] Who plaies with his better, this lesson must knowe, 
what humblenes Foxe to the Lion doth owe. 
Foxe, Ape with his toieng and rudenes of Asse, 
brings (out of good hower) displeasure to passe. 



62. 

Comparing good husband with vnthrift his 

brother, 
^he better discerneth the tone from the 

tother. 

Chap. 51. 

' TL husbandrie braggeth, 6 111 husbandrie trusteth 

-*• to go with the best : to him and to hur : 

Good husbandrie baggeth Good husbandrie lusteth 

vp gold in his chest. himselfe for to stur. 



* 111 husbandry trudgeth, 
with vnthrifts about : 

Oood husbandry snudgeth, 
for fear of a dout. 

3 111 husbandrie spendeth 
abrode like a mome : 

Oood husbandrie tendeth 
his charges at home. 

4 111 husbandrie selleth 
his come on the ground : 

Good husbandrie smelleth 
no gain that way found. 

5 111 husbandrie loseth, 
for lack of good fence : 

Good husbandrie closeth, 
and gaineth the pence. 



7 111 husbandrie eateth 
himselfe out a doore : 

Good husbandrie meateth 
his friend and the poore. 

8 111 husbandrie daieth, 
or letteth it lie : 

Good husbandrie paieth, 
the cheaper to bie. 

9 111 husbandrie lurketh, 
and stealeth a sleepe : 

Good husbandrie worketh, 
his houshold to k^epe. 

10 111 husbandrie liueth, 
by that and by this : 

Good husbandrie giueth 
to erie man his. 
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Comparing good husbandy etc. 



1 1 111 husbandrie taketh, 
and spcndeth vp all : 

Good husbandrie maketh 
good shift with a small. 

1 2 111 husbandry praieth 
his wife to make shift : 

Good husbandrie saieth 
take this of my gift. 

1 3 111 husbandry drowseth 
at fortune so auke : 

Good husbandrie rowseth 
himselfe as a hauke. 



14 111 husbandrie lieth 
in prison for debt : 

Good husbandrie spieth 
where profit to get. 

1 5 111 husbandrie waies 
has to fraud what he ca 

Good husbandrie praies 
hath of euerie man. 

1 6 111 husbandrie neuer 
hath welth to keep touc 

Good husbandrie euer 
hath penie in pouch. 



[17] Good husband his boone, 
Or request hath a far. 
Ill husband assoone 
Hath a tode with an R. 



63. 

1 A comparison betweene Champion 
countrie and seuerall. 

Chap, 52. 

I rpHE countrie* enclosed I praise, 
-^ the tother delighteth not me. 
For nothing the wealth it doth raise, 

to such as inferior be. 
How both of them partly I knowe, 

here somewhat I mind for to showe.' 



' countery. 1 577. 
' Because of them both I do know 
I mind thereof somewhat to show. 



1577. 



A comparison betweene, etc. 

2 There swineherd that keepeth the hog, 
there neatherd, with cur and his home, 

There shepherd with whistle and dog, 
be fence to the medowe and come. 

There horse being tide on a balke, 
is readie with theefe for to walke. 
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Champion. 



3 Where all thing in common doth rest, 

come field with the pasture and meade, 
Though common ye doo for the best, 

yet what doth it stand ye in steade ? 
There common as commoners vse, 

for otherwise shalt thou not chuse.^ 

4 What laier much better then there, 

or cheaper (thereon to doo well ?) 
What drudgerie more any where 

lesse good thereof where can ye tell ? 
What gotten by Sommer is seene : 

in Winter is eaten vp cleene. 

5 Example by Leicester shire, 

what soile can be better than that } 
For any thing hart can desire, 

and yet doth it want ye see what. 
Mast, couert, close pasture, and wood, 

and other things needfull as good. 



6 All these doo enclosure bring, 

experience teacheth no lesse, 
I speake not to boast of the thing, 

but onely a troth to expresse. 
Example (if doubt ye doo make) : 

by Suffolke and Essex go take. 

' There commoD as commoners do, 
As good else to cobble a shoe. 1573 (M.) and 1577. 



Encloinre. 



Senerall. 



Champion 
countrie. 



142 A comparison betweene, etc. 

7 More plentie of mutton and biefe, 

come, butter, and cheese of the best, 
More wealth any where (to be briefe), 

more people, more handsome and prest. 
Where find ye ? (go search any coast) 

than there where enclosure is most. 

8 More worke for the labouring man, 

as well in the towne as the feeld : 
Or thereof (deuise if ye can) 

more profit what countries doo yeeld ? 
More seldome where see ye the poore, 

go begging from doore vnto doore ? 

9 In Norfolke behold the dispaire 

of tillage too much to be borne : 
By drouers from faire to faire, 

and others destroieng the come. 
By custome and couetous pates, 

by gaps, and by opening of gates.* 

I o What speake I of commoners by, 

with drawing all after a line : 
So noieng the come, as it ly, 

with cattle, with conies,' and swine. 
When thou* hast bestowed thy cost, 

looke halfe of the same to be lost. 

I I The flocks of the Lords of the soile 

do yeerly the winter come wrong : 
The same in a manner they spoile, 

with feeding so lowe and so long. 
And therefore that champion feeld 

doth seldome good winter come yeeld. 

* "In Norfolk (in our Author's time) there was a considerable R< 
caird Ket's Rebellion against Inclosures, and to this day they t 
Liberty of throwing open all Enclosures out of the Common Fiel« 
are commonly call'd Lammas Lands, and half Year Lands.'* — T.R 

• sheep and with swine. 1577. ' one. 
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12' By Cambridge a towne I doo knowe, SSSS?." 

where many good husbands doo dwell ; 
Whose losses by losels doth showe, 

more here than is needfull to tell : 
Determine at court what they shall, 
performed is nothing at all. 

13 The champion robbeth by night, 

and prowleth and filcheth by day : 
Himselfe and his beast out of sight, 

both spoileth and maketh away 
Not onely thy grasse, but thy come, 

both after, and er it be shome. 

14 Pease bolt with thy pease he will haue, 

his houshold to feede and his hog : 
Now stealeth he, now will he craue, 

and now will he coosen and cog. 
In Bridewell a number be stript, 

lesse woorthie than theefe to be whipt. 

15 The oxboy, as ill is as hee, 

or worser, if worse may be found : 
For spoiling from thine and from thee, 

of grasse and of come on the ground. 
Laie neuer so well for to saue it, 

by night or by daie he will haue it, 

16 What orchard vnrobbed escapes ? 

or pullet dare walke in their jet ? 
But homeward or outward (like apes) 

they count it their owne they can get. 
Lord, if ye doo take them, what sturs I 

how hold they togither like burs ! 

^ Stanzas 12-21 are not in 1577. 
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1 7 For commons these commoners crie, 

enclosing they may not abide : 
Yet some be not able to bie 

a cow with hir calfe by hir side. 
Nor laie not to Hue by their wurke, 

but theeuishlie loiter and lurke. 

1 8 The Lord of the towne is to blame, 

for these and for many faults mo. 
For that he doth knowe of the same, 

yet lets it vnpunished go. 
Such Lords ill example doth giue, 

where verlets and drabs so may Hue. 

1 9 What footpathes are made, and how brode ! 

annoiance too much to be borne : 
With horse and with cattle what rode 

is made thorow erie mans come I 
Where champions ruleth the roste, 

there dailie disorder is moste. 

20 Their sheepe when they driue for to wash, 

how careles such sheepe they doo guide 1 
The fermer they leaue in the lash, 

with losses on euerie side. 
Though any mans come they doo bite, 

they will not alow him a mite. 

2 1 What hunting and hauking is there ! 

come looking for sickle at hand : 
Actes lawles to doo without feare, 

how yeerlie* togither they band. 
More harme to another to doo, 

than they would be done so vntoo. 

* Qu^', yarely. 
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22 More profit is quieter found 

(where pastures in seuerall bee :) 

Of one seelie aker of ground, 
than champion maketh of three. 

Againe what a ioie is it knowne, 
when men may be bold of their owne ! 



23 The tone is commended for graine, 

yet bread made of beanes they doo eate 

The tother for one loafe haue twaine, 
of mastlin, of rie, or of wheate. 

The champion liueth full bare, 
when woodland full merie doth fare. 



Champion. 
Seuerall. 



24 Tone giueth his come ill a darth, 

to horse, sheepe, and hog euery daie ; 

The tother giue cattle warme barth, 
and feede them with strawe and with haie. 

Corne spent of the tone so in vaine : 
the tother doth sell to his gaine. 



Champion. 
Seuerall. 



25 Tone barefoote and ragged doth go, 
and readie in winter to sterue : 

When tother ye see dOo not so, 
but hath that is needfull to serue. 

Tone painc in a cotage doth take, 
when tother trim bowers doo make. 



Champion. 



Seuerall. 



*6 Tone laieth for turfe and for sedge, 
and hath it with woonderfull suit : 

When tother in euerie hedge, 
hath plentie of fewell and fruit. 

Euils twentie times worser than thease, 
enclosure quickly would ease. 



Champion. 



Seuerall. 



10 
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Soucraii. 27 In woodland the poore men that haue 

scarse fully two akers of land, 
More merily Hue and doo saue, 

than tother with twentie in hand. 
Yet paie they as much for the twoo 
as tother for twentie must doo. 

28 The labourer comming from thence, 

in woodland to worke any where : 
(I warrant you) goeth not hence, 

to worke anie more againe there. 
If this same be true (as it is :) 

why gather they nothing of this ? 

29 The poore at enclosing doo grutch, 

because of abuses that fall, 
Least some man should haue but too much, 

and some againe nothing at all. 
If order might therein be found, 

what were to the seuerall ground ? 

Thus endeth Husbandry. 1577. 
Here followeth Huswifery. 1573. 

♦0* ** It is likely this was wrote soon after Ket's rebellion, as a 
sive from the like, and to persuade the poorer sort quietly to 
Enclosures. " — T. R. 

64. 

1 The description of an emiious an 
naughtie neighbour. 

Chap. 53.^ 

[i] An enuious neighbour is easie to finde. 

His cumbersome fetches are seldome* behinde. 
His hatred procureth from naughtie to wurse. 
His friendship like ludas that carried the purse. 

* This chapter precedes the Author's Life in 1577 edition. 

* sieldome. 10 14. 
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[5] His head is a storehouse, with quarrels full fraught, 

His braine is vnquiet, till all come to naught. 

His memorie pregnant, old euils to recite, 

His mind euer fixed each euill to requite. 

His mouth full of venim, his lips out of frame, 
[10] His tongue a false witnes, his friend to defame. 

His eies be promooters, some trespas to spie, 

His eares be as spials, alarum to crie. 

His hands be as tyrants, reuenging ech thing. 

His feete at thine elbow, as serpent to sting. 
[15] His breast full of rancor, like Canker* to freat. 

His hart like a Lion, his neighbour to eat. 

His gate like a sheepebiter, fleering aside, 

His looke like a coxcombe, vp puffed with pride. 

His face made of brasse, like a vice in a game, 
[20] His iesture like Dauus, whom Terence doth name. 

His brag as Thersites, with elbowes abrode. 

His cheekes in his furie shall swell like a tode. 

His colour like ashes, his cap in his eies. 

His nose in the aire, hi»^nout in the skies. 
L^s] His promise to trust to as slipprie^ as ice. 

His credit much like to the chance of the dice. 

His knowledge or skill is in prating' too much, 

His companie shunned,^ and so be all such. 

His friendship is counterfait, seldome to trust, 
L30] His dooings vnluckie and euer vniust. 

His fetch is to flatter, to get what he can, 

His purpose once gotten, a pin* for thee than. 

* CoiMrtis. 1577. ' slipper. 1577. 

* parting. 1577. * shenned. 1577. 

* penny. 1577. 



i 



143 To light a candell^ etc. 

[In the edition of 1577 the following piece is inserted here.] 

64* 

To light a candell before the DeuilL 

To beard thy foes shews forth thy witt, 
but helpes the matter nere a whit. 

MY Sonne, were it not worst 
to frame thy nature so, 
That as thine vse is to thy friend, 

likewise to greet thy foe : 
Though not for hope of good, 

yet for the feare of euill. 
Thou maist find ease so proffering vp 
a candell to the deuill. 

This knowne, the surest way 

thine enemies wrath to swage ; 
If thou canst currey fauour thus, 

thou shalt be counted sage. 
Of truth I tell no lye, 

by proofe to well I knowe. 
The stubbome want of only this 

hath brought full many lowe. 

And yet to speak the trouth 

the Deuill is worse then naught. 
That no good tume will once deserue, 

yet looketh vp so haught. 
Exalt him how we please, 

and giue him what we can, 
Yet skarcely shall we find such Deuill 

a truly honest man. 
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But where the mighty may 

of force the weake constraine, 
It shal be wysely doone to bow 

to voyd a farther payne, 
Like as in tempest great, 

where wind doth beare the stroke, 
Much safer stands the bowing reede 

then doth the stubbome oke. 

And chiefly when of all 

thy selfe art one of those 
That fortune needes, will haue to dwell 

fast by the Deuils nose : 
Then (though against thine hart) 

thy tongue thou must so charme 
That tongue may say, where ere thou come, 

the Deuill doth no man harme. 



For where as no reuenge 

may stand a man in steede. 
As good is then an humble speech, 

as otherwise to bleede. 
Like as ye see by him 

that hath a shrew to wife. 
As good it is to speak her faire 

as still to Hue in strife. 

Put thou no Deuill in boote 

as once did master Shome : 
Take heede as from madde bayted bull 

to keepe thee fro his home. 
And where ye see the Deuill 

so bold to wrest with lawe, 
Make congi oft, and crouch aloofe, 

but come not in his clawe. 



1 50 To light a candell, etc. 

The scholer forth of schoole 

may boldlier take his mind, 
The fields haue eyes, the bushes eares, 

false birds can fetch the wind. 
The further from the gone 

the safer may ye skippe, 
The nerer to the carters hand 

the nerer to the whippe. 

The neerer to the whippe 

the sooner comes the jerke, 
The sooner that poore beast is strucke 

the sooner doth he yerke. 
Some loueth for to whippe, 

to see how ierkes will smart, 
In wofull taking is that horse 

that nedes must drawe in cart. 

Such fellow is the Deuell, 

that doth euen what he list, 
Yet thinketh he what ere he doth 

none ought dare say, but whist. 
Take therefore heed, my sonne, 

and marke full well this song, 
Leame thus with craft to claw the deuell, 

else Hue in rest not long. 



66. 

^ A sonet against a slanderous tongue. 

U Chap. 54. 

[i] T\OTH damell good, among the flowrie wheat ? 
^ Doo thistles good, so thick in fallow spide ? 
Doo taint wormes good, that lurke where 0% should ea 
Or sucking drones, in hiue where bees abide ? 
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[5] Doo hornets good, or these same biting gnats ? 

Foule swelling toades, what good by them is seene ? 
In house well deckt, what good doth gnawing rats ? 
Or casting mowles, among the meadowes greene ? 
Doth heauie newes make glad the hart of man ? 
[10] Or noisome smels, what good doth that to health ? 
Now once for all, what good (shew who so can ?) 
Doo stinging* snakes, to this our Commonwealth ? 

No more doth good a peeuish standerous toung, 
Bui hurts it set/e, and notes both old and young. 



66. 

If A softet vpon the Authors first seuen 

yeeres seruice. 

Chap. 55. 

[i] QEUEN times hath Janus tane new y6ere by hand, 
^ Seuen times hath blustring March blowne forth his 

powre : 
To driue out Aprils buds, by sea and land. 
For minion Male, to deck most trim with flowre. 

[5] Seuen times hath temperate Ver, like pageant plaide, 
And pleasant iEstas eke hir flowers told : 
Seuen times Autumnes heate hath b^ene delaide, 
With Hyems boistrous blasts, and bitter cold. 
Seuen times the thirt^ene Moones haue changed hew, 
[10] Seuen times the Sunne his course hath gone about : 
Seuen times ech bird hir nest hath built anew, 
Since first time you to seme, I choosed out. 

Still yours am /, though thus the time hath past, 
And trust to de, as^ long as life shall last, 

* stinking. 1577. ■ so. 1577. 
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67. 

Man minded for to thriue 
must wisely lay to wiue. 
What hap may thereby fall 
here argued find ye shall. 

f The Authours Dialogue betweene two 
Bachelers, of wiuing and thriuing by Affir- 

mation and Obiection. 

Chap. 56. 

Affirmation, 

[ I ] TjlREND, where we met this other day, 
J- We heard one make his mone and say. 

Good Lord, how might I thriue ? 
We heard an other answere him. 
Then make thee handsome, trick and trim, 

And lay in time to wiue. 

Obiection. 
[2] And what of that, say you to mee ? 
Do you your selfe thinke that to be 

The best way for to thriue ? 
If truth were truely bolted out, 
As touching thrift, I stand in dout. 
If men were best to wiue. 

Affirmation, 

[3] There is no doubt, for proue I can, 
I haue but seldome scene that man 

Which could the way to thriue : 
Vntill it was his happie lot. 
To stay himselfe in some good plot. 
And wisely then to wiue. 
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Obiectton, 

[4] And I am of an other minde, 
For by no reason can I finde, 

How that way I should thriue : 
For where as now I spend a pennie, 
I should not then be quit with mennie. 
Through bondage for to wiue. 

Affirmation. 

[5] Not so, for now where thou dost spend, 
Of this and that, to no good end. 

Which hindereth thee to thriue : 
Such vaine expences thou shouldst saue, 
And daily then lay more to haue. 

As others do that wiue. 

Obiectton, 

[6] Why then do folke this prouerbe put, 
The blacke oxe neare trod on thy fut. 

If that way were to thriue ? 
Hereout a man may soone picke forth. 
Few feeleth what a pennie is worth. 

Till such time as they wiue. 

Affirmation. 

[7] It may so chaunce as thou doest say. 
This lesson therefore beare away, 

If thereby thou wilt thriue : 
Looke ere thou leape, see ere thou go. 
It may be for thy profite so. 

For thee to lay to wiue. 

Obiection. 

[8] It is too much we dailie heare. 
To wiue and thriue both in a yeare, 
As touching now to thriue : 
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I know not herein what to spie, 
But that there doth small profite lie, 
To fansie for to wiue. 

Affirmation, 

[9] In deede the first yeare oft is such, 
That fondly some bestoweth much, 

A let to them to thriue : 
Yet other moe may soone be founde, 
Which getteth many a faire pounde, 

The same day that they wiue. 

Ohiection, 

[ I o] I graunt some getteth more that day, 
Than they can easily beare away, 

Nowe needes then must they thriue : 
What gaineth such thinke you by that ? 
A little burden, you wote what, 

Through fondnesse for to wiue. 

Affirmation. 

[11] Thou seemest blinde as mo haue bin, 
It is not beautie bringeth in 

The thing to make thee thriue : 
In womankinde, see that ye do 
Require of hir no gift but two. 

When ere ye minde to wiue. 

Ohiection. 

[12] But two, say you ? I pray you than 
Shew those as briefly as you can. 

If that may helpe to thriue : 
I weene we must conclude anon. 
Of those same twaine to want the ton. 

When ere we chance to wiue. 
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Affirmation. 

[13] An honest huswife, trust to mee, ^d^his-** 

Be those same twaine, I say to thee, wifene. 

That helpe so much to thriue : 
As honestie fane passeth golde, 
So huswiferie in yong and olde. 

Do pleasure such as wiue. 

Ohiection, 

[14] The honestie in deede I graunt, 

Is one good point the wife should haunt, 

To make hir husband thriue : 
But now faine would I haue you show, 
How should a man good huswife know, 

If once he hap to wiue ? 

Affirmation. 

[15] A huswife good betimes will rise, 
And order things in comelie wise, 

Hir minde is set to thriue : 
Vpon hir distaife she will spinne. 
And with hir needle she will winne, 

If such ye hap to wiue. 

Ohiection, 
[16] It is not idle going about. 

Nor all day pricking on a clout. 

Can make a man to thriue : 
Or if there be no other winning. 
But that the wife gets by hir spinning, 
Small thrift it is to wiue. 

Affirmation, 

[17] Some more than this yet do shee* shall, 
Although thy stocke be verie small, 
Yet will shee helpe thee thriue : 

» they. 1577. 



156 Of wiuing and thriuing. 

Lay thou^ to sane, as well as she, 
And then thou shalt' enriched be. 
When such thou hapst' to wiue. 

Ohiection, 

[18] If she were mine, I tell thee troth, 
Too much to trouble hir I were loth. 

For greedines to thriue : 
Least some should talke, as is the speech. 
The good wiues husband weares no breech, 
If such I hap to wiue. 

Affirmation. 

[ 1 9] What hurts it thee what some do say. 
If honestlie she take the way 

To helpe thee for to thriue ? 
For honestie will make hir prest, 
To doo the thing that shall be best. 

If such ye hap to wiue. 

Ohieciion, 

[20] Why did Diogenes say than, 

To one that askt of him time whan. 

Were best to wiue to thriue ? 
Not yet (quoth* he) if thou be yong. 
If thou waxe old, then holde thy tong, 
It is too late to wiue. 

Affirmation. 

[21] Belike he knew some shrewish wife. 

Which with hir husband made such strife, 
That hindered him to thriue : 



* jroo. 1577. ' you shall 1577 

• joa htp. 1577. * quod. 1577. 
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Who then may blame him for that clause, 
Though then he spake as some had cause. 
As touching for to wiue ? 

Ohiection. 

[22] Why then I see to take a shrew, 
(As seldome other there be few) 

Is not the way to thriue : 
So hard a thing I spie it is, 
The good to chuse, the shrew to mis, 

That feareth me to wiue. 

Affirmation, 

[23] She may in something seeme a shrew. 
Yet such a huswife as but few. 
To helpe thee for to thriue : 
This prouerbe looke in mind ye keepe, 
As good a shrew is as a sheepe, 
For you to take to wiue. 

Ohiection. 

[24] Now be she lambe or be she eaw, 

Giue me the sheepe, take thou the shreaw, 

See which of vs shall thriue : 
If she be shrewish thinke for troth. 
For all her thrift I would be loth 

To match with such to wiue. 

Affirmation. 

[25] Tush, farewell then, I leaue you off. 
Such fooles as you that loue to scoff. 

Shall seldome wiue to thriue : 
Contrarie hir, as you do me. 
And then ye shall, I warrant ye. 

Repent ye if ye wiue. 



1 5 8 Of wining and thriuing, 

Obtection, 

[26] Friend, let vs both giue iustly place. 
To wedded man to iudge this cace, 

Which best way is to thriue : 
For both our talke as seemeth plaine, 
Is but as hapneth in our braine. 

To will or not to wiue. 

^ Wedded mans iudgemeni 
Vpon the former argument. 

Moderator. [27] As Cock that wants his mate, goes rouing all about. 

With crowing eariy and late, to find his louer out : 
And as poore sillie hen, long wanting cock to g^ide, 
Soone droopes and shortly then beginnes to peake aside : 
Euen so it is with man and wife, where gouemment is 

found. 
The want of ton the others life doth shortly soone con- 
found. 

[28] In iest and in earnest, here argued ye finde, 
That husband and huswife togither must dwell, 
And thereto the iudgement of wedded mans minde. 
That husbandrie otherwise speedeth not well : 
So somewhat more nowe I intende for to tell. 
Of huswiferie like as of husbandrie tolde. 
How huswifelie huswife helpes bring in the golde. 



Thus endeih the booke of 
Husbandrie. 



[Finis (1577).] 



Tlu Epistle, 
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The points of Huswiferie, vnited to 
the comfort of Husbandrie, newly cor- 

rected and amplified, with diuers good 

lessons for hous holders to recreate the 

Reader, as by the Table at the end 

hereof more plainlie may 

appeere. 

Set forth by Thomas Tusser Gentleman. 



68. 



To the right Honorable and my especiall 
good Ladie and Maistres, the 

Ladie Paget. 



I rphough danger be mickle, 
-*• and fauour so fickle. 
Yet dutie doth tickle 

my fansie to wright : 
Concerning how prettie, 
how fine and how nettie, 
Good huswife should iettie,* 
from morning to night. 



2 Not minding' by writing, 
to kindle a spiting. 
But shew by enditing, 

as afterward told : 
How husbandrie easeth, 
to huswiferie pleaseth, 
And manie purse greaseth 

with siluer and gold. 



1 •^•: 



yettie. 1557. 



' mmded. 1577. 
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3 For husbandrie w^epeth, 
where huswiferie sl^epeth. 
And hardly he cr^epeth, 

vp ladder to thrift : 
That wanteth to bold him, 
thrifts ladder to hold him. 
Before it be told him, 

he falles without shift. 

4 Least many should feare me, 
and others forsweare me. 
Of troth I doo beare me 

vpright as ye s6e : 
Full minded to looue all, 
and not to rcprooue all. 
But onely to mooue all, 

good huswiues to b6e. 

5 For if I should mind some, 
or descant behind some. 
And missing to find some, 

displease so I mought : 
Or if I should blend them, 
and so to offend them, < 

What stur I should send them 

I stand in a dought. 

6 Though harmles ye* make it 
and some doo well take it. 
If others forsake it, 

what pleasure were that ? 



Naught else but to paine me, 
and nothing to gaine me, 
But make them disdaine me 
I wot ner for what. 

7 Least some make a triall, 
as clocke by the diall, 
Some stand to deniall, 

some murmur and grudge : 
Giue iudgement I pray you, 
for iustlie so may you, 
So fansie, so say you, 

I make you my iudge. 

8 In time, ye shall try me, 
by troth, ye shall spy me, 
So finde, so set by me, 

according to skill : 
How euer tr^e groweth, 
the fruit the tr6e showeth. 
Your Ladiship knoweth, 

my hart and good will. 

9 Thogh fortune doth measure, 
and I doo lacke treasure, 
Yet if I may pleasure 

your Honour with this : 
Then will me to mend it, 
or mend er ye send it. 
Or any where lend it, 

if ought be amis. 



Your Ladiships Seruant, 
Thomas Tusser. 



I. 1577. 



To the Reader, i6i 



69. 



IF To the Reader} 

1 \rOW listen, good huswiues, what dooings are here 
-L^ set foorth for a daie, as it should for a yere. 
Both easie to follow, and soone to atchiue, 

for such as by huswiferie looketh to thriue. 

2 The forenoone affaires, till dinner (with some,) 
then after noone dooings, till supper time come. 

With breakfast and dinner time, sup, and to bed, 
standes orderlie placed, to quiet thine hed. 

3 The meaning is this, for a daie what ye see, 
that monthlie and yeerlie continued must bee. 

And hereby to gather (as prooue I intend), 
that huswiuelie matters haue neuer an end. 

4 I haue not, by heare say, nor reading in booke, 
set out (peraduenture) that some cannot brooke. 

Nor yet of a spite, to be dooing with enie, 
but such as haue skared me many a penie. 

5 If widow, both huswife and husband may be, 
what cause hath a widower lesser than she ? 

Tis needfull that both of them looke well about : 
too careles within, and too lasie without. 

6 Now therefore, if well ye consider of this, 
what losses and crosses comes dailie amis. 

Then beare with a widowers pen as ye may : 
though husband of huswiferie somewhat doth say. 

i ^ " Fiist introduced in the edidon of 1580'' (M.). 

11 

■ 



i62 Thepreface^ etc. 



70. 



IT The Preface to the booke of 

Huswiferie. 

1 fTlAKE weapon away, of what force is a man ? 

-^ Take huswife from husband, and what is he th 

2 As louers desireth together to dwell, 

So husbandrie loueth good huswiferie well. 

3 Though husbandrie seemeth to bring in the gaines, 
Yet huswiferie labours seeme equall in paines. 

4 Some respit to husbands the weather may send, 
But huswiues affaires haue neuer an end. 



71. 

As true as thy faith, 
Thus huswiferie saith. 



\ 



Tiie praise [ i ] T SER UE for a date^ for a weeke, for a ytre^ 
wiferie. For life timey for euer, while man dwelleth here. 

For richer y for poorer , from North to the South, 
For honest f for hardhead, or daintie of mouth. 
[s] ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ vnwedded, in sicknes and health. 
For all that well liueth, in good Commonwealth. 
For citie,for countrie, for Court, and for cart. 
To quiet the head, and to comfort the hart. 
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72. 

f A description of Huswife and 

Huswiferie. 

1 /^F huswife doth huswiferie challenge that name, 
^ of huswiferie huswife doth likewise the same, 
Where husband and husbandrie ioineth with thease, 

there wealthines gotten is holden with ease. 

2 The name of a huswife what is it to say ? 

the wife of the house, to the husband a stay. 
If huswife doth that, as belongeth to hur : 
if husband be godlie,^ there needeth no stur. 

3 The huswife is she that to labour doth fall, 

the labour of hir I doo huswiferie call. 
If thrift by that labour be honestlie' got : 
then is it good huswiferie, else is it not. 

4 The woman the name of a huswife doth win, 

by keeping hir house, and of dooings therein. 
And she that with husband will quietly dwell, 
must thinke on this lesson, and follow it well. 

[Finis (1577)0 



73. 

Instructions to Huswiferie. 

Seme God is the furst. 
True loue is not wurst. 

1 A DAILIE good lesson, of huswife in deede, 
-^ is God to remember, the better to speede. 

2 An other good lesson, of huswiferie thought, 

is huswife with husband to Hue as she ought. 

* wittie. 1577. C£ posi^ ch. 100, st 6. - \)^ sued or got 1577. 



»^ 
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of pfacse, 
:aer« imaiiii^ a:» koQc; and reaaoB ikai 




7 As lui^viucs keepe koB^ aivi be sLuicis aficmf, 
fo f|«ededi tbcr wamiagSy die jeesc dionnr oat. 

^ Tboo^ home be bar boaie}T, m fa^;vife is tangfat, 
tbst hone baxh so feOov to sadi as bane angfat. 

9 Good Tsa^ with knorledfe, and qoiet vhball, 
make huswife to shine, as the sunne on the wall. 

10 What husband refnseth all comelj to bane, 

that hath a good hoswife, all willing to sane. 

Be readieat neede^ 
An thiDe to fieede. 

1 1 The case of good hoswiues, thus dailj doth stand, 

what ener shall chance, to be readie at hand. 

1 2 This care hath a huswife all daie in hir bed, 

that all thing in season be hnswifelie fed. 

Bj practise go mnse. 
How hoashold to 



1 3 Dame practise is she that to huswife doth tell, 

which way for to goueme hir familie well. 

14 Vse labourers gently, keej>e this as a lawe, 

make childe to be ciuill, keepe semant in awe. 
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Who careles doe line. 
Occasion doe giue. 

15 Haae enerie where a respect to thy waies, 

that none of thy life any slander may raies. 

16 What many doo knowe, though a time it be hid, 

at length will abrode, when a mischiefe shall bid. 

No neighbour reprooue, 
Doe so to haue looae. 

1 7 The lone of thy neighbour shall stand thee in steede, 

the poorer, the gladder, to helpe at a neede. 

1 8 Vse friendly thy neighbour, else trust him in this, 

as he hath thy friendship, so trust vnto his. 

IT Strike nothing vnknowne, 
Take heede to thine owne. 

1 9 Reuenge not thy wrath vpon any mans beast, 

least thine by like malice be bid to like feast. 

20 What hnsband prouideth with monie his drudge, 

the huswife must looke to, which waie it doth trudge. 



74. 

A digression. 

[ I ] \rOW, out of the matter, this lesson I ad, 

i^ concerning cock crowing, what profit is had. 
Experience teacheth, as true as a clock : 
how winter night passeth, by marking the cock. 

[2] Cock croweth at midnight, times few aboue six, 
with pause to his neighbour, to answere betwix. 
At three a clock thicker, and then as ye knowe, 
like all in to Mattens, neere dale they doo crowe. 

[3] At midnight, at three, and an hower ere day, Cocko 

crowiof . 

they vtter their language, as well as they may. 

Which who so regardeth what counsell they giue, 

will better loue crowing, as long as they Hue. 



1 66 Cock crowing. 

For being afraid. 
Take heede good maid : 
Marke crowing of cock. 
For feare of a knock. 

[4] ^ Thefirsi cock croweth. 

Ho, Dame it is midnight : what rmnbling is that ? 

The 'DKxX cock croweth.^ 
Take heede to false harlots, and more, ye wot what. 

If noise ye heare, 
Looke all be cleare : 
Least drabs doe noie thee. 
And theeues destroie thee. 

[5] ^ The first cock croweih. 

Maides, three a clock, knede, lay your bucks, or go brew, 

The next cock croweth.^ 
And cobble and botch, ye that cannot buie new. 

TiU cock crow agen, 
Both maidens and men : 
Amend now with speede. 
That mending doth neede.' 

[6] ^ Thefirsi cock croweth. 

Past fine a clock, Holla : maid, sleeping beware. 

The next cock croweth.^ 
Least quickly your Mistres vncouer your bare. 

Maides, vp I beseech yee, 
Least Mistres doe breech yee : 
To worke and away, 
As is&t as ye may. 



^ showeth. 1577. 

' Both mayden and man 
mend now what ye can. 
Leave gibber gabber 
mend slibber Sabber. 1577. 
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76. 

f Huswiferie. 

[Now listen, good hnswiues, what doings are here 
set out for a day as it should for a yere. 1577.] 

^ Morning workes} 

No sooner some vp, 
But nose is in cup. 

1 r\ ET vp in the morning as soone as thou wilt, 
^ with ouerlong slugging good seniant is spilt. 

2 Some slouens from sleeping no sooner get vp, 
but hand is in aumbrie, and nose in the cup. 

That early is donne. 
Count huswifely wonne. 

3 Some worke in the morning may trimly be donne, Morning 
that all the day after can hardly be wonne. 

4 Good husband without it is needfull there be, 
good huswife within as needfull as he. 

Cast dust into yard. 
And spin and go card. 

5 Sluts comers auoided shall further thy health, 
much time about trifles shall hinder thy wealth. 

6 Set some to peele hempe or else rishes to twine, 
to spin and to card, or to seething of brine. 

Grind mault for drinke, 
See meate do not stinke. 

7 Set some about cattle, some pasture to vewe, 
some mault to be grinding against ye do brewe. 

8 Some cometh, some brineth, some will not be taught, 
where meate is attainted, there cookrie is naught. 

^ This and other sub-titles are not in 1577. 



i68 



Huswiferie. 



Breakefint. 



76. 

IT Breakefast doings. 

To breake&st that come^ 
Giue erie one some. 

1 /\ALL seroants to breakefast by day starre appere, 
^ a snatch and to worke, fellowes tarrie not here. 

2 Let huswife be earner, let^ pottage be heate, 
a messe to eche one, with a morsell of meate. 

No more tittle tattle. 
Go serae your cattle. 

3 What tacke in a pudding, saith greedie gut wringer, 
giue such ye wote what, ere a pudding he finger. 

4 Let seruants once serued, thy cattle go seme, 
least often ill seruing make cattle to sterue. 



Thtefor 
thrioe. 



77. 

IF Huswifely admonitions. 

Leame you that will thee. 
This lesson of mee.* 

1 \rO breakefast of custome prouide for to saue, 
-*-^ but onely for such as deserueth to haue. 

2 No shewing of seruant what vittles in store, 
shew seruant his labour, and shew him no more. 

Of hauocke beware. 
Cat nothing will spare. 

3 Where all thing is common, what needeth a hutch ? 
where wanteth a sauer, there hauocke is mutch. 

4 Where window is open, cat maketh a fray, 
yet wilde cat with two legs is worse by my fay. 



* see. 1577. 

* How damtie some be. 1573. 
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Looke well vnto thine, 
Slut douthfull must whine. 

5 An eie in a comer who vseth to haue, 
reuealeth a drab, and preuenteth a knaue. 

6 Make maide to be clenly, or make hir crie creake, 

and teach hir to stirre, when hir mistresse doth speake. 

Let hoUie wand threate, 
Let fisgig be beate. 

7 A wand in thy hand, though ye fight not at all, 
makes youth to their businesse better to fall. 

8 For feare of foole had I wist * cause thee to waile, 
let fisgig be taught to shut doore after taile. 

Too easie the wicket. 
Will still appease dicket 

9 With hir that will clicket make daunger to cope, 
least quickly hir wicket seeme easie to ope. 

10 As rod little mendeth where maners be spilt, 

so naught will be naught say and do what thou wilt. 

Fight seldome ye shall 
But vse not to orall. 

1 1 Much bralling with seruant, what man can abide ? 
pay home when thou fightest, but loue not to chide. 

12 As order is heauenly where quiet is had, 
so error is hell, or a mischiefe as bad. 

What better a lawe. 
Than subjects in awe ? 

1 3 Such awe as a warning will cause to beware, 
doth make the whole houshold the better to fare. 

14 The lesse of thy counsell thy seruants doe knowe, 
Their dutie the better such seruants shall showe. 

^ "A wise man saith not, had I wist." — Uncertain Author in TottePs 
Miscdkmy (p. 244, Arber's ed.). 
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Good musicke regard, 
Good semants reward. 

15 Such semants are oflenest painfull and good, 
that sing in their labour, as birdes in the wood. 

1 6 Grood semants hope iustly some friendship to feele, 
and looke to haue fauour what time they do weele. 

By once or twise 
Tis time to be wise. 

1 7 Take mnagate Robin, to pitie his neede, 
and looke to be filched, as sure as thy creede. 

1 8 Take waming by once, that a worse do not hap, 
foresight is the stopper of many a gap. 

Some change for a shift, 
Oft change, small thrift. 

1 9 Make fewe of thy counsell to change for the best, 
least one that is tmdging infecteth the rest. 

20 The stone that is rolling can gather no mosse, 
for maister and semant, oft changing is losse. 

Both liberall sticketh. 
Some prouender pricketh. 

One liberall. 2 1 Ouc dog for a hog, and one cat for a mouse, 

one readie to giue is ynough in a house : 

22 One gift ill accepted, keepe next in thy purse, 
whom prouender pricketh are often the wurse. 



78. 

IT Brewing. 

Brew somewhat for thine, 
Else bring vp no swine. 

I 11/ HERE brewing is needfull, be brewer thy selfe, 
' * what filleth the roofe will helpe furnish the shelfe 
\ bnieng of drinke, by the firkin or pot, 
) taUie ariseth, but hog amendes not.^ 

> Soore qnickely ariseth, hog profiteth not 1577. 
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Well brewed, worth cost, 
111 vsed, halfe lost. 

3 One bushell well brewed, outlasteth some twaine, 
and saueth both mault, and expences in vaine.^ 

4 Too new is no profile, too stale is as bad, 
drinke dead or else sower makes laborer sad. 

Remember good Gill, 
Take paine with thy swill. 

5 Seeth grains in more water, while grains be yet hot, ^f^fn^. 
and stirre them in copper, as poredge in pot. 

6 Such heating with straw, to haue ofiall good store, 
both pleaseth and easeth, what would ye haue more ? 

79. 

IF Baking. 

Newe bread is a driuell. 
Much crust is as euill. 

1 VTEW bread is a waster, but mouldie is wurse. Baking. 
-*-^ what that way dog catcheth, that loseth the purse. 

2 Much dowebake I praise not, much crust is as ill, 
the meane is the Huswife, say nay if ye will. 

80. 

^ Cookerie. 

Good cookerie craueth. 
Good tumebroch saueth. 

1 C\ OOD cooke to dresse dinner, to bake and to brewe, Cookene. 
" deserues a rewarde, being honest and trewe. 

2 Good diligent tumebroch and trustie withall, 
is sometime as needfull as some in the hall. 

' Two troubles for nothing, is cost to no gaine. 1577. 
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8L 

IT Dairie. 

Good dairie doth pleasure^ 
111 dairie spendes treasure. 

Dairie. , />| QOD hoswlfe in dairie, that needes not be tolde, 

VJ deseroeth hir fee to be paid hir in golde. 

2 111 sernant neglecting what hnswiferie saies, 
deseroeth hir fee to be paid hir with baies. 

Good droie woorth much.^ 
Biarke slats and such. 

3 Good droie to serae hog, to helpe wash, and to milke, 
more needfull is troelie than some in their silke. 

4 Though homelie be milker, let cleanlie be cooke, 
for a slut and a slouen be knowne by their looke. 

In dairie no cat, 
Laie bane for a niL 



rats. 



Traps for 5 Though Cat (a good mouser) doth dwell in a house, 

yet euer in dairie haue trap for a mouse. 

6 Take heede how thou laiest the bane for the rats, 
for poisoning seruant, thy selfe and thy brats. 



82. 

IF Scouring. 

No scouring for pride. 
Spare kettle whole side. 

.Scouring. I fTIHOUGH scouring be needfull, yet scouring too mutch, 

•^ is pride without profit, and robbeth* thine hutch. 

2 Keepe kettles from knocks, set tubs out of Sun, 
for mending is costlie, and crackt is soone dun. 

> Thongh droy be, etc 1577. * rubbeth. 1573, 1577. 
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83. 

Washing. 

Take heede when ye wash. 
Else run in the lash. 

1 TlfAIDS, wash well and wring well, but beat ye wot how, washing. 
-^^ if any lack beating, I feare it be yow. 

2 In washing by hand, haue an eie to thy boll, 
for launders and millers, be quick of their toll. 

Drie Sonne, drie winde, 
Safe binde, safe finde. 

3 Go wash well, saith Sommer, with sunne I shall drie, 
go wring well, saith Winter, with winde so shall I. 

4 To trust without heede is to venter a ioint, 
glue tale and take count, is a huswifelie point. 

Where many be packing. 
Are manie tnings lacking. 

5 Where hens fall a cackling, take heede to their nest, 
where drabs fall a whispring, take heede to the rest. 

6 Through negligent huswifes, are many things lacking, 
and Gillet suspected will quickly be packing. 

84. 

Malting. 

m malting is theft, 
Wood dride hath a weft. 

1 TTOUSE may be so handsome, and skilfulnes such, Malting. 
•J-L to make thy owne malt, it shall profit thee much. 

2 Som drieth with strawe, and some drieth with wood, 
wood asketh more charge, and nothing so good. 

Take heede to the kell, 
Sing out as a belL 

3 Be suer no chances to fier can drawe, 

the wood, or the furzen, the brake or the strawe. 

4 Let Gillet be singing, it doth verie well, 

to keepe hir from sleeping and burning the kell. 
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Best dride best speedes, 
111 kept, bowd breedes. 

5 Malt being well speered, the more it will cast, 
malt being well dried, the longer will last. 

6 Long kept in ill soller, (vndoubted thou shalt,) 
through bowds without number loose quickly thy malt. 

86. 

IF Dinner matters. 

For hunger or thirst, 
Seme cattle well first 

Dinnertime. > T)Y noone scc your dinner, be readie and neate, 

^ let-meate tarrie seruant, not seruant his meate. 
2 Plough cattle a baiting, call seruant to dinner, 
the thicker togither, the charges the thinner. 

. Togither is best. 

For hostis and gest. 

3* Due season is best, altogither is gay, 
dispatch hath no fellow, make short and away. 

4 Beware of Gill laggoose, disordring thy house, 
mo dainties who catcheth, than craftie fed mouse ! 

Let such haue ynough. 
That follow the plough. 

5 Giue seruant no dainties, but giue him ynough, 
too many chaps walking, do begger the plough. 

6 Poore seggons halfe starued worke faintly and dull, 
and lubbers doo loiter, their bellies too full. 

Giue neuer too much. 
To lazie and such. 

7 Feede lazie that thresheth a flap and a tap, 
like slothfull, that all day be stopping a gap. 

8 Some litherly lubber more eateth than twoo, 
yet leaueth vndone that another will doo. 

^ Stanzas 3-12 are not in 1577. 
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Where nothing will last. 
Spare such as thou hast. 

9 Some cutteth thy linnen, some spoileth^ their broth, 
bare table to some doth as well as a cloth. 

I o Treene dishes be homely, and yet not to lack, 

where stone is no laster take tankard and lack. 

Knap boy on the thums, 
And saue him his crums. 

I I That pewter is neuer for manerly feastes, 
that daily doth seme so vnmanerly beastes. 

1 2 Some gnaweth and leaueth, some crusts and some crums, 
eat such their own leuings, or gnaw their own thums. 

Seme God euer fiirst, 
Take nothing at wurst. 

1 3 At Dinner, at Supper, at morning, at night, 
giue thankes vnto God, for his gifts so in' sight. 

14 Good husband and huswife, will sometime alone, 
make shift with a morsell and picke of a bone. 

Inough thou art tolde. 
Too much will not holde. 

15 Three dishes well dressed, and welcome withall, 
both pleaseth thy friend and becommeth thine hall. 

1 6 Enough is a plentie, too much is a pride, 

the plough with ill holding, goes quicklie aside. 



Grace 
before and 
after meate. 



86. 

IT Afternoone workes. 

Make companie breake, 
Go cherish the weake. 

'HEN Dinner is ended, set seruants to wurke, 
and follow such fellowes' as loueth to lurke, 
2 To seruant in sicknesse see nothing ye grutch, 
a thing of a trifle shall comfort him mutch. 



•w 



Afternoone 
workei. 



^ spilleth. 1577. 



2 in thy. 1577. 



' marchants. 1577* 
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Who manie do feede, 
Saue much they had neede. 

3 Put chippings in dippings, vse parings to saue, 
fat capons or chickens that lookest to haue. 

4 Saue droppings and skimmings, how euer ye doo, 
for medcine for cattell, for cart and for shoo. 

Leane capon vnineete, 
Deere fed is vnsweete. 

5 Such ofcome as commeth giue wife to hir fee, 
feede willingly such as do helpe to feede thee. 

6 Though fat fed is daintie, yet this I thee wame, 
be cunning in fatting for robbing thy bame. 

Peece hole to defende. 
Things timely amende. 

7 Good semsters be sowing of fine pretie knackes, 
good huswifes be mending and peecing their sackes. 

8 Though making and mending be huswifely wales, 
yet mending in time is the huswife to praies. 

Buie newe as is meete, 
Marke blanket and sheete. 

9 Though Ladies may rend and buie new ery day, 
good huswifes must mend and buie new as they may. 

I o Call quarterly seruants to court and to leete, 

write euerie Couerlet, Blanket, and Sheete. 

Shift slouenly elfe, 
Be gayler thy selfe. 

I I Though shifting too oft be a theefe in a house, 
yet shift slut and slouen for feare of a louse. 

1 2 Graunt doubtfull no key of his chamber in purse, 
least chamber doore lockt be to theeuerie a nurse. 

Saue feathers for gest, 
These other rob chest 

Saue 1 3 Saue wing for a thresher, when Gander doth die, 

saue feather of all thing, the softer to lie. 

14 Much spice is a theefe, so is candle and fier, 
'>*vae(e sauce is as craftie as euer was frier. 
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Wife make thine owne candle, 
Spare pennie to handle. 

15 Prouide for thy tallow, ere frost commeth in, Candie 

making^. 

and make thine owne candle, ere winter begin. 

16 If pennie for all thing be suffred to trudge, 

trust long, not to pennie, to haue him thy drudge. 



87. 

IT Euening workes. 

^ Time dxawing to night. 

See all things go right. 

1 TXTHEN hennes go to roost go in hand to dresse meate, Jj^^* 

* ' seme hogs and to milking and some to seme neate. 

2 Where twaine be ynow, be not semed with three, 
more knaues in a companie worser they bee. 

Make lackey to trudge. 
Make seruant thy drudge. 

3 For euerie trifle leaue ianting thy nag, 

but rather make lackey of Jack boie thy wag. 

4 Make semant at night lug in wood or a log, 
let none come in emptie but slut and thy dog. 

False knaue readie prest, 
All safe is the best 

5 Where pullen vse nightly to pearch in the yard, 
there two legged foxes keepe watches and ward. 

6 See cattle well, semed, without and within, 
and all thing at quiet ere supper begin. 

Take heede it is needeful. 
True pittie is meedeful. 

7 No clothes in garden, no trinkets without, 
no doore leaue vnbolted, for feare of a dout. 

8 Thou woman whom pitie becommeth the best, 
graunt all that hath laboured time to take rest. 

12 
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88. 



IF Supper matters. 



Vse mirth and good woorde. 
At bed and at boorde. 

Sapper time i TIROUIDE for thv husband, to make him good cheere, 



-I- make merrie togither, while time ye be heere. 

2 At bed and at boord, howsoeuer befall, 
what euer God sendeth be merrie withall. 



No brawling make, 
No ielousie take, 

3 No taunts before seruants, for hindring of fame, 
no iarring too loude for auoyding of shame. 

4 As fransie and heresie roueth togither, 

so iealousie leadeth a foole ye wot whither. 

Tend such as ye haue, 
Stop talkatiue knaue. 

5 Yong children and chickens would euer be eating, 
good seruants looke dulie for gentle intreating. 

6 No seruant at table vse sausly to talke, 

least tongue set at large out of measure do walke. 



No snatching at all, 
Sirs, hearken now all. 

7 No lurching, no snatching, no striuing at all, 
least one go without and another haue all. 

^laie after Supper, take heede therevnto, 

nice in the morning ech seruant shall do. 



■i.-. 
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89. 

After supper matters. 



Thy soule hath a clog, 
Forget not thy dog. 



1 "OEMEMBER those children whose parents be poore, ^^^^ 
^^ which hunger, yet dare not craue^ at thy doore. 

2 Thy Bandog that serueth for diuerse mishaps, 
forget not to giue him thy bones and thy scraps. 



Make keies to be keepers, 
To bed ye sleepers. 

3 Where mouthes be many, to spend that thou hast, 
set keies to be keepers, for spending too fast. 

4 To bed after supper let drousie go sleepe, 

least knaue in the darke to his marrow do creepe. 

Keepe keies as thy life, 
Feare candle good wife. 

5 Such keies lay vp safe, ere ye take ye to rest, 
of dairie, of buttrie, of cubboord and chest. 

6 Feare candle in hailoft, in bame, and in shed, 

feare flea smocke and mendbreech, for burning their bed. 

See doore lockt fast. 
Two keies make wast. 

7 A doore without locke is a baite for a knaue, 
a locke without key is a foole that will haue. 

8 One key to two locks, if it breake is a greefe, 
two keies to one locke in the ende is a theefe. 

Night workes troubles hed, 
Locke doores and to bed. 

9 The day willeth done whatsoeuer ye bid, 

the night is a theefe, if ye take not good hid. 

10 Wash dishes, lay leauens, saue fire and away, 
locke doores and to bed, a good huswife will say. 

1 to. 1577. 
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Bedtime. 



Time to rise. 



To bed know thy guise, 
To rise do likewise. 

1 1 In winter at nine, and in sommer at ten, 
to bed after supper both maidens and men. 

12 In winter at fiue a clocke, seruant arise, 
in sommer at foure is verie good guise. 

Loue so as ye may 
Loue many a day. 

13 Be lowly not sollen, if ought go amisse, 

what wresting may loose thee, that winne with a kisse. 

14 Both beare and forebeare now and then as ye may, 
then, wench God a mercie, thy husband will say. 



90. 

IT The ploughmans feasting dales. 

This would not be slept. 
Old guise must be kept 

I C\ OOD huswiues, whom God hath enriched ynough, 

^ forget not the feastes that belong to the plough. 

The meaning is onelie to ioie and be glad, 

for comfort with labour is fit to be had. 



Leicester- 
shire. 



Plough Monday. 
2 Plough Monday, next after that Twelftide is past, 

bids out with the plough, the woorst husband is last. 
If ploughman get hatchet or whip to the skreene, 
maides loseth their cock if no water be seene. 



Essex and 
Suffblke. 



Shroftide. 
3 At Shroftide to shrouing, go thresh the fat hen, 
if blindfild can kill hir, then giue it thy men. 
Maides, fritters and pancakes ynow see ye make : 
let slut haue one pancake, for companie sake. 



Huswiferie. 



i8i 



Sheepe shearing. 

4 Wife make vs a dinner, spare flesh neither come, 

make wafers and cakes, for our sheepe must be shome. 
At sheepe shearing neighbours none other thing craue, 
but good cheere and welcome like neighbours to haue. 



Northamp' 
tonihire. 



The wake day. 

5 Fill ouen full of flawnes, Ginnie passe not for sleepe, 
to morow thy father his wake day will keepe. 
Then euerie wanton may daunce at hir will, 

both Tomkin with Tomlin, and Jankin with Gill. 



Leicester- 
shire. 



Haruest home. 

6 For all this good feasting, yet art thou not loose, 

till ploughman thou giuest his haruest home goose. 
Though goose go in stubble, I passe not for that, 
let goose haue a goose, be she leane, be she fat. 



Seede cake. 

7 Wife, some time this weeke, if the wether hold cleere, 
an end of wheat sowing we make for this yeere. 
Remember you therefore though I doo it not : 
the seede Cake, the Pasties, and Furmentie pot. 



Essex and 
Soffolke. 



Twise a week roast 

8 Good ploughmen looke weekly, of custome and right, 
for roast meat on Sundaies and Thursdaies at night. 
This dooing and keeping such custome and guise, 
they call thee good huswife, they loue thee likewise. 



i8* 



^ A comparison betweene good 
kusToif trie and euill. 



I TLL hnsviferie lieih 
^ tin nine of the doc^. 
Good hnsvifene trieth 
to rise vith the cock. 

2 III hnswiferie tooteth, 

to make hir selfe braiie. 
Good hoswiferie locriketh 
what honshold most hane. 

3 111 hnswiferie trosteth 

to him and to hir. 
Good hoswiferie losteth 
hir selfe for to stir. 

4 111 hoswiferie careth 

for this nor for that. 
Gk>od hoswiferie spareth 
for feare ye wot what. 

5 111 hoswiferie pricketh 

hir selfe vp in pride. 

Good hoswiferie tricketh 

hir hoose as a bride. 

6 111 hoswiferie othing 

or other most craoe. 
Good hoswiferie nothing, 
hot needfoll will haoe. 



7 ni 

with gossep to spend. 
Good hnswiferie looeth 
hir honshold to tend. 

8 ID hnswiferie wanteth 

with q>ending too fast. 
Good hnswiferie canteth' 
the lenger to last. 

9 m huswif^^e easeth 

hir selfe with vnknowne. 
Good hnswiferie pleaseth 
hir selfe with hir owne. 

ID 111 hnswiferie brooketh 
mad toies in hir hed. 
Good hoswiferie looketh 
that all things be fed. 

1 1 111 hnswiferie bringeth 

a shilling to naoght. 
Good hoswiferie singeth, 
hir cofers foil fraoght. 

1 2 111 hoswiferie rendeth, 

and casteth aside. 
Good hoswiferie mendeth, 
else woold it go wide. 



^ scantcth. 1577. 
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13 111 hoswiferie sweepeth 15 111 huswiferie pineth, 

her linnen to gage. not hauing to eate. 

Good huswiferie keepeth. Good huswiferie dineth, 

to serue hir in age. with plentie of meate. 

14 111 huswiferie craueth 16 111 huswiferie letteth 

in secret to borow. the Diuell take all. 

Good huswiferie saueth Good huswiferie setteth 

to day for to morow. good brag of a small. 



Good huswife good fame hath of best in the towne, 
HI huswife ill name hath of eoerie downe. 



Thus endeth the hoohe of 
Huswiferie. 



96. 

For men a perfect warning 
How childe shall come by laming. 

1 A LL you that faine would leame the perfect waie, 
•^ To haue your childe in Musick something s6ene, 
Aske nature first what thereto she doth saie, 

Ere further suite ye make to such a Qu6ene. 
For doubtlesse Grossum caput is not he 
Of whom the learned Muses s6ene will be. 

2 Once tride that nature trim hath done hir part, 
And Ladie Musick farre^ in loue withall, 

Be wise who first doth teach thy childe that Art, 
Least homelie breaker mar fine ambling ball. 
Not rod in mad braines hand is that can helpe, 
But gentle skill doth make the proper whelpe. 

1 ? £ure [1614]. 



1 86 How childe shall come^ etc. 

3 Where choise is hard, count good for well a fine. 
Skill mixt with will, is he that teacheth best : 
Let this suffice for teaching childe of thine. 
Choose quickly well for all the lingring rest. 
Mistaught at first how seldome prooueth well 1 
Trim taught, O God, how shortly doth excell ! 

4 Although as ships must tarrie winde and tide. 
And perfect howers abide their stinted time ; 
So likewise, though of learning dailie tride. 
Space must be had ere wit may thereto clime. 
Yet easie steps, and perfect way to trust. 

Doth cause good sp6ede, confesse of force we must. 

5 Thus in the childe though wit ynough we finde. 
And teacher good n6ere hand or other where. 
And time as apt as may be thought with minde. 
Nor cause in such thing much to doubt or feare. 
Yet cocking Mams, and shifting Dads from schooles. 
Make pregnant wits to prooue vnleamed fooles. 

6 Ere learning come, to haue first art thou taught. 
Apt learning childe, apt time that thing to frame. 
Apt cunning man to teach, else all is naught. 
Apt parents, glad to bring to passe the same. 
On such apt ground the Muses loue to bilde. 
This lesson leame ; adue else learned child. 

[In the edition of 1573, The Sonnet to Lady Paget, which 

follows the Posies, is placed here.] 
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96. 

f The description of a womans age by vi. 
times xiiij yeeres prentiship, with 

a lesson to the same, 

14 fTIWO first seuen yeeres, for a rod they doe whine, 
28 -*- Two next, as a perle in the world they doe shine, 
42 Two next, trim beautie beginneth to swerue, 
56 Two next, for matrones or drudges they seme, 
70 Two next, doth craue a staffe for a stay, 
84 Two next, a beere to fetch them away. 



A Lesson 



iThen purchase some pelfe, 
by fiftie and thr^e : 
or buckle thy selfe, 
a drudge for to b6e. 



97. 

1 The Inholders posie.^ 

[»] AT .meales my friend who vitleth here, and sitteth 
-^^ with his host. 

Shall both be sure of better chere, and scape with lesser 
cost. 

[2] But he that will attendance haue, a chamber by himselfe. 
Must more regard what pains do craue than passe of 
worldly pelfe. 



^ Not in edition of 1573. 



i88 Tke 



3^ Let DO man looke to fi ii n fu^ linne vith pindung bj 
the vaie. 
But laie before be takes bis Inne to make bis pmae to pale. 



^4] For nodiing paie and nothing {xaie, in Inne it is tbe gise, 
Wbere no point gain, tbere no pcxnt pain, tbink tbis if 
joa be wise. 

[5] For toiling mncb and spcnling more, great cbarge smal 
gains or none, 
Soone sets tbine bost at needams sbore,^ to crane tbe 
beggers bone. 

[6] Foresting tbis, come daj or nigbt, take vp wbat place 
je please. 
Vse mine as tbine, let fortone spi^t, and boldlj take 
tbine ease. 



98. 

% Certaine Table Lessons. 

1 TTIRIEND, eat lesse, and drinke lesse,' and baie tbee a knife, 
-'- else looke for a earner not alwaj too rife. 

Some kniueles their daggers for brauerie weare, 
that often for surfetting neede not to feare. 

2 At dinner and supper the table doth crane 

good fellowly neighbour good manner to bane. 
Aduise thee well therefore, ere tongue be too free, 
or slapsauce be noted too saucie to bee. 

3 If anything wanteth or seemeth amis, 

to call for or shew it, good maner it is. 
But busie fault finder, and saucie withall, 
is roister like rufien, no manner at all. 

* A pun recorded by Ray. Needham is in Suffolk (M.). 
' eateles and drinkles. 1577. 
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4 Some cntteth the napkin, some trencher will nick, 

some sheweth like follie, in many a trick. 
Let sach apish ' bodie so toieng at meate, 
go toie with his nodie, like ape in the streate. 

5 Some commeth vnsent for, not for thy good cheere, 

but sent* as a spiall, to listen and heere. 
Which being once knowne, for a knaue let him go, 
for knaue will be knauish, his nature is so. 







99. 

IF Lessons for waiting seruanis. 

N£ diligent seruiture, skilfull to waight. 



more comelieth thy table than other some eight, 
That stand for to listen, or gasing about, 
not minding their dutie, within nor without. 

2 Such waiter is fautie that standeth so by, 

vnmindful of seruice, forgetting his ey. 
If maister to such giue a bone for to gnaw, 
he doth but his office, to teach such a daw. 

3 Such seruiture also deserueth a check, 

that runneth out fisging with meat in his beck. 
Such rauening puttocks for vittles so trim, 
would haue a good maister to puttock with him. 

4 Who daily can suffer, or else can afoord, 

his meat so vp snatched that comes from his boord ? 
So tossed * with cormorants, here and there some, 
and others to want it that orderlie come ? 

5 Good seruiture waieth (once dinner begon,) 

what asketh attendance and what to be don. 
So purchasing maister a praise with the best, 
gets praise to himselfe, both of maister and gest. 

>LetapisUe. 1577. 'bent 1577. » toesed. 1577. 



190 Posies for the kail. 

100. 

T Husbandly posies for the hall. 

1 TIRIEND, here I dwell, and here I haae a little worldly 
-*- pelfe. 

Which on my friend I k6epe to spend, as well as on my selfe. 

2 What euer fare you hap to finde, take welcome for the best. 
That hauing then disdaine thou not, for wanting of the rest. 

3 Backbiting talk that flattering blabs know wily how to blenge, 
The wise doth note, the friend doth hate, the enmie will 

reuenge. 

4 The wise will spend or giue or lend, yet k6epe to hane in 

store. 
If fooles may haue from hand to mouth, they passe vpon 
no more. 

5 Where ease is sought, at length we s^e, there plentie waxeth 

scant, 
WTio careles Hues go borow must, or else full often want. 

6 The world doth think the welthy man is he that least shall 

n6ed, 
But true it is the godlie^ man is he that best shall sp^ed. 

101. 

IT Posies for theparler. 

1 A S hatred is the serpents noisome rod, 
-^^ So friendship is the louing gift of Grod. 

2 The dronken friend is friendship very euill. 
The frantike friend is friendship for the Deuill. 

3 The quiet friend all one in word and d^ede 
Great comfort is, like ready gold at n^ede. 

^ Ct anU^ cfa. 72, St 2. 
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4 With bralling fooles that wrall for euerie wrong, 
Firme friendship neuer can continue long. 

5 In time that man shall seldome friendship mis, 
That waith what thing touch kept in friendship is. 

6 Oft times a friend is got with easie cost, 
Which vsed euill is oft as quickly lost. 

7 Hast thou a friend, as hart may wish at will ? 
Then vse him so to haue his friendship still. 

8 Wouldst haue a friend, wouldst knowe what friend is best ? 
Haue God thy friend, who passeth all the rest. 

102. 

% Posies for the gests chamber. 

1 fTIHE slouen and the careles man, the roinish nothing nice, 
-L To lodge in chamber comely deckt, are seldome suflfred 

twice. 

2 With curteine som make scaberd clene, with couerlet their 

shoo, 
All dirt and mire some wallow bed, as spanniels vse to doo. 

3 Though bootes and spurs be nere so foule, what passeth 

some thereon ? 
What place they foule, what thing they teare, by tumbling 
thervpon. 

4 Foule male some cast on faire boord, be carpet nere so 

cl6ene, 
what maners careles maister hath, by knaue his man is 
s^ene. 

5 Some make the chimnie chamber pot to smell like filthie 

sink. 
Yet who so bold, so soone to say, fough, how these houses 
stink ? 



192 PosUsfar the gests ckamber. 

6 They therefore sach as make no force idiat comly thing 

theyspil. 
Most hane a cabben like themselnes, although against their 
wil. 

7 Bat gentlemen will gently doe where gentlenes is sheawd, 
Obseming this, with lone abide, or else hence all beshreawd. 



103. 

% Posies for thine owne bed chamber. 

1 TTTHAT wisdom more, what better life, than pleseth 

f ▼ God to send ? 
what worldly goods, what longer vse, than pleseth God 
to lend ? 

2 What better fare than well content, agreeing with thy 

wealth ? * 
what better gest, than tmstie friend, in sicknes and in 
health? 

3 What better bed than conscience good,' to passe the night 

with sl6epe ? 
what better worke than daily care fro sinne thy selfe to 
k6epe ? 

4 What better thought, than think on God and daily him to 

seme ? 
What better gift than to the poore that ready be to sterae ? 

5 What greater praise of God and man, than mercie for to 

shew ?* 
who merciles shall mercie finde, that mercie shewes to few ? 

6 What worse despaire, than loth to die for feare to go to 

hell? 
what greater faith than trust in God, through Christ in 
heauen to dwell ? 

' what mirth to godly welth. 1577. * quiet rest. IS77. 

' . . . . than hatred to forsake 
What merciles shall mercy get, that mercy none will take. 1577* 
[1573 M.]. 



A Sonet, 193 

104. 

IT A Sonet to the Ladie Paget. 

[i] OOME pleasures take, Some shew good face, 

^ and cannot giue, and be but poore, 

but onely make yet haue a grace, 

poore thanks their shift : good fame to raise. 
Some meaning well, 

in debt doo Hue, [3] Some owe and giue, 

and cannot tell yet still in det, 

how else to shift. and so must Hue, 

for aught I knowe : 

[zjSome knock and faine Some wish to pay, 

would ope the doore, and cannot get, 

to leame the vaine but night and day 

good tume to praise : still more must owe. 

[4] Euen so must I, for seruice past. 

Still wish you good while life doth last. 



106. 

IF Principall points of Religion. 

1 nnO praie to God continually, 

-L To leame to know him rightfully. 

2 To honour God in Trinitie, 

3 The Trinitie in vnitie. 
The Father in his maiestie. 
The Sonne in his humanitie. 
The holie Ghosts benignitie, 
Three persons, one in Deitie. 

4 To seme him alway holily, 

5 To aske him all thing needfully, 

18 
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6 To praise him in all companie,^ 

7 To loue him alway hartilie,' 

8 To dread him alway dmstianlie,* 

9 To aske him mercie penitently/ 

10 To trust him alway faithftdly, 

1 1 To obey him alway willingly, 

12 To abide him alway patiently, 

1 3 To thanke him alway thankfixlly, 

14 To Hue here alway vertuously, 

15 To vse thy neighbour honestly, 

16 To looke for death still presently, 

17 To heipe the poore in miserie, 

1 8 To hope for heauens felicitie, 

19 To haue faith hope and charitie, 

20 To count this life but vanitie : 
be points of Christianities 



106. 

IF The Authors beleefe. 

God the , fTHHIS is my stedfast Cr^de, my faith, and all my trust, 

-L That in the heauens there is a God, most mightie, 

milde and iust. 
A God aboue all gods, a King aboue all kings. 
The Lord of lords, chiefe gouemour of heauen and 

earthly things. 

2 That power hath of life, of death, of heauen and hell, 
Maker of That all thing made as pleaseth him, so woonderfull to 

tell : 
That made the hanging Skies, so deckt with diners lights, 
Of darknes made the ch^erfull daies, and all our restful! 
nights. 

* alway worthely. 1577. * steadfastlie. 1573 (M.), 1577. 

> fearfuUie. 1573 (M.), 1577. * heartilic. 1573 (ML), 1577. 
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3 That clad this earth with herbe, with tr^es, and sundrie The earth. 

fruites, 
With beast, with bird, both wild and tame, of strange and 

sundrie suites : 
That intermixt the same with mines like veines of Ore, 
Of siluer, golde, of precious stones, and treasures many 

more. 

4 That ioyned brookes to dales, to hilles fresh water springs, t^« watew. 

frost and 

With riuers sw6ete along the m6edes, to profit many things : «nowe. 
That made the hoarie frosts, the flakie snowes so trim. 
The honie deawes, the blustering windes, to seme as 
pleaseth him. 

5 That made the surging seas, in course to ebbe and flo. The teat. 
That skilfull man with sailing ship, mought trauell to 

and fro : 
And stored so the same, for mans vnthankfuU sake. 
That euery nation vnder heauen mought thereby profit take. 

6 That gaue to man a soule, with reason how to Hue, The soni 

of man. 

That doth to him and all things else, his blessing dailie giue : 
That is not s^ene, yet s6eth how man doth runne his race. 
Whose dailie workes both good and bad, stand knowne 
before his face. 

7 That sendeth thundring claps, like terrours out of hell, Thunder 

and plaguet. 

That man may know a God there is, that in the heauens 

doth dwel : 
That sendeth threatning plagues, to k6epe our Hues in awe. 
His benefites if we forget, or do contemne his lawe. 

8 That dailie hateth sinne, and loueth vertue well, ^uU of 

merae. 

And is the God of Abraham, Isac, and Israeli, 

That doth displeasure take, when we his lawes offend. 

And yet amids his heauie wrath, his mercie doth extend. 
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chri«t the g This is that Lord of hostes, the father of vs all, 

Sonne. ^ ' 

The maker of what ere was made, my God on whom I call : 
Which for the loue of man, sent downe his onelie sonne. 
Begot of him before the worldes were any whit begonne. 

Chriftet 10 This entred Maries wombe,AS faith affirmeth sure, 

birth. 

Christ, God Conceiucd by the holy Ghost, borne of that virgine pure ; 
This was both God and man, of Jewes the hoped king. 
And lined here, saue onely sinne, like man in euerie thing. 

Chriit, our 1 1 This is that virgins childe, that same most holie Preist, 

McMias. 

The lamb of God, the prophet great, whom scripture 

calleth Christ, 
This that Messias was, of whom the Prophet spake. 
That should tread down the serpents head and our 

attonement make. 

Chrittes 12 This Judas did betray, to false dissembling Jewes, 

passion. "^ ' ^ '' 

Which vnto Pilat being Judge, did falsely him accuse : 
Who (through that wicked Judge) and of those Jewes 

despight. 
Condemned and tormented was, with all the force they 

might. 

13 To liuing wight more euill, what could such wretches do ? 
More pearcing wounds, more bitter pains, than they did 

put him to ? 
They crowned him with thome, that was the king of kings, 
That sought to saue the soule of man, aboue all worldly 

things. 

Christes 14. This was that Pascall lambe whose loue for vs so stood, 

death. ^ * 

That on the mount of Caluerie,* for vs did shed his blood : 
Where hanging on the Crosse, no shame he did forsake. 
Till death giuen him by pearcing speare, an ende of life 
did make. 

^ Caluerine. 1577. 
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15 This loseph s6eing dead, the bodie thence did craue, buriarT* 
And tooke it forthwith from the crosse, and laid it in his 

graue, 
Downe thence he went to hell, in vsing there his will, Sj^on 
His power ^ I meane, his slained corps in tumb remain- 
ing still. 

16 From death to life againe, the third day this did rise, Chri«te« 

rosurrec- 

And s6ene on earth to his elect, times oft in sundrie wise: ^»on- 
And after into heauen, ascend he did in sight, Chnitcs 

' ^ ascension. 

And sitteth on the right hand there, of God the father of 
might. 

17 Where for vs wretches all, his father he doth pray, 

To haue respect vnto his death, and put our sinnes away : 

From thence with sounded trump, which noise all flesh Chnst shall 

shall dread, ludge. 

He shall retume with glorie againe, to iudge the quicke 

and dead. 

18 Then shall that voice be heard, Come, come, ye good to xheiudges 

. sentence. 

mee, 
Hence, hence to hell you workers euill, where paine shall 

euer b6e : 
This is that louing Christ, whom I my Sauiour call, 
And onely put my trust in him, and in none else at all. 

19 In God the holy Ghost, I firmely do belieue, P^Gh 
Which from the father and the sonne a blessed' life doth 

giue, 
Which by the Prophets spake, which doth all comfort send, 
Which I do trust shall be my guide, when this my life shall 

ende. 

20 A holy catholike Church, on earth I graunt there is, Th* 
And those which frame their Hues by that, shall neuer do' Church. 

amis: 
The head whereof is Christ, his word the chiefest post : 
Preseruer of this temple great, is God the holy Ghost. 

* Kmle. 1577. » proceeding. 1577. ' speede. 1577. 
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The Com- 21 I do not doubt there is a multitude of Saints, 

inunion of 

Saints. More good is don resembling them, than shewing them 

our plaints : 
Their faith and workes in Christ, that glorie them did 

giue, 
Which glorie we shall likewise haue, if likewise we da 

Hue. 

Forgiue- 22 At God of heauen there is, forgiuenesse of our sinnes, 

nesseof » o ' 

sinnet. Through Christes death, through faith in it, and through 

none other ginnes : 
If we repentant here, his mercie dailie craue. 
Through stedfast hope and faith in Christ, forgiuenes we 
shall haue. 

J2dSon**"'^3 I hope and trust vpon the rising of the flesh, 

This corps of mine that first must die, shall rise againe 

afresh : 
The soule and bodie euen then, in one shall ioyned b^e, 
As Christ did rise from death to life, euen so through 
Christ shall w6e. 

uirtin****' 24 As Christ is glorified, and neuer more shall die. 

As Christ ascended into heauen, through Christ euen so 

shall I : 
As Christ I count my head, and I a member of his. 
So God I trust for Christes sake, shall settle me in blis. 

[25] Thus here we leame of God, that there be persons thr^e* 
The Father, Sonne, the holy Ghost, one God in trinit^e, 
In substance all like one, one God, one Lord, one might. 
Whose persons yet we do diuide, and so we may by righti. 

[2 6] As God the Father is the maker of vs all. 

So God the Sonne redeemer is, to whom for helpe we calU 
And God the holy Ghost, the soule of man doth winne, 
By moouing hir to waile for grace, ashamed of hir sinne. 



j 
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[27] This is that God of gods, whom euerie soule should loue, 
Whom all mens hearts should quake for feare his wrath on 

them to moue : 
That this same mightie God, aboue all others chiefe, 
Shall saue my soule from dolefull Hell, is all my whole 

beliefe. 

107. 

Of the omnipotencie of God, 
and debilitie of man. 

1 /\ GOD thou glorious God, what god is like to th6e ? 

^ What life, what strength is like to thine, as al the 

world may see ? 
The heauens, the earth, the seas, and all thy workes therein, 
Do shew (to who thou wouldst to know) what thou hast 
euer bin. 

2 But all the thoughts of man, are bent to wretched euill, 
Man doth commit idolatrie bewitched of the Deuill. 
What euill is left vndone, where man may haue his will, 
Man euer was an hypocrite, and so continues still. 

3 What daily watch is made, the soule of man to slea, ^^ndpS* 
By Lucifer, by Belzabub, Mammon, and Asmodea ? rignile.**** 
In diuelish pride, in wrath, in coueting too much, 

In fleshly lust the time is spent, the life of man is such. 

^ The ioy that man hath here, is as a sparke of fier. 
His acts be like the smoldring smoke, himselfe like dirt 

and mier. 
His strength euen as a r^ede, his age much like a flower, 
His breth or life is but a puffe, vncertaine euerie hower. 

5 But for the holy Ghost, and for his giftes of grace. 
The death of Christ, thy mercie great, man were in wofull 

case. 
O graunt us therefore Lord, to amend that is amisse. 
And when from hence we do depart, to rest with thee in 
blisse. 
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108. 

Eleemosyna prodest homini in vita, in 
morte, & post mortem. 

Out of S. Augustine. 

d^edlr* ['] T?^^ ^°®^y ^^^® *^ ^^^' ™^^® Christian like to Hue, 

•L And for a zeale to helpe the poore, thine almes daily 

giue. 
Let gift no glorie looke, nor euill possesse thy minde : 
And for a truth these profites thr6e, through almes shall 

thou finde. 

[2] I First here the holy Ghost shall daily through his grace, 
Prouoke th6e to repentant life, Gods mercie to embrace. 

2 Of goods and friends (by death) when thou thy leaue 

must take, 
Thine almes d6edes shall claspe thy soule, and neuer it 

forsake. 

[3] 3 When God shall after death, call soone for thine ac- 
count, 
thine alms then through faith in Christ, shal al things 

els surmount. 
But yet for any d^ede, put thou no trust therein, 
but put thy trust in God (through Christ) to pardon th^e 
thy sin. 

[4] For else as cackling hen with noise bewraies hir nest, 
Eoen so go thou and blaze thy d^eds, and lose thou all 
the rest. 
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109. 

Malus homo, out of S. Augustine. 

OF naughtie man, I read, two sundrie things are ment, 
The ton is man, the other naught, which ought him to 
repent. 
The man we ought to loue, bicause of much therein, 
The euill in him we ought to hate, euen as a filthie sin. 
So doth thy daily sinnes the heauenly Lord offend. 
But when thou dost repent the same, his wrath is at an end. 



110. 

Of two sorts of men, the tone good, and 
tother bad, out of S. Augustine. 

SINCE first the world began, there was and shall be still, 
Of humane kind two sundrie sorts, thon good and 
thother ill : 
Which till the iudgement day, shall here togither dwell, 
But then the good shall vp to heauen, the bad shall downe to 
hell. 

Diabolo cum resistitur, est vt formica : Cum 
verb eius suggestio recipitur ,fortis est vt leo. 

Out of S. Augustine. 

Wi£N Sathan we resist, a Pismier shall he be. 
But when we s6eme to giue him place, a Lion then is he. 
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IIL 

% Eight ofS. Bamards verses, both in Latine 
and English with one note to 

them both} 



1 r^UR mundus miliiat^ sub vana gloria^ 

Cuius prvsperitaSf est transitoria ? 
Tarn aid iabi/ur, etus fiofen/ia, 
Qudm vasa figuli^ qua sunt fragUia ? 

1 Why' so tnumphes the world, in pompe and glorie vaine, 
Whose state so happie thought, so fickle* doth remaine ? 
Whose brauerie slipprie stands, and dotb so soone decaie, 
As doth the potters pan, compact of brittle claie ? 

2 Plus crede littris^ scriptis in glacie^ 
Qudm mundi/ragilis, vamB fallacia^ 
Fallax in pramijs^ virtutis specie^ 
Qua nunquam hahuit tempus fiducia. 

2 More credite s6e thou giue, to letters wrote in ise, 
Than vnto vaine deceits, of brittle worlds deuise. 
In gifts to vertue due, beguiling many one. 

Yet those same neuer haue long time to hope vpon. 

3 Magis credendum est, viris fallacihus, 
Qudm mundi miseris prosperitatibus, 
Falsis insanijs et volupiatibus^ 
Falsis quoque studijs et vanitatibus, 

3 To false dissembling men more trust is to be had. 
Than to the prosperous state of wretched world so bad : 
What with voluptuousnes, and other maddish toies. 
False studies won with paine, false vanities and ioies. 

* "These eight verses of St. Bernard seem to have been ^extremely 
popular at one period. ... In the ' Paradise of Dainty Devices,' first 
printed in 1576, we find translations of the same words *' (Mason). 

* Who. 1577. * unsteady. 1577. 
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4 Die vhi Salomony olim tam nobilis ? 
Vel vbi Samson est^ dux invtncibtlis ? 
Vel dulcis lonathas^ mulliim amabtlis ? 
Vel pulcher Absolon, vuliu mirabilts ? 

4 Tell where is Salomotiy that once so noble was ? 

Or where now Samson is, in strength whome none could pas ? 
Or woorthie lonathas^ that prince so louely bold ? 
Or faier Absolon^ so goodlie to behold ? 

5 Qu6 CeBsar abijif eelsus imperio ? 

Vel Diues splendidus, totus in prandio ? 
Die vbi TulliuSf elarus eloquio i 
Vel Aris/o/eUs, summus ingenio f 

5 Shew whither is Cesar gone, which conquered far and n^ere? 
Or that rich famous Carle, so giuen to bellie ch^re : 
Shew where is Tullie now, for eloquence so fit ? 

Or Arisloleles, of such a pregnant wit ? 

6 O esca vermium I 6 massa pulueris ! 
O ros I 6 vanitas I eHr sic extolleris, 
IgTwras peniiUs vlr&m eras vixen's, 
Fac bonum omnibus, qudm diu poieris. 

6 thou fit bait for wormes I O thou great heape of dust ! 
dew^ I O vanitie ! why so extolst thy lust ? 

Thou therefore ignorant, what time thou hast to Hue, 
Doe good to erie man, while here thou hast to giue. 

7 Qudm breue festum est, hcu mundi gloria ? 
Vt umbra hominis, sic eius gaudia. 

Qua semper sublrahit, atema prcemia, 
El ducunl hominem, ad dura deuia, 

7 How short a feast (to count) is this same worlds renowne ? 
Such as mens shadowes be, such ioies it brings to towne. 
Which alway plucketh vs from Gods etemall blis : 
And le^eth man to hell, a iust reward of his. 
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S. Bamards verses. 



8 H(BC mundi gloridy qucB magni pendiiur, 
Sacris in Uteris y flosfoeni dicitur^ 
Vt leuefoliuMj quod venio rapitur^ 
Sic viia hominuniy hac vita tollitur 

8 The brauerie of this world, esteemed here so much, 
In Scripture likened is, to flowre of grasse and such : 
Like as the leafe so light, through winde abrode is blowne, 
So life in this our life, full soone is ouerthrowne.^ 



112. 



IT Of the Authors linked Verses departing 
from Court to the Country.' 



1 Muse not my friend to finde me here, 
Contented with this meane estate : 
And s^me to doo with willing ch^e, 
That courtier doth so deadly hate. 

2 And yet of force, to leame anew. 
Would much abash the dulled braine : 
I craue to iudge if this be trew, 

The truant child that knowth the paine. 

3 No, no, God wot, to disagr^ 
Is ventring all to make or mar : 
If fortune frowne we dailie s^ 
It is not best to striue too fiau*. 

4 From daintie Court to countrie fare, 
Too daintie fed is diet strange : 
From cities ioy, to countrie care, 
To skillesse folke is homelie change. 







For fortunes looke. 
Hath changed hew : 
And I my booke, 
Most leame anew. 

But where a spight. 
Of force must bee : 
What is that wight, 
May disagree? 

For lordlie bent. 
Must leame to spare : 
And be content 
With countrie fare. 

Where n^ede yet can. 
None other skill : 
Somtime poore man 
Must breake his will 



* . . . . which wind abrod doth blowe, 

So doth this worldly life, the life of man bestow. 1577. 

* "In Ae edition 0/1573 this piece is entitled *0f the Author's de- 
parting from the Court to the Country,* and the verses are printed cod- 
fectttively— four long lines and then four short lines." — M. So, in 1577. 
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5 If coartlie change so breaketh will \ l^^ ^o^xi with cart 
That coimtrie life must serue the tume : f 1 Must be content. 
What profit then in striuing still, i j What ease to hart, 
Against the prick to s^eme to spume ? ) \ Though mind repent ? 

6 What gaine I though I doo repent, \ /As uMa doth make 
My crotches ^ all are broke and gon : r j Old age to trot : 
My woonted friends are careles bent, I ) ^^ rayrsX. I take, 
They feare no chance I chance vpon. J ^ In woorth my lot. 

7 Now if I take in woorth my lot, A / Behold the horse 
That fiitall chance doth force me to, f j Must trudge for pelfe, 
If ye be friends embraid' me not, 1 j And yet of forse, 
But Yse a friend as friends should da J I Content it selfe. 



113. 

The Authors life.3 

1 I^OW gentle friend, if thou be kinde, Epodium. 
•^ Disdaine thou not, although the lot 

Will now with me no better be, 

than doth appere : 
Nor let it grieue, that thus I Hue, 
But rather gesse, for quietnesse, 
As others do, so do I to, 

content me here. 

2 By leaue and loue, of God aboue, 
I minde to shew, in verses few. 

How through the breers, my youthfull yeeres, 

haue runne their race : 
And further say, why thus I stay. 
And minde to Hue, as Bee in hiue, 
Full bent to spend my life to an end, 

in this same place/ 

' chrotches. 1577. ' upbraid. 1614. 

> First added to the 1573 edition. — M. 

* " The author means London ; but though it is believed he died there, 
it is erident from the sequel, that he left it on account of the plague. '* — M. 
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Borne at 
Rioenhall 
in Essex. 



Set to song 
schoole. 



3 It came to pas, that borne I was 
Of linage good, of gentle blood, 
In Essex laier, in village faier, 

that Riuenhall hight : 
Which village lide by Banketree side. 
There spend did I mine infancie. 
There then my name, in honest fame, 

remaind in sight. 

4 I yet but yong, no speech of tong. 
Nor teares withall, that often fall 

From mothers eies, when childe out cries, 

to part hir fro : 
Could pitie make, good father take. 
But out I must, to song be thrust. 
Say what I would, do what I could, 

his minde was so. 



Qneristera 
miserie. 



Wallingford 
CoUedge. 



5 O painfull time, for euerie crime, 
What toesed eares, like baited beares ! 
What bobbed lips, what ierks, what nips ! 

what hellish toies I 
What robes, how bare I what colledge fare ! 
What bread, how stale ! what pennie Ale ! 
Then Wallingford, how wart thou abhord 

of sillie boies I 



Singing 
mens com- 



6 Thence for my voice, I must (no choice) 
Away of forse, like posting horse. 
For sundrie men, had plagards then, 

such childe to take : 
The better brest,' the lesser rest, 
To seme the Queere, now there now heere. 
For time so spent, I may repent, 

and sorrow make. 



1 Cf. Shakespere's TweUUi Night, u. 3. 
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7 But marke the chance, my self to vance, 
By friendships lot, to Paules I got, 
So found I grace, a certaine space, 

still to remaine: 
With Redford there, the like no where. 
For cunning such, and vertue much. 
By whom some part of Musicke art, 

so did I gaine. 

8 From Paules I went, to Eaton sent, 
To learn streight waies, the latin phraies, 
Where fiftie three stripes giuen to mee, 

at once I had : 
For fault but small, or none at all. 
It came to pas, thus beat I was. 
See Udall see, the mercie of thee, 

to me poore lad. 

9 From London hence, to Cambridge thence, 
With thanks to thee, O Trinitee, 
That to thy hall, so passing all,^ 

I got at last : 
There ioy I felt, there trim I dwelt. 
There heauen from hell, I shifted well, 
With learned men, a number then, 

the time I past. 

10 Long sicknes had, then was I glad 
To leaue my booke, to proue and looke, 
In Court what gaine, by taking paine, 

mought well be found : 
Lord Paget than, that noble man. 
Whose soule I trust is with the iust. 
That same was hee enriched mee, 

with many a pound. 

* "Till it was repaired, between 1740 and 1750, it is said to have been 
bat a poor-looking place ; and which is reported to have been characterized 
by Dr. Mar, the Vice-Chancellor, when speaking of it to the King of 
Denmark^ as U pdit cotgne, " — M. 



lohn Red- 
ford an 
excellent 
Musician 
organist of 
t.Paurt. 
M.] 



g 



Nicholas 
Vdall 
school- 
master at 
Eaton. 



Trinitie hall 
in Cam- 
bridge. 



Quartan 
ague. 



LordPaset 
good to nis 
seruants. 
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The Authors life. 



The hope we 
hane of the 
dead. 



1 1 When* this betide, good parents dide. 
One after one, till both were gone, 
Whose petigree, who list may see, 

in Harolds Booke : 
Whose soules in blis be long ere this, 
For hope we must, as God is iust, 
So here that craue shall mercie haue, 
that mercie looke. 



The vices of 
the Court. 



The Court 
commended. 



12 By Court I spide, and ten yeres tride 
That Cards and Dice, with Venus vice, 
And peeuish pride, from vertue wide, 

with some so wraught : 
That Tibume play made them away, 
Or beggers state as euill to hate. 
By such like euils, I saw such dreuils, 

to come to naught. 

13 Yet is it not to be forgot. 

In Court that some to worship come, 
And some in time to honour clime, 

and speede full well : 
Some haue such gift, that trim they shift. 
Some profite make, by paines they take. 
In perill much, though oft are such, 

in Court that dwell. 



Theno- 
btlitie at 
variance in 
Edward the 
6 dales. 

Katewade. 



14 When court gan frowne and strife in towne, 
And lords and knights, saw heauie sights. 
Then tooke I wife, and led my life 

in Suffolke soile. 
There was I faine my selfe to traine, 
To leame too long the fermers song. 
For hope of pelfe, like worldly elfe, 

to moile and toile. 



1 WhUc 1577. 
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15 As in this booke, who list to looke. 
Of husbandrie, and huswiferie, 
There may he finde more of my minde, 

concerning this : 
To carke^ and care, and euer bare, 
With losse and paine, to little gaine, 
All this to haue, to cram sir knaue, 

what life it is. 



At Kate- 
wade in 
Saffolkethit 
booke first 
deoited. 



1 6 When wife could not, through sicknes got. 
More toile abide, so nigh Sea side. 
Then thought I best, from toile to rest, 

and Ipswich trie : 
A towne of price, like paradice, 
For quiet then, and honest men. 
There was I glad, much friendship had, 

a time to lie. 

17 There left good wife this present life, 
And there left I, house charges lie. 
For glad was he, mought send for me, 

good lucke so stood : 
. In Suffolke there, were euerie where, 
£uen of the best, besides the rest. 
That neuer did their friendship hid, 

to doo me good. 

18 O Suflfolke thow, content thee now, 
That hadst the praies in those same daies. 
For Squiers and Knights, that well delights 

good house to keepe : 
For Norfolke wiles, so full of giles, 
Haue caught my toe, by wiuing so. 
That out to thee, I see for mee, 

no waie to creepe. 



Ipiwich 
commended. 



The deth of 
his first 
wife. 



Newe 
maried in 
Norfolk. 



» carp. 1573. 
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Mistres 

Amie 

Moone. 



The charges 
following a 
yoong wife. 



19 For lo, through gile, what haps the while. 
Through Venus toies, in hope of ioies, 

I chanced soone to find a Moone,^ 

of cheerfull hew : 
Which well a fine me thought did shine. 
Did neuer change, a thing most strange. 
Yet kept in sight, hir course aright, 

and compas trew. 

20 Behold of truth, with wife in youth. 
For ioie at large, what daily charge. 
Through childrens hap, what opened gap, 

to more begun. 
The childe at nurse, to rob the purse. 
The same to wed, to trouble hed. 
For pleasure rare, such endlesse care, 

hath husband wun. 



WettDiram 
Abbie. 



Land-Iordes 
at variance. 



2 1 Then did I dwell in Diram sell, 
A place for wood, that trimlie stood. 
With flesh and fish, as heart would wish : 

but when I spide 
That Lord with Lord could not accord, 
But now pound he, and now pound we, 
Then left I all, bicause such brail, 
I list not bide. 



Sir Richarde 
Soothwell. 



22 O Soothwell, what meanst thou by that, 
Thou worthie wight, thou famous knight, 
So me to craue, and to thy graue, 

go by and by ? 
O death thou fo, why didst thou so 
Ungently treat that lewell great. 
Which opte his doore to rich and poore, 
so bounteously ? 



^ His second wife. 
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23 There thus bestad, when leaue I had. 
By death of him, to sinke or swim, 
And rauens I saw togither draw, 

in such a sort : 
Then waies I saught, by wisdome taught, 
To beare low saile, least stock should quaile. 
Till ship mought finde, with prosperous winde, 

some safer port. 



Hit vij 
executors. 



24 At length by vew, to shore I drew. 

Discharging straight both ship and fraight, 
At Norwich fine, for me and mine, 

a citie trim : 
Where strangers wel may seeme to dwel. 
That pitch and pay, or keepe their day. 
But who that want, shall find it scant 
so good for him. 



Norwicb 
Citie. 



Norwich 
qualities. 



25 But Salisburie how were kept my vow. 
If praise from thee were kept by mee. 
Thou gentle deane, mine onely meane, 

there then to Hue ? 
Though churles such some to craue can come, 
And pray once got, regard thee not. 
Yet Hue or die, so will not I, 
example giue. 



Maister 
Salisburie 
deane of 
Norwich. 



26 When learned men could there nor then, 
Deuise to swage the stormie rage, 
Nor yet the furie of my dissurie, 

that long I had : 
From Norwich aire, in great despaire. 
Away to flie, or else to die, 
To seeke more helth, to seeke more welth, 
then was I glad. 



In 138 
houres I 
neuer made 
drop of 
water. 
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Faientad 
parsonage 



27 From thence so sent, away I went. 
With sicknes wome, as one forlome, 
To house my hed, at Faiersted, 

where whiles I dwelt : 
The tithing life, the tithing strife. 
Through tithing ill, of Jacke and Gill, 
The dailie paies, the mierie waies, 
too long I felt. 



Lease for 
parsons life. 



28 When charges grew, still new and new. 
And that I spide, if parson dide, 
(All hope in vaine) to hope for gaine, 

I might go daunce : 
Once rid my hand of parsonage land. 
Thence by and by, away went I, 
To London streight, to hope and waight, 

for better chaunce. 



London 
commended. 



29 Well London well, that bearst the bell 
Of praise about, England throughout, 
And dost in deede, to such as neede, 

much kindnes shew : 
Who that with thee can hardly agree. 
Nor can well prais thy friendly wais. 
Shall friendship find, to please his mind, 
in places few. 



Vnthrifts 
order. 



30 As for such mates, as vertue hates, 
Or he or thay, that go so gay, 
That needes he must take all of trust, 

for him and his : 
Though such for wo by Lothburie go. 
For being spide about Cheapeside, 
Least Mercers bookes for monie lookes, 
small matter it is. 
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31 When gaines was gon, and yeres grew on. 
And death did crie, from London flie, 

In Cambridge then, I found agen, 

a resting plot : 
In CoUedge best of all the rest, 
With thanks to thee, O Trinitee,* 
Through thee and thine, for me and mine, 

some stay I got. 

32 Since hap haps so, let toiling go. 

Let seruing paines yeeld forth hir gaines, 
Let courtly giftes, with wedding shiftes, 

helpe now to Hue : 
Let Musicke win, let stocke come in. 
Let wisedome kerue, let reason seme. 
For here I craue such end to haue, 

as God shall giue. 

33 Thus friends, by me perceiue may ye. 
That gentrie standes, not all by landes. 
Nor all so feft, or plentie left 

by parents gift : 
But now and then, of gentlemen, 
The yonger sonne is driuen to ronne. 
And glad to seeke from creeke to creeke, 

to come by thrift. 

34 And more by this, to conster is, 
In world is set, ynough to get. 

But where and whan, that scarsely can, 

the wisest tell : 
By learning some to riches come. 
By ship and plough some get ynough, 
And some so wiue that trim they thriue, 

and speede full well. 



The plane 
at London 

[x574f I5751' 



Trinitie 
College in 
CamMidge. 



Youth m 
spent makes 
age repent* 



A lesson for 

Jonger 
rotners. 



A tnie 
lesson. 



^ Founded in 1546. 



214 



The Authors life. 



Hardnetin 
youth not 
the worst. 



Coddngof 
jronth not 
the best. 



Not pride in 
youth, but 
welth in age 
needfiall. 



35 To this before, adde one thing more. 

Youth hardnes taught, with knowledge wraught, 
Most apt do prooue, to shift and shooue, 

among the best : 
Where cocking Dads make sawsie lads. 
In youth so rage, to beg in age. 
Or else to fetch a Tiboume stretch, 

among the rest. 

36 Not rampish toie, of girle and boie, 
Nor garment trim, of hir or him. 
In childhoode spent, to fond intent, 

good end doth frame : 
If marke we shall, the summe of all, 
The end it is, that noted is. 
Which if it bide, with vertue tride, 

deserueth fame. 



Man doth 
labour and 
God doth 
bletse. 



37 When all is done, leme this my sonne. 
Not friend, nor skill, nor wit at will. 
Nor ship nor clod, but onelie God, 

doth all in all : 
Man taketh paine, God giueth gaine, 
Man doth his best, God doth the rest, 
Man well intendes, God foizon sendes, 
else want he shall. 



A contented 
minde ia 
worth all. 



38 Some seeke for welth, I seeke my helth, 
Some seeke to please, I seeke mine ease, 
Some seeke to saue, I seeke to haue 

to Hue vpright : 
More than to ride, with pompe and pride. 
Or for to iet,* in others det, 
Such is my skill, and shall be still, 

for any wight. 



* set 1573. 
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39 Too fond were I, here thus to lie, 
Unles that welth mought further helth, 
And profit some should thereby come, 

to helpe withall : 
This causeth mee well pleasde to bee. 
Such drift to make, such life to take, 
Enforsing minde remorse to finde, 

as neede neede shall. 

40 Friend, al thing waid, that here is said, H^piediat 
And being got, that paies the shot, d?^e^ 
Me thinke of right haue leaue I might, 

(death drawing neere :) 
To seeke some waies, my God to praies. 
And mercy craue, in time to haue. 
And for the rest, what he thinkes best, 

to suffer heere. 

FINIS. 

[Of edition of 1580^ but see over.] 



2i6 Of Fortune. 



[1140 

The fonowing poem is not to be fotmd after the edition of 1573 and its 

reprint of 1577. — M. 



Fortuna nan est semper arnica, 
Superbiam igitur semper devita. 

1 Though Fortune smiles, and fawnes vpon thy side, 

Thyself extol for that no whit the more ; 
Though Fortune frownes and wresteth al thing wide, 

Let fancy stay, keepe courage still in store ; 

For chance may change as chance hath don before : 
Thus shalt thou holde more safe then honour got. 
Or lose the losse,^ though Fortune will or not. 

2 Thy friend at this shall dayly comfort haue. 

When warely thus, thou bearest thy selfe vpright, 
Thy foes at this shall gladly friendship craue. 

When hope so small is left to wrecke their spight. 
For lowly liefe withstandeth enuy quight : 
As floeting ship, by bearing sayl alowe, 
Withstandeth stormes when boistrous winds do blowe. 

3 Thy vsage thus in time shall win the gole. 

Though doughtful haps, dame fortune sendes betweene, 
And thou shalt see thine enemies blow the cole. 
To ease thine hart much more then thou dost weene, 
Ye though a change most strangely should be seene, 
Yet friend at neede shall secret friendship make. 
When foe in deede shal want his part to take. 

^ lesse. M. 
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A Table of the points of Huswiferie 
mentioned in this Booke. 



rPHE Authors Epistle to the Ladie 

■*• Paget. 

The Authors Epistle to the Reader. 
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\ To the right honorable and my spectall good lord 
and maister, the lord Paget, Lord priuie seale. 

^ The trouth doth teache, that tyme must serae. 

jjj (How euer man, doth blase hys mynde) 

Q (Of thynges most lyke, to thryue or sterue :) 

^ Much apt to iudge, is often blynde. 

>. And therfore, tyme it doth behoofe : 

w Shall make of trouth, a perfit proofe. 

^ Take you my lord, and mayster than, 
q (Unlesse mischaunce mischaunseth me :) 
CO Such homely gy^^ of your own man, 
w Synce more in court, I may not be : 

and let your praise, wonne here tofore, 

Remayne abrode, for euermore. 

^ My seruyng you, thus vnderstande, 

► And god his helpe, and yours withall : 

o Dyd cause good lucke, to take myne hande 

^ Erecting one, most lyke to fall : 

g; My seruing you, I know it was, 

H Enforced this, to come to passe. 

So synce I was, at Cambridge tought. 

Of court ten yeres, I made a say ; 

No musike than, was left vnsought, 

A care I had, to seme that way, 

My ioye gan slake, then made I chaunge, 

Expulsed myrth, for musike straunge. 

My musike synce, hath been the plough. 
Entangled with, some care among : 
The gayn not great, the payn enough. 
Hath made me syng, another song. 
And if I may, my song auowe ; 
No man I craue, to iudge but you. 

% Your seruant, 
Thomas Tusser. 
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9. When haraest is done, all thing placed and set, 
for saultfishe and herring, then laie for to get : 
The byeng of them, comming first vnto rode, 
shal pay for thy charges, thou spendest abrode. 

1 0. Thy saultfishe well chosen, not burnt at the stone, 
or diye them thyselfe, (hauing skill is a lone :) 
Brought salfe to thy house, would be packed vp drie, 
with pease strawe betweene, least it rot as it lie. 

1 1 . Or euer thou ride, with thy seruauntes compound, 
to carry thy muckhilles, on thy barley ground : 
One aker wel compast, is worth akers three, 

at haruest, thy bame shall declare it to thee. 

12. This good shalt thou leame, with thy riding about, 
the prises of thinges, all the yere thoroughout : 
And what time is best, for to sell that thou haue, 
and how for to bye, to be likely to saue. 

13. For bying and selling, doth wonderfull well, 
to him that hath wit, how to by and to sell : 

But chopping and chaungeing, may make such a breck, 
that gone is thy winninges, for sauing thy neck. 

14. The riche man, his bargaines are neuer vnsought, 
the seller will fynde him, he nede not take thought : 
But herein consisteth, a part of our text, 

who byeth at first hand, and who at the next 

15. He byeth at first hand, that ventreth his golde, 
he byeth at second, that dare not be bolde : 

He byeth at third hand, that nedes borrow must, 
who byeth of him, than shall pay for his lust. 

16. When euer thou bargain, for better or wurse, 
let alway one bargain, remain in thy purse : 
Good credit doth well, but good credit to kepe, 
is pay and dispatche him, or euer thou slepe. 

17. Be mindeful abrode, of thy Mighelmas spring, 
for theron dependeth, a marueilous thing : 

Whe« gentiles vse walking, with hawkes on their handes, 
Good husbandes, with grasing doe purchase their landes. 
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26. The mone in the wane, gather fruit on the tree, 
the riper, the better for graflfe and for thee. 
But michers, that loue not to bie nor to craue : 
make some gather sooner, els fewe should they haue. 

27. Or winter doe come, while the weather is good : 

for gutting thy grounde, get the home with thy wood. 
Set bauen alone, lay the bowghes from the blockes : 
the drier, the les maidens dablith their dockes. 

28. For rooting thy grounde, ring thy hogges thou hast nede : 
the better thou ring them, the better they fede. 

Most times with their elders, the yong ones kepe best : 
then yoke well the great knaues, and fauour the rest. 

29. But yoke not thy swine, while thine akome time last: 
for diuers misfortunes, that happen to fast. 

Or if thou loue eared, and vnmaimed hogges : 
giue eie to thy neighbour, and eare to his dogges. 

30. Get vp with thy barley lande, dry as thou can : 
at March (as thou layest it) so loke for it than. 
Get euer before hande, drag neuer behinde : 
least winter beclip thee, and breake of thy minde. 

3 1 . At Hallowmas, slaughter time sone commeth in : 
and than doth the husbande mans feasting begin. 
From that time, to Candlemas weekely kill some : 
their offal for household, the better shal come. 

32. All soules that be thursty, bid threshe out for mawlt : 
well handled and tended, or els thou dost nawlt. 
Thencrease of one strike is a pek for thy store : 

the maker is bad els, or pilfreth the more. 

33. For Easter, at Martilmas hange vp a biefe : 

for pease fed and stall fed, play pickpurse the thiefe. 
With that and fat bakon, till grasse biefe come in : 
thy folke shall loke cherely, when others loke thin. 

34. Set gardeine beanes, after saint Edmonde the king : 
the Moone in the wane, theron hangeth a thing. 
Thencrease of one gallonde, well proued of some : 
shall pleasure thy householde, ere peskod time come. 
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35. Except thou take good hede, when first they apere, 
the Crowes will be halfe, grow they neuer so nere. 
Thinges sowne, set or graft, in good memory haue : 
from beast, birde and weather to cherishe and saue. 

^ Decembtt. 

36. Abrode for the raine, when thou canst do no good ; 
then go let thy flayles, as the threshers were wood. 
Beware they threshe clene, though the lesser they yame : 
and if thou wilt thriue, loke thy selfe to thy bame. 

37. If bame rome will seme, lay thy stoouer vp drye 
and eche kinde of strawe, by hitselfe let it lie. 

Thy chaffe, housed sweete, kept from pullein and dust : 
, shall serue well thy horses, when labour they must. 

38. When pasture is gone, and the fildes mier and weate : 
then stable thy plough horse, and there giue them meate. 
The better thou vse them, in place where they stande : 
more strength shall they haue, for to breake vp thy lande. 

39. Giue cattell their fodder, the plot drie and warme : 
and count them, for miring or other like harme. 
Trust neuer to boyes, if thou trust well to spede : 
be serued with those, that may helpe at a nede. 

40. Serue first out thy rie strawe, then wheate & then pease, 
then otestrawe then barley, then hay if you please. 

But serue them with haye, while thy straw stoouer last, 
they loue no more strawe, they had rather to fast. 

41. Kepe neuer such seruantes, as doth thee no good, 
for making thy heare, growing thorrough thy hood. 
For nestling of verlettes, of brothels and hoores : 
make many a rich man, to shet vp his doores. 

^ Cgn0tma0f 

42. Get luye and hull, woman deck vp thyne house : 

and take this same brawne, for to seeth and to souse. 
Prouide vs good chere, for thou knowst the old guise : 
olde customes^ that good be, let no man dispise. 

16 
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43. At Christmas be mery, and thanke god of all : 

and feast thy pore neighbours, the great with the small, 
yea al the yere long, haue an eie to the poore : 
and god shall sende luck, to kepe open thy doore. 

44. Good fruite and good plenty, doth well in thy loft : 
then lay for an orcharde, and cherishe it oft. 

The profet is mickell, the pleasure is mutch ; 
at pleasure with profet, few wise men will grutch. 

45. For plantes and for stockes, lay afore hand to cast : 
but set or remoue them, while twelue tide doe last. 
Set one from another, full twenty fote square : 

the better and greater, they yerely will bare. 

% Bfanuarp^ 

46. When Christmas is done, kepe not Christmas time still : 
be mindefull of rering, and loth for to kill. 

For then, what thou rerist thou nede not to dout : 
will double thy gaine, ere the yere come about. . 

47. Be gredy to spende all, and careles to saue : 
and shortly be nedy, and redy to craue. 

be wilfull to kill, and vnskilfull to store : 

and sone giue vp houskeping, longe any more. 

48. Thy calues then, that come betwene new yere and lent : 
saue gladly for store, lest thou after repent. 

For all thing at that time, that colde feleth some : 
shall better beare colde, when the next winter come. 

49. Weane no time thy calfe, vnder xl daies olde : 
and lay for to saue it, as thou sauest golde. 

yet calues that doe fal, betwene change and the prime : 
pas seldome to rere them, but kill tl^em in time. 

50. For stores of thy swine, be thou carefull betwix : 
of one sow at one time, rere seldome past six. 
The fewe that she kepe, much the better shal bee : 
of all thing, one good is worth steruelinges three. 

51. Geld vnder the dame, within fomight at least : 
and saue both thy money, and life of the beast. 
But gelde with the gelder, as many one doe : 
and of halfe a dosen, go geld away two. 
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52. Thy coltes for the sadle, geld yong to be light : 
for cart doe not so, if thou iudgest a right. 
Nor geld not, but when they be lusty and fat : 
for there is a point, to be learned in that 

53. Geld marefoles, but titts ere and nine dayes of age : 
they die els of gelding, some gelders wil gage. 
But marefoles, both likely of bulke and of bone : 
kepe such to bring coltes, let their gelding alone. 

54. For gaining a trifle, sell neuer thy store : 

for chaunsing on worse, then thine owne were before. 
More larger of body, the better for brede : 
more forward of growing, the better they spede. 

55. Thy sowes, great with fare, that come best for to rere : 
loke dayly thou seest them, and count them full dere. 
For that time, the losse of one fare of thy sowe : 

is greater, then losse of two calues of thy kowe. 

56. A kow good of milk, big of bulke, hayle and sounde, 
is yerely for profet, as good as a pounde. 

And yet, by the yere haue I proued ere now : 
as good to the purse, is a sow as a kow. 

57. Kepe one and kepe both, so thou maist if thou wilt : 
then all shall be saued, and nothing be spilt. 

Kepe two bease, and one sow, and Hue at thine ease : 
and no time for nede, bye thy meate but thou please. 

58. Who both by his calues, and his lambes will be knowne : 
may well kill a neate, and a shepe of his owne. 

And he, that will rere vp a pig in his house : 
shall eate sweter bakon, and cheaper fed sowse. 

59. But eate vp thy veale, pig and lambe being froth : 
and twise in a weeke, go to bed without broth. 
As that man that pas not, but sell away sell : 
shall neuer kepe good house, where euer he dwell. 

60. Spende none but thyne owne, howsoeuer thou spende : 
nor haft not to god ward, for that he doth sende. 
Tythe truly for al thing, let pas of the rest : 

the iust man, his dealinges god prospereth best. 
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\ 

6 1. In January, husbandes that powcheth the grotes : 
will breake vp their lay, or be sowing of otes. 
Sow Jauiuer Otes, and lay them by thy wheate ; 
in May, bye thy hay for thy cattel to eate. 

62. In Feuerell, rest not for taking thine ease : 

get into the grounde with thy beanes, and thy pease. 
Sow peason betimes, and betimes they will come : 
the sooner, the better they fill vp a rome. 

63. In euery grene, where the fence is not thine : 

the thomes stub out cleane, that the grasse may be fine. 
Thy neighbours wil borow, els hack them beliue : 
so neither thy grasse, nor the bushes shall thriue. 

64. Thy seruant, in walking thy pastures aboute : 

for yokes, forkes and rakes, let him loke to finde oute. 

And after at leyser let this be his hier : 

to trimme them and make them at home by the fier. 

65. When frostes will not suffer to ditche nor to hedge : 
then get the an heate, with thy betill and wedge. 

A blocke at the harthe, cowched close for thy life : 
shall helpe to saue fier bote, and please well thy wife. 

66. Then lop for thy fewel, the powlinges well growen : 
that hindreth the come, or the grasse to be mowen. 
In lopping, and cropping, saue Edder and stake 
thyne hedges, where nede is to mende or to make. 

67. No stick, nor no stone, leaue vnpicked vp clene : 
for hurting thy sieth, or for harming thy grene. 
For sauing of al thing, get home with the rest, 
the snow frozen hardest, thy cart may goe best. 

68. Spare meddowes at shroftide, spare marshes at pask^ • 
for feare of a drougth, neuer longer time aske. 

Then hedge them, and ditche them, bestow thereon p^^^^cc 
for meddow and come, craueth euer good fence. 

69. And alway, let this be a part of thy care : 

for shift of good pasture, lay pasture to spare. 

Then seauer thy groundes, and so keping them still ^ 

finde cattel at ease, and haue pasture at will. 
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[72f] Where some of a kowe, maketh yerely a pounde : 

these huswiues crye creake, for their voice will not sounde. 
The seruauntes, suspecting their dame lye in waighte : 
with one thing or other, they tnidge away straight. 

[72g] Then neighbour (for gods sake) if any such bee ; 
if you know a good seruant, waine her to mee. 
Smch maister, suche man, and such mistres suche mayde : 
such husbandes and huswiues, suche houses araide. 

[72h] For flax and for hemp, for to haue of her owne : 
the wife must in May, take good hede it be sowne. 
And trimme it, and kepe it to seme at a nede : 
the femble to spin, and the karle for her sede. 

[72i] Good husbandes, abrode seketh al well to haue : 
good huswiues, at home seketh al well to saue. 
Thus hauing and sauing, in place where they meete : 
make profit with pleasure, suche couples to greete. 

IF flpap* 

73. Both Philip and Jacob, bid put of thy lammes: 
that thinkest to haue any milke of their dammes. 
But Lammas aduiseth thee, milke not to long : 
for hardnes make pouerty, skabbed among. 

74. To milke and to folde them, is much to require : 
except thou haue pasture, to .fill their desire. 

But nightes being shorte, and such hede thou mayst take : 
not hurting their bodies, much profit to make. 

75. Milke six ewes, for one kowe, well chosen therefore : 
and double thy dayrie, els trust me no more. 

And yet may good huswiues, that knoweth the skill : 
haue mixt or vnmixt, at their pleasure and will. 

76. For gredy of gaine, ouerlay not thy grownde : 
and then shall thy cattell, be lusty and sownde. 

But pinche them of pasture, while sommer time last : 
and plucke at their tailes, ere & winter be past. 

77. Pinche weannels at no time, of water nor meate : 
if euer thou hope to have them good neate. 

In sommer at al times, in winter in frost : 
if cattell lacke drinke, they be vtterly lost. 
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87. Pronide of thine owne, to hane all thing at hande : 
els worke and the workman, shall oftentimes stande. 
Lone seldome to borow, that thinkest to sane ; 
who lendeth the one, will loke two thinges to hane. 

88. Good hnsbandes that laje, to sane all thing upright : 
for Tumbreb and cartes, hane a shed redy dight. 

A store house for trinkets ke[>t close as a iayle : 
that nothing be wanting, the worthe of a najle. 

89. Thy cartes wonld be searched, withoate and within ; 
well cloaghted and greased, or hay time begin. 
Thy hay being caried, though carters had swome : 
the cartes bottome horded, is sauing of come. 

90. Then muster thy folke, play the captaine thyselfe : 
prouiding them weapon, and suche kinde of pelfe. 
Get bottels and bagges, kepe the fielde in the heate : 
the feare is not muche, but the daunger is great. 

91. With tossing and raking, and setting on cox ; 
the grasse that was grene, is now hay for an ox. 
That done, leaue the tieth, lode thy cart and awaye : 
the battell is fought, thou hast gotten the daye. 

92. Then donne with thy hedlondes, thy come rounde about: 
leaue neuer a dalop, vnmoune or had out. 

Though grasse be but thinne, about barley and pease : 
yet picked vp clene, it shall do thee good ease. 

93. Thryfallowe betime, for destroing of weede : 
least thistle and dock, fall a bloming and seede. 
Such season may hap, it shall stande the vpon : 
to till it againe, or the somer be gone. 

94. And better thou warte, so to doe for thy hast : 

then (hardnes) for slougth make thy lande to lie wast. 
A redy good forehorse, is dainty to finde : 
be hindred at first, and come alway behinde. 

95. Thy houses and bames, would be loked vpon : 
and all thing amended, or haraest come on. 
Thinges thus set in ordre, at quiet and rest : 
thy hamest goeth forwarde and prospereth best. 
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96. Sainct James willeth husbandes, get reapers at hande : 
the come, being ripe doe but shead as it stande. 

Be sailing and thankful!, for that god hath sent : 
he sendeth it thee, for the selfe same entent. 

97. Reape well, scatter not, gather cleane that is shome : 
binde fast, shock a pase, pay the tenth of thy come. 
Lode salfe, carry home, lose no time, being faier : 
golfe iust, in the bame, it is out of dispaier. 

98. This done, set the pore ouer all for to gleane : 
and after thy cattel, to eate it vp cleane. 
Then spare it for pasture, till rowen be past : 
to lengthen thy dayrey, no better thou hast. 

99. Then welcome thy hamest folke, seruauntes and all : 
with mirth and good chere, let them furnish thine hall. 
The haruest lorde nightly, must geue the a song : 

fill him then the blacke boll, or els he hath wrong. 

100. Thy haraest thus ended, in myrth and in ioye : 
please euery one gently, man woman and boye. 
Thus doing, with alway, such helpe as they can : 
thou winnest the name, of a right husband man. 

Finh. 

Nowe thinke vpon god, let thy tonge neuer cease : 
ft-om thanking of him, for his myghty encrease. 
Accept my good wil, finde no fault tyll thou trye : 
the better thou thryuest, the gladder am I. 

^ A sonti or brief rehersall of the properties 
of the tweiue monethesafore rehersed. 

As Janeuer fryse pot, bidth come kepe hym lowe : 
And feuerell fill dyke, doth good with his snowe : 
A bushel of Marche dust, worth raunsomes of gold 
And Aprill his stormes, be to good to be solde : 
As May with his flowers, geue ladies their lust : 
And June after blooming, set camels so iust : 
As July bid all thing, in order to ripe : 
And August bid reapers, to take full their gripe. 
September his frait, biddeth gather as fast : 
October bid hogges, to come eate vp his mast : 
As dirtie Nouember, bid threshe at thine ease : 
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• 

December bid Christmas, to spende what he please : 
So wisdom bid kepe, and prouide while we may : 
For age crepeth on as the time passeth away. 

Finis. 

Thinges thriflie, that teacheth the thriuing to thriue ; 
teache timely to trauas, the thing that thou triue. 
Transferring thy toyle, to the times truely tought : 
that teacheth the temperaunce, to temper thy thought. 

To temper thy trauaile, to tarrye the tide : 
this teacheth the thriftines, twenty times tride. 
Thinke truely to trauaile, that thinkest to thee : 
the trade that thy teacher taught truely to the. 

Take thankfully thinges, thanking tenderly those : 
that teacheth thee thriftly, thy time to transpose. 
The trouth teached two times, teache thou two times ten : 
this trade thou that takest, take thrift to the then. 
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unkind to me. " Remaine abrode for euermore," ue, be given to 
the writings of others. 

It is noticeable that though in the Author's Epistle he spells his 
name, most probably for convenience sake, as Tussar, he on all 
other occasions spells it Tuss^r, which is no doubt correct. In the 
edition of 1557 ^^® name is spelt correctly, although the corre- 
sponding line of the stanza commences with the letter a. See p. 220. 

2. 6. ** Like lugurth, Prince of Numid." Jugurtha, an illegiti- 
mate son of Mastanabal, after the death of Micipsa murdered his two 
sons and seized on the sovereignty of Numidia. War was declared 
against him by the Romans, and after some time Metellus drove 
him to such extremes that he was obliged to take refuge with his 
father-in-law, Bocchus, by whom he was given up to Marius, was 
carried in triumph to Rome, and finally starved to death. The 
history of the war against him is related in Sallust's Btllum Jugurth- 
inum, 

** With losses so perfumid ; " i.e, pervaded, thoroughly imbued ; 
we use imbued nearly in the same way. 

2. 7. Harrison, in his Description of England (E.E.T. Soc. ed. 
Furnivall, part i. p. 241), gives a very bad character to the landlords 
of his day: "What stocke of monie soeuer he [the farmer] gathereth 
and laieth vp in all his yeares, it is often scene, that the landlord 
will take such order with him for the same, when he renueth his 
lease, which is commonlie eight or six yeares before the old be 
expired (sith it is now growen almost to a custome, that if he come 
not to his lord so long before, another shall step in for a reuersion, 
and so defeat him out right) that it shall neuer trouble him more 
than the haire of his beard, when the barber hath washed and 
shaued it from his skin. And as they commend these, so (beside 
the decaie of house-keeping whereby the poore haue beene re- 
lieued) they speake also of three things that are growen to be verie 
grieuous vnto them, to wit, the inhansing of rents, latelie men- 
tioned ; the dailie oppression of copiholders, whose lords seeke to 
bring their poore tenants almost into plaine seruitude and miserie, 
dailie deuising new meanes, and seeking vp all the old, how to cut 
them shorter and shorter, doubling, treblings and nemo and then stum 
times increasing their fines ; driuing them also for euerie trifle to 
loose and forfeit their tenures, (by whom the greatest part of the 
realme dooth stand and is mainteined,) to the end they may fleece 
them yet more." See also Norden*s Surveyor's Dialogue, ed. 1607, 

p. 5'- 
The following curious prayer is in Edward the Sixth's Liturgies : 

— " The earth is Thine, O Lord, and all that is contained therein, 

notwithstanding Thou hast given possession of it to the children of 

men, to pass over the time of their short pilgrimage in this vale of 

miseiy. We heartily pray Thee to send Thy Holy Spirit into the 

"••*« of those that possess the grounds, pastures, and dwelling- 



238 Notes and Illustrations. 

9. I. With "The Ladder to Thrift" we may compare the follow- 
ing "Maxims in -/v/' from the Lansdowne MS. 762, f. 16^ (see 
Babees Book, ed. Fumivall, p. 247) : 

"Aryse erly, 

Senie God devowtely. 

And the worlde besely, 

Doo thy werk wisely, 

Yeue th)nie almes secretly, 

Goo by the waye sadly, 

Answer the people demuerly. 

Goo to thy mete appetitely, 

Sit therat discretely, 

Of thy tunge be not to liberally, 

Arise therfrom temperally. 

Go to thy supper soberly. 

And to thy bed merely, 

Be in thyn Inne jocundely. 

Please thy loue duely. 

And slepe suerly." 
9. 12. " Familie," here used in the sense of the Latin original 
^»M7ia= household, servants. Compare chap. 73, st. 13. 

9. 29. Compare Shakspere, Richard II. Act ii. sc. 4, 24: "And 
crossly to the good all fortune goes." 

9. 30, note. " To bridle wild otes fantasie," i.e. to restrain the 
excesses of youth. 

10. 4. " Well to account of which honest is not ; " never think 
highly of that which is not honourable, or honestly come by. 

10. 5. Cf. Hebrews xiii. 4 : " Marriage is honourable in all, and 
the bed undefiled." Tusser evidently does not appreciate " love in 
a cottage." 

10. 8. "Giue ouer to sudgeme, that thinkest to thee ;" tjt, make 
up your mind to settle down in one place and to give up roaming 
about, if you hope to prosper, lest the grumbling of your hosts 
and the wants of the nurses prove too expensive for you. Compare 
" The Dialogue of Wiving and Thriving," stanza 3, p. 152. 

10. 10. Dr. Mavor suggests that the third line of- this stanza 
should read : " Of tone or them both," ** meaning, if we smell the 
savour of saving or winning or them both." 

10. II. A fool and his money are soon parted. 

10. 12. "Good bargaine a dooing," etc. When you have a chance 
of making a good bargain, don't let every one know ; but when you 
want to sell anything, then let it be published abroad as widely as 
possible. In the first case don't hesitate or haggle about it, but 
" take the ball on the hop ; " in the second, don't be in a hurry to 
take the first offer, if you are not ashamed of what you wish to sell. 

10. 14. " Of the complaint of such poore tenants as paie rent 
€onu vnto their landlords, I speake not, who are often dealt withail 
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"A"=one, a single: a very common use in Early English ; cf. 
William of Nassington's " Myrrour of Lyfe," lines 2, 3 ; 
" Fader and Sonne and Haly Gaste 
That er a God als we trowe maste " — that is, one God. 
10. 24. Some, upon Sundays, have their tables covered with 
smoking dishes, and then have to seek, ue. do without dinners for 
the rest of the week. 

10. 28. " Skarborow warning." Grose says it means, "A word 
and a blow and the blow first." R. J. S. in Notes and Queries, ist 
Ser. i. 170, adds that it is a common proverb in Yorkshire. Fuller 
states that the saying arose from "Thomas Stafford, who in the 
reign of Mary, a.d. 1557, ^^^^ ^ small company, seized on Scar- 
borough Castle, and before the townspeople had the least notice of 
their approach." Another explanation is that, if ships passed the 
castle without saluting it, a shotted gun was fired at them. In a 
ballad by Haywood another derivation is given : 

** This term Scarhoronv warning grew (some say) 
By hasty hanging for rank robbery theare. 
Who that was met, but suspect in that way. 
Strait he was trust up, whatever he were." 
This implies that Scarborough imitated the Halifax gibbet law. — 
N. & Q. I St Ser. i. 138. In a letter by Toby Matthew, Bishop of 
Durham, to the Archbishop of York, Jan. 19, 1603, he writes: 
** When I was in the midst of this discourse I received a message 
from my Lord Chamberlain that it was his Majesty's pleasure that 
I should preach before him on Sunday next, which Scarborough 
warning did not only perplex me, but so puzzel me as no mervail if 
somewhat be praetermitted, which otherwise I might have /better 
remembered." — N. & Q. 4th Ser. xii. 408. " Scarborough warn- 
ing. The antiquity of the phrase is shown by its occurrence 
in Puttenham's *Arte of English Poetrie,' ed. 1589. The following 
is the passage, from p. 199 of Arber*s reprint: [We have] 'many 
such prouerbiall speeches: as, Toinesse is turned French^ for a strange 
alteration : Skarbormv warning, for a sodaine commandement, 
allowing no respect or delay to bethinke a man of his busines.' " — 
Note by Rev. W. Skeat. See also Ray*s Proverbs. 

10. 28. "Sir I arest yee ; " that is, the SherifTs officer, who, 
touching your arm, would use these words. 

10. 29. "Legem pone," a curious old proverbial or cant term for 
ready money, 

" There are so manie Danaes now a dayes. 
That love for lucre, paine for gaine is sold ; 
No true affection can their fancie please, 
Except it be a love, to raine downe gold 
Into their laps, which they wyde open hold ; 
If legem pone comes, he is receav*d. 
When vix haud habes is of hope bereav'd." — 

The Affectionate Shepheard, 1594. 
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ys torayd and wende." — "How the good wife taught her daughter," 
pr. in Q. Elizabeth's Achademy, ed. Furnivall, p. 39. In the Verses 
on Lord Burghle/s Crest (printed in Thynne's Animaduersions, 
Chaucer Soc. ed. Furnivall), stanza 32, we read : 

" And prouerbe olde was not deuis'd in veyne, 
That * roolinge stone doth neuet gather mosse ' ; 
Who lightly leaves in myddest of all his peine. 
His former labor frustrates with his losse ; 
But who continues as he did begynne, 
Withe equall course the pointed goale doth wynne." 
See also chapt. 77. 20, p. 170. 

10. 48. ** Of all [the lawyers] that euer I knew in Essex, Denis 
and Mainford excelled, till John of L\idlow, alias Mason, came in 
place, vnto whome in comparison they two were but children : 
for this last in lesse than three or foure yeares, did bring one man 
(among manie els.e-where in other places) almost to extreame 
miserie (if beggerie be the vttermost) that before he had the 
shauing of his beard, was valued at two hundred pounds (I speake 
with the least) and finallie feeling that he had not sufficient wher- 
with to susteine himselfe and his familie, and also to satisfie that 
greedie rauenour, which still called vpon him for new fees, he went 
to bed, and within foure daies made an end of his wofuU life, euen 
with care and pensiuenesse. After his death also he so handled 
his Sonne, that there was neuer sheepe shome in Maie, so neere 
clipped of his fleece present, as he was of manie to come : so that 
he was compelled to let awaie his land, bicause his cattell and 
stocke were consumed, and he no longer able to occupie the 
ground.'* — Harrison, Descript. of Eng. part i. pp. 206-7. 

** Daw"=a chattering fool. See Peacock's Glossary (Eng. Dial. 
Soc). 

10. 49. From this stanza it would seem that sportsmen did not 
hesitate to trespass on the lands of others in former days any more 
than at preseht, but in such cases Tusser recommends the " mild 
answer which turneth away wrath," and sets out the advantages of 
courteousness and respect to one's superiors. 

10. 51. ** That flesh might be more plentifull and better cheaper, 
two daies in the weeke, that is Fryday and Saturday, are specially 
appointed to fish, and now of late yeares, by the prouidence of our 
prudent Princesse, Elizabeth, the Wednesday also is in a manner re- 
strained to the same order, not for any religion or holinesse sup- ■ 
posed to be in the eating of fish rather than of flesh, but onely foi 
the ciuill policic as I haue said. That as God hath created both^^ 
for man's use, so both being used or refrained at certaine seasons^ ^ 
might by that entercourse be more abundant. And no doubt, if alC 
daies appointed for that purpose were duly obserued, but that flesl 
and fish both would be much more plentifull, and beare lesse prici 
than they doe. For accounting the Lent season, and all fasting 
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near the sea-coast enjoyed the addition of fresh fish ; but the state 
of the roads prevented the inland parts of the country partaking of 
this benefit. The consumption of fish during Lent and on other 
fast-days, comprising a great part of the year, being expressly 
directed by statute, the people, even after the abolition of the old 
religion, provided themselves at several large fairs held almost 
expressly for the sale and distribution of salt-fish. 

12. 3. " Veale and Bakon is the man," ut, is the proper food, or 
is in season. 

" Martilmas beef," beef killed at Martinmas, and dried for winter 
use. " Biefe salted, dried up in the chimney, Martlemas biefe." — 
Hollyband's Diet. 1593. See note to 1. 383 of Wallace, in Speci- 
mens of Eng. Literature, ed. Skeat, p. 391. 

*' Beefe is a good meate for an Englysshe man, so be it the 
beest be yonge, and that it be not kowe-flesshe ; for olde beefe 
and kowe-flesshe doth ingender melancolye and leporouse hu- 
moures. Yf it be moderatly powderyd, that the groose blode by 
salte may be exhaustyd, it doth make an Englysshe man strowge, 
the educacion of hym with it cowsyderyd. Martylmas beef, whiche 
is called ' hanged beef ' in the rofe of the smoky howse, is not 
laudable ; it maye fyll the bely, and cause a man to drynke, but it 
is euyll for the stone, and euyll of dygestyon, and maketh no good 
iuce. If a man haue a peace hangynge by his syde, and another in 
his bely, that the whiche doth hange by the syde shall do hym 
more good, yf a showre of rayne do chaunse, than that the which 
is in his bely, the appetyde of mans sensualyte notwithstandynge." 
— Andrew Boorde's Dyetary, E. E. Text Soc. edit. F. J. Fumivall, 
chap. xvi. 

"In a hole in the same Rock was three Barrels of nappy 
liquour ; thither the Keeper brought a good Red-Deere Pye, cold 
Roast Mutton, and an excellent shooing-hom of hang'd Mariimas 
Biefe." — 1639, John Taylor, Part of this Summers Travels, p. 26. 

^^ Bacon is good for carters, and plowe men, the which be euer 
labouryng in the earth or dunge ; but and yf they haue the stone 
and vse to eate it, they shall synge * wo be to the pye ! ' Where- 
fore I do say that coloppcs and egges is as holsome for them as a 
talowe candell is good for a horse mouth, or a peece of powdred 
Beefe is good for a blere eyed mare." — A. Boorde, Regyment, fo. 
K iii. b. 

" As for bacon it is in no wise commended as wholsome, especially 
for students, or such as haue feeble stomacks. But for labouring 
men it is conuenient according to that Latine prouerbe, grosse 
meate for grosse men." — Cogan's Haven of Health, p. 116. 

12. 4. The farmers in old times were greater economists than 
now. " Old crones and such old things," it seems, fell commonly 
to their own share, while the best meat was probably sold. — M. 
Compare also 21. i. 
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Similarly we have "atte nale"=at the ale-house, a corruption of 
A.S. aet J?an ale. — See Piers Plowman, ed. Skeat, B. Text, Prologue, 
1. 43. So in Sir Thomas More's Workes, 1557, p. 709, we have "A 
verye nodypoU nydyote " for idiot. Other instances of the prefixed 
n are " nonce, a nother, nagares (=augers)." Cf. ''One axe, a bill, 
iiij nagares^ ij hatchettes, an ades," etc. — Shakspereana Genealogica, 
1869, p. 472. 

** A Douercourt beetle " is explained by Dr. Mavor as " one that 
is large (like the rood of Dover once so celebrated) and capable 
of making a great noise," and he adds that '* there is an old 
proverb ' A Dover Court : all speakers and no hearers.* " But this 
explanation is entirely erroneous : there is no reference whatever 
to Dover ^ but, as the following extract will show, a Dovercourt beetle 
simply means one made of the wood of the elms of Dovercourt in 
Essex, which were celebrated for their soundness and lasting 
qualities : " Of all the elms that euer I saw, those in the south side 
of Doner courts in Essex neere Harwich, are the most notable, for 
they growe, I meane, in crooked maner, that they are almost apt 
for nothing else but nauie timber, great ordinance, and heetels ; and 
such thereto is their naturall qualitie, that being vsed in the said 
beh^lfe, they continue longer, and more long than anie the like 
trees in whatsoeuer parcell else of this land, without cuphar,^ shak- 
ing or cleauing, as I find." — Harrison, Descr. of Eng. part i. p. 341. 

17. 10. In the Hist, of Hawsted, Suffolk, by Sir J. Cullum, 2nd 
ed. p. 216, we are told that there, in the 14th century, oxen were as 
much used as horses ; and, in ploughing heavy land, would go 
forward where horses would stop. ** A horse kept for labour ought 
to have every night the 6th part of a bushel of oats ; for an ox, 3^ 
measures of oats, 10 of which make a bushel, are sufficient for a 
week." 

17. II. "The ploughstaff is alluded to by Strutt (Manners and 
Customs, ii. 12) : *The ploughman yoketh oxen to the plough, and *\ 
he holdeth the plough-stilt \i.e. principal hale or handle] in his left 
hand, and in his right hand the ploughstaff to break the clods.* 
See plate 32 (vol. i.) in Strutt, and the picture of a plough at work 
prefixed to Mr. Wright's edition of Piers the Plowman, copied from 
MS. T. [MS. R. 3. 14, Trin. Coll. Camb.].**— Piers Plowman, ed. 
Skeat, B. vi. 105. 

17. 13. ** Hoigh de la roy,** that is, excellent or proper; but why, 
I cannot say. 

17. 14. A cradle is a three-forked instrument of wood, on 
which the corn is caught as it falls from the scythe, and thus is laid 
in regular order. It is heavy to work with ; but is extremely useful 
for cutting barley or oats, which are intended to be put into 
sheaves. — M. 

17. 17. Tar was the common salve for all sores in cattle. "Two 

^ Cracking. 
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ployed to scare crows from new sown land. Le^r, in his madness, 
says : * That fellow handles his bow like a crow-keeper.' Besides 
lustily whooping, he carries an old gun, from which he cracks a 
little powder, and sometimes puts in a few stones, but seldom hits, 
and still seldomer kills a crow." Cf. Romeo and Juliet, Act i. sc. 4: 
" Scaring the ladies like a crow-keeper." 

16. 16. A Marsh Wall is a Sea bank, made with considerable 
slope to sea- ward, which is called a Break or Breck ; it is faced with 
Turf which sometimes is worn by the sea, or Holes made in it by 
Crabs, etc. The Foreland is a piece of Land that lies from the 
foot of the Bank to Sea-ward, and must be well look'd after, that 
it wear not away or come too near the Bank (as the Workmen term 
it).— T. R. 

16. 22. A brawner should be kept cool and hard, which en- 
creaseth his shield, as the skin of the shoulder is called. — M. 

16. 23. Measles in hogs are small round globules or pustules 
that lie along the muscles ; and are occasioned by uncleanness and 
want of water. — M. 

16. 24. The retting of hemp, as it is called, should be done with 
care. It should be taken out of the water as soon as it begins to 
swim. The smell left by hemp and flax is extremely unpleasant, as 
travellers in the flax districts of the North of Ireland well know. 

16. 28. "In time of plenty of mast, our red and fallow deere 
will not let to participat thereof with our hogs, more than our 
nete : yea, our common pultrie also, if they may come vnto them. 
But as this abundance dooth prooue verie pernicious vnto the first, 
so the egs which these latter doo bring foorth (beside blackenesse 
in color and bitternesse of tast,) haue not seldome beene found to 
breed diuerse diseases vnto such persons as haue eaten of the 
same." — Harrison, Descrip. of Eng. part i. p. 339. 

16. 31. If your dog sets chaunting (crying) these lawless hogs, 
haunting (or frequenting) your fields so often, he does you a benefit. 

16. 34. Shaken timber is such as is full of clefts and cracks. 

Besiowe and stick it, is to lay the boards neatly on each other, 
with sticks between, to admit the air. 

16. 37. The hook and line is a cord with a hook at its end to 
bind up anything with, and carry it away. — M. 

18. 3. " Flaies," probably a misprint in the edition of 1580 for 
flails, which is the reading of the other editions. 

18. 32. Cotgrave has: ** Hastiveau, a hasting apple or peare;" 
and ** Hastivel, as Hastiveau ; or a soon-ripe apple, called the St. 
John's apple." Lacroix (Manners, Customs, etc., during the Middle 
Ages, p. 1 16) mentions "hastiveau, an early sort of pear." 

18. 48. " Vergis and perie." " Verjuice is well known to be the 

juice of Crabs, but it is not so much taken notice of, that for 

strength and flavour it comes little short if not exceeds lime-juice." 

--T. R. " Verjuice, or green juice, which, with vinegar, formed 
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what longer in growing. Make a trench at the top or in the edge 
of the ditch, and lay into it some fat soyle, and then lay the rope 
all along the ditch, and cover it with good soile also, then cover it 
with the earth, and ever as any weedes or grasse begins to grow, 
pull it off and keepe it as cleane as may be from all hindrances, 
and when the seeds begin to come, keepe cattle from bruising them, 
and after some two or three yeares, cut the yong spring by the 
earth, and so will they branch and grow thick, and if occasion serve, 
cut them so again alwayes, preserving the oake and ashe to become 
trees." The best time to lay the berries in this manner is "in 
September or October^ if the berries be fully ripe." 

19. 34. A "porkling" was worth z%d. at the time. See 57. 39. 
19. 37. With reference to the "daintiness" of the Flemings, 
many of whom were settled on the East coast, compare the follow- 
ing: 

" Now here and bacon bene fro Pruse ibrought 
Into Flaundres, as loved and fere isoughte ; 
Osmonde,* coppre, bowstaffes, stile,' and wex, 
Peltre-ware,' and grey, pych, terre, borde, and flex, 
And Coleyne threde, fustiane, and canvase, 
Corde, bokeram ; of olde tyme thus it wase. 
But the Flemmyngis^ amonge these thinges dere, 
In comen lowen * beste bacon and here. 
Thus arre they hogges ; and drynkyn wele ataunt ; • 
Farewel, Flemynge ! hay, harys, hay, avaunt 1 " — 

Wright's Political Songs, ii. 171. 
19. 38. Light fire, as it is termed, is still used in Norfolk. — M. 
19. 39. " Bowd eaten malt." " The more it be dried (yet must 
it be doone with soft fire) the sweeter and better the malt is, and 
the longer it will continue, whereas if it be not dried downe (as 
they call it), but slackelie handled, it will breed a kind of worme, 
called a wiuellj which groweth in the floure of the come, and in 
processe of time will so eat out it selfe, that nothing shall remaine 
of the graine but euen the verie rind or huske." — Harrison, 
Description of England, part i. pp. 156-7. R. Holme says that 
** the Wievell eateth and devoureth com in the gamers ; they are 
of some people called bcwdsT — Acad, of Arm. Bk. ii. p. 467. " Bnik 
is a maner of flye, short and brodissh, and in a sad husc, blak hed, 
in shap mykel toward a golde bowde^ and mykhede ' of twyis and 

fryis atte moste of a gold bmvde^ a chouere, o}?er vulgal can y non 
erfore." — ^Arandel MS. 42, f. 64. The name gold bawde probably 
denotes a species of Chrysomela, Linn. Way, in Prompt. Parv. 

19. 40. See note on **A Medicine for the Cowlaske," p. 4. 
Sloes gently baked in an oven are best preserved. They are an 

of inm. ' Steel ' Hides. 

* So much. * Size. 
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21. 15. The leathern bottie, from its size, must have been a most 
convenient vehicle for the removal of com and other stolen property. 

21. 22. Our author does not appear to have had any idea of the 
use of soot as a top-dressing to land, but its value is now well 
understood, as one of the greatest improvers of cold, mossy grass- 
lands. 

21. 23. It is leanness and ill-dressing that occasion nits and lice, 
not the state of the weather when they are taken to house. 

22. 25. 1. 7. There is a mistake in the printing of this line : 
there should be no parenthesis, and the word er should be omitted. 
Thus the lines will read : 

'* Fat hog or ye kill it, 
Or else ye doo spill it." 

23. 4. The rack ought to be accessible on all sides, and perhaps 
high enough for small cattle to escape under it from their more 
powerful adversaries. — M. 

** Barih** Wedgwood includes this under berih^ the seaman's term 
for snug anchorage for themselves or their vessels. See Glossary. 

23. 7. Cf. *M fires-bird, for that she sat continually by the fire 
side." — Tom Tell-Trothe*s New Yeare's Gift, New Shakspere Soc. 
ed. Fumivall, p. 12. 

23. 9. " Beath." Bathing at the Fire, as it is commonly called, 
when the wood is yet unseasoned, sets it to what purpose you think 
fit.— T. R. 

23. 24. "Camping." "Goals were pitched 150 or 200 jrards 
apart, formed of the thrown-oflf clothes of the competitors." Each 
party had two goals 10 or 15 yards apart. The parties, 10 to 15 
aside, stand in line facing their own goals and each other, at 10 
yards distance, midway between the goals and nearest that of their 
adversaries. An indifferent spectator throws up the ball — the size 
of a cricket ball — midway between the confronted players, whose 
object is to seize and convey it between their own goals. The 
shock of the first onset to catch the falling ball is very great, and 
the player who seizes it speeds home pursued by his opponents, 
through whom he has to make his way, aided by the jostlings of 
his own sidesmen. If caught and held, or in imminent danger of 
it, he throws the ball, but must in no case give it, to a comrade, 
who, if it be not arrested in its course, or he be jostled away by 
his eager foes, catches it, and hurries home, winning the game or 
snotch if he contrive to carry, not throw, it between the goals. A 
holder of the ball caught with it in his possession loses a snotch. At 
the loss of each of these the game recommences after a breathing 
time. Seven or nine snotches are the game, and these it will some- 
times take two or three hours to win. Sometimes a large football 
was used, and the game was then called " kicking camp** and if 
played with the shoes on, '^savage camp" — ^Abridged from Major 
Moor*s Description. 
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26. I. Psalm cxliv. 4. 

26. 3. "Atrop." "The fatall sisters," Clotho, Lachesis, and 
Atropos, daughters of Erebus and the Night, were supposed to 
spin out the life of man as it were a long thread, which they drew 
out in length, till his fatal hour had arrived ; but if by any other 
casualty his days were shortened, then Atropos was said to have cut 
the thread in two. Hence the old verse : " Clotho colum bajulat, 
Lachesis trahit, Atropos occat." 

27. 4. ** Euer among," an expression" of frequent occurrence in 
Early English, meaning " constantly, continually." Compare the 
Mod. Eng. " all the while." In a Carol of the fifteenth century, 
we read : 

" Thys endus ny^th 
I saw a sy^th, 

A stare as bryjt as day ; 
And ever among 
A mayden song 

Lullay, by by, lullay.** 
And in another : 

*' Our der Lady she stod hym by. 
And wepe water ful bytterly. 
And terys of blod ever among^ 

28. 4. "As onely of whom our comfort is had." The expression 
is obscure, but the meaning is clear : as the only one from whom 
our comfort (or strength) is derived. 

29. 2. " Good husbands," that is, good husbandmen or farmers. 
29. 3. "Then lightly," an old form of expression. Tusser means 

that poor people are then probably ot generally most sorely oppressed. 
Cf. " Short summer lightly has a forward spring." — Shakspere, 
Richard IH. Act iii. sc. i. 

31. 3. " Few Capons are cut now except about Dorking in Surrey; 
they have been excluded by the turkey, a more magnificent, but 
perhaps not a better fowl." — Pegge's Forme of Cury, ed. 1780, p. iq. 

32. I. " Vpon the tune of King Salomon." Mar. 4, 1550, there 
is a receipt from Ralph Newberry for his licence for printing a 
ballad called " Kynge Saloman," Registr. Station. Comp. Lond. 
notat. A fol. 48a. Again in 1562, a licence to print "iij balletts, 
the one entituled * Newes oute of Kent ; * the other, a * Newe ballat 
after the tune of Kjiige Solomon ; ' and the third, * Newes oute of 
Heaven and Hell.' " — Ibid, fol. 75a. Again, ibid, " Crestenmas 
Carowles auctorisshed by my lord of London." A ballad of Solo- 
mon and the Queen of Sheba is entered in 1567, ibid, fol. i66a. — 
Warton's Hist, of Eng. Poetry, ed. Hazlitt, vol. iii. p. 428. 

S2. 4, 1. 7. There is some confusion here, although the sense is 
clear; probably we should read, "and^/i-j from sinne," etc. 

88. 32. "Michel cries," i,e, to delay the operation of cutting, 
and therefore the cries of the animals, till Michaelmas, will have 
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though the r^^^w-like nut. From the O. Fr. Chastaigne, and the 
Ital. Castagnay we learn its trae derivation, namely from Castanaa 
in Thessaly, its native place. 

84. 7. "Comet plums "=comel plums; called also cornel cherry. 
O. Fr. comille, now comouille, L. Lat. comolium^ from Lat. comus=.3. 
cornel cherry tree. 

84. 8. ** The Damasco-plum is a good fruit and the trees beare 
well." — ^Austen*s Treatise on Fruit Trees, 1657. 

84. 9. Andrew Boorde, in his Introduction of Knowledge, ed. 
Fumivall, p. 283, says : ** Fylderdes be better than hasell nuttes ; yf 
they be newe, and taken from the tree, and the skyn or the pyth 
pulled of, they be nutrytyue, and doth increase fatnes." 

84. 10. "Goose beries." Dr. R. A. Prior says: "From the 
Flemish kroes or kruys bene, Swed. krusddr, a word that bears the two 
meanings of * cross-' and * frizzle-berry,* but was given to this fruit 
with the first meaning, in reference to its triple spine, which not 
unfrequently presents the form of a cross. This equivocal word 
was misunderstood and taken in its other sense of * frizzle-berry,* 
and translated into German and herbalist Latin as * kraiisel-deere,* 
and * uva crispa.* The Fr. groseille and Span, grosella are corrup- 
tions of Ger. krailsei." 

84. II. "Some Authors affirme that there have been Vine-yards 
in England in former times, though they be all destroyed long 
since. Divers places retaine the name of Vine yards still, at Brvm- 
well Abby in Norfolke and at Elie in Cambridgshiere which afforded 
Wine ; what else is the meaning of these old Rimes ? 

* Quatuor sunt Elie, Lantema, Capella Mariae 
Et molendinum, nee non dans Vinea vinum.' 
Englished thus : 

* Foure things of Elie Towne much spoken are. 
The Leaden Lanthom, Maries Chappell rare. 
The mighty Mil-hill in the Minstre field. 
And fruitful Vine-yards which sweet wine doe yeeld.' 
And doubtlesse men might plant Vines with good successe, to make 
good wine even with us. There are many kinds of Vines, but I 
know none so good, and fit for our climate as the Parsley Vine or 
Canada Grape, we see by experience yearly it beares abundance of 
fruit unto perfection. And whosoever would plant Vines in England 
I think he cannot meet with a better kind than the Parsley Vine 
both for bearing and goodnesse. The Fox grape is a faire large Fruit 
and a very great bearer although not of so much esteem as divers 
others. The Franiiniack Grape is of great accompt with many, and 
is a speciall fruit where it comes to perfect ripenesse, which it 
hardly does, except the Vine be set upon the South-wall where it 
may have much sun. The Red and White Muskadine Grape are 
speciall fruits and beare very well, and come to perfect ripenesse if 
the Vine grow upon the South-wait or upon the Easte-wall which 
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transitional stage of adoption from the French. The author of the 
Romaunt writes : 

" And many homely trees there were, 
That peaches, coitus , and apples here ; 
Medlers, plummes, peeres, chesteines, 
Cherise, of which many one faine is." 
It is evident that the English word is a corruption of the French 
coingt which we may trace through the Italian cotogna to Lat. 
cotonium or cydonium malum^ the apple of Cydon, a town in Crete. — 
Taylor's Words and Places. In the Paston Letters, i. 245, occurs 
the word "chardequeyns," that is, a preserve made of quinces. See 
also the Babees Book, E.E.T. Soc. ed. Fumivall, p. 152. In the 
ordinances of the household of George, Duke of Clarence, p. 103, 
charequynses occur under the head of spices, their price being 5 
shillings "the boke," or/2 los. for 10 lbs., a.d. 1468. 

84. 20. " Respis." In Turner's Herbal called Raspis or Raspices^ 
the latter of which is apparently a double plural. Probably from 
respy a word that in the Eastern counties means a shoot, a sucker, 
a young stem, and especially the fruit-bearing stem of raspberries 
(Forby). This name it may owe to the fact that the fruit grows on 
the young shoots of the previous year." 

34. 21. '* Reisons," most probably currants. " Raysouns of Cor- 
aunte." — Pegge's Forme of Cury, ed. 1780, p. 16. 

34. 24. ** Seruice trees." Dr. R. A. Prior, in his Popular Names 
of British Plants, 1870, p. 209, says: "Service-, or, as in Ph. 
Holland's Pliny more correctly spelt, Servise-tree, from L. CervisiOy 
its fruit having from ancient times been used for making a fermented 
liquor, a kind of beer : 

Et pocula laeti 
Fermento atque acidis imitantur vitea sorbis. — Virg. 
Georgics III. 379. Diefenbach remarks (Or. Eur. 102): 'bisweilen 
bedeutet cervisia einen nicht aus Getreide gebranten Trank ; * and 
Evelyn tells us in his Sylva (ch. xv.), that * ale and beer brewed 
with these berries, being ripe, is an incomparable drink.* The 
Cerevisia of the ancients was made from malt, and took its name, 
we are told by Isidore of Seville, from Ceres, Cereris, but this has 
come to be used in a secondary sense without regard to its et}Tno- 
lop^ical meaning, just as in Balm-tea we use tea in the sense of an 
infusion, without regard to its being properly the name of a different 
plant." Wild Service, the rowan tree ; Pyrus aucuparia, Gart. 

34. 25. ** Wallnuts are usually eaten after meales to close up the 
stomach, and help digestion. And according to Avicen (Can. lib. 
2, cap. 501), recentes sunt meliores stomacho (the newer the 
better for the stomach). Bread or Bisket may be made of the 
meale being dried. The young nuts peeled are preserved, and 
candied for Banquetting stuffe : and being ripe the Kemells may 
be crusted over with sugar, and kept long. Avicen says (Can. lib. 
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Kett in 1549, say in their list of Grievances: "We p[r]ay that 
noman vnder the degre of a knyght or esquyer, kepe a dowe-hause, 
except it hath byn of an ould au«chyent costome." — See Ballads 
from Manuscripts, ed. Fumivall, i. 149. 

86. 9. •* To buie at the stub," that is, to buy on the ground o» 
on the spot, and do the carriage oneself. A.S. siyb, Dutch stobbe= 
a stump ; whence Eng. stubborn^ stubble. 

86. 13. "Edder and stake;" still in common use in Kent, 
Sussex, etc. See Ra/s Glossary, s.v. Yeather. 

86. 15. "So far as in lopping," etc., seems to imply ^that the 
tops will take root of themselves without planting. 

86. 18. Spenser uses "Prime" in the sense of "Spring-time." 
See Fairy Queene, Canto ii. st. 40, iv. 17, and vi. 13. 

86. 23. "Beliue" = in the night, according to Tusser Redivivus, 
but wrongly. See Mr. Skeat's note in Ra/s Glossary, s.v. Beliue. 

86. 25. Hugh Prowler is our Author's name for a night walker. 
— T. R. 

86. 28. Harrison, ed. 1587, fo. 42, speaks of sheep, "such as 
bring foorth but one at a time," as aneltngSy from which it would 
seem that twtnltngs mean sheep such as bring forth twins and not the 
twins themselves. Dr. Mavor says : "Twin lambs are supposed to 
perpetuate their prolific quality, and are therefore kept for breeders." 
In some parts of Norfolk and Lincoln they will keep none but twin- 
lins, but then it is in rich land as Mershland and Holland. — ^T. R. 

" Peccantem " should be peccavi, which is the reading of the 
editions of 1573, 1585, and 1597. 

86. 31. " For yoke or the paile : " whether intended for the yoke 
or for the dairy. 

86. 34. The strongest pigs are observed to suck foremost, be- 
cause there they find milk in the greatest abundance. — M. 

86. 38. " Yoong fils." We should certainly read, as required by 
the rhythm of the line, fillies^ which is found in the editions of 

i573> 1577. and .1597. 

85. 45. "As concerning ^^rr, Seats ^ etc.y in Orchardf^and Gar- 
denSy I advise men to make them of Fruit trees, rather then of Privet, 
or other rambling stuffe, which yeelds no profit, but only for shade. 
If you make them of Cherry-trees, Plum-trees, or the like, there will 
be the same advantage for shade, and all the Fruits superadded. 
All that can be objected is, that Fruit-trees are longer in growing 
up then Privet, Virgine Bower, or the like, whereof arbors are com- 
monly made. It is answered. Though Fruit-trees are something 
longer in covering an Arbor, then some other things, yet they make 
sufficient amends in their lasting and bearing fruits^ — ^Austen's 
Treatise of Fruit Trees, 1657, p. 61. 

86. 46. Oats sown in January would be most likely to rise free 
from weeds, but it is not often that the season and the soil will 
admit of such early culture. The whole stanza is somewhat enig- 
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equal quantity was for the master's table alone." — Forby. " And 
there at the manor of Marlingford, and at the mill loaded both 
carts with Mesilyon and Wheat." — Paston Letters, iii. p. 294. ** For 
they were neither hogs nor devils, nor devilish hogs, nor hoggish 
devils, but a mesling of the two." — Fairfax. The mixed grain, meslin, 
was used in France in the concoction of beer, as appears by the 
regulations for the brewers of Paris, 1254, who were to use "grains, 
c^esf d savoz'r, d*orgg, de mestuel, et de dragee." — Reglements t. Louis 
IX. ed. Depping, p. 29. At a dinner given in 1561 to the Duke of 
Norfolk by the Mayor of Norwich, there were provided: "xvj loves 
white bread iv</., xviij loves wheaten bread, ix^., iij loves mislin 
bread iij</." — Leland, Itin. vi. xvii. Plot (Hist, of Oxford, p. 242) 
says that the Oxfordshire land termed sour is good for wheat and 
** miscellan," namely wheat and rye mixed. 

87. 22. It is to be regretted, both on the score of policy and 
health, that in reforming false principles, we renounced salutary 
practices. Days of abstinence from flesh-meat, if not prescribed 
by authority, should be voluntarily imposed on ourselves. If the 
fisherman purchases bread of the farmer, the farmer in his turn 
ought to encourage the fisherman, who in peace and war has the 
highest claims to support. — M. 

39. I. "Auens." "Avence herbe, Avancia, Sanamunda." — 
Prompt. Parv. By some called hare/oot. It was used in cookery ; 
see Pegge*s Forme of Cury, ed. 1780, p. 13. 

39. 2. ** Betanie." Lat. beionica^ said by Pliny to have been first 
called Vettonicay from the Vettones, a people of Spain. 

39. 3. ** Bleets." The name of some pot-herb which Evelyn in 
Acetaria takes to be the ** Good Henry," and remarks of it that, 
***tis insipid enough." Greek )3Xatoi/= insipid. In Lyte*s Dodoens, 
p. 547, are given three kinds of Blitte or Bleet, and the French 
name is said to be Pourrie rouge, " Suceda maritima, or sea-blite, 
belongs to the goose-foot tribe ; the good-king-Henry, or Cheno- 
podium bonus- HenricuSy is of the same tribe. See Flowers of the 
Field, by C. A. Johns."— Note by Rev. W. W. Skeat. 

39. 4. " Bloodwoort," called also Bloody-dock, from its red veins 
and stems. Rumex sanguineus^ L. Called also Walwori and Dane- 
wort in Lyte*s Dodoens, 1578, p. 380, who says that the ** fumes of 
Walwort burned, driueth away Serpentes and other venemous 
beastes." 

39. 5. "The rootes of Borage and Buglosse soden tender and 
made in a Succade, doth ingender good blode, and doth set a man 
in a temporaunce." — A. Boorde*s Dyetary, E.E.T. Soc. ed. Fumi- 
vall, p. 278. 

39. 6. ** Burnet, a term formerly applied to a brown cloth, Fr. 
brunettey It. brunettay and given to the plant so called from its brown 
flowers." — Dr. Prior, Popular Names of British Plants, 1870. 
Called also PimpinelL — Lyte*s Dodoens, 1578, p. 138. 
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89. 1 6. "Andreas the Herborist writeth that the root of the 
Langdebeefe tyed or bounde to the diseased place, swageth the 
ache of the vejrnes (called Varix) being to muche opened or en- 
larged and fylled with grosse blood." — Lyte's Dodoens, 1578, p. 
568. See also Gerard's Herbal, 1633. 

89. 17. " Leek." A remnant of A.S. porleac^ from Lat. porrum and 
Uac^^. plant, Ger. lauch. 

89. 19. "Longwort," called in Lyte's Dodoens, p. 125, Sage of 
Jerusalem, " whiche herbe hath no particular vse in Physicke, but 
it is much vsed in Meates and Salades with egges, as is also Cows- 
lippes and Prymeroses, whervnto in temperature it is much like." 
See also Gerard's Herbal, 1633, where it is called "Cowslips of 
Jerusalem." 

89. 20. " Liuerwort," so called from the liver shape of the 
thallus, and its supposed effects in disease of the liver. O. L. Ger. 
Steenleuerwuyt, According to L}'te*s Dodoens, p. 59, " a soueraigne 
medicine against the heate and inflammation of the Lyuer, and all 
hoate Feuers or Agues." Anemone Hepatica^ Linn. 

89. 21. " Marigolds are bote and dry, an herbe well knowen and 
as vsual in the kitchin as in the hal : the nature whereof is to open 
at the Sunne rising, and to close vp at the Sunne setting. It hath 
one good propertie and very profitable for Students, that is by the 
vse thereof the sight is sharpened. And againe the water distilled 
of Marigolds when it fiowreth, doth help the rednesse and inflam- 
mation of the eyes if it be dropped into them, or if a linnen cloth 
wet in the water be laid upon them. Also the powder of Marigolds 
dried, being put into the hoUownesse of the teeth, easeth toothach. 
And the juice of the herbe mingled with a little salt, and rubbed 
often times vpon Warts, at length weareth them away." — Cogan's 
Haven of Health, ch. 63. Called in the Crete Herbal Mary Gmvles, 
a name that seems to have originated in the A.S. mersc-mear-gealla 
=marsh-horse-gowl, the marsh marigold, or caltha^ transferred to 
the exotic plant of our gardens and misunderstood as Mary Gold, 
It is often mentioned as Gold simply by our older poets : 
" That she sprunge up out of the molde 
Into a floure was named golde^ — Gower, ed. 1554, 
f. 120. "The yellow marigold, the sunne's own flower," says 
Heywood in Marriage Triumphe, and " so called," says Hyll (Art 
of Gard. ch. xxx.), " for that after the rising. of the sun unto noon, 
this flower openeth larger and larger ; but after the noontime unto 
the setting of the sun the flower closeth more and more, so that 
after the setting thereof it is wholly shut up." 
" The marigold observes the sun, 
More than my subjects me have done." — K. Charles I. 

39. 22. " Mercurie." A name rather vaguely applied in old 
works, probably the " Good Henry, Chenopodium Bonus Henricus.** 
Called also "AUgood," Dutch algoede, Ger. allgul, from La,t, tola 
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Chaucer writes it in one word prinuroh. (See also MS. Addit. 

" He shal ben lyk the lytel bee 
That seketh the blosme on the tre, 
And souketh on the/n/w^n?/?.") 
Prinurole is an abbreviation of Fr. primeverole. It. prifnaverola, dimin. 
oi prima vera, from fior dt prima veraz=it\iQ first spring flower. Prime- 
role, as an outlandish unintelligible word, was soon familiarized 
into prime rolles, and this into primrose. This is explained in popular 
works as meaning the first rose of the spring, a name that never 
could have been given to a plant that in form and colour is so 
unlike a rose. But the rightful claimant is, strange to say, the 
daisy, which in the South of Euroi>e is a common and conspicuous 
flower in early spring, while the primrose is an extremely rare one, 
and it is the daisy that bears the name in all the old books. See 
Fuchs, Hist. Stirpium, 1542, p. 145, where there is an excellent 
figure of it, titled primula veris ; and the Ortus Sanitatis, ed. Augsb. 
I486, ch. cccxxxiii., where we have a very good woodcut of a daisy 
titled "masslieben, Fremula veris, Latine." Brunfelsius, Novum 
Herbarium, ed. 1531, speaking of the Herba paralysis, the cowslip, 
says, p. 1590, expressly, ** Sye wiirt von etlichen Doctores Primula 
veris genaunt, das doch falsch ist wann Primula veris ist matsomen 
Oder zeitlosen." Brunschwygk (De Arte Distillandi, 1500, book ii. 
c. viii.) uses the same words. The Zeitlose is the daisy. Parkinson 
(Th. Bot. p. 531) assigns the name to both the daisy and the 
primrose. Matthioli (ed. Frankfort, 1586, p. 653) calls his Bellis 
Major ^^ Prima fiore maggiore, seu Fiore di prima vera, nonnullis 
Primula veris major" and figures the moon-daisy. His Bellis 
minor, which seems to be our daisy, he calls ** Primo fiore minore, 
Fior di primavera, Gallis Marguerites, Germanis Masslieheny At 
p. 883, he figures the cowslip, and calls that also " Primula veris, 
Italis Fiore di primavera, Gallis primevere," — Dr. Prior's Pop. 
Names of British Plants. "/V//> Mulleyn (whiche we call Ccwslippe 
and Primerose) is of two sortes. The smaller sorte, which we call 
Primcrose, Herbasculum minus, is of diuers kindes, as yellow and 
greene, single and dubble." — Lyte*s Dodoens, p. 122. 

39. 32. ** Rosemary," Lat. rosmarinus, sea-spray, from its usually 
growing on the sea-coast and its odour, is recommended by Lyte 
for fastening loose teeth. "Take of rewe a grete quantite, and 
sawge halfe als mekille, and rosemaryne the same quantitee." — MS. 
Line. Med. f. 283. According to Andrew Boorde it is a remedy for 
" palses and for the fall}*nge syckenes, and for the cowghe, and 
good agaynst colde." 

39. 34. " Safron," Sp. azafran, from Arabic al zaha/aran. On 

the cultivation, etc., of Saffron in England, there is a long account 

m Harrison's Description of England, book iii. cap. 24. See note 
to 57. 3. ^ 
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I. 37. "Spinage." " Called in Arabic ^tr/^w^r^: 'Arabicaefactio- 
nis principes Hispanach^ hoc est, Hispanicum olus nominant.' — 
Fuchs, Hist. Stirp. p. 668. Dodoens (bk. v. i. 5) tells us, ^ Spi- 
nachiam nostra aetas appellat, nonnulli spinacheum olus. Ab Arabibus 
et Serapione Hispanac dicitur.' Branfelsius (ed. 1531) says ex- 
pressly at p. 16, ' Quae vulgo spinachia hodie, Atriplex Hispaniensis 
dicta est quondam ; eo quod ab Hispania primum allata est ad 
alias extents nationes.' Tragus also calls it Olus Hispanicum ; 
Cotgrave, Hethe d^Espaigne ; and the modem Greeks (nrava'XjLov.** 
— Dr. R. A. Prior. 

89. 39. Lyte, p. 642, says : " Cyues or Rushe onions : this kinde 
of Leekes is called in English Cyues, and of Turner in Latine, 
Ctpa pallacana^ and in Greke Gethyun, which he Englisheth by al 
these names, a Cyue, a Civet, a Chyue, or Swethr 

39. 40. "Tanzie," Fr. athanasie, contracted to ianacie and ianaisie. 
Lyte says» p. 18, that it was sold in the shops under the name of 
Athanasia, the Greek word for immortality, and that it was so called, 
*• quod non cito flos inarexat." A cake used to be made in which 
tansy was one of the ingredients, and which was called Tansay- 
Cake. The following recipe for it is given in MS. Sloane 1986, 
f. 100: 

^ " Breke egges in bassyn, and swvnge hem sone, 
Do powder of peper therto anone, 
Then grynde /amay, tho juse owte wrynge, 
To blynde with tho egges, withowte lesynge. 
In pan or skelet thou shalt hit frye. 
In buttur well skymm et wyturly. 
Or white grece thou may take therto, 
Geder hit on acake, thenne base thou do, 
With platere of tre, and frye hit browne. 
On brodeleches serve hit thou schalle. 
With fraunche-mele* or other metis withalle." 
In Halliwell's Diet, is also given a recipe for a dish called Tansie, 
Cogan, in his Haven of Health, p. 65, says : ** It is much vsed 
among vs in England about Easter, with fried egs, not without 
good cause, to purge away the fleame engendred of fish in Lent 
season, whereof wormes are soone bred in them that be thereto 
disposed, though the common people vnderstand not the cause, 
why Tansies are more vsed after Lent, than at any other time of the 
yeare." "To prevent being Bug-bitten. Put a sprig or two of 
Tansy at the bed head, or as near the pillow as the smell may be 
agreeable." — T. Cosnett's Footman's Directory, p. 292. "For to 
dystroy a Wrang Nayle, othewyse callyd a Come. Take wylde 
tansey^ and grynde yt, and make yt neshe, and ley it therto, and it 



1 A dish composed chiefly of eggs and sheeps' fat. 
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wyl br>Tig yt owght." — Lambeth MS. 306, f. 65, quoted in Political, 
Relig. and Love Poems (E. E. Text Soc. ed. Fumivall), p. 36. 

40. 3. " Blessed Thistle." " So worthily named for the singular 

vertues that it hath It sharpneth the wit and memorie, 

strengthneth all the principall parts of the bodie, quickneth all 
the senses, comforteth the stomacke, procureth appetite, and hath 
a speciall vertue against poyson, and preserueth from the Pestilence, 
and is excellent good against any kinde of Feuer, being vsed in 
this manner : Take a dramme of the powder, put it into a good 
draught of ale or wine, warme it and drink it a quarter of an hour 
before the fit doth come, then goe to bed, couer you well with 
clothes and procure sweate, which by the force of the herbe will 
easily come foorth, and so continue vntill the fit be past. . . . For 
which notable effects this herbe may worthily be called Benedictus 
or Omnimorbiay that is a salue for euery sore, not knowen to Physi- 
tians of old time, but lately reuealed by the speciall providence of 
Almighty God."— Cogan's Haven of Health, p. 545. 

40. 10. " Purslane," in Turner's Herball Purcdlaitu^ in the Crete 
Herball Porceiaym, in Dodoens Purcelayne, " It is good against 
St. Antonies fier, called erysipelas^ — Lyte's Dodoens, p. 576. 
"Purslain in Latin is called Fortulaca, a portula=2L little gate, 
because they fancied it to be like one." — ^Lemeiys Treatise on 
Foods, 1704, p. 92. 

40. 12. " Rampions," Fr. raipance^ "a word mistaken as in the 
case of arise and pease^ for a plural, and the m inserted for euphony." 
— Dr. Prior, Popular Names of British Plants. 

40. 13. ** Men say that who so taketh the seede of Rockat before 
he be beaten or whipt, shalbe so hardened that he shall easily 
endure the paMie, according as Plinie writeth." — Lite's Dodoens, 
p. 622. What a pity Tusser did not know of this property of the 
Rocket ! from his oi^-n account he had plenty of opportunities of 
testing: it at Eton. 

40. 14. *' Sage causeth wemen to be fertill, wherefore in times 
past the people of Eg}pt, after a great mortalite and pestilence, 
constre\*ned their wemen to drinke the iuvce therof, to cause them 
the sooner to conce^nie, and to bring foorth store of children." — 
L\-te's Dodoens, p. 252. 

40. 6*. ** Sampere is a weede growing neare the sea-side, and 
is ven- plentifull about the lie of ^lan, from whence it is brought 
to diuers parts of England, preserved in Brine, and is no lesse 
wholesome than Capers."— Cogan's Haven of Health, p. 64. 
The Eng. Samphire is a corruption of the Fr. Herbe de Saint 
Pitm, from its growing on the rocks on the sea-shore. The leaves 
are used in the form of a pickle as an article of diet. 

41. 2. ** The Lnians had so much Veneration for them that they 
swore by CaDa^is, and were therein as superstitious as the Egyptians^ 
who gave divine Honours to Laks and Onions, for the great Benefits 
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male kinde of this herbe, and that which we doe call Lauender- 
cotten is the female, named in Latine Cypressus or Santolina. The 
setting o{ Latunder-cotten within the house in floure pots must needes 
be very wholesome, for it driveth away venemous wonnes, both by 
strawing, and by the sauour of it, and being drunke in wine it is a 
remedie against poyson." — Cogan's Haven of Health, p. 56. 

42. 14. " Mawdelin," spelt also Maudlin^ Mawdeleyn and Maude- 
liney appears to have derived its name similarly to Castmafy^ q.v., and 
to have been applied to the same uses. 

43. I. "Baies," Bays, from French baiey which is formed from 
Lat. bacca^dL berry. In old writers bay is used for a berry generally, 
as " the bayes of ivjne," but in time the term came to be applied 
to the berries of the sweet bay, called by Virgil lauri baccas, from 
their being an article of commerce ; from the berry the term was 
extended to the tree itself. 

43. 2. ** Bachelor's Buttons." So called, according to Johnson's 
Gerarde, p. 472, " from their similitude to the jagged cloathe 
buttons anciently wome in this kingdom," but according to others 
from " a habit of country fellows to cany them in their pockets to 
divine their success with their sweethearts." Called by Lyte 
(Dodoens, p. 421), Goldcup or Gold knoppe^ and described as a 
double variety of the flower now kno^n so well as the Butterflower, 
or Buttercup, the Fr. bouton d^or. 

43. 4. "Columbine," called Colourbine in Lincoln, Aquilegia 
Tmlgaris, used for making stuffed chine. 

43. 7. " Daffadowndilly, Daffodilly, Affodilly, and Daffodil, Lat 
asphoddus, from which was formed Affodilly, the name of it in all 
the older writers, but subsequently confused with that of another 
flower, the so-called sapharoun or saffron lily : 

* The th\Tde hlye \\X there vs. 
That ys called felde lylye, y w}*s, 
Hys levys be lyke to sapharoun. 
Men know \\ iherby many one.* — MS. Sloane, 1571. 
With the taste for alliieration that is shown in popular names, the 
Sapharcun-lily, upon blending with apidiUy, became, by a sort of 
mutual compromise, daffadcivndillv, whence our daffodilly and daffo- 
dil.'^ — Dr. R. A. Prior, Popular Names of British Plants. " Strew 
me the ground with daffadowndillies." — Spenser, Shep. Cal. 140. 

43. S. *' Eglantine," a word of doubtful origin. Chaucer \iTites 
it r^-hUrf and tg/<fj/in. Fr. aiflan/itr^ Prov. <7;^A^«//m2=:wild rose. 
Diez derives it from Lat. acul<us=z3i prickle, through the adj. acu- 
len:us. 

43. g. Feverfew [P%'r(fhrum parikenium), a genus of Compo- 
site plants, common in our gardens, and deriving its name from 
havinc long been employed as a popular remedy in ague and other 
levers, and as an ommenagogue. It appears to possess stimulant 
and tonic properties. It is a perennial plant, and may attain a 



274 Notes and Illustrations, 

43. 15. " Holiokes," in Huloet's Diet. Holy Hoke. Wedgwood 
(Etym. Diet.) derives it from A.S. hoc, Welsh ^(vyjzza mallow, 
and says that it obtained the title of Holy from its being brought 
from the Holy Land, where it is indigenous. 

43. 1 6. " Indian Eie." This was probably a Dianthus of some 
kind (Freneh ceillet\ the same perhaps whieh is now grown in our 
gardens as Indian or Chinese Pink. 

43. 19. Laus tt'bt, "a nareissus with white flowers. It groweth 
plenteously in my Lorde's garden in Syon and it is ealled of divers 
White Laus tibi." — Turner's Herball, pt. ii. b. 2. " It is very diflS- 
cult to aseertain what plant was meant by this name, whieh is also 
mentioned by Turner in his 'Names of Herbes' (1548), and in 
his 'Libellus ' (1538), where there is a long disquisition coneeming 
it. It may be Narcissus poeticus^ L., as Mr. B. D. Jaekson supposes 
in his reprint of the * Libellus * or possibly N. hiflorus, L." — Note 
by Mr. J. Britten. 

43. 20. ** Lillium eum vallium," the " Lily of the Valley," in Lj^e 
Lyllie Conuall, and also termed May Blossoms, May Lyllies, and 
Lyryconfancy. 

43. 23. " Nigella Romana." The Nigella Damascena, Linn., a 
favourite old-fashioned garden annual, still to be met with in 
gardens under the names of ** Love-in-a-mist," or " Devil-in-a- 
bush." 

43. 24. " Pansy," or Paunee, Fr. pmsie, thought. Aecording 
to Dr. Johnson the name is derived from Lat. panacea, but there is 
no evidence of the plant ever having been so ealled, or having been 
regarded as a panacea. It has received more popular names perhaps 
than any other plant, both in our own and in foreign languages. 
The following are some of the quaint titles given to it : " Cull me 
to you," or ** Cuddle me to you," " Love and Idle," ** Live in Idle- 
ness," ** Love in Idleness " (originally ** Love in idle," i>. in vain) ; 
" Love in idle Pances," ** Tittle my fancy," " Kiss me, ere I rise," 
" Jump up and kiss me," " Kiss me at the garden gate," " Pink 
of my John," " Herb Trinity," and " Three faces under one hood," 
from the three colours combined in one flower. It was also ealled 
** Hearts-ease," and ** Flame flower" (M. Lat. Viola flammea). 

Heartsease, a term meaning "a cordial," as in Sir W. Scott's 
Antiquary, ch. xi., " Buy a dram to be eilding and claise, and a 
supper and hearts-ease into the bargain," given to certain plants 
supposed to be cardiac : at present [applied] to the pansy alone, but 
by Lj-te, Bulleyn, and W. Turner, to the Wallflower equally. — Dr. 
R. A. Prior's Popular Names of British Plants, whieh see for an 
account of the origin of the name. 

43. 31. " Sops-in-Wine," the Clove Gilliflower, Dianthus ccuyo- 
phyllus, L., so ealled from the flowers being used to flavour wine 
or ale. Cf. Chaucer's Rime of Sir Thopas, B. 1950: 
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superficiem terrae adherente." Pliny (lib. xxv. c. 13) says that it 
takes its name from causing the eyes to water when applied to 
them, as smoke does ; . 

" Take youre laxatives 
Of lauriol, centaure, ^nd fumytere,^* — 

Chaucer, Nonnes Prestes Tale, 143. 
See Burton's Anat. of Melancholy, pp. 432-3 and 438, ed. 1845. 

44. 17. " Woodrofe," spelt according to an old distich thus : 

" Double U, double O, double D, E, 
R, O, double U, double F, E." 
It derives its name originally from the Fr. fvur=a, wheel, dimin. 
rouelle, the leaves being set on the stems so as to resemble the 
large rowels of ancient spurs. 

45. 2. "Archangel." This is Archangelica officinalis^ the stalks of 

which " were formerly blanched and eaten as Celeri The 

gardeners near London, who have ditches of water running through 
their gardens, propagate great quantities of this plant, for which 
they have a great demand from the confectioners, who make a 
sweetmeat with the tender stalks of it cut in May." — Martjm's ed- 
of Miller's Gardener's Dictionary. It is still sometimes grown in 
gardens for use in the above-mentioned manner. According to 
Cogan (Haven of Health, p. 71), it will cure the bite of a mad dog. 

45. 6. According to Cogan " Cummin " was extensively used for 
washing the face, it having the effect, if not used too often, of 
making the complexion clear ; if used to excess, it caused paleness. 
He continues, " In Matthiolus (lib. 3, cap. 60) I reade a practise to 
be wrought with Cummine seedes, and (as I thinke) hath been vsed 
in time past of Monkes and Friers. They that counterfait holinesse 
and leannesse of bodie, doe often vse Cummine seedes in their 
meates, and be perfumed therewith." — Haven of Health, p. 47. 

45. 8. " Detanie." Dittany {Origanum onttes, Linn.) was com- 
monly cultivated in gardens at this period. Gerard, p. 795, says 
it is "a hot and sharpe hearbe," and speaks of it as biting the 
tongue. 

46. g. Gromell, Grummel, or Graymyle, as Turner sajrs it should 
be written, from granum soli's and milium solis together. ** That is 
al one," says the Crete Herbal, ^^ granum solis and milium solis." 
The common gromivell or gray millet, Lithospermum officinale^ Linn., 
was formerly esteemed as a remedy for the stone and other diseases. 
In a treatise on the virtues of plants, written in the 15th century, 
Roy. MS. 18 A. vi. f. 766, the following description is given: 
** Granum solis ys an herbe }*at me clepyj^ gromel, or lyjewale : thys 
herbe haj^ leuys J^at be euelong, and a htvl white flour, and he hab 
wh)-te seede ischape as a ston that me clepy^ margery perl. 
Cotgrave gives " Gremil, grenil, the hearb gromill^ grumnuU^ or 
graymilU peare-plant, lichewall." The word is derived by Skinner 
'* a granis sc. lapideis, qu4t pro seminilms hade/, q^. gramU^^ — Way, 
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specific against poison, the bites of venomous creatures, etc. ; but 
probably it was so called because " rue " means " repent." Cf. 
also Richard II. Act iii. sc. 4. 105 : 

" Here in this place 
ril set a bank of rue, sour herb of grace." 

46. 22. " Bots." " Pease an beanes are as danke here as a dog, 
and this is the next way to give poor jades the hottest — Shakspere 
King Henry IV. Act ii. sc. i. ** Begnawne with bots^ — ^Taming 
of Shrew, Act iii. sc. 2. 

" Sauin." " It is often put into horses' drenches, to helpe to cure 
them of the bots, and other diseases." — Parkinson, Paradisus, p. 607. 

46. 23. " Stitchwort," spelt Sttch-wuri in Mayer and Wright, Nat. 
Antiquities, 1857, and given from a thirteenth century MS. as the 
translation of ** Valeriane." Supposed to possess the, power of 
curing a pain or siiich in the sides. — See Gerard's Herbal, 1597* 
p. 43. Siellana Holosiea^ Linn. 

46. 25. ** Woodbine," not a bine that grows in woods, but a creeper 
that binds or entwines trees, the honeysuckle. A.S. wudu-winde 
and wudu'bind, from wudu=:z3, tree, and windan, bindan^=to entwine. 
In Shakspere (Mids. Night Dr. Act iv. sc. i) it seems to mean the 
bittersweet : 

" So doth the woodbine the sweet honeysuckle 
Gently entwist." 

46. 2. "Gregorie." "This day (12th March) seems to have 
been much used as a date for agricultural observances : cf. 37. 3. 
In connexion with this it is worth while to note the Suabian sapng, 
* Siie Erbsen Grcgori * (sow cabbage on St Gregory's Day). See 
Swainson's Weather Folklore, p. 168." — Note by Mr. J. Britten. 

46. 3. ** Mastiues and Mungrels." Although the influence of a 
ver}- patriotic sumptuary tax has diminished the number of dogs, 
we have still * thousands too manie.' [This may with truth be said 
even still.] However, as Lent now makes little difference in the 
mode of living, which it certainly did in the earlier period of the 
Reformation, our dogs are not driven by our meagre fare to prey 
on the lambs : and therefore need not be particularly watched on 
this account. — ^L Mastif is deri\'ed from O. Fr. «r«'j///"= a 
mongrel ^^Cotgrave). In the Craven dialect a great dog is still 
caUcvi a mas/v. See note to 10. 19, 

l\v ** hooke or by crooke " occurs in Spenser, Faery Queene, Bk. 
V. Canto 2. stanza 27 ; also in Hevwood's Works, 1562, reprint 1867, 

46, S. No trees appear preferable to willows for fencing hop 
grounvls ; and none are said to be worse than elms, as they attract 
mil Jews. — ^L 

46. 12. •• What better to skilfull/' etc.. that is, what can be more 
protitable to the expn^rienced farmer than to know when to be bold, 
that is, 10 venture the early sowing of barlev ? 
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edges, which gain in short is a cheat, although a very customary 
one. — T.R. 

48. 8. "Within these fortie yeeres we shall haue little great 
timber growing aboue fortie yeeres old ; for it is £ommonlie seene 
that those yong staddles which we leaue standing at one and twentie 
yeeres fall, are vsuallie at the next sale cut . downe without any 
danger of the statute, and seme for fire bote, if it please the owner to 
bume them." — Harrison, Part I. p. 345. " There is a Statute made, 
35 Henry the 8, and the i Eliz. for the preseruation of timber trees, 
Oake, Ash, Elme, Aspe, and Beech : and that 1 2 storers and 
standils should bee left standing at euery fall, vpon an acre." — 
Norden's Surveyor's Dialogue, 1607, p. 213. On the decrease in 
woods, etc., in England, see Harrison's Description of England 
(New Shakspere Soc. edit. F. J. Fumivall, Part I. p. 344) and 
Norden's Surveyor's Dialogue, 1607, p. 214, in the latter of which 
one cause is stated to be the large number of hammers and 
furnaces for the manufacture of iron, and the quantity of charcoal 
used in the glass-houses ; there being, as he says : " now or latelj 
in Sussex, neere 140 hammers and furnaces for iron, and in it, 
and Surry adjoyning 3,400 glasse houses : the hammers and furnaces 
spend, each of them, in every 24 houres 2, 3 or foure loades of 
charrcoale." — p. 215. "There is a Law in Spaine, that he that 
cuts down one Tree, shall plant three for it." — ^A Treatise of Fruit 
Trees, R. A. Austin, Oxford, 1657, p. 128. 

48. II. ** Leaue oxen abrode," etc. The Author of Tusser Redi- 
vivus is supported in his reading of this line by the edition of 1597, 
which has " leaue not oxe abrode." The sense, however, may 
possibly be, "keep oxen at a distance, for fear of injuring the 
young' shoots. ^^ Springe or ympe that commeth out of the rote." 
— Huloet's Abcedarium, 1552. "Keep from biting, treading un- 
derfoot, or damage of beasts whereby mischief may be 

done to the Springs, during the time limited by the statute for 
such kind of wood." — Brumby Lease, 17 16, in Peacock's Glossary, 
E. Dial. Soc. 

48. 14. " Meet with a bootie," etc., that is, as we say, find some- 
thing which was never lost. 

48. 16. Wanteth=is without, does not keep. 

48. 22. " Waine her to mee." Perhaps=: waggon, that is, drive, 
carry her to me," but it is a forced expression. 

" Such maister such man." Another form of the proverb is, 
"Trim. Tram ; like master, like man." "Tel maitre, tel valet" (Fr.). 

49. Compare with Tusser*s description of the faults to be avoided 
in the making of cheese the following extracts on the same subject : 

" Now what cheese is well made or otherwise may partly be per- 
ceiued by this old Latine verse : 

Non nix, non Argos, Methusalem, Magdaleneve, 
Esaus, non Lazarus, caseus ille bonus. 
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fit to be cut up for gate latches, a use to which it is often applied." 
Other writers represent it as most suitable for making wheels for 
wheelbarrows. 

49 r. " Argusses eies." The mythical Argus, sumamed Panoptes 
(the All-seer), had a hundred eyes ; he was placed by Juno to guard 
lo, and at his death his/ eyes were transplanted to the peacock's 
tail. 

49. I . To fleet or skim the cream is a verb still in use in East 
Anglia, and the utensil used for the purpose is termed a fleeting- 
dish. "I flete mylke, take away the creame that lyeth above it 
whan it hath rested." — Palsgr. ** Esburrery to fleet the creame 
potte ; laid esburriy fleeted milk ; maigne^ fleeted milke or whaye." 
— Hollyband's Treasurie. ^*Yq floied too nie"=you skimmed off 
too much of the cream. 

49. 3. If cheeses are full of eyes, it is a proof that the curd was 
not properly worked. 

49. 4. Hoven cheese is occasioned by negligence in breaking 
the curd ; and therefore Cisley deserves to be driven to creeks^ or 
holes and comers, for her idleness and inattention. — M. 

49. 5. Tough or leathery cheese may arise from its being set 
too hot, or not worked up, and the curd broken in proper time. — M. 

49. 6. Various causes may bring on corruption in cheese, such 
as the use of beastings, or milk immediately after calving, moisture, 
bruises and such like. 

49. 7. Hairs in cheese can only arise from inexcusable careless- 
ness, or from Cisley's combing and decking her hair in the dairy. 

49. 9. Magget the py=the magpie, a pun on the word magget, 
in its two meanings of i. a maggot, 2. a magpie, commonly called in 
Prov. Eng. magoi-pie^ maggoty-pie^ from magy maggotz=zMeg, Maggie 
'=.Margery\ Margaret^ and pie ; Fr. margot, old dimin. of Marguerite^ 
and common name of the magpie. The line, therefore, reads, 
** If maggots be crawling in the cheese, fetch magget the py." 
'* Pi€y meggatapie." — Cotgrave. Cf. Shakspere, Macbeth, Act 
iii. sc. 4, 125. 

49. 10. " Cisley, in running after the Bishop in passing, as was 
the practice in former times, in order to obtain his blessing, might 
accidentally leave her milk on the fire ; and on her return, finding 
it burnt to the pan, might probably curse the prelate for her mishap, 
which conduct deserved correction, or a left-handed blessing from 
her mistress." So Dr. Mavor. Mr. Skeat remarks in reference to 
it : ** That stupid stor}- makes me cross ; it is such an evident in- 
vention, and no soul has ever adduced the faintest proof of any 
such practice. The allusion is far less circuitous, viz. to the bishops 
who burnt people for heresy. That they did so is too notorious." 
The following extract appears strongly to bear out Mr. Skeat's 
view : " When a thynge speadeth not well we borowe speach and 
say * the byshope hath blessed it,* because that noth}'nge speadeth 
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for weeding, a paier of tonges made of wood and in the farther end 
it is nicked to hold ye wede faster .... yf it be drye wether then 
must ye have a wedying hoke with a socket set upon a lytle staffe a 
yard longe. And this hoke wolde be wel steled and grounde sharpe 
bothe behynde and before. And in his other hande he hath a 
forked stycke a yarde long." The whole account of weeding in the 
"Boke" is very quaint. In former days thistles were gathered 
from the corn for the feeding of cattle, and the left hand of the 
reaper was guarded with a leathern glove : there is an entry among 
the expenses of the Priory of Holy Island for 1344-5 of "gloves 
for 14 servants when they gathered the tythe com, ^s. 8</." See 
Johnston's " Botany of the Eastern Borders."— Note by Mr. J. 
Britten. 

61. II. "The May weed doth bum" {Anihemis coiula, L.). The 
juice of this plant is possessed of an acrid blistering property which 
renders it extremely noxious to reapers. The irritating effects are 
produced in a still greater degree by the seed when ripe, and are 
mostly manifested in the lower extremities, from the close adhesion 
of the seeds by their rough surface, aided by the friction of the 
shoe, causing first abrasion, then active inflammation, and even 
ulceration. Dr. Bromfield (Flora Vectensis) says : " I have been 
repeatedly assured by the peasantry that they have known men in- 
capacitated for work, and laid up, from the injurious operation of 
this noxious weed, for days together in harvest time." 

" The thistle doth fret." Fitzherbert (Boke of Husbandry) says : 
** The thystell is an yll wede rough and sharpe to handle, and 
freateth away the comes nyghe it. 

•* The fitches pul downward." The hairy tare, Vicia hirsuta^ L. 
Fitch = vetch. 

" The cockle," Lychnis GiihagOy L. " Cockole hath a large smal 
[ji'r] leafe and wyll beare v or vi floures purple colloure as brode 
as a grote, and the sede is rounde and blacke." — Fitzherbert, Boke 
of Husbandr}'. 

** Boddle." The corn marigold, Chrysanthemum segetum, L., more 
usually called boodle or buddle in the East of England ; in Kent, 
yellow bottle ; in Scotland, gools, gules, or goolds, in allusion to 
the colour of the flower. This is a very noxious weed, the non- 
extirpation of which in Scotland was formerly a punishable offence : 
certain persons (hence called " gool-riders ") were appointed to 
ride through the fields on a certain day, and impose a fine of three 
shillings and fourpence, or a wether sheep, for ever}' stalk of the 
plant found growing in the com. The custom is of great antiquity, 
and exists in a modified form at the present day, the fine being re- 
duced to a penny. Linnseus states that a similar law exists in 
Denmark.— Note by Mr. J. Britten. 

61. 13. Buckwheat, Dutch boekweit, Ger. buckwaitzen, from the 
resemblance of its triangular seeds to beech-nuts, a name adopted 
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be holpe with great pylys of alder rammed downe, and with a 
frame of tymbre called a crossaundre {fotucd).** In Caxton's 
Mirrour of the World, Part II. c. 22, it is said, "understande ye 
how the erthe quaueth and shaketh, that somme peple calle an erthe 
quaue, by cause they fele the erthe meue and quaue vnder their 
feet." " Quaue myre, foundriere crouliere^ — Palsgrave. Forby 
gives Quavery-mavery = undecided, hesitating. — Way, Note in 
Prompt. Parv., 5, v. Quave. 

61. 25. The meaning is, make your dunghill on the headland, 
especially where shaded with trees and bushes, as they will prevent 
the moisture from exhaling. — M. 

** I see in some meddowes gaully places where little or no 
grasse at al groweth, by reason (as I take it) of the too long 
standing of the water, for such places are commonly low, where 
the water standeth, not hauing vent to passe away, and therefore 
meanes must be first made for the evacuation of the water : for the 
continual standing of the water consumeth the grasse, and makes 
the place bare, and sinketh it. In such a place, therefore, sow in 
the Spring-time some hay-seed, especially the seed of the claver 
grasse,* or the grasse hony-suckle,* and other seeds that fall out of 
the finest and purest hay : and in the sowing of it, mingle with it 
some good earth ; but sow not the hony-suckle grasse in too moist 
a ground, for it liketh it not." — Norden's Surveyor's Dialogue, 
1607, pp. 201-2. Gauls are void spaces in Coppices which serve 
for nothing but to entice the Cattel into it, to its great Damage. — 
T.R. 

51. 29. If the land is overstocked in summer, you may, perhaps, 
be obliged to assist your cattle to rise in winter ; or, in other words, 
** to lift at their tails."— M. Cf. 21. 14. 

61. 32. It appears to have been the custom formerly to allow, in 
warm weather, sleep for an hour or two. In Norfolk we are told 
the practice is not quite obsolete on churning days when the 
mistress and maids get up early ; and likewise among the plough- 
men, where two joumies a day are performed with their teams, and 
an interval allowed for rest. — M. 

** Patch." Cf. Shakspere, Mid. Night's Dr., Act iii. sc. z ; and 
Merchant of Venice, Act ii. sc. 5. 

** Growthed"=irrout-hed=thick head, fat head. Cf. growtnoul^ 
a blockhead. ** Grc^vte naivle come to the King." — Promos and 
Cassandra, p. 81. 

61. 53. Stilling, or distilling, may be a " prett>' feat," but we 
doubt if it is ver>' profitable, and if it' does not furnish a temptation 
to dram-drinking, under the mask of simple and medicinal watirs. 
— M. 

52. o. See note to i ;. S. 

' Clover. 2 TrefoiL 



288 Notes and Illtistratians. 

cesspool. * Paid to John Lavghton in haruest for fetghinge the 
milne becke.* — Kirton in Lindsey Ch. Ace. 1582. George Todd's 
feyin' out the sink hole." — Peacock's Glossary, E. Dial. Soc. 1877. 
To fey a ditch or pond is to empty and clean it ; and the mud 
taken from such places, if mixed with lime or chalk, forms an ex- 
cellent compost for pasture grounds. — M. Cf. Icel. fcegja, to 
cleanse, whence our word is derived. 

63. 19. " Of late yeares also we haue found and taken vp a great 
trade in planting of hops, whereof our moorie hitherto and vnprofit- 
able grounds doo yeeld such plentie and increase that there are few 
farmers or occupiers in the countrie, which haue not gardens and 
hops growing of their owne, and those farre better than doo come 
from Flanders vnto vs. Certes the corruptions vsed by the Flemings, 
and forgerie dailie practised in this kind of ware, gaue vs occasion 
to plant them here at home ; so that now we may spare and send 
manie ouer \'nto them. And this I know by experience that some 
one man by conuersion of his moorie grounds into hopjrards, 
wherof before he had no commoditie, dooth raise yearelie by so 
little as twelue acres in compasse two hundred markes ; all charges 
borne toward the maintenance of his familie. Which industrie 
God continue ! Though some secret freends of Flemings let not 
to exclaime against this commoditie, as a spoile of wood, by reason 
of the poles, which neuerthelesse after three yeares doo also come 
to the fire, and spare their other fewell." — Harrison, Descript. of 
Eng., 1587, p. I ID. ** Lowe and spungie grounds trenched is good 
for hopps, as Suffolke, Essex, and Surrie, and other places doe find 
to their profit.** — Norden, p. 206. Evelyn, Sylva, pp. 201, 469, ed. 
Hunter, asserts that there was a petition against them temp. Henry 
VI., but no record of it appears on the rolls of Parliament. Brewing 
with hops was not introduced here till the reign of King Henry VHl. 
(Stow, Hist. p. 1038.) Btre, however, is mentioned in 1504. (Leland, 
Coll. vi. p. 30, and see Dr. Percy on Northumberland Book, p. 414.) 
— Pegge's Forme of Cur)\ ed. 1780, p. xxiii. See a long note in 
Prompt. Pars., s,v. Hoppe : and also " Pharmacographia,*' p. 496. 

64. 1 1. For wanting at will:=for fear of having none when you 
really want it. 

66. 2, Hay for neat cattle may be made with less labour, and 
more expeditiously than for horses : because, if it is a little mow 
burnt, it will not be the less acceptable to them ; and besides, the 
fermentation it undergoes, if not carried too far, has a natural 
tendency to mellow coarse grass. — M. 

66. 4. Aitse nuouse is French jargon for take precautions. Ill- 
made hay is apt to take fire : if much wetted with rain, to become 
mould V. Hard and fine hav is best for horses : soft and coarse 
hay will bo more acceptable to cattle; while short hay is coveted 
bv sheep. — M. 

66. 0. Thry fallowing, or the third plowing, should be performed 
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66. 20. MaW'bum is occasioned by the Hay being stack'd too 
soon, before its own juice is thoroughly dried, and by Norfolk 
people is called the Red Raw ; not such as is occasioned by stacking 
it when wet with Rain, which is a nasty musty and stinks. — T.R. 

66. 26. Hentzner, p. 79 (quoted in Harrison's Description of 
EnglaAd, ed. F. J. Fumivall, p. Ixxxiv), says : " As we were re- 
turning to our inn (at Windsor, Sept. 14), we happened to meet 
some country people celebrating their Harvest-home ; their last 
load of com they crown with flowers, having besides an image 
richly dressed, by which, perhaps, they would signify Ceres ; Jhis 
they keep moving about, while men and women, men and maid 
servants, riding through the streets in the cart, shout as loud as 
they can till they arrive at the bam." 

** Tis merie in hall. 
When beards wag all." 
This proverb is of great antiquity. It occurs in the Life of Alexander 
(formerly, but erroneously, attributed to Adam Davie), written in 
1 3 1 2, where the words are : 

" Swithe mury hit is in halle, 
When burdes wawen alle." — ^Weber's Met. Rom. 
It occurs also in Shakspere, 2 Henry IV. Act v. sc. 3, and is quoted 
in the Merie Tales of Skelton^ 1567. See also Ray's Proverbs. 

67. 3. In Harrison's Descript. of England, Part II. p. 50 et seq.^ 
there is a long chapter on the cultivation and uses of Saffron in 
England, from which I extract the following : " As the Saffron of 
England, which Platina reckneth among spices, is the most excel- 
lent of all other ; for it giueth place neither to that of Cilicia, 
whereof Solinus speaketh, neither to anie that commeth from 
Cilicia, where it groweth upon the mount Taurus^ Tmolus, Italie, 
/Eiolia, Suilia or Licia, in sweetnesse, tincture and continuance ; so 
of that which is to be had amongst us, the same that grows about 
Saflfron Walden, somtime called Waldenburg, in the edge of Essex, 
first of all planted there in the time of Edward the Third, and that 
of Glocestershire and those westerlie parts, which some thinke to 
be better than those of, Walden, surmounteth all the rest, and 
therefore beareth worthilie the higher price, by sixpence or twelue 

pence most commonlie in the pound The heads of saffron 

are raised in Julie, either with plough, raising or tined hooke ; and 
being scowred from their rosse or filth, and seuered from such 
heads as are ingendred of them since the last setting, they are 
interred againe in Julie and August by ranks or rowes, and being 
couered with moulds, they rest in the earth, where they cast forth 
little fillets and small roots like vnto a scallion, until September, in 
the beginning of which moneth the ground is pared and, all weeds 
and grasse that groweth vpon the same remooved, to the intent 
that nothing may annoie the floure when as his time dooth come 
to rise. These things being thus ordered in the latter end of the 
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67. 3. "The two S. Maries daies," i,e, July 22nd, St. Mary Magda- 
lene's Day, and August 15th, the feast of the Assumption of the 
Virgin Mary. — M. Mr. Skeat suggests that the days meant are 
August 15th and September 8th, the Nativity of the Virgin Mary. 

67. 5. Mustard-seed is very apt to shed, and therefore should be 
gathered before it becomes too ripe. After dressing it is to be 
laid in a soUer or garret. " Soller, a lofte, gamier^ — Palsgrave. 
*' Garytte, hay solere." — Prompt. Parv. 

67. 8. Though all the editions which I have seen read as 
printed in the text, it is evident that Tusser meant exactly the 
opposite, viz. : 

" By day will deceiue thee, etc. 
By great will dispatch, etc." 
Men who take work by the great, that is, by the job or contract, 
are, as experience tells us, naturally anxious to get the work done as 
soon as possible, while those who are engaged by the day as natu- 
rally try to spin out the work as long as they can. According to 
Carr's Craven Glossary^ a Day-work is three roods of land. " Four 
perches make a day-worke ; ten daysworks make a roode or quarter." 
(Twysden MS. quoted by Halliwell.) The latter agrees with 
Norden's statement : ** You must know (says he), that there goe 
1 60 perches to one acre ; 80 perches to halfe an acre ; 40 perches 
to one roode, which is \ of an acre ; ten daies worke to a roode, 
foure perches to a daies worke ; 1 6 foote and a halfe to a perche." 
{Surveior's Dialogue^ 1610.) In Cowel's Interpreter^^ read ^^ Day- 
were of Land^ as much arable ground as could be ploughed up in 
one day's work, or one journey, as the farmers still call it." 

67. 9. ** Harvest lord," the principal reaper who goes first and 
regulates the movements of the rest; Harvest-Lady^ the second reaper 
in the row, called in Cambridgeshire the Harvest- Queen. The rate 
at which the Harvest-lord reaped of course regulated that of the 
others, and therefore Tusser recommends that he should have a 
penny or two extra in order to encourage him to have an eye to 
the loiterers, and to keep all up to the mark. Cf. : 
** At heighe pr}^me Peres lete the plowe stonde, 
To ouersen hem hymself, and who-so best wrou^te 
He shulde be huyred therafter whan heruest tyme come." 
Piers Plowman, ed. Skeat, E. E. Text Soc. B Text, Passus vi. 114. 
The following particulars as to the farmer's expenses at harvest 
time are quoted by Mr. Skeat in his notes to Piers Plowman, C. 
Text, Passus ix. 104, from Sir J. Cullum's Hist, of Hawsted, Suffolk, 
2nd cd. : ** The outgoings [in harvest] were called the costs of 
autumn, and are thus stated. In i388,Twe find] the expences of a 
ploughman, head reaper, baker, cook, orewer, deye, 244^ reapers 
{sic) hired for i day ; 30 bedrepes (days of work performed in 
harvest-time by the customar}' tenants, at the bidding of their lord), 
the men [being] fed, according to custom, with bread and herring ; 
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mown at this period. This was done or paid for by the customarj 
tenants. The price of mowing an acre was 6d^." 

By an " Assessment of the Corporation of Canterbury/' made in 
1594, the following were the rates of wages declared payable: — 
*' Every labourer from Easter to Michaelmas, with meat and drink, 
4^/. per day ; finding himself, 10^. ; and from Michaelmas to Easter, 
with meat and drink, 4</. ; without, 8</. Mowers per day, with noeat 
and drink, %d. ; finding themselves, i^. By the acre, with meat and 
drink, 4</. ; without, %d. Reapers per day, with meat and drink, 6d. ; 
finding themselves, izd, ; by the acre, with meat and drink, 141/. ; 
without, z%d. Plashing and teeming of a quick hedge, zd. per rod. 
Laying upon the band and binding and copping of oats, 8</., bariey, 
I od. Threshers by the quarter with meat and drink, for the quarter 
and making clean of wheat and rye, 5^^., oats and barley, 3^^.; without 
meat and drink, for the quarter and making clean of wheat and 
rye, iid,^ oats and barley, td. Making talewood, the load, 4</. ; 
billets, per 1000, ltd, A bailiff, with livery, £'^ per annum; 
without livery, £1 6s. Sd" — Hasted's Antiquities of Canterbury, 
1 80 1, vol. ii. Appendix. 

"Larges," "usually a shilling" (says Major Moor in his Suffolk 
Glossary). " For this the reapers will ask you if you ' chuse to 
have it hallered.' If answered, yes, they assemble in a ring, holding 
each other's hands, and inclining their heads to the centre. One 
of them, detached a few yards apart, calls loudly, thrice, * Holla 
Lar ! — Holla Lar I — Holla Lar ! — ^j e e s.* Those in the ring lengthen 
out 0-0-0-0 with a low sonorous note and inclined heads, and then 
throwing the head up, vociferate * a-a-a-ah.* This thrice repeated 
for a shilling is the established exchange in Suffolk." ** Largesse 
bounty, handfuls of money cast among the people." — Cotgrave. 
** Crye a larges when a rewarde is geven to workemen, sHpcm vo- 
ci/erare" — Huloet's Diet. 1552. The phrase "crie a largesse" occurs 
in Piers Plowman, B Text, xiii. 449. As to the gloves given to 
harvest-men see above and note to 51. 10. 

67. 1 6. Though barley is generally mown, it is a slovenly practice, 
unless when performed with a cradle scythe. — M. See note to 
16. 14. 

67. 17. ** Dallops," patches of barley which have run to straw. — M. 

67. 22. Tidie means neat ^ proper^ and in season, — M. 

67. 24. ** There finding a smack," i.e. finding a pleasant repast. 

** Doo perish," i.e. cause to perish, ruin : the use of " do " in this 
sense is very common in Early English. 

67. 25. ** Lengthen " here is equivalent to increase the extent or 
produce of. 

67. 26. " Fill out the black boule," etc. I am quite unable to 
explain this line; the "boule of bleith" is evidently the "merry 
bowl," but the epithet black I do not understand. 

67. 30. "Thrifts ladder may clime," i.e. may prosper. Cf. ch.9. 
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brook Sture, for about half a mile square, is noted for its fair which 
is kept annually on September 19th, and continues a fortnight. It 
is surpassed by few fairs in Great Britain, or even in Europe, for 
traflftc, though of late it is much lessened. The booths are placed 
in rows like streets, by the name[s] of which they are called, as 
Cheapside, etc., and are filled with all sorts of trades. The Dud- 
dery, an area of 80 or 100 yards square, resembles Blackwell Hall. 
Large commissions are negotiated here for all parts of England in 
cheese, woolen goods, wool, leather, hops, upholsterers' and iron- 
mongers' ware, etc., etc. Sometimes 50 hackney coaches from 
London, ply morning and night, to and from Cambridge, as well 
as all the towns around, and the very bams and stables are turned 
into inns for the accommodation of the poorer people. After the 
wholesale business is over, the country gentry generally flock in, 
laying out their money in stage-plays, taverns, music-houses, toys, 
puppet-shows, etc., and the whole concludes with a day for the sale 
of horses. This fair is under the jurisdiction of the University of 
Cambridge." — Walker's Gazetteer, ed. 1801. See also index to 
Brand's Antiquities. 

Camden says it was anciently called Steresbrigg, from the little 
river Stere or Sture that runs by it (in his Britannia, under Cam- 
bridgeshire). There have been many guesses at the name and 
origin of this fair, e,g, that of Fuller in his History of the Uni- 
versity, p. 66, concerning the clothier of Kendal. The truth of the 
matter is this : King John granted Sturbridge fair for the benefit of 
the hospital of lepers which stood there [v, decretum Hubert, Arch. 
Cantuar, in Conctl, Londinen, An, 1200. Regn, Johann,\ Spelman, 
ii. 127): in the certificatorium we are told that the keeper of 
the hospital holds twenty-four and a half acres of land in the county 
of Cambridgeshire to maintain these lepers. The Vice Chancellor 
has the same power in this fair that he has in the town of Cam- 
bridge. The University is always to have ground assigned for a 
booth by the mayor. Midsummer Fair was granted to the Prior 
and Convent of Barnwell, for much the same reason that Sturbridge 
was to the Lepers, — ad eorum susteniationem. In the reign of 
Henry the Sixth the Nuns of St. Radegund had the grant of Garlick 
Fair for the same reason. 

** Sturbridge Fair was formerly proclaimed by both the Corpora- 
tion and the University authorities. Originally lasting six weeks, in 
1785 it lasted only three weeks, and now it lasts but one week. A 
very amusing account of its proclamation by the Vice Chancellor 
will be found in Gunning's * Reminiscences of Cambridge.' " — S.N. 
in Notes and Queries, Aug. 25, 1877. 

•• When th' fair is done, I to the Colledg come, 
Or else I drinke with them at Trompington, 
Craving their more acquaintance with my heart. 
Till our next Sturbridg Fair; and so wee part." — 

Brathwaite's Honest Ghost, 1658, p. 189. 
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Gervase Markham, in the First Part of the English Husbandman, 
ch. 6, remarks : — " You may by these usuall observations, and the 
helpe of a better judgement, imploy the fruits of your labours to 
the best profit, and sell everything at the highest price^ except you 
take upon you to give day and sell upon trust, which if you doe, you 
may then sell at what unconscionable reckoning you will." Cf. 
** When drapers draw no gaines by giving day ^ — 

Gascoigne, The Steel Glass, 1094. 

62. 10. "By that and by this;" that is, by anything, or by 
chance. Compare stanza 6, and chap. 67, stanza 5, p. 153. 

62. 17. "A tode with an R" is an elegant euphemism for tardt\ 
the meaning being that a bad husbandman is more likely to receive 
insults and refusals, than compliance with his requests. Compare 
Wycliffe*s translation of Luke xiii. 8, as given at p. 365 of Dr. 
Bosworth's edit, of the Gothic and Anglo-Saxon Gospels, with the 
Versions of Wycliffe and Tyndale, London, 1865. 

63. 6. " Experience should seeme to proue playnely, that Inclo- 
sures should be profitable and not hurtfull to the common wede ; 
for we see the countryes where most Inclosiers be, are most 
wealthy, as Essex y Kent^ Northamptonshyre^ etc. And I have hearde 
a Ciuilian once say, that it was taken for a Maxime in his lawe 
(this saying), * that which is possessed of many in common, is 
neglected of all ; ' and experience sheweth that Tenaunts in common 
be not so good husbandes, as when euery man hath his parte in 
seueralty; also, I have heard say, that in the most countreyes 
beyonde the Sea, they knowe not what a common grounde meaneth." 
— Stafford's Examination of Complaints, New Shakspere Soc., ed. 
FumiN-all, p. 40. 

63. 9. Fitzherbert shows how a township that is worth twenty 
marks a-year may be made worth £^0y and the ground-work of his 
plan is to enclose the land. " By enclosing," he says, •* a farmer 
shall save meat, drink, and wages of a shepherd ; the wages of the 
swineherd, the which may fortune to be as chargeable as his whole 
rent ; and also his com shall be better saved from eating or de- 
stroying by cattle." 

63. 12. Harman, 1567 (E. E. Text Soc., ed. Fumivall, p. 82), 
speaks of " lewtering lusks and lazy lorrelsy^ and in Pierce Plow- 
man's Crede we find in line 750, ** lordes sones lowly to J^o loselh 
aloute," and in 1. 755, "and leue}> swiche /^rrZr for her lowe wordes." 
— See Note in Prompt. Parv. s.v, Lorel. Levins (Manip; Vocab. 
1570) translates lord by fuhulo^ scurra. 

Courts for presenting nuisances are generally the greatest 
nuisances themselves. Under the semblance of justice, they often 
retard its execution. The members, or jury who compose them, 
do not want the power, but they want the indei)endence to act 
right. — M. 

63. 14. **In Bridewell a number be stript," etc* Although all 
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64. 17. "Would' St thou not be glad to have the niggardly 
rascally sheepbiier come by some notable shame." — Shakspere, 
Twelfth Night, Act ii. sc. 5. 

" Who is in this closet ? let me see {breaks it open). Oh, sfieep^ 
biter, are you here ? " — Shadwell, Bury Fair, 1 689. 

64. 18, "Coxcombe:" see Cotgrave, s.v. Effemini, Enfoumer^ 
Fol, Lambui, 

64. 20. Davus is the common name in Terence for the cunning, 
plotting servant. 

64. 21. Thersites, the ugliest and most scurrilous of the Greeks 
before Troy. He spared in his revilings neither prince nor chief, 
but directed his abuse especially against Achilles and Ulysses. The 
name is often used to denote a calumniator. Cf. 

"When rank Thersites opes his mastiff jaws. 
We shall hear music, wit, and oracle." 

Shakspere, Troilus and Cressida, Act i. sc. 3. 

64. 22. " Shall swell like a tode." Cf. 65, 6. 

64* ." To hold a candle to the devil is to assist in a bad cause or 
an evil matter." — Ray. Hazlitt (English Proverbs, p. 407) gives 
" 'Tis good sometimes to hold a candle to the devil." Thus we 
find an anonymous correspondent writing to John Paston : ** for 
howr Lords love, goo tharow with Wyll Weseter, and also plese 
Chrewys as ye thynke in yow hert best for to do ; for it is a comon 
proverbe, * A man must sumtyme set a candel be/or the Devyle ; ' and 
therfor thow it be not alder most mede and profytabyl, yet of ij 
harmys the leste is to be take." — Paston Letters, ed. Gairdner, ii. 73. 

64*. 7. At Canterbury is a representation of Master Shome hold- 
ing up his hand in a threatening attitude at the Devil, who is in a 
boot. 

64*. 8. " False birds can fetch the wind ; " an expression taken 
from hawking. To fetch the wind, to take the wind (Bacon), and to 
have the wind are various forms of the same expression, the meaning 
of which is to gain or take an advantage. We still use the expres- 
sion " to get to windward of another," meaning to get the better or 
advantage of him. Mavor reads, " false words can fetch the wind," 
i.e. slander will spread as though borne on the wind. I do not, 
however, know on what authority he has adopted this reading, as 
the text of 1577 gives ** birds." 

66. The following poem on Evil Tongues is from a MS. of- 
the 15th century, edited for the Percy Soc. by the late Mr. T. 
Wright, 1847 : "A man that con his tong stere. 

He ther not rek wer that he go." 

" Ittes knowyn in every schyre, 
Wekyd tongges have no pere ; 
I wold thei wer brent in the fer, 

That warke men soo mykyll wo. 
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Ittes knowyn in every lond, 
Wekyd tongges don gret wrong, 
Thei make me to lyyn long, 

And also in myche car. 

Jyf a man go in clothes gay. 
Or elles in gud aray, 
Wekyd tongges yet wyl say, 

Wer cam the by therto ? 

Jyf a man go in cloys ill, 
And have not the world at wyl, 
Wekyd tongges thei wyll hym spyll. 

And seyd he ys a stake, lat hym goo. 

Now us to amend God yeve us grace, 
Of repentens and of gud grace. 
That we mut se hys glorius face. 

Amen, Amen, for charyte." 

65. I. There is a smoothness in the versification of this sonnet, 
and a' succession of imagery, though drawn from common 
sources, which we do not often find in Tusser. He has made a 
good use of the figure erotesis, — M. Compare Milton, Lycidas, 45 : 

" As killing as the canker to the rose. 
Or taint-worm to the weanling herds that graze." 

66. I. Janus, an old Italian deity, the god of the sun and the 
year, to whom the month of January was dedicated. 

66. 5. Ver= Spring, iEstas= Summer, Hyems= Winter. 
66. 7. "Delaide ;" so in Spenser, Faery Queene, ix. 30. *' But to 
tUlay the heat," and in Prothalamium 3 : 

" Zephyrus did softly play 
A gentle spirit, that lightly did delay 
Hot Titan's beames." 

66. 9. Alluding to the thirteen revolutions of the moon in the 
year. 

67. It appears from the Books of the Stationers* Company, on 
the authority of Warton (Hist, of Eng. Poetry, vol. iii. p. 428) that 
a licence was granted to T. Hackett, in the year 1562, to print 
" A Dialogue of Wyvynge and Thryvynge of Tusshers with ij lessons 
for olde and yonge." 

67. 2. "Bolted out," a term taken from the language and usage of 
millers, who use the word " to bolt " of the separation of the bran 
from the flour. Cf. Chaucer, Nonnes Prior's Tale, 415 : 

" But yit I can not buli it to the bren^ 
And Spenser, Faery Queene, iv. 24 : 

" He now had boulted all the floure." 
" Time and nature will bolt out the truth of things." — D'Estrangc. 
" To boulte out the truth in reasoning, limare veritatem in disceptatione** 
— Baret's Alvearie. A " Bolting Cloth " is the name in Lincolnshire 
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for a cloth used for sifting meal in mills. See Peacock's Glossary, 
s,v. There was a term " boultings " or ** boltings," used of private 
arguings of cases in some of the Inns of Court. " Boulter, a 
sifter." — Coles* Diet. 1676. 

67. 3. " Could the way to thriue." Could is here used in its old 
sense of knew^ or understood. A.S. cunnan, to know ; ic can, I 
know ; ic cu^e, I knew. 

•*To stay himselfe in some good plot," etc. ; compare 10. 8. 
87. 5. " Of this and that ; " cf. 62. 10. 

67. 6. "The blacke oxe neare trod on thy fut:" a proverbial 
expression, meaning, you have experienced misfortune close at 
home. 

In Peacock's Glossary of Manley, etc. (E. D. Soc. 1877), we 
have: "The Black BuWs trodden on him;" that is, he is in a 
very bad temper. And the following passage from .Bernard's 
Terence is quoted : "Prosperitie hangs on his sleeue; the black oxe 
cannot tread on his foot." 

"Venus waxeth old; and then she was a pretie wench, when 
Juno was a young wife ; now crowes foote is on her eye, and the 
black oxe hath trod on her foot." — Lyl/s Sapho and Phao, 1584, 
ed. 1858, i. 199. 

Mr. George Vere Irving (Notes and Queries, 3rd Ser. xii. 488) 
remarks that this expression is at this day frequently used in 
Scotland in reference to a person who has experienced misfortune. 
See Hazlitt's Eng. Proverbs, p. 359. 

67. 8. " It is too much we dailie heare," etc. This proverbial 
expression occurs in the Townley Mysteries^ p. 86, as — 

"A man may not wive. 
And also thrive, 

And all in one year." 
67. II. " As «(? have bin ; " compare note on 63. 18. 
67. 1 8. "The good wiues husband weares no breech." So in a song 
in the MS. of the 15th cent, quoted above, the heading of which is 
" Nava^ X(>va, sawe vow ever such. 
The moste mayster of the hows werjth no brych." 
The burden of the song being 

" Lest the most mavster wer no brvch." 
67. 20. The same reply is attributed to Thales. See his life in 
Diojrenes Laertius, Bk. i. 26. 

67. 22. " Yvng men, I red that ye be war. 

That ye cum not in the snar ; 
For he is browt in meche car. 

That have a shrow onto his wjrfe. 

In a panter I am caute. 
My fot his py^nnyd, I may not owt ; 
In soK^w and car he his put. 
That have, etc. 
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com, and, in time of need, help her husband to fill the muck-wain 
or dung-cart, drive the plough, to load hay, com, and such other, 
to go to market and sell butter or pigs, fowls or com," it is to be 
presumed that he had in his view the smallest class of yeomen, who 
had no hired servants. 

73. 5. " Reason their cace," that is, gossip and argue over their 
circumstances. 

73. 8. *' Home is home, be it never so ill." Ballad licensed in 
1569-70. Clarke (Paraem. 1639, p. loi) has with us, "home is 
home, be it never so homely." On the other hand, Heywood, in 
his Epigrams, 1562, says : 

** Home is homely, yea, and to homely sometyme. 
Where wives' footestooles to their husbandes' heads clime." 

73. 13. " Familie "=household. Compare chap. 9, st. 12. 

74. 5. "Maides, three a clock," etc. Compare Romeo and 
Juliet, Act iv. sc. 4, 3 — 

" The second cock hath crow'd, 
The curfew bell hath mng, 'tis three o'clock." 
•'Lay your bucks," i,e, get ready the washing tubs. Compare: 
"Throw foul linen upon him as if it were going to huckingP — 
Shakspere, Merry Wives of Wind., Act iii. sc. 3. Buck-basket, 
the basket in which linen is carried to the wash. " Bouck-fatt, a 
washing tub." — Upton Inventories, p. 28. Cf. "And for I can so 
wele wasche and so wele hrnvkcy Godde has made me his chaum- 
berere." — The Pilgrimage of the Life of the Manhode, f. 21^., MS. 
in Libr. of St. John's Coll. Camb. " ' I hucke lynen clothes to 
scoure of their fylthe and make them whyte, le hut. Bucke these 
shyrtes, for they be to foule to be wasshed by hande, huez ces 
chemises^ car elks sont trop sallies de les lauer a sauon^ — Palsgrave. 
* Bu6e, lie wherwith clothes are scowred ; also a buck of clothes ; 
Buer^ to wash a huck^ to scowre with lie ; Buandiere f., a laun- 
dresse, or buck-washer.' — Cotgrave. To buck is to cleanse clothes 
by steeping them in lye : see Buck in Webster, Nares, Wedgwood, 
etc." — Rev. W. W. Skeat, note to P. Plowman, B. Text, xiv. 19. 

76. I. The hours of meals varied at different dates. In the 
Myrour of Our Lady, ed. Blunt, p. 15, we read : " At houre of tyerse 
[9 A.M.] labourers desyre to haue theyr dyner." 

In Chambers's Book of Days, i. 96, we read that Gervase Mark- 
ham, in 1653, makes the ploughman have three meals, viz. break- 
fast at 6 A.M., dinner at half-past 3 p.m., and supper at 6 p.m. See 
also note to 85. i. 

77. 8. In the Library of Caius Coll. Camb. is a volume of Tracts, 
No. 286, one of which, published in 1555, An Account of the 
Cruelties of the King of Spain, has as its motto : " Beware of Had 
I wiste." This is also the title of a poem in the Paradyce of 
Daynty Deuyses, 1578. It is quoted by Sir Simon D'Ewes (Diar}*, 
etc., ii. 366) : 
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dairy to make cheese, and a loaf of bread, of which fifteen were 
maae from a bushel of wheat. Messes of potage made their fre- 
quent appearance at the rustic board." — Knight, Pict. Hist, of 
England, i. 839. 

TO. Harrison gives an account (pp. 153-4) of the following kinds 
of bread made in England : i. Mainchet, ^'commonlie called white 
bread, in Latine Primartus panis^ 2. Cheat "or wheaton bread, so 
named bicause the colour therof resembleth the graie [or yellowish] 
wheat [being cleane and well dressed,] and out of this is the coursest 
of the bran (vsuallie called gurgeons or pollard) taken. The 
rauclcd is a kind of cheat bread also, but it reteineth more of the 
grossc, and lesse of the pure substance of the wheat." 3. Brown 
bread, of which there were two kinds, viz. (a) of whole meal 
unsifted, {b) pollard bread, with a little rye meal, and called Mis- 
celin or Meslin. ** In champeigne countries much rie and barleie 
bread is eaten, but especiallie where wheat is scant and geson." 

81. 2. ** Bales." Halliwell prints this word as bates in his 
Dictionary, defining it as "chidings, reproofs," and giving as his 
authority Hunter's Additions to Boucher. 

81. 3. ** Droie." See Note in Prompt. Parv., s.v. DryvylU and 
Deye, Probably a corruption of droile ; a scullion, kitchen-boy, or 
servant of all-work. — M. Droie also occurs in Stubbes* Anatomie 
of Abuses, 1583. 

84. 2. "In some places it [the malt] is dried at leisure with 
wootl alone, or strawe alone, m other with wood and strawe to- 
githor ; but of all, the strawe dried is the most excellent. For the 
wood dried malt when it is brued, beside that the drinke is higher 
of colour, it dooth hurt and annoie the head of him that is not 
vsed thereto, bicause of the smoake. Such also as vse both in- 
ditVerentlie. doo barke, cleaue and drie their wood in an ouen, 
thereby to remooue all moisture that shuld procure the fume, and 
this malt is in the second place, and with the same likewise, that 
which is made with dried firzc, broome, etc. ; whereas, if they also 
be occupied greene, they are in maner so preiudiciall to the come, 
as is the moist wood.** — Harrison, Description of England, ed. 
F. I. Furnivall, Part I. p. 157. 

84. 0. See Note on ch. 19. 39. 

85. I. ** The husbandmen dine at high noone as they call it, and 
sup at seuen or eicht.** — Harrison, Part I. p. 166. 

85. 5. Though all the standard editions read " chaps walking," 
may it uv^t be a misprint for ** chaps wagging," that is, mouths 
craving .* — M. 

85, 1 0. ** Knough is a plentie/* Cf. ** Mesure is medcj-ne Jouj 
Is'^Nv nuvhe uTue." — l^ers Plowman. Passus i. 55. "But mesure is 
a n\c:i nuive, )\ni5 men mo^^he jome." — Richard the Redeles, E.E. 
Tex; Svv\, i\{. Skeai, ii. 139, *' Measure is treasure.*' — Dyce's 
Skol:v^u» li. i;S. 241. ** Enough is as good as a feast." — Gas- 
^vi^ncs l\vs4cs» 1575* 
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.. .\: :he Bessey, was dressed for the occasion 

. . :;k: another, who was the fool of the pageant, 

, .^. Mih skins, and wore the tail of some animal 

> -Mck. While the rest danced, one of these odd 

^ . .. .uoni; the spectators, rattling a box, and collect- 

... viis: and it is said that whosoever refused to pay 

. » ■ -M^jgcd to his door and the soil of his threshold 

1'h'C. Hist, of England, ii. 894. 

^.•. ..'.vie." The Hen is hung at a Fellow's back who has 

■ ^v ^L* Bells about him, the rest of the Fellows are blinded, 

■v-...^iis in their Hands, with which they chase this Fellow 

. .; ibout some large Court or small Enclosure. The 

. . i.s Hen and Bolls shifting as well as he can, they follow 

. . lui sometimes hit him and his Hen, other times, if he 

•v .• ;ikI one of them, they thresh one another well favour'dly : 

. ^ >t is, the Maids are to blind the Fellows, which they do 

.^ : Vprons, and the cunninir Baceaires will endear their Sweet 

N %ith a peeping ho!e, while the others look out as sharp to 

. I. After this the Hen is boii'd with Bacon, and store of 

. .vvc* and Fritters are made. She that is noted for hinir a Bed 

, ■. .my other Miscarriage, hath the nrst Pancake presented to 

^*ilK•h most commonly f:iHs to the Do^'s share at last, for no 

. *»iil own it their due. — T.R. 

" Let gkid Shrove Tuesday bring the pancake thin 
Or fritters rich with apples stored within." 

Oxford Sausage. 
90. 5. *' Wake Pay." The Wake-day is the day on which the Rirish 
, -Kiu-h was dod:v.M:ov^ called So. V-eLaiise the Night before ::. ir.ry 
**x K* used to \v.::^h :ill M.rr.ir.g In the Church and feasted all the 
ay. \N..K:r.g :r. ::-e v.r.:-.rv:r. w:;> .e:t en because c: s:™r 
t^iisfs, ar..: wi- <eo hero :: ^^;.^ Cv:r.ver:o.i to wakeing a: '.':.-: 
v,>\on. — l.K. '•^•.:v.:..-.^ :." :::o . ::ur.:>:..i>. ::.oi:gn o: a <::.. nrrc 
im ient or..:::":, wcro the W.."fvi >. I: :..-_i It en the custrr.-.. :r- 

|Vn% /'If*!'''"'*"'" '* .•...— »». -«. •'•..-. Vi.».'r- ■':\- ,■•• -i C'"^* --» ••.-. 

PV UpiC mV ..>>k i. I. V ...-. L »..—>, .^ .. '.■wIt.i.C.-.i... — > •.^.. 

mthp .^■■.-•N -.^. -...• -- ...... ».^. ....... . ^ ^ . ~,.. ,. -«-...-. .- .« - ^_ 

\otional lAi^. :>.-s. :h:> :".;;: ivO -.:< ^,;1>.: a vake. Su:h a ~:::h::: 

■ 

\\\ spc . - V .... ^ . . . t - . . ^ ^ ^» ;.• L ■•>... . *. .. - r . . « w i . '..' * - - _• : . r -* . 

4*mp:v. A ...V . .'• i ..>... ^. ...... ..! L -? 

lllC^fc*- '•■i^ ^ v...>t-v> v>l ».,^..>» A.-L"^V >.. 

.% ■ • * * ■ • 

I rum i * '^ * . .* i^ ..» V *,.... ^ • ^ ^^ > ■-...- ^-. » 

CraiTa , ; .., ; . . » «■ .. s. > .1 ^ : i >. " ...w >. — r 

piuv lot.iN* >. ...» ^. ^— *.»... ...^». V. x-i.^.>^..-.. .-■ .- 

r .,.>».> > .. V • , jv^ <■ ..^ .. ^ . > . v^-.c ... -^ ; . » : - 

nam .* ..> > » .> . .. ; ; / t, t. .•.>?.... .r -- ^. — • ...* 
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Book, p. 173, where Flawnes are stated to be " Cheesecakes made of 
ground cheese beaten up with eggs and sugar, coloured with saffron, 
and baked in * cofyns ' or crusts." 

** Bread an chese, butere and milk, 
Pastees andy?(E2»»^:f." — Havelok, ed. Skeat, 644. 

For flaunes, 

" Take new chese and grynde hit fayre. 
In morter with egges, without dysware ; 
Put powder ]?erto of sugur, I say, 
^oloure hit with safrone ful wele ^ou may ; 
Put hit in cofyns }^at ben fayre. 
And bake hit forthe, I )?e pray." • 

Liber Cure Cocorum, ed. Morris, p. 39. 
90. 6. A goose used formerly to be given at harvest-home, to 
those who had not overturned a load of com in carrying during 
harvest. — M. 

90. 7. *' Fyrmente is made of whete and mylke, in the whiche, 
yf flesshe be soden, to eate it is not commendable, for it is harde 
of dygestyon ; but whan it is dygested it doth nowrysshe, and it 
doth strength a man." — Andrew Boorde's Dyetary, E.E. Text Soc. 
ed. F. J. Fumivall, p. 263. The following recipe for making 
Furmenty is from the Liber Cure Cocorum, ed. Morris, p. 7 : 

Furmente, 

Take wete, and pyke * hit fayre (and clene) 
And do hit in a morter shene ; 
Bray hit a lytelle, with water hit spryng ' 
Tyl hit hulle, with-oute lesyng. 
ben wyndo ' hit wele, nede ]?ou mot ; 
Wasshe hit fayre, put hit in pot ; 
Boyle hit tylle hit brest, ]?en 
Let hit doun, as I \k kenne. 
Take now mylke, and play hit up 
To hit be thykkerede to sup. 
Lye hit up with yolkes of eyren,* 
And kepe hit wele, lest hit heme.* 
Coloure hit with safron and salt hit wele, 
And servys hit forthe, Syr, at )?e mele ; 
With sugur candy \om may hit dowce. 
If hit be served in grete lordys howce. 
Take black sugur for mener menne ; 
Be ware J^erwith, for hit wylle brenne.' 
The following recipes for the manufacture of Furmenty are given 
in Pegge's Forme of Cury, pp. 91 and 121 : i. For to make Fur- 

^ pick. * sprinkle. ' winnow. ^ eggs. * bum. 



310 Notes and Illustrations. 

menty, " Nym * clene wete, and bray it in a morter wel that the 
holys • gon al of and seyt ' yt til it breste and nym yt up, and lat it 
kele * and nym fayre fresch broth and swete mylk of Almandys or 
swete mylk of kyne and temper yt al, and nym the yolkys of e)nyn,* 
boyl it a lityl and set yt adoun and messe yt forthe wyth fast 
venyson and fresch moton." 2. For to make Formenty on a Fische- 
day, ** Tak the mylk of the Hasel Notis, boyl the wete wyth the 
aftermelk til it be dryyd, and tak and colour yt wyth Saffroun, and 
the ferst mylk cast therto and boyle wel and serve y\, forth." In 
Mr. Peacock's Glossary of Manley, etc., we have : " Frumerty, a 
preparation of creed-wheat • with milk, currants, raisins and spices 
in It. 

91. I. To make Aqua Composita, chap. 223: "Take of Sage, 
Hysope, Rosemarie, Mynt, Spike or Lauender leaues, Marioram, 
Bay leaues, of each like much, of all foure good handfulles to one 
gal on of liquour. Take also of Clones, Mace, Nutmegs, Ginger, 
Cinnamon, Pepper, Graines, of each a quarter of an ounce. Liquo- 
rice and Annise, of each halfe a pound : beat the spices grosse,' 
and first wash the herbes, then breake them gently betweene your 
hands. Scrape off the barke from the Liquorice, and cut it into 
thin slices, and punne ' the Annise grosse, then put altogether into 
a gallon or more of good Ale or Wine, and let them steepe all night 
close couered in some vessell of earth or wood, and the next 
morning after distill them with a Limbecke or Serpentine. But 
see that your fire be temperate, and that the head of your Limbecke 
be kept colde continually with fresh water, and that the bottom of 
your Limbecke bee fast luted with Rye dough, that so Ajre issue 
out. The best Ale to make Aqua Composita of is to be made of 
Wheate malte, and the next of cleane Barley malte ; and the best 
Wine for that purpose is Sacke.'* — Cogan's Haven of Health, ed. 
it>i2, pp. 222-3. 

92. 4. A CcKkiu\\ the deri\*ation of which word has been much 
disputed, appears to me clearly to come from the verb to cocker^ to 
Av^, by contraction, as in this passage. A oKkiuy^ therefore, is one 
who has been brought up effeminately, and spoilt by indulgence, 
whether a native of the citv or of the country. — M. 

•• The original meaning of cockniv is a child too tenderly or deli- 
cately nurtured, one kept in the house and not hardened by out-of- 
dvv^rs life : hence applied to citizens, as opposed to the hardier 
inhabitants of the countr\\ and in modem times confined to the 
inhabitants of London. The Promptorium Parvulorima, and the 
auUu^r::ios ciiexl in Mr. Way's note, give ' Cc\na%\ carifotus, delicius, 
ma:x;moirophus ' ; •To bring up like a avMjiy, mignoter,* • Deli- 
cias facore, to play the ..v^Jto .* Cf. • Puer in delidis matris nutri- 

* ^^^- • hclli^ » seeibe. • c«4. » eggs. 

«ii<A: sunnened mntil tender. * wx £ne, coMse. * beat, pound. 
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of ** a folding spoon of gold," and " a pair of small snofifers, silver- 
gilt." — Pictorial History of England, ii. 856. 

98. 4- " Go toie with his nodie." The edition of 1573 reads 
" go toy with his noddy, with ape in the street," and more recent 
editions read " go toy with his noddy-like ape in the street." This 
reading has been adopted by Dr. Mavor. Peacock's Gloss, gives 
" Noddipol a sillie person. * Whorson nodipol that I am ! ' — Bernard's 
Terence, 43. * A verye nodypoll nydyote myght be ashamed to 
say it.* — ^The Workes of Sir Thomas More, 1557, p. 209." 

99. 3. " Fisging." The Rev. W. Skeat, in his note to Rers 
Plowman, C. Text, Passus x. 1. 153, "And what frek of ^ys folde 
fiskt\ )^us a-boute," remarks : " Fisketh^ wanders, roams. As this 
word is scarce, I give all the instances of it that I can find. In 
Sir Gawa}Tie and the Grene Knight, ed. Morris, 1. 1704, there is a 
description of a foxhunt, where the fox and the homids are thus 
mentioned : — 

* & Yi^fyskez hem by- fore * bay founden hym sone ' — 
1./. and he (the fox) runs on before them (the hounds) ; but they 
soon found him. * Fyscare abowte ydylly ; Discursor, discursatrix, 
vagulus vel vagator, vagatrix.' — Prompt. Parv. p. 162. ' Fiskin 
abowte yn ydilnesse ; Vago, giro, girovago.' — Ibid. 
* Such serN'iture also deserveth a check. 
That runneth oxkifi'^king, with meat in his beck [nwir/il].' — 
Tusser, Five Hundred Points, etc., ed. Mavor, p. 286. 

* Then had ever}* flock his shepherd, or else shepherds ; now they 
do not only run fisking about from place to place, . . but covetously 
join living to living.' — Whitgift's Works, i. 528. * Yfyske^ ie fretille. 
I praye you se howe she fysktth about.' — Palsgrave. * Trvtien^ a 
raumpe, fisgig, fisking huswife, raunging damsell.' — Cotgrave. 

* Then in cave, then in a field of com. 
Creeps to and fro, and fisk^/k in and out.' 

Dubartas (in Nares). 

* His roving eyes rolde to and fro, 
Hefiskyng fine, did mincyng go.* 

Kendalls's Flower of Epigranmies, 1577 (Nares). 

* Tom Tankard's cow .... 

Flinging about his halfe aker, fisking with her tail.' 

Gammer Gurton's Needle, i. 2. 

• Fi/ska, to fisk the tail about ; to fisk up and down.* — Swedish Dic- 
tionar\-. by J. Serenius. '//Viia, v.n. to fidge, to fidget, to fisL^ — 
Swed. Diet. (Tauchnitz)." 

100. 3. In the Rolls of Parliament, at the opening of the Pariia- 
meni of 2 Rich. II. in the year 1378, we find — " Qui sont appellez 
B*3d%:rrs sont auxi come chiens qi mangeont les chars crues," etc. 
In the Ancren Riwle .Camden Soc. ed. Morton), p. 86, are de- 
scribed two kinds of fxuUiUrs^ who are defined generally as ** Bac- 
bitares, |»e biie^ o^re men bihinden " ; the two kinds are i. those 
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Practise. In two Bookes. The first intreating of the nse of the 
Rapier and Dagger. The second of Honor and Honorable 
Quarrels," the printer's device has the motto : " O wormes meate : 
O froath : O vanitie : why art thou so insolent." Compare " As you 
Like it," Act iii. sc. 2, 59, " Most shallow man ! thou worm's meat ! " 

112. I. " For fortunes looke." In editions of 1573 and 1585 the 
reading is " For fortune, look." It is evident that these verses were 
written at the time when our author first retired from court, and 
that they were appended to this work long after. They allude to 
recent events, to ** fatal chance," and to other circumstances, which 
would have been obliterated from the mind after the lapse of so many 
years. — M. See Tusser's Autobiography, ch. 113, stanza 14, p. 208. 

112. 4. "Too daintie fed;" that is, to one who has been accus- 
tomed to luxury, and high living. 

112. 5. "If court with cart, etc." If one, who has been a 
courtier, must put up with the life of the country. 

113. 5. " What toesed eares." Toese^ or touze, to worry (as a 
dog does a bear), properly used of the dressing of wool, and thence 
metaphorically, as in Spenser, Faerie Queene, xi. 33, 

" And as a beare, whom angry curres have tou^d:^* 
to the dog who pulls the fell off the bear's back. Cf. the old name 
for a dog, Towzer. Coles renders lose or toze by ** carpo, vellico." 
Baret, Alvearie, 1580, gives, "to Tosse wooll, carpere lanamr 
Compare chap. 99. 4, p. 189, " so tossed with comorants," which is 
spelt toesed in the ed. of 1577, and teazed in those of 1580 and 1585. 
" What robes." The livery or vesiis liberata^ often called robe, 
allowed annually by the college. — Warton, Hist, of Eng. Poetry. 

Penny-ale is common, thin ale. It is spoken of in Piers Plow- 
man, ed. Skeat, Passus xv. 1. 310, as a most meagre drink, only 
fitted for strict-living friars. It was sold at a penny a gallon^ while 
the best ale ^^^s four pence, 

" Peny ale and pod}Tig ale she poured togideres 
For labourers and for lowe folke, fat lay by h}Tn-selue." 

Piers Plowman, B. Text, Passus v. 220. 
113. 6. " Sundrie men had plagards then." See remarks in 
Biographical Sketch. 

" The better brest," etc. On these words Hawkins, in his Hist, 
of Music, ed. 1853, ii. 537, remarks: "In singing, the sound is 
originally produced by the action of the lungs, which are so 
essential an organ in this respect, that to have a good breast was 
formerly a common periphrasis to denote a good singer" Cf. 
Shakspere, Twelfth Night, Act ii. sc. 3, " By my troth, the fool 
hath an excellent breast." Halliwell quotes : 

" I syng not musycall 
For my brest is decayd." — Armonye of Byrdes, p. 5. 
Ascham, in his Toxophilus, says, when speaking of the expediency 
of educating youths in singing : " Trulye two degrees of men, 
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P: ^ , .^-us be triable and detenninable in Conit 

R . ,..^ many suits, more of evil will and malice 

.iiin^, to the manifold vexation and no little 

.juiis of the said city and counties, and also to 

>^ «ciion of all the Courts Baron in the said 

^ ...ciiient remedy be provided in this behalf; the 

x:n^ considering the premises, by the advice, 

«v jubresaid, hath ordained and established, that 

. icnceforth there shall be but six common attor- 

., .. v.\>unty of Norfolk, and six common attomies in 

. . w>i' Suffolk, and two common attomies in the said 

, :. to be attomies in the Courts of Record ; and that 

.•x.itcon attomies shall be elected and admitted by the 

;>iK"es of our Lord the King for the time being, of the 

V *iiL and best instructed, by their discretions." East 

•^10 frequently called " Barrators," that is, incitors to 

X .\b>. harder, to deceive, cheat). 

j^ .. •* Diram sell." West Dereham Abbey, near Downham, 

V oundcd by Hubert Walter, Archbishop of Canterbur}-, for 

.:.vitatensian canons. 

;i • 7. Faiersted, a parish about four miles from Witham, and 

ui author's birthplace. 

Mil. .11. The plague, to which Tusser evidently alludes, according 

^i.iiiiand, raged in London in 1574 and 1575. It must have been 

,»c.v\jut'nt to 1573, as the edition of that date does not contain 

:,x sM the following stanza. 

U3. 32. This and the preceding stanzas were first introduced in 
a%* oilition of 15 So. 
US. ^'i' Cf. •* The rank is but the guinea stamp, 

A man's a man for a' that." — Bums. 
113. 35. "Cocking Dads." Cf. ch. 95, stanza 5, p. 1S6. 
113. 36. " Of hir or him." See note on ch. 62, stanza 6. 
113. 37. " L'homme propose, Dieu dispose.'' 
113. 31. ** Or for to iet," etc. "The Normane guise was, to 
waike and ;V/ up and downe the streetes, with great traines of idle 
Hcning men following them." — Lambarde's Peramb. of Kent, Re- 
print of 1826, p. 320. ** J^d::K^ along with a giant-like gate." — 
Tom Tel-Troth's Message, New Shak. Soc. ed. Fumivall, p. 125. 
•* RoiTue. why winkest thou ? Jenny, whyyV.Vcj/ thou .- " — R. Holme, 
Namo> of Slates. Bk. iii. ch. v. p. 265. *' /.Vw, That no scholler be 
out of his coilejre in the night season, or goe a Jfeiiing^ and walke 
the strootos in the night season, unlesse he goe with the Proctors, 
uppon the payne appointed in the ould Statutes of the University, 
which is not moaie. And they declare that it is the auncient custome, 
that the Proctors shall not goe a J<:iin^^ without the licence of 
the Vice Chancellor, unlesse it be in Time of some suddayne 
danger or occasion." — Cole's MSS. vol. +2, in the British Museum. 



ADDITIONAL NOTES. 

Those signed J. B. are by Mr. J. Britten, F.L.S. 



81. 14. Cotgrave, s.v. Laisser and Houseau^ has an exactly parallel 
expression : ^^ II a laissi ses houseaux, he hath tipped up the heeles, 
or is ready to doe it ; he hath got him to his last bed ; he is even 
as good as gone ; he is no better then a dead man.'' The Catho- 
licon Anglicum also gives "Top ouer tayle, precipitanter \ to cast 
tope ouer tayle, precipitant^ 

34. 21. Turner (Names of Herbes) says the currant tree is called 
" in some places of England a Rasin tree." — J.B. 

87. I. See also Swainson's Weather Folklore, pp. 40-42. — ^J.B. 

89. 5. " Beets," although joined here with *' bleets," no doubt 
refers to the common beetroot, Beta vulgaris, Linn. Gerard had 
the "White or Yellow Beete" in his garden. — ^J.B. 

89. 16. This is no doubt Helminthia echioides, Linn., of which 
Parkinson {Paradisus) gives a good description and figure under 
this name, and says, " The leaves are onely used ... for an herbe 
for the pot among others." Lyte's reference is to some other plant 
which has "a purple flower." — J.B. 

89. 20. The first portion of the note on p. 266 refers to a Crypto- 
gam called Liverwort, having nothing to do with the plant meant 
by Tusser. — J.B. 

89. 22. It is still much grown in some districts, as in Lincoln- 
shire (where it is called " Marquerry "), being boiled and eaten as 
spinach. — ^J.B. 

89. 24. The plant referred to in the quotation from the Prompt. 
Parv. is not that meant by Tusser. — J.B. 

89. 30. Lupton (Book of Notable Things, v. 89) speaks of 
" Primroses, which some take to be Daisies." — J.B. 

89. 40. The wild tansey is not Tusser*s plant. — J.B. 

40. 17. " Sea holie." £ryngium maritimum, L,inn, ** The leaves 
are good to be eaten in sallads." — Langham's Garden of Health. 
" The young and tender shoots are eaten of divers cither raw or 
pickled." — Parkinson, Theatrum Botanicum, 1640, p. 988. — ^J.B. 

43. 4. " There are many sorts of Colombines, as well differing 
in forme as colour of the flowers, and of them both single and 
double carefully noursed up in our gardens, for the delight both of 
their forme and colours."— Parkinson, Paradisus, 1629, p. 271. — J.B. 

61. 32. Compare the expression in the Paston Letters, i. 390, 
" Writan in my slepyng tyme at after none, on Wytsonday." 

66. 44. " For Mihelmas spring," that is, " for fear of injuring the 
young plants, etc., at Michaelmas." 

67. 3. There is no doubt Mr. Skeat is right ; compare " Centory 
must be gotten betweene our Lady dayes." — Langham's Garden of 
Health. The date is not uncommon in Herbals. — ^J.B. 
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Those words which occur only in the edition of 1557 are marked with an asterisk. 

The references are to the Chapters and Stanzas ; thus, 36/23 ^f^^^^ P^i^ S^i 

stanza 23. The usual abbreviations are used. 



Ad, 36/23, ^* *^P' ^^^« 

Addle, 61/6, v. increase in bulk. — T.R. 
Icel. odlask = to gain, earn. * *Adylle, 
adipisci, ac^uirere" — Cath. Angli- 
cum. 

Adae, 3/8, int. adieu, farewell. 

Aduise, IO/41, s. care, notice. "Take 
aduise of thy rent" =make prepara- 
tions for paying your rent, by laying 
by for that purpose. 

Afoord, 99/4, V. afford. 

After claps, 49/^, s.pt. disagreeable con- 
sequences. 

Whane thy frende 78 thy foo, 
He wolle tell alle and more too ; 
Beware of after clappes t 

MS. Lansd. 762, f. 100. 

After crop, I8/20, v. extract a second 
crop from the land. 

Aile, 35/31, V. affects, is the matter 
with. A.S. egian, 

Aker, IO/14, s. acre. 

Alexanders, 40/ 1, s, pi. the horse 
parsley. ^^ Alexandre^ the hearb 
great parsley, Alexanders or Ali- 
saunders." — Cotgrave. SeeLyte's 
Dodoens, p. 609. 

All in all, 4/2, the principal point. 

Alley, 16/35, s. paths, walk. 

Allow, 33/30; Alow, I6/32, V. pr. t. 
recommend, approve of. O. Fr. 
alouer, from Lat. laudare. 

Aloft, 33/56, adv. up. 

Alowe, 1 14/2, adv, low down, deep ; cf. 
113/23. Cf. **Why somme be 
alorwe and somme alofte.'* — P. 
Plowman, B. Text, xii. 222. \ 

Ambling, 95/2, adj. trotting, cantering. 

Amends, IIO/58, s. reparation,; amend- 
ment. 

Amisse, 89/13, adv. amiss, wrong. 



Amitie, 9/i8, s. friendship. 

Andrew, 48/i9, St. Andrew's Day, 30th 

November. 
Among, 1/5, adv. at times ; 27/4, ^cr 

among = constantly, always. 
Anker, 13/5, ^' anchor. 
Annis, 45/i, j>. anise. Lat. anisum, 
Anoieng, 48/ii, v. injuring, damaging. 

O. Fr. anoier, from Lat. nocere. 
Anue, l^lyj, adv. anew, again. 
Apeme, 1 7/4, s. an apron. Fr. naperon, 

a large cloth, from Lat. nappa, O. 

Fr. appronaire—2i woman's apron ; 

appronier^z. blacksmith's apron. 

** Barmeclothe or naprun." — 

Prompt. Parv. 
Aqua composita, 91/i, see note. 
Araid, 48/22, pp. kept in order, regu- 
lated. O. Fr. arraier. A.S. ge- 

radan =to get ready. 
Arbor, 35/45, ^' ^^ arbour. O. Fr. 

herbier, 
Armer, 2/4, s. help, assistance. 
Arse, 51/4, J. buttocks, hind part. A.S. 

earst cers. 
As, ^Ij^T, which. 
Assai, 1/4, s. trial. O. Fr. assoL 
Asunder, 17/ii, v. break asunder or 

in pieces. 
Atchiue, 69/ 1, v. finish, complete. O. 

Fr. achiever. 
Athit, 16/6, adj. (?). "ill-breeders."— 

Mavor. Ill-conditioned. — Wright's 

Prov. Diet. 
A too, 17/9, adv. in two, asunder. 
Attainted, 75/8, pp. tainted; the ex- 
pression "touched" is also in use. 

O. Fr. attaint, from Lat. attingere. 
Attonemet, IO6/11, s. atonement. 
Auke, 62/13, adj\ unlucky {lit. back- 
ward, inverted, confused). "Awke 
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or wronge, sinister.^* — Prompt. 

Parv. 
Aumbrie, 76/2, s, cupboard, pantry. 

Sec Prompt. Parv. s.v. Awtfubry. 

L. Lat. almonarium. Sec also 

Wedgwood, s.v. Ambry. 
Auailes, p. 2, v. pr. t. is useful or profit- 
able. 
Auens, 39/i, s. herb bennet— ^«/w ur- 

banum. Welsh afans. The roots 

gathered in the spring and put into 

ale give it a pleasant flavour. 
Auise Avouse, 66/4, **is French jargon 

for assure yourself, take care. — 

Mavor. 
Auouch, 10/12, V. own, acknowledge. 

"I'll avouch it to his head."— Shak. 

Mids. Night's Dream, i. I. 
Awe, 66/2, s. August. 
Ayer, I6/20, s, air. 



B. 



Baggage, 2I/21, s, foul stuff, perhaps 
from Fr. bagasse. 

Baggedglie tit 16/6, worthless beasts, 
baggagely. 

Bales, 8 1/2, s, //. chidings, reproof. 
Halhwell has this word, misspelt 
baics, as from Hunter's additions to 
Boucher. 

Bailie, 10/ 18, s. bailiff, steward. Lat 
bajulus. Fr. bailli. 

Baiting, 80/2, feeding, eating. 

Balke, s. "What is in some places 
called a mier bank, being narrow 
slips of land between ground and 
ground." — T.R. A.S. bale. Welsh 
vah\ a strip of land. ** A balke or 
banke of earth ranged or standing 
up betweene two furrowes." — Ba- 
ret's Alvearie. Halliwell, s.v. Balk, 
refers to this passage and explains 
Balke as a piece of timber. 

Ball, 9<5,2, s, a common name for a 
horse. In the Prompt, it is applied 
to a sheep, and in the Privy Purse 
expenses of Henry VIII. p. 43, to 
a dog. 

Band, 56 17, s. bands or ropes of straw. 

l^ndes, 9 24, J. bonds, engagements. 

Bandog, 10 19, j. a dog alwa)'s tied up 
on account of his fierceness ; ac- 
cording to Bewick a species of 
masiitf crossed with a buU-dog. 
Dutch handkond. 

Bane, Sl.o, s. poison. 



Bane, 46/23, '• ^^ '^•S* hana. O. 
IceL bani. 

Banish, 9/29, v, free, clear. 

Banket, 28/3, v, pr, t, feast, banquet 

Barberies, 34/3, s. barberry ; berberis 
vulgaris, Linn. 

Barberlie, 6I/4, adv, like a barber. 

Bare, 74/6, adj. uncouer your bares 
strip the clothes off and whip yon. 

Bardie, 66/23, j-. barley. 

Bargaine, I6/3, s. contract, agreement. 

Barth, 33/20, /. shelter. "Barth, 
ground floor, floor." — Spurrell's 
Welsh Diet. " A warm place or 
• pasture for calves or lambs. — Ray. 
'* A place near the farm-house well- 
sheltered. "—T. R. 

Bartilmewtide, 67/47, ^t* Bartholomew's 
Day, 24th August 

Bassel, 42/ 1, Bazell, 6O/34, s, basil, 
much used in cookery, especially 
in France. Ocytnum basUicum. — 
Gerard's HerbalL So called prob- 
ably from its being used in some 
royal (/ScuriXuroy) medicine or bath. 

Baulme, 42/2, s. balsam, contracted 
from I^t balsamum. 

Bauen, 67/33, ^- ^'g^* loose fiiggots. 
O. Fr. bafie-2^ faggot " Baven, 
the smaller trees whose sole use is 
for the fire." — Skinner. 

Bayted, 64»/7, pp. baited. 

Beare off, 17/2, v. ward off, keep off 

Beare out, I6/10, v. keep ofl^ protect 
from. 

Beares, 20/ 1, v. pr. t. provides, furnishes. 

•Bease, 57, s. pi. beasts, cows. 

Beastlie, 20/2, adj. stupid, careless. 

Beath, 23/9, ^- to place before the 
fire, to straighten by heating. 

Beck, 46/28, s. beak. 

♦Beclip, 30, V. anticipate, surprise. 

Bedstraw, I9/40, s. clean straw. 

Beene, 6I/22, j. property, wealth. 
Fr. bien. 

Beere, 96/84, ^' ^Jer. 

Beetle, 22/i, s. a wooden club or 
mallet, its head hooped with iron, 
and studded all over with nails, 
used for splitting wood. 

B^jjerie, IO/40, /. b^;ary, poverty. 

Begilde, 57 27, Beguilde, IO/56, pp. 
cheated, disappointed. 

Bcgon, 99/5, //. begun. 

Bchoouing, 2.r5, tf^'. belonging, proper to. 

BellifiilU 46/27, s, sufficiency, satisfac- 
tion. 
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Brail, 77/11, V, quarrelling, scolding. 

BralUng, IOI/4, ^j' branding, quarrel- 
some. 

Brank, 19/20, x. Buck- wheat Polygo- 
num fagopyrum, **'Brafue^ bearded 
red wheat "—Cotgrave. **Brafue" 
occurs in Pliny*s Hist Nat xviiL 
c 7. 

Brat^ 81/6, s. pi, children. 

Brauling, 48/ 15, s. quarrels, contention. 

Braue, 94/2, adj. fine, grand. 

Brauerie, 9/ 12, s. show, boast. 

Brawne, 31/2, s. brawn, originally the 
flesh of the wild boar, but used for 
flesh generally. O. Fr. br€um^ 
braion, 

Brawneth, 1 6/22, v, pr. t. fatteneth. 

Breaching, 2/ii, s, breaking, breach. 

Breadcome, 19/20, x. '* leguminous 
crops."— Wright's Diet. 

Breaker, 95/2, s. horse- breaker. 

Breaketh his credit, IO/37, fails to do 
what he has promised. 

Breakhedge, 15/36, x. trespassers and 
others who break down fences, or 
make gaps in hedges. 

Breathely, 33/38, adj. worthless. See 
Halliwell, s.v. Bretheling. 

Brecke, 16. 16, x. breach, gap. A.S. 
brecan^ to break. 

Breede, IO/31, v. cause, generate. 

Breeders, 12/2, x. pi. good time for 
breeding. 

Breeding, 2/ 10, x. origin, source. 

Breers, 1 1 3,2, x. //. briars, thorns, hence 
troubles and difficulties. 

Bremble, 36/23, ^' bramble, briar. 

Brest, 11,7, r. nurse. 

Brest, 113 6, x. voice. See note. 

Breth, IO7/4, x. breath. 

Bribing, 10/ 27, v. thieving, stealing. 
"I bribt, I puU, I pyll."— Pals- 

rve. See Mr. Skeat^s note to 
Plowman, xxiiL 262. 

Brineth, 75,8, v. pr. t. cure with brine 
or salt. 

Brooketh, 94/ 10, v. pr. t. endures, 
allows. 

Brothell, 10 '20, v. riotous, dissipated. 
Sec Halliwell, s.v. Brethel. 

Bro\*-s, 33 II, feed on, nibble. O. Fr. 
brcmsUr from broust^ a sprout. 
•* Vode forth abroade unto the 
greenewood to bnru-u or play.'' — 
Spenser, Shop. Cal. May. ^^ Brcrvse^ 
or meat for beastes in snowtyme. 
IVxtu."— Uuloct. 



Bruc, 15/33, V. brew. A.S. bnwan. 

Brush, 17/l4,x. underwood, brushwood. 

Brushed cote, 49/^, a beating ; cf. " a 
dusted jacket." 

Buck, 6O/13, X. buckwheat Dntdi 
boekweU. 

Buckle, 96/84, ^' «"/• prepare, get 
ready ; cf. bttckU to. 

Bucks, 74/5, X. pi. a quantity of linen 
washed at once, a tub-full of Hnen 
ready for washing. BouckfaU, a 
washing-tub (Unton Inrentories, 
p. 28). Lay your bucks =get your 
linen ready for washing. 

Buglas, 39/5, X. bugloss, Lycopsis arven- 
sis, Linn. 

Buie, 3/8, v. ; Buieng, 66/4, buy. 

Bulchin, 33/36, x. a bull-calf. 

Bullimong, I9/30, x. a mixture of oats, 
peas and vetches, or buckwheat 
Possibly a corruption of Lat. pul- 
nuntum, i 

Burch, 92/4, ^- ^^ ^d, birch. 

Burrage, 39/7, x. borage. Borago offici- 
nalis. The flowexs were supposed 
to be cordial and excitative of 
courage, esp«3ally if infused in 
wine ; whence the derivation Celtic 
borr, pride, borrack, a haughty 
man. 

Burs, 63/i6, s.pl. the burdock. *^Bourrt, 
the downe or hairie coat, where- 
with divers herbs, fruites, and 
flowers are covered." — Cotgrave. 

Bushets, 37/19, s.pl. small shoots from 
bu^es. 

Busht, 42/1, adj. thick, spreading. 

Buttrice, 17/4, X. a farrier *s tool used in 
shoeing horses to pare the hoofs. 

Buttrie, 89/5, x. pantry, cupboard. 

Buzard, 46/28, x. buz^uxL 

By and bie, 57/1$, adv. presently. 



C. 



Cabben, I6/23, ^' house, sty. 

Cace, 67/26, X. case, point 

Cadow, 46 28, x. jackdaw. " Cadast, 
Daw, Jackdaw." — Cotgrave. 
'*Cad-dow, a Jackdaw or Chough, 
Norfolk."— BaUey's Diet See note 
in Prompt Parv., s.v. Cadaw. 

Calling, 9/1, X. station in life. 

Camamel, 42/3, x. Camomile. Lat 
chanutfndum. Greek x"/*"*A">^^» 
earth-apple, from the smell of its 
flowers. 
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able person. A.S. ceoti^ a freeman 
of the lowest rank. 

Cinqfile, 45/5, ^* cinquefoiL PotentiUa^ 
Linn. 

Clap, 10/22, s, blow, stroke; "at a 
clap ' =at once. 

Clapper, 86/25, ^' ^ rabbit burrow or 
warren. " Cony hole or clapar^ 
— Palsgrave. "A f/a/J^ for conies, 
i.e. a heap of stones, earth, with 
boughes or such like wherinto 
they may retire themselves."— 
Minsheu. Fr. clapier, L. Lat 
ciapa. 

Clarie, 39/9, <f* meadow sage. Salvia 
praiensis. 

Clauestock, 17/20, j. a chopper for 
splitting wood. 

Cleerely, I6/25, adj, clear. 

Clicket, 77/9, «'• chatter. " If I dis- 
turb you with my clicketten, tell 
me so, David, and I won't."— C. 
Dickens in David CoppeHield. "A 
tatling huswife, whose clickd\s ever 
wagging." — Cotgrave. 

aim, 66/23, '* ^ Clement. 

Clime, 57/30, r. climb. A.S. climban. 

Clod, 113,37, J. earth, hence = landed 
property. 

Clog, 89/1, X. charge, duty. 

Closet, 14 3, X. retirement, seclusion. 

Closeth, 62/5, c'./r. /. incloses, fences in. 

Qosier, page 2, s. enclosures. Fr. 

Clot, 33 24, J. clods. A. S. dHJ. 

** Cloddc or clotte lande, a.yi».'' — 

Huloct. 
•Cloughted, 89, //. See Clouted. 
Clout, 67 16, J. piece of cloth. A.S. 

<*/«/, a little cloth. Mid. £ng. 

r«V««/, cIutiaHy ciuH^n, to ftatch. 
Clouts Cloutes, 17 io» x. an instrument 

similar to the pic^cst^sff, shod with 

iron and used for breaking large 

clods, etc. 
Clouted, 17 6, /y. " ha>*ing the Axle- 
tree armed with Iron plates." — T.R. 

O. Fr. t'^.'tt/t, dimin. of f«»w, a 

nail, from Lat. i\4Ki$s, See Nares, 

s-v. Clout. 
Coast, 63 7, /. country, district. O. Fr. 

•%v.V, fr\>m Lat. «v>fjli, a rib, side. 
Coast man, 36 22, s. masters ol coasting 

vessels. 
Cc^bKe. 74 5, r. *«f/. patch, mend. 
CvX'k. x^S 4. r. mr' put into cocks, or 

small stacks. * 



Cocking, 95/5, adj. over-indulgent 

Cockle, 46/13, f. the weed corn-rose, 
Agrosiemmagithago, Linn. Cockle 
or Cokyl is used by Wydiffe and 
other old writers in the sense of a 
weed generally. 

Cockneies, 92/4, s. pi, spoilt or effemi- 
nate boys. See note, and Halliwell, 
S.V. Cockney. 

Cocks, 57/16, s. pi, small conical heaps 
of hay or com. 

Codware, 19/26, s. all plants that bear 
pods (or cods) ; peas, beans, etc. 
" Pescodde, escosse de poixJ* — 
Palsgrave. A.S. codd, Welsh, 
cod, cwdy a small bag. 

Coeme, Coome, 17/7, •f* ^i measure of 
half a quartern. A.S. cumb, — 
Somner. " There is no such word 
in A. S. as cumb ; it is one invented 
by Somner, so that the (so-called) 
A.S. cumb is really derived from 
Eng. anmib,^^ — Note by Rev. W. 
W. Skeat. 

Cofer up, 10/61, V. to hoard up, lock 
up. 

Cofers, I6/4, s. pi. money-boxes. 

Cog, 63/14, V' cheat, defraud. " Cog 

a dye, to load a die." — Cotgrave. 

'• A cogger, uh pipeur. To cogge, 

piper:' — The French Schoole- 

master, 1636. 

Coile, 4/1, J. Imstle, hard woric ; cf. 
Fr. cudUe, a mob, tumulL 

Cold, 91 2, adj. cooling. 
' Cole, 67.31, J. turf, peat. 
' Colewort, 39 loi, s. or coUet, cabbage. 
' Brassica oleracea^ Linn. 

- CoUembines, 43 4.x.//. columbine. Lat. 
I cdumbiMA, adj. from columba^ a 

I pigeon, from the resemblance of 

' Its nectaries to the heads of pigeons 

in a ring round a dish, a favourite 
de%-ice of ancient artists. — Dr. R. 
A. Prior. 
' Comfort, 19 19, X. strei^th, fertility. 

Commodities, 37 17, s. pi. advantages. 

Compact, 111 I, pp. composed. LaL 
c^mpacins, from compango, ** Love 
is a spirit all compact of fire.** — 
Venus and Adonis, 149. 

Compas, 47 3. x. manure, compost. 
O. Fr. ofmpMt^ from Lat. compo- 
sxium. 

Compassing, 56 i, x. mannrii^. 

•Compast, 1 1 , pp. manured. 

Tompocnd, ll,r.aH;^. 
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3rd May, beine the feast of the In- 
vention of the Holy Cross. 

Crowe, 46/9, '■ crowbar. 

Cubboord. 89/5, x. cupboard. 

Culters, 17/10, s,pL coulters. 

Cumbersome, 10/ 13, adj* troublesome, 
vexatious, oppressive. 

Cummin, 46/6, x. cumin, a plant re- 
sembling fennel, cultivates! for its 
seeds, which have a bitterish warm 
taste, and are used like those of 
anise and carraway. Arabic kam- 
mAn. Hebrew kammdn, 

Cunnie, 36/25, x. rabbit. 

Currant, IO/44, adj, current coin, good 
coin. 

Currey, 64*/2, r. gain by flattery. On 
the origin of this phrase see 
•* Leaves from a Word- Hunter's 
Note Book," by Rev. A. S. Palmer, 
p. 63. 

Custome, 77,'i, x. custom, habit ; of 
custome = as a matter of course. 

Curtesie, 9,8, x. courtesy, respect. 



D. 



♦Dabblith, 27, r*. /r. /. make wet and 

dirty. 
I'Hids SSb 5, X. //. fathers. 
l>afladondiUi«, 43 7, x. //. daffodils. 

Xarvissus /sfuJ*>narcifsus^ Linn. 
l'>aieth. 62 S, t*. /r. /. names some 

future day for payment, tV. buys on 

cn>Ut. 

" llw' ini>$t<' jvxrt of my drbtte« hav« 

AdU th^T ihjkt wvT« Dot rrdy I have 
(rntlv Ju*^.'" 
Waj^efs Cruell Debler, 1566. 

•Dainty, 94, aJ'\ ditftcuh. lit. choice, 
excellent. 

rjiltv>i>!s 5"! 5. X. /k,*. ** A patch or bit of 
j:Tv"»unvl Iving here and there among 
the cv>rn.**— T.K. 57 17. "Tuf:> 
of cv>m such AS are cv^mmop.ly seen 
where vlun^-heaw have sto^xi too 
!o::j;. or in shao.y places.** — T.R. 

Dam sens* J4 ^ x. .V. vUaisons, c\^n- 
;rac:^l t:om .c".r^«jj;.v^i^ = the /\j- 

iXirxr. - "•. r. ram, ;:r.evv. A S ijcr», 

• «^A * % - 

i*y /^-i-nii. •* I>jirr.?ri* or I-raye 
.« V"^* N>< a*x^ ca**;\i Kav^." — 
IVvi^xrux Ne>«e Het*^*!*., 157^^ 



Darth, 68/24, x. dearth, deamess of 
food, etc. 

•Daunger, 90/8, risk. 

Daw, 99/2, X. simpleton, sluggard. 

Day, 67/8, x. day-work, time-work. 

D«id, 78/4, adj. flat (beer). Cf. "PaUyd, 
as diynke, emartuus.^* — Prompt. 
Parv. 

Deaw, 66/48, X. dew, damp. 

Deckt, 106/2, pp. adorned, beautified. 

Defende, 86/7, v. avoid, prevent. 

Deintily, I9/37, adv. dearly. 

Delaide, 66/7, //. tempered, mode- 
rated. 

Delue, 21/19, V. imp. dig. A.S. dei/^ dd- 
fan^Xo dig, from Goth, dailjan — 
to deal, divide. Cf. Ger. thai, 
£ng. dale. 

Deluing, 86/17, pr. p. burrowing. 

Depart, IO/56, v, imp. give away, part 
with. 

Descant, 68/5, v. comment O. Fr. 
desckanUr, from L. Lat. discaniare. 

Despaire, 67/ 10; Dispaire, 68/9, x. 
injury, damage. 

Despight, 106 12, X. despite. 

Det, 1 13;3&, X. debt. 

Detanie, 45 8, x. Dittany or Pepper- 
wurt, apparently a corruption of 
Lat. dictamnus^ of which Dodoens 
says : — ** It is fondly and unlearn- 
edly called in Elnglish Dittany. It 
were better in following the Doache- 
men to call it Peppcrwurt." — Book 
V. c. 66. Welsh DditUiin, 

Dew-retting, 16 25, x. steeping flax by 
leaving it out all night 00 the grass. 
See Water-retting. 

Diall, 68 7. X. sundial. 

Dible, 46 24. x. a planting or setting 
stick, a dimin. oidxd^dip and allied 
to ft*=a sharp point. ** Dt66yli, 
or settyug stj-cie.** — HnloeC. 

Dicing;. 10 40, x. gambling. 

DivialU 17 19. x. '* A triangular spade, 
as sharp as a knife, cxcdient to 
Kink ditches, where the earth is 
li^h: and pestered with a sedgy 
n^sed."— T.R. 

l>tde, 113 U. r. i^ /. died. 

Di^:est. 1 1 4. r. qaiet, sooth. 

Di^ht, 23 I a, //. pcepored, treated. 

Dike, 3 7. x. ditch, dike, fence. A.S. 
Dil*.. 44 V ^- dill. A <. .»:, AmiJkium 



328 



Glossary. 



Endiue, 91/2, j. endive. 

£nuite» I6/32, v, inyite, call. 

£r, 66/21, <idv, ere, before*. £r an= 
ere than = before that. 

Erecting, 1 / 1 , /r. /. sustaining, strength- 
ening. 

Erie, 67/1 1 ; Ery, I8/17, adj, every. 

Estate, 10/3, s. condition, position. 

Etch, 36/3, <f* stubble, edish, q.v. 

Exceotions, 19/2$, x. //. differences, 
aistinctions. 

Exeltred, 17/6, adj, furnished with an 
axle-tree. 

Expulsed, 1/4, V, pi, /. expelled, drove 
away. 

Extolst, 111/6, V, pr, /. praise, extol. 

Ey, 99/2, X. attention, forgetting his 
eye = neglecting his duty by staring 
or gaping about. See Eie. 



F. 



Fall, 86/32, V. /r. /. are bom. 
Falleth, 20/i, v, pr. /. £dls off, loses 

flesh. 
Fait, 35/43, ^' f^ult. 
Fansies, 2/13, x. fancies, whims. 
Fare, 2/5, x. treatment. 
Fare, 33/33, v. farrow, litter. 
Fare, 10/ 32, v, prosper, &re. A.S. 

faran, 
Famesse, I4/4, x. distance, length. 
Fasting daie, IO/51, /. a day on which 

it wxs forbidden to eat food of any 

description. 
Fat, 18 34, adj, fattened beasts. 
Fat, 67 54, X. vat, >*essel. 
Fats up, 15 2S, v,pr, /. fattens up. 
Fautie, 99 '2, adj, faulty. 
Fauoreth, 52 24, v. pr, /. help, improve. 
Fay, 77 4, X. faith, word. O. Yx.fei. 
Feaw, 56 4S, adj. few, a few. 
Feawe, 60 I. adj. little time, while. 

A.S./iutnr, few. 
Fees, 33 12, x. //. pay, reward. 
Feft. 113 33,//. enfeoffed, endowed. 
Fellowes, 57 9, x. pi. companions, 

mates. O. Icel. J^agi^ a com- 

panion. 
FcUowlie. 10 55, adj, friendly, neigh- 

bourlv. Cf. 

" Mine erps . . . 
FAn..v.V.-tr.> dn>p$.- 
Tempest, Act v. sc. i. 64. 

See also .\bboi*s Sluksperean 

Grammar, ^ 447. 
Fence, 63 2, x. defence, protection. 



Fenell, 89/13, ^* (ennti J^tenicu/um vul- 
gate, 

Fennie, 86/44, ^j- mouldy, vinewed. 
" Maisi ; mouldy, hoary, vinowed.** 
— Cotgrave. 

Ferme, IO/13, x. farm. 

Fermer, 19/i8, x. fanner. 

Fetches, 64/2, x. pL tricks, stratagems. 
Harrison, Descript. of Eng., has : 
"it be a vertue to deal without 
anie suspicious y^A^x,'* p. 115, ed. 

1587. 
Fetherfew, 43/9, •''• feverfew. So named 

from its supposed febrifugal quali- 
ties. K.%.feferfuge, 
Fetters, 17/21, x. //. chains for the feet. 
Fewell, 6O/30, X. fiiel. O.Fr. fouailU, 

from L. Lat focaU^ from Lat. 

focus, a hearth. 
Fide, 21/21, pp, purified, cleansed. 
Fie, 20/21, V, cleanse. Icel. fatgja. 

Cf. Q^T.ftgen, 
Fieing, 63/ 18, v, cleaning out. 
Feying, *' Cleaning a Ditch or Pond, so 

as the water may come clear.** — 

T.R. See Fie. 
Fiemble, 65/8, adj. a corrupti<m of 

femaU, the female hemp. 
*Fierbote, 65, x. the right to take wood 

for burning. See Peacock's Gloss. 

of Manley and Corringham, E.D.S. 
Filbeards, 34/9, x. pi. filberts. Various 

derivations have been given for this 

word : one, the most probable, 

from full and btardy referring to 

the long beard or husk with which 

it is provided : cf. Ger. bart-nust 

—bearded nut. 
Filbellie, 10. '40, x. extravagance in food. 
, Filchers, 10 54, x. //. pilferers. Scot, 
i pilk = to pick. "She has pilkit 

his pouch. ' — ^Jamieson. 
i Filcheth, 68.13, v. pr. t. steals, pilfers. 
j •FUdes, 38, x. //. fields. 
I Fisgig, 77 S, X. a worthless fellow : a 
I light-heeled wench. — Craven. "A 

fi^g, or fisking housewife, trotare^ 

— ^tlowelU i66a Still in use in 

Lincolnshire. 
Fishdaie, 10 51, x. a day in which fish 

is allowed to be eaten, but no flesh. 
Fitchis 53 ii, x. /v^. tares, vetches. 
Fitlv, 92 3, adj. suitable, fit. 
Flack-s 60 16, x. flax. A.S.>Wix. O. 

H. Oei.fiaks. 
Flaies, IS 3 x. /^ flails. 
Flap, 85. 7, X. a stroke with the flaiL 
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Gadding, IO/51, v. goii^ aboat gossip- 
ping. 

Gaffe, 22 18, V. man, gaffer. "For- 
merly a common mode of address, 
Snivalent Xofriend^ neighbour.^ — 
alliwelL 

Gage, 94 13, /. pawn, sweepeth to gage 
= hurries to pledge or place in 
pawn. 

*Gage, 53, v. assert, maintain. 

Galling, 67 31, v. causing sore or bare 
places. 

Gallond, 19/42, /. gallon. 

Gap, 113 20, 5. an opening, cause. 

Gaping, 67/45, P^- /• l«ng greedy, 
grasping. 

Garlike, 21 12, s. garlic. 

Garmander, 42/8, /. germander. Fr. 
gamandrii, from Cat. chamctdrys, 

(iarsong, 33 41, j. boy, lad. Fr.garfon, 

Gasing, 99 /i, /r. /. gazing, staring. 

Gate, 64 17, /. walk, gait 

Gayler, 86 1 1, /. guardian, housekeeper. 

Geanie, 2/6, adj. profitable, useful. 
A.S. g(rgn^ fit, suitable. Robert 
de Brunne in his History of England, 
3376, has, **a gtimr way"=a 
more direct advantageous way. 
Scot, gan^, fit, useSil. Lane 
gaimst way = the shortest cut 

Geld, 15 17, V. castrate, spay. 

•Gentiles, 17, s. pi. gentle-folk. 

Gentilie, 9 14, adz\ kindly, with proper 
respect. 

Gentils, 49 r, s.pl. gentles, maggots. 

Gentlenes, 102/7, J- gentlemanly man- 
ners. 

Gently, 102 '7, adi*. as gentlemen, in a 
gentlemanly manner. 

Gentrie, 113 33, /. true nobility. 

Gesse, 113 i, v. imp. guess, believe. 

Gest, 4 '2, 5. a guesL A.S. gest. 

Get, 9 5, V. earn. 

Gettings, 9 5, s. earnings. 

Giddie braine, IO/23, adj. giddy, un- 
steady. 

Giles, 113 iS. s.pl. traps, deceits. 

Gillet, 50 30, 5. lad. Qtl^V gdU, giolla, 
a lad. Halliuell gives ** an instru- 
ment for thatching " as the mean- 
ing in this passage, but why, I do 
not know. 

Gillian spcndal, 23 18, wastefiil, care- 
less housekeeper. 



Giloflowers, 16/42, s. fi. carnations, 
pinks. Fr. girofUt^ from Lat. ca- 
ryopkyUus, a dare, from the dove- 
like smell of the floweis.— Wedg- 
wood. 

Gin, 10/19, s. trap. 

Ginnes, IO6/22, s. pi. means, contri- 



Ginnic, 90/5, J™>y- 

Ginny, 33,38, s. a name for a filly. 

Mavor reads Jilly. 
Gise, 97/4, /. fashion, way. 

Gloues, 67/9, '• P^- glo^'**- 

God night, 18 '49. A phrase equivalent 
to ** it is all over,** " it is too late. 

Gocf, 66 4, J. the stack or rick. 

Goeler, 46,^ adj, ** The Goder is the 
yellower, which are the best setts, 
old roots (of hops) being red."— 
T.R. A.S. geolnoe. 

Gofe, 66 20, /- rick, stack. In Addit. 
MS. 1295, a Lat. Eng. Vocab. 
written in Norfolk in the 15th 
century, occur " Gtlimo^ to gc^ne, 
Ingelimum, golfe." Palsgrave gives 
** a gotdfe of come.*' 

Gofe ladder, 17/ 1, J. a ladder for hay 
ricks. 

Gole, 114/3, s. goal, prize. 

Goom, 33/59, J. gum. 

Goordes, 41/5, ^- P^- gourds. Lat. cu- 
curbita. 

Gosscp, 94 '7» ^- gossips, companions. 

Got, 113 16^ pp. caught. 

Gotten, 10/4, pp. earned, acquired. 

Gould, 3 '3, s. gold, money. 

Gone, 57 10, pp. laid up in the bam in 
the straw. Another form of Goaf. 
** Goulfe of come, so moche as 
may lye betwene two postes.** — 
Palsgrave. Dan. guh^f = to lay 
com sheaves on the floor, from 
Dan. gulv^ a floor. 

Gouing, 57 23, v. laying up in the bam 
in the straw. See Gone. 

Grafting, 46/lo, s. grafting. O. Fr. 
grafe^ from \jsX. graphium^ a pencil, 
from the resemblance of the graft 
to a ]x>inted pencil. 

Grassebeefe, 12/4, s. beef of an ox 
fattened upon grass. 

Grate, 10 29, 5. prison (grating). 

Greaseth, 68/2, v. pr. t. bribes, en- 
riches. 

Great, 67/8, by great = task or piece- 
work, in contradistinction to day- 
work. 
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Greedie gainfall, 2/13, adj. greedy for 
gain. 

Gieefe, 89/8, s, trouble, worry. 

Gregorie, 46/2. St. Gregory's Day, 
1 2th March. 

Grinstone, 17/8, /.grindstone. 

Gxomel, 45/9, ^' ^^ plant Gromwell. 
Lithospermum arvense^ Linn. 

Grosest, l9/i8, adj, heaviest, thickest, 
Fr. gros, 

Grosse, I8/18, adj, coarse. 

Grossum caput, 95/ 1, a blockhead, 
stupid. 

Grotes, 88/46, s, pi, money (groats). 
L- Ger. grot — a large piece (of 
money), so called because before 
this coin was issued by Edward 
III., the English had no larger silver 
coin than the penny. 

Gruch, 57/19 ; Grutch, 86/2, v. grudge. 
O. Fr. grouchier^ to grumble. 

Grutching, 10/8, s. grumbling. 

Guise, 89/12, ♦Guyse, 6, s. habit, custom. 

Gunstone, IO/19, j. a ball of stone, used 
in heavy artillery before the intro- 
duction of iron shot. — Nares* Gloss. 

Gutted, 46/4, PP- taken oflf from the old 
roots. 

•Gutting, 27, V, cutting up, making 
ruts in. 



H. 



Haberden, 23/12, s. " that kind of cod 
which is usually salted." — Narcs. 
? Aberdeen haddocks. 

Hacking, 53/i5, v. hewing down, cut- 
ting of trees. 

Had I wist, 77/8, lit. " had I known :" 
foole had I wist = foolish and use- 
less r^rets. 

•Haft, 60, V, imp. "Act like a miser, 
be a niggard. The sentence then 
reads * Be not niggardly towards 
God of the goods He sends you.' 
Hafty to grasp (an extension of the 
verb to havi)^ and hence to save, 
be a niggard, is preserved in hajter^ 
a miser, saver ; which see in my 
Notes to P. Plowman, 1. 197, p. 
117. See nine examples of this 
word in Skelton, ed. Dyce, ii. 108." 
—Note by Rev. W. W. Skeat. 
The word, however, seems to bear 
even a stronger meanin?, for 
Cooper, in his ** Thesaurus, 1584, 
has " CauUlay a mocke, a scoffe. 



an haftyng question, a cauill." The 
words '* haft not to godward " thus 
may mean **do not grumble at, 
find fault with, or question the 
justice of what God sends you.** 

Haie, 68/24, ^' ^^y. A. S. haga. 

Haier, 67/5 '» ^' c^o^h made of goats' hair. 

Haile, I6/34, adj. sound, strong. A.S. 
h^ltl. 

Hailoft, 89/6, s. hay-lofts. 

Haithome, 34/28, s. hawthorn. A.S. 
haga^om from ^^(3= hedge, haw. 
Ger. hagedom. 

Hallomas, 23/i, s, the Feast" of All 
Saints. Hallowmas, i.e. All Saints' 
Day, Nov. i, was, in Tusser's time, 
ten days nearer the winter solstice 
than now. 

HaUontide, 21/i. AU Saints* Day, 1st 
November. 

Handsome, 48/i8, adj. useftil, ready, 
handy. A.S. hand^ hond^ the hand. 
Prompt. Parv. gives "handsum, 
manualis.^* 

Handsomly, 2I/24, adv. neatly, trimly. 

Hardhead, 7I/4, adj. hardy, brave. 

Hardlie, IO/50, adv. with difficulty. 

Harlots, 74/4, s. pi. tramps, vagrants, 
or disreputable characters of either 
sex. **An harlott, halator, rusti- 
cus.^^ — Cathol. Anglicum. 

Harmes, I6/15, ^' ^ harm's way, in 
danger. 

Harolds Booke, 113/ii, j.//.the Books 
of the College of Heralds. 

Hart, 19/13, s. strength, fertility. 

Harted, 48/17, //• provided with a 
good heart, or, as we should now 
say, a good bottom ; strengthened. 

•Harthe, 65, s. hearth. 

Hartilie, IO/55, adj. hearty. 

Hartstong, 46/ 10, s. the Heartstongue, 
Ceterach ojffUinarum, so called from 
the shape of the frond. 

Hastings, I8/32, s. pi. an early variety 
of peas, **sooneripe, soone rotten. * 
— D. Rogers' Naaman. 

Hauke, 66/44, s. hawking, falconry. 

Haunt, 67/14, V. follow, pursue, be 
accustomed. O. Fr. hanter^ to 
pursue. 

Haunting, I6/31, adj. frequenting, in 
the habit of coming. 

Hauocke, 77/3, -f- havoc, waste. 

Hawe, 36/13, s the berries of the haw- 
thorn, hips. 

Hawme, 66/14, s. haulm, straw. 



332 



Glossary. 



** Haulm, straw left in an esh or 
gratten ; stubble, thatch. Sax. 
haelme, culmus, calamus, Icel. hal- 
m\ir, pa/ta." — Bish. Kennett's MS. 
Ray gives ** haulm or helm, stubble 
gathered after the com is inned." 
Hazard, 23/ii, s, danger. 
Heale, 19/'37, v. to recover, be cured. 
Healthsom, 11/8, adj. healthy, invigo- 

rating. 
•Heare, 41, j. hair. 
Hearesaie, 2/io, s, hearsay, report. 
Hearie, 49/7, ^J- hairy, ftdl of hairs. 

A.S. Mr. O. Icel. Adr, hair. 
Heate, 76/2, pp. heated, hot. 
Heawers, 47/8, s. pi. woodcutters. A.S. 

kmwan, to cut. 
Hed, 89/9, s. head, mind. 
Hedlonds, 62/17, s. pi. headlands. 
Hew, 112/1, J. colour, "changed hew" 
=have changed, become unfavour- 
able. 
Hew prowler, 86/25. ** Hugh Prowler 
is our Author's name for a night- 
walker."— T.R. 
Hid, 2/1 1, s. care, heed. A.S. hJdan. 
Hier, 23/9, ^' business, duty. 
Hight, 113/3, V. pt. t. was called, named. 
O. Eng. higt, higte. A.S. hAtU 
from hatan^ to call, name. 
Hilback, IO/40, j. cover back, i.e. 
clothes, extravagance in dress. 
Kennett, MS. Lansdowne 1033. — 
Halli well. A.S .^//fl«, /4^■Az«, to cover. 
Hindring, 88/3, v. injuring, damaging. 
Hir, Zb\^\^ poss. pr. their. A.S. hear. 
Hobbard de Hoy, 6O/3, s. a lad ap- 
proaching manhood. ** Hober-de- 
hoy, half a man and half a boy." — 
Ray's Gloss. 
Hogscote, 17/21, J. a pen or sty for hogs. 
Holds, 33/40, V. pr. t. equals, gains 

equal. 
Holiokes, 43/ 15, 5. pi. hollyhocks. 

A.S. holihoc. 
Homelie, I/2, adj. plain, homely, un- 
pretending. 
Hone, 46/9, ^' ** a common rubber or 

whetstone." — T.R. 
Honie, IO6/4, adj. sweet. 
Horehouml, 45/ii, s. horehound. A.S. 
hara-hune^ or possibly a corruption 
of Lat. urinaria^ the plant being 
considered a sovereign remedy in 
cases of strangury and dysuria. 
Horsclock, 17/21, s. shackles Ibr horses' 
feet. 



Horseteeme, 17/io, s. team of hoises. 
Hostis, 10/8, X. pi. entertainers. 
Householdry, 9/ii, x. furniture and 

articles for domestic use. 
Houell, 62/8, x. bam, outhouse. 
Houen, 49/4, pp. swelled. A.S. hehban^ 

hefan (pp. kofen\ to heave, raise. 

O. H. Ger. hevan, 
Hower, IO7/4, x. hour. 
Howse, 67/31, v. imp. house. 
Hoy, 67/13, V. imp. drag, frighten, 

drive away by crying, ** hoy, hoy!" 

Hull, 36/23, -f- holly- 

Huluer, 48/io, x. holly. O. led. kidfr. 

Hurtilberies, 34/13, x. pi. the hurtle- 
berry or whortleberry, bilberry. 

Hutch, 10/47, ^' money chest or box. 
A.S. ^waffa= chest, an unautho- 
rised (? invented) form, due to 
Somner. O. Fr. fumche. 



I. 



♦layle, 88, x. a gaol, prison. 

Ictus sapit, 2/8. Lat. Prov. Sec Notes. 

Indian eie, 43/ 16, x. the Pink, so called 

from the eye-shaped marking of 

the corolla. 
Inholder, 97/ 1, x. innkeeper. 
Inned, 23/19, PP' saved, housed. 
Intreating, 88/5, x. treatment 
Invest, 11/8, v. surroimd. 
Ise, 111/2, X. ice. 
Isop, 42/9, X. hyssop. A name assigned 

in the Authorised Version of the 

Bible to the caper. 
1st, 6/3, is it. 
luie, 60/6, 'luye, 42, x. ivy. A.S. i^- 



J. 



Jack, 17/20, X. a horse or wooden frame 
upon which wood is sawn. 

Jack, 86/ 10, X. a drinking vessel con- 
taining half a pint according to 
Grose, and quarter of a pint accord- 
ing to Pegge, and Peacock's Gloss, 
of Manley and Corringham. 

Jade, 17/3, X. an ill-tempered horse. 

Jantir^, 87/3, ^- driving. Cotgrave 
gives anoUier form of the word in 
English. ^^ lancer vn cheval. To 
stirre a horse in the stable till hee 
sweat witball ; or (as our) to iaunt ; 
an old word." "Jaunt" is found 
in Romeo and Juliet, ii. 5, 26, 
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Lotrnden, 83/2, /. //. washers, laoii- 
dresses. 

LAoender cotten, 42/i2, /. the Garden 
CjTpres, Chama€yiarissus. — Lyte's 
Dodoens, ed. 1578, p. 29. 

LMtender spike, 42/ii, /. spike laTcn- 
der, Lavafidula spica^ from M. Lat 
Uevendula^ from lavare=^ to wash, as 
being the plant used to scent newly- 
washed linen, whence the expres- 
sion of '* laid up in lavender." The 
essential oil distilled from this 
plant, which is nearly allied to the 
common Lavender, is called in 
French Essence d 'Aspic, and in 
English Oil of Spike. It is used 
in porcelain painting and in veteri- 
nary medicine. See Pharmaco- 
graphia, p. 430. 

Lawe, 66/2, s. rule, for a lawe= as a rule. 

Laxe, 19/41, /. looseness, diarrhoea. 
See Cowlaske. 

Lay, 10/60, V. pr. t. plan, try. 

Lay land, 33/49, -f* untilled lands. " I^y 
lande, terre nouvellenient labaurie^ 
— Pal^rave. 

Lead, 66/14, s. a cauldron, copper, or 
kettle. Gaelic iuchd^z, pot, kettle. 
"That stemede as a fomeys of a 
Uede.^^ — Chaucer, Prologue to C. T. 
1. 202. ** Make ]^e broys in ]»e 
led." — Havelok, ed. Skeat, 924. 

Lease, 33/49, /. a pasture. " A lease is 
a name used in some countries for 
a small piece of ground of two or 
three acres." — T. R- O.K. /eswen, 
to pasture, from A.S. /Asu, a 
pasture, Iceswian^ to pasture. 

Leaueled, 46/7, //• levelled, measured. 

I^auens, 89/ 10, 5. pi. the barm and 
meal laid together for fermentation: 
to lay the leavens or leavance — X.o 
put them together for that purpose. 
See Halliweli, s.v. Leavance. 

Leese, 66/47, ^' ''"/• lose, miss. 

Leete, 86/10, s. a manor court. 

Lemmans, 40/2«, s. pi. lemons. Arabic 
laimiin. 

Lent stuffe, 66/36, s. provisions for Lent. 

Lesse, 2/8, s. lease, term. Fr. lais, 
laissementy the lease or instrument 
by which a holding of any kind is 
let (laiss^) to a tenant. 

Let, 67/50, s. hindrance, obstacle. 

Letted, 23/2, //. hindered, delayed. 

Lettis, 39/18, s. lettuce. Lat. lectuea, 
from Greek yoA^ gen. ydXaicTos, 



milk, and fxw, to contain, through 
latUmct^ an <^der fonn (sdll retained 
in Scotland). 



*' Letnce of lac de ti f j e d is perdunace; 
F£or mvlk it hatli orrrrtlh aSaadaiiace." 
Palladins on HnsboDdrie, £. E. 
Text Soc ed. Lodge, 6I/216. 

Leaer, 50/9, ^*^- sooner, rather. A.S. 
Uo/er. 

Lick, 23/6, v. lick themselTes. 

Licoras, 46/13, /. liquoras. 

Licour, 22/23, ^' water, drink. 

Lide, 113/3, ^-P^- ^- lay, was situate. 

Lie in the dost, IO/32, cease, be done 
away with. 

Lieng alonge, 19/2$, lying at a distance. 

Linage, 1 1 3/3, s. lineage, £unily. 

Lightly, 4 6/20, adv. easily. 

Likest, 36/34, adj. most likely, pro- 
mising. 

Lillium cum-vallium, 43/20, s. Lily of 
the valley, or Lily-convally. Lat. 
Lilium convaJlium, a name taken 
from Canticles ii. I, *'I am the 
lily of the valleys." 

Line, 17/5, •'• ^pe (?). 

Ling, 67/36, s. a fish (Lota mohfa) re- 
sembling a cod, but longer and 
more slender. When salted, it is 
extensively used for food in Scot- 
land and Ireland. Fr. lingue^ 
O. Dutch, linghe. 

Liime, 97/3, -f- t^e town of L3mn. "To 
purchase Lynn" seems to have been 
a proverbial mode of expression 
used in ridicule of stinginess.— 
Mavor. 

Linnen, 94/13, ^- linen. 

Litherly, 85/8, adj. lazy, idle. 

Lively spide, 3/2, quickly seen. 

Liuerwort, 39/20, s. so called from the 
liver shape of the thallus. Lyie 
(Dodoens, ed. 1587, p. 41 1) tells us 
it is "a sovereign medicine against 
the heate and inflammation of the 
liver." 

Loiterers, 2/6, j.//. hangers on, depen- 
dents. 

•Lone, 10, J. a loan, grant from God. 

Longing, I6/10, j. desire, what it re- 
quires. 

Longwort, 39/ 19, s. lungwort, Pulmo- 
naria maculosa. 

Looke, 6/1, 10/4, V. look for, seek, 
expect. 

Loose, bllzZy v. pr, t. lose, waste. 

Lop, 33/13, J. the faggot wood of a tree. 



336 



Glossary. 



cottagers in Lincolnshire. This 
plant, the Chenopodmm bonus hen- 
ricus of botanists, bears tender 
young leaves resembling spinach, 
which, when cooked, are bat little 
inferior in flavour to the fine^ 
asparagus. It b a robost-growing 
perennial, and, when once planted 
in deep, rich soil, requires no 
further cultural attention than a 
dressing of well-decomposed ma- 
nure during the winter. 
Mestlen, S7 -21, /. a mixture of wheat 
and rye. ** Mastiljone, bigermen, 
mixta io.^ — Cath. Ai^. ** Framais, 
meslin of oats and barlie mixed." 
'* MfUil, messling or misslin, wheat 
and rie mingled. — Cotgrave. 
Mew, 36 26, /. a cage for moulting. 
Michel, 33 22, Mihel, 67 25, Mihell, 
12/4, s. Michaelmas. The feast of 
St. Michael and All Ai^els, 29th 
September. 
Michers, 10 15, /. //. lurking thieves, 
skulkers. " Mecher, a lytell thefe, 
laronceaur — Palsgrave. Now com- 
mon as a term for a truant. Cf. 
Shak- I Henry IV. ii. 4: "Shall 
the blessed sun of heaven prove a 
micher and eat blackberries. 
Mickle, 6S. i, adj. great, much. 
Mier, 107 4, /. mire, filth. A.S. myre. 
•Mier, 38, Mierie, 113/27, adj. filthy, 

muddy. 
Mihel mas, 57 44, Michaelmas. 
•Millons, 72 V, s, pi, melons. See 

Musk Million. 
Mind, 6S 5, r-. notice, comment on. 
Mind, 63 I, r. pr. t. intend, have in 

mind, wish. 
Minion, 66 4, aJj. pleasant, agreeable, 
favourite. Fr. mi^on. L. LaL mig- 
ncncius^ gratissimus, minna, love. 
Minnekin, 10 20, adj. little, perhaps 
with the idea of the modem con- 
tracted form ** minx." 
Miring, 23 3, Z'. being stuck in bc^s. 
Mis, 16 8, c . want, be vrithout. 
Mischiefe, 23 4, 2: hurt, injure. 
Mischieued, 10 36, adj. unfortunate, 

ruined. 
Misdceme, 30 3, v. misjudge. A.S. 

djTKjfj^ to judge. 
Mislike, 23 16, *•. displease, not suiL 
Mislle, 3;^ 12, J. mistletoe. A.S. misled. 

O.H. Ger. mistU. 
Mitch, 17, 17, adj. large. 



Mite, 63/20, /. the smallest piece. AS- 

milt. 

Mo, 33/57, oify'. more, otheis. A.S. mJ. 

Moether, I7/13, Mother, I6/14, s. a 

girL A woman and her mawther 

= a woman and her danghtcr. 

** Moder, scrrannte or wencli.'' — 

Prompt- Pirv. 

Mogwort, 45/15, '- oui gmi Hi , Artamisia 

tmlgaris, Linn. 
Moik, 4/1, V, to work bard, diudge. 
Lat. moUru, to struggle. '* In the 
earth we wwiU with hmi^er, care 
and paine.'* — Mirror for SAagist. 
ed. 1610. 
Molding, 55/4, V. \xaoiaaD% mnsty, or 

mmildy. 
Mome, 62/3, s. blockhead, fool. " A 
gull, a niimy, a mome" — Florio, 
1 p. 81. "A youth will play the 

I wanton, and an olde man proove a 

momeJ'^ — Drayton, Skdtoniad. 
■ Mone, 67. 1, /. complaint, lamentatioo. 
Mooueth, 94 '7, v.pr. L moves or exerts 
herself, plans. 
i Mother, 16 14, s. a girL See Moether. 
Mouls{»re, 17/i8, s. mole spear. 
Mow, 17 19, X. stack of hay or oocb. 

A.S. muaa. L. Lat. wtugiMtwu 
Mowles, 36, 17, s. pi. moles. 
Mowse, 38 3, ST. pr. I. month, bite. 
Mowth, 57 25, r. eat- 
Muck, 51 13, /. manure. 
Mulley, 57 46, a common name for a 

cow in Suffolk. 
Mungrels, 46 3, s. pi. cur dogs, moo- 
grels. A.S. mencgan, to mix, 
hence an animal of a mixed Inreed, 
a hylwid. 
Musk Nfillion, 40 S, s. the musk melon. 
•* Pickled cowcombers I have 
bought a pecke for threepence, 
and musk mtllions^ there hath 
beene cast five or ^e loads of 
them in one day to their hogs." — 
Taylor's Works, 163a See Lyte's 
Dodoens, p. 590. 
Myslen, 16 11, s. mixed com. Mest- 
lyone or monge come or dra^e. — 
Prompt. Parv. See Dredge and 
Mestlen. 



N. 



Nads, 17 9, s. an adze. 
Xaile, 17 S, J. nails. 
Nail, 17,4, *• ^^ <L^^ 
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paigles. In Suffolk the Cuckoo 
flower. See note. 

Paier, V/i^ s, pair, couple. 

Paine, 3/i, s, pains, trouble. 

Painfull, 77/15, adj\ painstaking, care- 
ful. 

Painfull, 2/13, adj, full of trouble, re- 
quiring care. 

Painte<l, 6/3, //. adorned ; the sfrmo 
omatus of Cicero. 

Paltrie, 67/30, adj, poor, worthless. 

Panel, 17/S, J. a pannier. A pannd 
and iW have this difference : the 
one IS much shorter than the other, 
and raised before and behind, and 
serves for smaller burdens ; the 
other is longer and made for Bur- 
dens of Corn. These are fastened 
with a leathern Girt called a 
Wantye.— T.R. 

Parasites, lO/a;, j. //. flatterers, 
hangers on. 

Pare, 2 7, t*. injure, damage, impair. 

Pareil, 46 '4, pt>, cleaned and cleared of 
all superfluous roots. 

Partition, )>age 2, j. division. 

l\is, 48 6, c. /r. /. care. ** As for these 
silken-coated staves, I pass noL** — 
Shaksjyrnf, 3 Heniy VI. iv. 2. 

Pask, 46 2, /. Easter. Lat. Pascka. 

l\isseth, 102 3, t\ /r. /. think, reflect. 

Pajiticss ^^ 7. s.fi^ pies. 

Patch, ol 32, J. ori^nallya fool, jester, 
here = the fam\ labourer. Ital. 
/*j3tt»\ which Florio y*'New Worlde 
of Wv^rdcs") defines as " foolish, 
fond. mavl. rash, dvXing^, rauing or 
simple. Also a fvv>le, a gull, an 
ivliot, a mad man, a na:urxll." By 
SkHv.e, hv^wifver, it is derived &om 
the ^cvtsu or moilev cxxit of ihe 

Patches, *V? 1, /. ffc\ places when? the 
shcanrr has cu: the skin ctf ihe 
sbocrv, woctxis. 

PA'iac'.c^ i^ i4, A ixjLXfcsies, beairtsease. 
'• Vhcre'> Aticca.'/, tbji:*s Kv 
xKx:u;h»-" — Shaksrerr, Hazil<:, 
iv. 5, 



joj;,:-.^ 



V* 



Pi^xVi-, ^r ^*. r, :v> Isvk this or 5cv-i>, 
*"*^-r-r.v\ Aui^ arvi -^^j. '— 






Peasebolt, I8/38, s. " pease in the Hawm 

or Straw.^*— T.R. 
Peaseetch, 19/5, ■^* ^^^ aftermath of a 

crop of peas. See Etch. 
Peasefed, I8/27, adj. fed on peas. 

Peason, 63/9, j.//. pease. 

" Prick peasoH and beanet, if th j farden 

be dry, 
At chanee of the moone, and in beanti- 
f^skye." 

Almanack, 161 5. 

Peccantem, 35/28. Sec note. 
Peck, 17/12, J. a peck measure. 
Ped, 17/5, s. a pannier, a large capa- 
cious basket^ in which fowls, eggs, 
fish, etc., are hawked about the 
country. Peder, a small £armer 
(Lincoln), " Pedde, idem quod 
panere, calathus." — Prompt. Paiv. 
'* Pedder, revolus^ negociat4»rP — 
Cathol. Anglic. See also Halli- 
well, sub. voc. 
Peeces, 2/7, s. pieces, in parts. 
Peele, 76,6, r. strip. '^Pder. To bauld, 
or pull the haire ofi* ; also to pill, 
pare, barice, unrinde, unskin.*^ — 
Cotgrave. 
Peeler, & 51, x. an impoverisher. 
Peeling, 33,51, s. impoverishing. 
j Pelfe, 66/1, s. apparatus, implements. 
' Peneriall, 39 29, s. penny-royal. MemikM 
fuJeghtm^ from LaL fmldmm rt' 
gium^ through Dutch pciey^ in the 
old Herbals called puliol royed ; its 
Latin name being derived from 
its supposed efficacy in destxxyying 
yfcuj y/tu'ues). See Pliny (b. xx. 
cap. 541. 
Penie, 2 15. x. penny, money. 
Penurie, 9 6, x. destitutiony want. 
Perareplums, 34 iS, s, /^. some variety 
of phmi either lost or unknown Q£ 
not a misprint^. 
Peiotiey, 39 2S, x. panlev. A^S. fieter- 

sAi^f, Lat./wfm«£anrjK. 
Percer, IT 6, x. a piercer, gimlet. 
Pene, IS 4:s. x. perrr. 
Perle. 9^ i^v. x. pearl, jewvi, omamenL 
Per5e=!e::>s>. 41 S, s./k\ parsnips. Spdt 
in i^ cCd hertois Pun^ and Puf- 
«rr, frccn Lax. /kssftmA-A, 
Pescer. 4> 14. r. ov«crowd widi stock, 
abi-cersarec from 0~Fr. empestrer^ 
r." er-tar^Ie tie feet or le^ to em- 
hirTX:Sx frcm Fr. p^siarr-j^^ L.Lax. 
fCw^Trafcw, a icctff by 
xre rce^xsctei 



m 
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Practise, 73/13, i. practice, experience. 

Piactisie, 1^/5, x. condact, practices. 

Praies, 113/io, x. praise. 

Prating, 64/27, x. talldng, chattering. 

Pray, 113/2$, x. prey, booty, plunder. 

Preferment, 10^7, x. advancement, 
assistance. 

Prentise, 92/4, v* apprenticeship, busi- 
ness. 

Prentiships, 60, x. pi, periods of seven 
years, that being the duration of 
an apprenticeship, or *prenticeship. 

Prest, 66/43, adj. ready. 

Prcst, 63/7, adj, neat, tidy. Tusser 
Redivivus says, " An old word for 
Neat or Tight; I suppose comes 
from women being strait-laced." 
Ixal. presto. O. Ft. prest. Ft. prA. 

Prest, 49/8, pp. pressed. Fr. pressor. 

Pretie, 86/7, <ulj. pretty, dainty. A.S. 
pratig. 

Preuenting, IO/62, pr. p. anticipating. 
Lat. prevenire, to go before. 

Price, 113/16, X. renoWn, high estima- 
tion. \JaX,. pretium. 

Pricketh, 11\Tiy V. pr. t. makes proud 
or pufi& up. 

Pricking, 67/ 16, v. embroidering, doing 
fancy worlL 

Pride, 1 9/ 1 2, X. excessive richness. * * The 
ground having his pride abated in 
the first crop." — G. Markham. 

Pric, 35/15, X. privet. 

Prim, 15/42, X. another name for the 
"privet;" called also "prim wort." 

Prime, 14 3, x. the time of the new 
moon, as change is the time of the 
full moon. 

Prime grass, 35/iS, x. earliest grass. 
See footnote. 

Priuie, 10/12, adj. aware, acquainted. 

Priuie, 15 42, X. privet. Ligustrum 
vulgare. 

Procureih, 64/3, v. pr. t. contrives, 
brings about. 

Promooters, 64 1 1, x. //. informers. 

Prooue, 46 i, v. imp. try, have some 
experience of. 

•Prouision, 4, foresight. LaX. providere. 

♦Pullein, 37, Pullen, 87 5, x. pi. poultry, 
fowls. ** Pullayne, poullane, poul- 
lailU." — Palsjgrave. See also 
Pulter. 

Pullet, 63 16, X. chicken. 

Pulter, 21 9, X. fowl keeper or breeder. 
** Pcullaillrr, m. a poulter or 
keeper of pullaine.'^ — Cotgrave. 



Pultrie, 21/9, X. poultry. 
Purkey Wheat, 19/17, maire. 
Porloiners, IO/54, x. pi. thieves, pil- 
ferers. Spdt "/f^oiners " in edit 

of 1577. 

Purse penniles, IO/28, adj. a poise 
without a penny, empty pursed. 

Purslane, 40/io, x. water purslane. 
Portulaca damestica. — Gerard's 
Herball, ed. 1633. From parcdltu, 
a littie pig ; tiie plant being a 
favourite food of swme. 

Put to, 10/30, V. place. 

Puttocks, 38/33, x. //. kites, hawks. 
*• Puttok, bryd, nt^wtf."— Prompt. 
Parv. In 99/3 ^^ meaning is, vo- 
racious fellows. 



Q. 



Quaile, 15/34, v. £eu1. 

Quaile, 91/6, x. be shaken. 

Quamier, 33/56, x. quagmire, bog. O. 
£ng. quavemire. 

Queenes gilleflowers, 43/27, x. tiie 
Dame^ Violet, also called Rogue's 
or Winter gUliflower. Hesperis 
matromdis, L. 

Queere, 113/6, x. choir. " Queere, 
chorus.*^ — Oath. Anglicom. 

Quickset, I8/33, x. quickset hedge. 

Quick setted, 35/45, PP- enclosed with 
a quickset hedge. 

Quieter, 63/22, adv. more easily, quietly. 

Quight, 114/2, adv. completdy, en- 
tirely. 

Quite, 15/7, *'• /''• ^* requite, repay. 



R. 



Rabetstock, 17/201, x. a rabbet-plane, a 
joiner's tool for cutting rabbets. 

Rable, 22; 17, x. crowd, number. 

Rage, 113/35, adj. vrild, dissipated. 

Raise, 9/16, V. stir up. 

Rampions, 40/ 12, x. rampioo, raptm- 
tium. — Gerard's Herball. 

Ranke, 53/17, ^- strong, rank. 

Ranker, 10/6, x. ill-feeling, quaneUing. 

Raskabilia, 10 54, x. packs of rascals. 
Cf. Mid. £ng. reucaUle. " Rascalye, 
or symple puple, pUbs^ — Prompt. 
Parr. 

RaUing, 19/34, x. the rattie. 
'- Rawing, 16:25, x. the aftermath of a 
I Meadow Water.— T.R. "Rawcyne, 
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peas. Supposed to be derived from 
Span. Roncesvalles^ a town at the 
foot of the Pyrenees, where gigantic 
bones of old heroes were pretended 
to be shown ; hence the name was 
applied to anything of a sire larger 
than usual. 

Kunnagate, 7 7/ 17, runaway. "White- 
livered runa^e.^^ — Shakspere, 
Richard III. iv. 4. 

Runt-wood, page 78, foot-note 3, j. 
stumps of underwood. ** Neither 
young poles nor old rttnts are suit- 
able for building." — Holland. 

H>*^^gis, 16/9, j.yV. ridges. 



S. 



Siid» 17/12, adj. disappointed, vexed. 
S;iddlc, S5/37, J. the saddle, riding. 

We still say " a saddle horse," •* a 

cart horse, * meaning a horse for 

riding or carting. 
S.u]e, 113 23« s. sail, bcare low saile = 

to live humbly or economically. 

'* Than l»car so lew a saUy to strike 

to thee '* — Shakspere, 3 Hen. VI. 

v. I. Cf. also 3 Henry VI. iii. 3. 
Sallcts 40 I. J. /i*. salads. 
Sallow, 22 26. X. a species of willow. 

S,Uue, 4 2, /. ointment, salve. 
Sampirv, 40 6i, /. samphire'. Cris\mmm 
«r^«-T>r>M. — lterard*s Herball, 1 633. 

ShakspcDf, l.ear, iv. 6. 
S.ix^r, 10 K\ J. sofnt. inkling. 
Xiu^T. 77 3. X. a ^><'rs4M[i to look after 

ARvl see that things are not wasted. 
Sauetie, S9 35, ,». saxixmry. Fr, .vn-w. 

I At. jurai'rtc, 
Saucr'ie. ^ ju -s-:''- tragaL gained by 

S:;uin. 4i> *2, X. savia. p3i.«rjvnk.f j^»- 

Siws;^. U5 35, ^\ sarxT, iraroiect. 
Sixc^rji^, 44 13, -f- swifra^. Lat. 

,<ti ..-'v^-'j, rrvvEt j5ija.w. a rvxHk. and 

:Sctx>f to vrj55c.'^«^ sCv^cc ua tbe 
-rvT,, ^^.vii bA> :!^f >a:a&e 



Scamble, 6I/7, v. scramble for. 

Scant, 66/52, adj. scarce, wanting. 

Scant, 113/24, ^'^- scarcely. So in 
Bacon's "Table of Coulers," I. 
**The Epicure that will scan4 in- 
dure the Stoic to be insight of him." 
Cf. also Romeo and Juliet, i. 2. 

Scanted, ii. 14, adj. limited, stinted, 
grudged. Cf. also note to 61/i5< 

Scape, 97/1, V. escape, get off. 

Scare, 66/13, ^' ""P- drive away. 

Scotch, 33/17, v.pr. t. cut, hew. 

Scoutwatch, 10/19, s. watch, guard. 

Scowles, 10/23, ^' P^' ^* scowls, frowns, 
is ill-tempered. 

Scrall, 49r, v.pr. t. crawl. **To scrall, 
stir, <wp/iA?,"— Coles' LaL DicL 
**And the river shall scral with 
frogs." — Widifi Elxodus viii. 3. 

Scrauling, 49/9, pr.p. crawling. 

Scruplenes, page 4, s. scruples, scmpa- 
lousness. Lat. scrupuius^ a little 
stone such as may get into a travel- 
ler's shoe and distress him ; hence, 
a source of doubt or distress. 

Sea holie, 40 17, s. sea-hulfer, sea-holm ; 
a plant of the genus Eryngium {E. 
maritimum), A.S. kuifer^ holly. 

Sealed, 17, iS, adj. certiBed, stamped. 

Seame, 21 2, x. a quarter of com. A.S. 
seam. 

Secresie, 9 20^ j . secrets, private con> 
cems. 

Sedge collars, 17 12, s. fL collars made 
of sedge or reeds. 

Seede, 61 12, r. obtain seed from. 

Seede cake, 90 7, "a festival so called 
at the end of wheat -sowing in Essex 
and Suffolk, when the village is to 
be treated with seed cakes^ pasties 
etc " — WartooL 

Seeith, 19 41, r. iw/. beiL 

Seeke. 10 24. r. seek, " their dxmiers 
to seeke** =d)er dinnexs hav>eto be 
soc^:, f>. are larking. 

Sei^e, 4> 21, Ajp. sChr, simple. A-S- 
A^ily^. O. L Ger. asJ^^. 

^ X^-aJf. practised, cxpencnced. 

Siikspcre, Tasdi^ of Shrev, i. 2. 
10^ ic\ r. 9C. r. appeared. 



SeeciL 7^ > r. wrA bciL 
S«ce, IT 3; .-- 5ar««. s^fber. 

"^.h^iaai^ a'* 
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Skare, 2/7, z/. frighten. Icel. />b>r0K 

to drive away. 
Skared, 69/4, PP' frightened, cheated of. 
Skave], 17/19, s. a kind of spade, having 
its sides slightly turned up, used 
in draining, and cleaning narrow 
ditches. Compare scuffle^ a garden 
hoe, and shovel. 

Skep, 17/3, s, a basket made of rushes 
or straw. 

Skill, 113/38, s. plan, design. 

Skillesse, 11 2/4, adj, simple, homely. 

Skirrets, 4O/19, s. pi. the water-parsnip. 
Stum latifolium^ contracted from 
skirwort, its older name, a cor- 
ruption of sugar-wort. Ger. sucJker- 
7Uur%eL 

Skreene, 90/2, s. fire-screen. See note. 

Skreine, l7/i6, s, sieve, screen. O. Fr. 
escrein. 

Skuppat, 17/19, J* a spade used in 
draining and making narrow ditches. 
Belgian schup^ a spade. 

Skuttle, nii6f s. a screen for cleaning 
com, i,f. a large broad and shallow 
shovel for casting threshed com 
from one side of the bam to the 
other that light grains and dust 
may fall short. 

Slab, 15/35, s. the outside cut of sawn 
timber. 

Slabbered, 48/20, //. dirtied, beslob- 
bered. L. Ger. and Dut slabbem. 

Slained, IO6/15, //. slain, murdered, 
but perhaps we should read stained. 

Slake, 1/4, v. to slacken. 

Slapsauce, 98/2, s. **a parasite."— 
Minsheu. ** A lickedish, a lickerish 
fellow, a slapsawce^ — Nomen- 
clator, 1585. 

♦Slapt, lie, pp. 

Slea, 107/3, "v- slay, kill. A.S. slean. ' 

Sled, 17/11, s. sledge, truck. Ger. and 
Dutch slede. Icel. sledi. A.S. 
slidan, to slide. 

Slept, 90/ 1, pp. slipt, forgotten, omitted. 

Slise, 35/20, V. imp. slice, cut 

Sliuers, 23/ 1, s. pi. pieces of split wood, 
chips. A.S. slifan. 

Slugging, 75/1, s. lying late in bed. 

Sluts, 75/5, s. pi. slovens, slatterns. 
Ger. schlutte. Dutch slet. 

Smack, 57/24, «^« a pleasant repast. 

Smalach, 45/20, s. celery, or water 
parsley. The small ache or parsley 
as compared with the hipposelinum 
or great parsley. 



Small nuts, 84/22, Smal nnts, 83/57, /. 

hazel nuts. 

Snagdragons, 43/30^ x. pi. snapdragcms, 
so odled from its coroUa resemb- 
Img the snap or snout. Dut. sneb 
of some animaL Called by Lyte 
" Calf's snowte." 

Snorting, 9/ 16, adj. moring, sleepy. 
A.S. snora, a snoring. 

Snudgeth, 62/2, v. pr. t. is economical 
or saving, or, works quietly or 
snugly. In Lane, snidge. A.S. 
snid. Danish studig, cunning. 
' ' Thusyour husbandrye, methincke, 
is much more like the life of a 
covetous snuefge, that ofte yeiy evill 
proves, then the labour of a goode 
nusbande, that knoweth well what 
hedoth.*'-Ascham,ToxoDhilus, i>.6i. 

Sockle, 35/30, V. imp. sudue, provide 
with milk. 

Sod, 22/27, PP' boiled. 

Soketh, 19/2, v. pr. t. wets, soaks. 

Soles, 17/21, s. pi. a collar of wood, put 
round the neck of cattle to connne 
them to the post. 

Sollen, 89/13, adj. sullen, sulky. 

Solier, 57/5, s. garret, loft, or upper 
room. ** Solarium, an upper room, 
chamber, or garret which in some 
parts of England is still called a 
sdlary — Kennett, Gloss, p. 134. 

Sooth, 10/61, V. to flatter. 

Sops in wine, 43/31, s. a kind of pink 
resembling a carnation ; the clove 
pink. **The rose and speckled 
flowre cald sops-in-wine." — The 
Affectionate Shepheard, 1594. 

Sorell, 39/36, s. sorreU. Fr. surdle, a 
dimin. from L. Ger. Ji/Mr= sour, 
from the acidity of the leaves. 
Rumix acetosa, L. 

Sost, 48/20, pp. dirty, foul. " Of any 
one that mixes several slops, or 
makes any place wet or dirty, we 
say in Kent, he makes a soss." — 
Kennett MS. 

Souse, 12/5, s. pigs' feet and ears pickled. 

Soutage, 57/51, s. bagging for hops, or 
coarse cloth. See More's MS. 
Additions to Ray's North Country 
Gloss. 

Southly, I6/20, adv. facing the south. 

Sowce, 19/37, V. imp. steep in brine, 
pickle. 

Sower, 35/51, adj. sour. 

Spare, II2/3, v. economize, be sparing. 
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for making ix strycke and a half of 
malt."— Wai of John Cocks of 
Stratford - on - Avon, dated May 
27th, 1600. 

Stripe, 67/5, •'- " beating upon a Hnixlle 
or some other rough thing." — ^T.R. 

Stroieng, 48/17, '- destractioo, injury. 
O. Fr. {d£)stntir€. Lat. struere, 

Stroken, 35/31, fp. stroked, kindly 
treated. 

Strowin^ 42/i, adj, for strewing. 

Stroyal, IO/23, s. waste all, wastefiiL 

Stub, 35/9, J. stump, boie at the stnb = 
buy on the ground. A.S. stybb^ 
allied to Lat. stipa. 

Stub, 33/47, ^' f^P' gnib up. 

** And badd h jm tute a mattock ancm, 
Aod sfatMe the olde rote away. 
That had stonde there many a daj.** 
MS. Cantab. Ff. iL 3S, £ 129. 

Stud, 33/16, s. the uprights in a lath 
and plaster walL " In manie 
places there are not above foure, six, 
or nine inches between statJ and 
rfW." — Harrison, PL I, p. 233. 

Stur, 62 6, r. move about, exert. 

Sturs, 63, 16, s.pL disturbances, commo- 
tions. 

Substandallie, 9/23, ode. in reality, 
tnily. I 

Snbtiltie, 9 17, s, omning, artfulness, ■ 
deceit. i 

Sucker, S3 4, j. assistance, help, succour, j 

Suckerie, 91 2, Suckcry, 39 38, s. suc- 
cory, the wild endive, chicory. 
Fr. *-kircr^ often replaced by frau- 
dulent dealers with dandelion roots, 
CVtvafw Imtyims, L. 

Sudgeroe, 10 S, r. settle down. Fr. 
scjcmm^r. Cf. Barbour's Bruce, 
E- E. Text See ed. Skeat, 6 26, 
16 47, and 20 356. 

Suer, ^ 3, adj. sure, carefuL O. Fr. 
Sfur, .'f^r, Lat. securms. 

Sucrt)-, 9 24, J. being secnrity or surety. 

Suite. IS 49, s. description, kind. 

Suietic, 10 2S» /. security, baiL 

S^-age, 113 26, r. assuage. 

Swaiches 07 iS, s. fJ, rows or nmks of 
bariey. etc 

Swathes, 60 2, s. /k\ the line of grass or 
com cut and thrown tog«5jcr by 
the scythe in mowing. Cotgrave 
gives : •* Grrhfr d£f vr«->y to 
biT>d come of .t^arli into sbeaaes, 
to sbe&DC vr cvvnc.'* "/vstcj s>icA. 
Monctamx ae levin par ordre. "ftje 
.rvtoikf or scrake of grasse, as it 



lyeth mowDedowne with the sithe." 

— Nomcnchtor. 
Sweatee 66/20^ s. a sweating, i^ fed 

the effects of the heat. 
Sweete Johns, 43/33, *- « species of 

DiantAiu or pink, called also Sweet 

John s-wortm 
Swerae, 96/42, s, fiul, depart. 
Swill, 78/5, /. hog's-wash. 
Swim, 10/59, V. to aboond, to overflow. 
Swinge, 62/i6^ v. imp, cat down with 

the long swingii^ scythe used fix- 
that purpose. 



T. 



Tack, 12/3, Tacke, 76/3, /. substance. 

A tough piece of meat is said to 

have ^enty of tack in it. 
Taile, 77/8, x. blw^k. 
Taint wormes, 66/3, s. pi. " A small 

red spider cadled taint is by the 

country people accoonted a deadly 

poison to cows and horses." — Sir 

T. Browne. 
Tale, 83/4, s. tally, reckonii^. 
Talent, 59,9, s. the gifts and powers 

entrusted by God. Of coarse the 

reference is to the Parable. 
Tallie, 78 2, s. score, bill, chazge. 
Tallwood, 63 12, x. wood cat for bOkts. 

" Tall woode,pacte woddc to make 

byUettes ol, /SuiZ«r.''— Palsgrave. 
Tampring, 17 16, r. tempering, mixing, 

thus the Bible speaks of **um- 

Um tiered TXkOtXMX,^ 
Tane, 66 i, pp. taken. 
Tanrie^ 39 4C\ s, tansy, Tanacetum 

T^garc, Linn. 
Tapple up taile, 21/14. ^^^ notes, pp. 

253 and 317. 
Tarie, 16 11, r. dday, keep back. 
Tanagon, 40 21, s. tairagoo. TruptM 

7'ui^jrr. — Gerard's Hexball. Used 

for perfuming vinegar in France. 

O. r r. tar-^om. 
Tarrie, 85 i. 7. wait for, await. 
Tawnie, 43 3, adj. yellowish. 
Ted. 54 I, r. to sprakd abroad new-cot 

grass. *' I teede hay, I toome it 

afore it is made in oockcs,/ryb«£.** 

— Palsgrave. 
Tedder, 10 9, s. tether, " live within 

one's tether ^ = *' within the limits 

of one's income."* 
Tedieed, 16 33, pp. tethered, tied iq>. 
^.6^ x./!^ teams. 
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Ballad of <* George Barnwell," 

line 42. 
Traie, 17/ 16, s. a mason's hod. 
Traine, 82/2, j. draw. Fr. trainer^ 

from L. Lat. trahinare, from Lat. 

irahere. 
Transpose, 69/io, v. arrange, dispose 

Trauell, page 2, s, labour, work. Fr. 
travail, 

Trauerse, 5d/2, v, start upon, proceed 
upon. 

Treachery, 9/27, s. breach of faith, 
perfidy. 

Treene, 85/io, adj\ wooden. 

Treu, 112/2, adj, true. 

Trick, I6/35, adj, neat, clean, tidy. 

Tricketh, 94/5, ^' A** ^* dresses up, 
furnishes. 

Trickly, 73/3, adj. neat, tidy. 

Trim, 23/9, ^' repair. 

Trim, 3/2, adv. quickly, at once, easily. 
A.S. trum, 

Trimlie, 57/34, adv. neatly, cleanly. 

Trinkets, I//5, s. pi. porringers (Halli- 
well), Ray gives : counterfeits and 
trinkets, J.//, porringers and saucers. 
Cheshire. See note in Prompt. Parv. 

Triue, 59/2, V. pr, t. (for contrive), 
attempt, try. 

TroflFe, 17/9, ^- a trough. 

Trope, 28/2, x. a phrase. From Greek 
rpoirbf, a turning, lit., the use of 
a word or expression in a different 
sense from that which properly 
belongs to it. 

Troth, l/i, s. truth. See an article on 
the derivation of this word in 
" Leaves from a Word Hunter's 
Note Book," by Rev. A. S. 
Palmer, 1876, p. 73. 

Trowleth, 69/6, v. pr. t. helps on, 
moves towards. Welsh troliaw^ 
to troll or trundle. 

Trudge, 73/20, v, go, be spent. 

Trudgeth, IO/21, v. pr. t. labours, 
journey's far. 

Trull, 36/4, s. girl, lass. 

Trustilie, 9/22. adv. confidingly. 

TuUie, 111/5, Cicero. 

Tumb, IO6/15, ^' the tomb, grave. 

Tumbrel, I6/7, s. a tumbril, a dung- 
cart. 

Turfe, 62/12, s. turf, peat. "Turfe 
of flagge, swarde of the erthe, 
cespis'^ — Prompt. Parv. "A 
Turfe, cespes." — Cathol. Angl. 



Tumebroch, 8O/2, s. Before the intro- 
duction oi jacks, spits were turned 
either by dogs trained for the pur- 
pose, or by lads kept in the family, 
or hired, as occasion arose, to turn 
the spit, or broach. These boys 
were the Tum^broaches. See Hal- 
Uwell. 

Turn up, 46/i8, v. deck, ornament 

Twelftide, 90/2, s. TwelfUi Day, ue. 
January 6th, twelve days after 
Christmas. "At the city of New 
Sarum is a very great faire for 
cloath at Twelftyde called Twelfe 
Market." — Aubrey's WUts. MS. 
Roy. Soc. p. 333. 

Twifallow, 6O/23, V. imp. till twice, 
plough twice. See TrifeUow. 

Twiggers, 36/28, s.pl. first-class breeders. 
See Halliwell, s.v. 

Twigging, 36/28, J. fast breeding. 

Twinlings, 86/28, s.pl. twins (suxord- 
ing to Dr. Mavor, but see note). 

Twinning, 36/28, s, bearing twins. 

Twise, 69/ii, adv. twice. 

T>*-itcher, 17/17, s. instnunents used for 
clinching the hog-rings. — Mavor. 

Twitchis, 63/2, s. pi. wounds, cuts. 



U. 



Undeskanted, IO/39, pp. untalked of. 
Undoeth, IO/46, v. ruins, destroys. 
Unfainedlie, 9/38, adv. imfeignedly, in 

truth. 
Vnlustie, I9/24, adj. poor. 
Unmeete, 67/5, ^* unfit. A.S. unnuzte. 
Vnsauerie, 9/15, adj. wasteful, ruinous. 
Vnshaken, I6/34, adj. perfect, in good 

order, free from shakes. 
Vnspilt, 16/8, />/. not wasted. 
Vntackle, 23/o, v. imyoke. 
Vntangled, 67/50, //. freed from the 

hop vines. 
Vnthrift, 6/3, s. a prodigal, spendthrift 
Unthriftely, 9/30*, adv. wastefully. 
Usher, 10/ 17, s. doorkeeper. O. Fr. 

ussier, huissier, from uis, huis, a 

door. 



V. 



Vaine, 18/8, s. liking, fancy. 
VainfuU, 2/13, adj. vain, fickle. 
Valerian, 46/24, •*"• Valerian. Valeriana 

officinalis, Linn. 
Vance, 113/7, v. advance. 



3 so 
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Weimel, 2O/28, x. a calf just wean^. 
" A lambe, qr a kidde, or a weandl 
wast." — Spenser, Shep. Cal. Sep- 
tember. 

Wether, 9O/7, j. weather. 

Wheat plums, 34/27, s. pi, a large 
fleshy plum, sometimes called the 
bastard Orleans plum. 

Wheele ladder, 17/6, s. "probably a 
frame on the side of a cart to sup- 
port hay or com when the load is 
to be increased." — Mavor. 

Whelpe, 96/2, s, child. 

Whereas, 21/25, adv, wherever. 

Whight, 15/12, 04^'. white. 

Whinnes, 63/ 12, s. pL whin, furze. 

Whipstock, 21/14, ^* ^^ handle of a 
whip. 



« 



Bought you a whistle, and a wht^ 
stalk too, 
To be revenged on their villainies.*' 

Span. Tragedy, iii. 180. 

Whist, 64*/io» "^^ he silent, be hushed. 

** Keepe the whisht^ and thou shalt 

heare it the sooner." — Terence in 

£ng. 1 64 1. 
Whit, 2/4, s. a point, no whit, not in 

the slightest degree. A.S. wiht^ a 

creature, thing. Gothic waiht, 
Whitch, 35/6, which sort. 
Whit leather, 17/4, s, leather dressed 

with alum, salt, etc., remarkable 

for its pliability and toughness. 

** I think I'm as hard as a nut, and 

as tough as tuhii-Uather^ — Howitt. 
Whitemeat, Whitmeat, 4 7/20, j. eggs, 

milk, butter, cheese, etc. 
Wicket, 77/9, s. mouth. 
Wight, 3/6, s. person, man. A.S. wiht, 

Gothic waiht. 
Wild otes fantasie, 9/y^*t the fancies or 

excesses of youth. Cf. ** sowing 

his wild oats." 
Wiles, 113/18, s.p/. tricks, deceits. 
Wilfull, 35/4, adj. ready, hasty. 
Wimble, 17/6, s. auger. ** An auger or 

wimbUf wherwith holes are bored, 

tercbra and terebrum.^^ — Baret's 

Aluearie, 1580. 6^/W^is thedimin. 

from 7vimbU. 
Wine, 51/21, V, imp. win, make to 

please. 
Wit, I6/3, s. sense, good judgment. 

A.S. untt. 
Wither, 6 7/ 20, v. dry. 
Wonne, 75/3, //. managed, made up. 
Wood, 13/5, *^4i' mad. A.S. tcW. 



Woodrofe, 44/i7, x. sweet woodmfF, 
Aspertda odorata. A.S. wudurd/e. 

Woodsere, 51/6, x. the month or season 
for cutting wood ; but see next 
word. " If wood be cut after the 
sunne decline from us till he come 
to the equinoctial (which time 
they call woodsere)^ it will never 
grow againe." — Heydon, Dcf. of 
Astrology, 1603. 

Woodsere, 53/1$, x. " By woodsere is 
meant decayed or hollow Pollards." 
— T.R. ; but in his note to this 
passage he says, "Woodsere is 
the season of felling wood." — ^T.R. 

Woorser, IO/32, Worser, 63/15, <»^- 
worse, a double comparative. A.S. 
Tvyrsa. 

Woorth, 112/7, 5* "1 worth = for what 
I am worth, i>. as I can, what I 
can get. 

Wot, 94/4. V. pr. t. ye know not what, 
an indefinite expression. 

Wote, 10/21, V, pr. t. know. A.S. 
witan ; //. /. Ic wai^ I know. 

Wounder, 2/2, x. wounder, slayer. A.S. 
wundian^ to wound. 

Wrall, 101/4, V. pr. t. quarrel. 

Wraught, 1 1 3/35, pp. supplied, bur- 
nished. 

Wrauling, 92/i, x. quarrelling. 

Wrecke, 114/2, v. wreak, vent. A.S. 
"wrecan. 

Wrest, ll/i, V. turn, force away. 

Wrest, 10/61, V. ^XsaX away, plunder. 

Wresting, 89/13, •*"• struggling for, 
fighting for. 

Wright, 68/1, z/. write. 

Wringer, 2/13, x. extortioner. 

Write, 86/10, V. imp. mark, write the 
i:\ame on. 

Wud, 33/16, X. wood. A.S. wudu. 

Wull, 35/21, X. wool. A.S. wuU. 
Gothic wulla. 



Y. 



Yam, 21/13, ^' P^' ^' earn. K.^. gear- 
nian. 

Yeane, 33/21, v. bring forth young. 
A.S. eanian. 

Yeerlie, 63/21, tf<^. ?=yarely, readily. 
A..S. gcaru. O.L.. Ger. guru. 

Yerke, 64*/9, v. kick, wince. "They 
flirt, they ^^>&, they backward 
fling." — Drayton. " 77r<?, a kick, 
yark, jerk, jert." — Cotgrave. 



HXRTTOU): 
PRIKTXI) BT STXPHXir AV0TIH AlTD 80K8. 



I 

I 






6nalti3;|i Btalett ^octets. 



FIFTH EEPORT, 



Fob the Year 1877. 



Cngltsf) Bialect ^otitt^. 



(Ecmtmittee. 



Wjf. B. A. Axon, F.R.S.L. 
J. EoLiNOTON Bailet, F.S.A. 
F^nroE Louis Ldoikn Bonaparte. 
Kev. J. W. Cartuell, M.A., ChriBt's 

College, Cambridge. 
James Crosslet, F.S.A., President of 

the Chetham Society. 
Lieut.-Col. Henry Fishwick, F.S.A. 
Thomas Hallam, Manchester. 
William Jackson, St. Bees. 
Oboroe Milner, Moston. 
Rev. Dr. Richard Morris, London. 



Dr. J. A. H. Mureat, London. 

G. W. Napier, Alderley. 

J. H. Nodal, Heaton Moor. 

William Patne, London. 

Rev. Walter W. Skeat, M.A., Cam- 
bridge. 

Joseph Thompson, Manchester. 

T. NoRTHOOTT Toller, M.A., Owens 
Colleee. 

Edwin Wauoh, Mandiester. 

Professor A. S. Wilkins, M.w^, Owens 
College, Manchester. 



Bankers : MANCHESTER & COUNTY BANK, King-street, Manchester. 



The objects of the English Dialect Society are : — (1) to 
bring together all those who have made a study of any of the 
Provincial Dialects of England, or who are interested in the 
subject of Provincial English ; (2) to combine the labours of 
collectors of Provincial English words by providing a common 
centre to which they may be sent, so as to gather material for 
a general record of all such words ; . (8) to publish (subject to 
proper revision) such collections of Provincial English words as 
exist at present only in manuscript ; as well as to reprint such 
Glossaries of i)rovincial words as are not generally accessible, or 
are inserted in books of which the main part relates to other 
subjects ; and (4) to supply references to sources of information 
which may he of material assistance to word- collectors, students, 
and all who have a general or particular interest in the subject. 

All the pubUcations of the Society will be of a uniform size, 
viz. demy 8vo; to range with the pubhcations of the Early English 
Text Society, tlie Chaucer Society, and the Philological Society's 
Transactions. The publishers are Messrs. Triibner & Co., Ludgate 
Hill, London, who are also the pubhshers for the above-named 
Societies. Every member who has paid his subscription will be 
entitled to one copy of every publication issued by the Society 
during the year. 

The subscription is one pound per annum [or £1. 2^., which 
includes postage, for subscribers residing in America], which should 



V 



^ 



*ot 




DAIEDUE 1 






























































































1 1 





STANFORD UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES 
STANFORD, CAUFORNIA 9430S 



